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Worldmap according to poverty 

http://www.worldmapper.org/ 



Worldmap according to science research 

http://www.worldmapper.org/ 



Science research in Africa 

South Africa is responsible for 
 79% of the publications 
 0.55% of the world’s literature 
 India produces 2.94% of the 

world’s literature (Pouris 2010) 
 
Africa 
 Least able to pay for access to 

information 
 Will benefit from Open Access 
  



The Internet has changed our lives… 



But we do always have access? 

R317,54 

R396.71 



Who pays for the access? 



Closed/Toll access  

 Journals are sold on subscription to libraries 
 Some journals are bundled in packages 
 Why is this a problem? 

 It consumes almost the total serials budget 
 Library budgets can’t keep track with rising costs 
 We pay different prices for the same journals 
 Libraries cannot subscribe to the world’s research literature  

 Some libraries are considering cancelling their 
contracts 



Researchers are also taking a stand 

http://thecostofknowledge.com/ 



Journal publishers’ high profit margins 

http://svpow.com/2012/01/13/the-obscene-profits-of-commercial-scholarly-publishers/ 



So, what is Open access? 

 Digital, online & unrestricted access 
 Free of most copyright & licensing restrictions 
 What makes it possible is: 

 Internet 
 Consent of author/copyright holder 

 It is compatible with peer-review 
 Open Access movement: 

 A global movement in academia 
 Dedicated to sharing information for the common good 
 Of importance to researchers, academics, librarians, 

funding agencies, government officials, publishers 
 

 



Happy 20th birthday WWW! 

http://oaopenaccess.wordpress.com/2013/04/30/happy-20th-birthday-
world-wide-web-you-made-open-access-possible/ 



Two routes to Open Access 

 Green route:  
 Authors publish in any journal & self-archive/submit 

article to institutional or subject repository  
 Gold route:  

 Authors publish in an Open Access journal which 
provides immediate Open Access to research  

 



Green route: archives/repositories 

 Belong to an institution (universities, disciplines 
such as Physics, Economics) 

 Supplement publishing, it is not a substitution 
 Do not perform peer review 
 Internet users can easily find content, if repositories 

comply with the metadata harvesting protocol of 
the Open Archives Initiative 

 A repository is a “critically important tool for 
managing a university’s image and impact on a 
global scale” (Alma Swan 2011) 



OpenDOAR: 2200 repositories worldwide, 
26 South Africa! 

http://www.opendoar.org 



Gold route: Open access journals 

 Research articles are peer reviewed and contents 
are made freely available 

 Business model 
 Some journals receive subsidy from hosting university or 

professional society 
 Some require processing fees from authors 
 Creative Commons licenses 

 Major Open Access publishers 
 BioMed Central http://www.biomedcentral.com/  
 Hindawi http://www.hindawi.com/  
 AOSIS http://www.openjournals.net/  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.hindawi.com/
http://www.openjournals.net/


DOAJ: 9957 journals worldwide, 67 
from South Africa! 

http://www.doaj.org/ 



Open Access @ UP: UPSpace 

http://repository.up.ac.za/ 

27 443 items 



Content of UPSpace 

Research 
articles 

Media 
Columns 

Photographs 
Radio & TV 
interviews 

Presentations Speeches 

http://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/108  



Content of UPSpace continued 

Theses and dissertations Unique material: Pretoriana community 
http://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/21226 



Content of UPSpace continued 

Academic books 
http://hdl.handle.net/2263/7730  

 
Academic journals 

http://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/11004 
http://repository.up.ac.za/handle/2263/6281  



What was the next step at UP? 

2000 
UPeTD 

2003 
Mandatory 
policy 

2006 
UPSpace 

2009 
Mandatory 
policy 

2011 BMC 
membership 



UP’s mandatory policy 

 University of Pretoria: 
 supports free access to research 
 takes responsibility for research dissemination 

 
 

1st in 
Africa! 



BioMed Central membership 



Collaboration with UP Research Office 

“Of all SA universities, Pretoria delivers the 
highest number of research articles, over 1600 
2011 publications, of which 130, not entered by 
departments, were traced by the Open 
Scholarship Office in 2012.  Without their 
invaluable assistance in locating these, our task 
would be measurably more difficult.”  
UP Research Office 

http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=21097&sub=1&
parentid=20896&subid=20942&ipklookid=76 

http://web.up.ac.za/research/2011/


Benefits for researchers 

 Increased: 
 Visibility 
 Retrievability 
 Greater audience 
 Greater usage 
 Possibility of citations 

 Repositories provide persistent storage of and access 
to digital copy 

 Tool for internal audits & annual reviews 
 Possibilities for international collaboration 



Benefits for an institution 

 Alma Swan (Swan 2011) identified the following 
benefits:  
 It opens up the institution’s output for the whole world  
 Maximizes the visibility and impact of these outputs  
 Showcases the output to prospective staff, students, 

funders and other stakeholders  
 Collects, curates and preserves intellectual output  
 Manages and measures research & teaching activities  
 Supports students endeavors (etds)  
 Benefits researchers, institutions, nations & society  

 
 



“When you enlarge the audience for an 
article, you also enlarge the subset of the 
audience that will later cite it, including 

professionals in the same field at 
institutions unable to afford subscription 

access. OA enlarges the potential 
audience, including the potential 

professional audience, far beyond that for 
even the most prestigious and popular 

subscription journals.” 
(Suber 2012) 

 
 



UPSPace statistics 

4 511 global 
views! 



UPSpace statistics continued 

2 073 global 
views! 



Cited by 28 

Cited by 30 

Cited by 50  



BioMed Central statistics 

Published articles Citations in each year 

Average citations per item : 7.71 
Acknowledgement: M. Theron 



Goodwill from researchers 
“In addition to the R15 000 savings in 
paper cost per article, we received 15% 
discount on congress registration fees. I 
would very much like to request the 
library to seriously consider future 
membership to BMC, as we are 

experiencing true benefits.” 

“Open access costs are very high, but the impact and 
distribution of the work more than makes up for it. 

Since publication of the BMC Genetics paper I have 
been invited to collaborate on projects & to peer-
review papers for a wider range of journals. I am 

very pleased to hear that possible funding 
opportunities are being investigated to assist with 

publishing in Open Access journals” 



International rankings 

http://repositories.webometrics.info/en/Africa 



What can you do? 

 Researcher: 
 Manage your own research profile – submit your research articles in 

your institution’s repository 
 Add links to your CV, departmental web page, e-mail signature 
 Publish in accredited Open Access journals 
 Negotiate copyright with your publishers 

 Editor: 
 Consider converting your journal to Open Access 
 Accept invitations to referee/serve on the editorial board of an Open 

Access journal 
 Formulate an archiving policy for your journal - SHERPA/RoMEO 
 Spread the word and make sure your professional societies 

understand Open Access  

 
 



Researcher concerns: 1. Copyright 

“Some are supportive,  
some undecided,  
some opposed.” 

(Suber 2012) 



SHERPA/RoMEO 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 



Researcher concerns: 2 Time 



Researcher concerns: 3. Money 



Researcher concerns: 4. Post-print? 

“I'm sorry I can't 
find the version 

you want.” 

The disk where 
this last review 

manuscript 
was saved 
crashed.” 

“I am afraid I simply do not 
keep anything once the paper 
is accepted - with some 200 

papers I have neither the 
space nor the will.” 

“I do not think that it is 
appropriate practice to make 

such "postprint" versions 
available for free access as the 

journal version is the only 
accepted one. In any case I do 
not have such a version of the 

paper.” 



Prof Bernard Rentier,  
Rector: University of Liège 

 
 

“What is striking about Open Access is that it so 
obviously the right and rational way for the research 

community to respond to the networked world. What is 
odd about Open Access is that so few in the research 
community yet appear to have understood (or at least 

accepted) its inevitability.”  
 

http://poynder.blogspot.com/2011/06/oa-interviews-bernard-rentier-rector-of.html 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-qOLDxCwo0u0/Te4xlwR6RyI/AAAAAAAAAJs/0uh1-TbFajo/s1600/Rentier.jpg


Feedback from researchers: 
Prof. Jonathan Jansen (2006) 

“This project has transformed my life as a Dean in three ways. 
First, it made me aware of the power of technology in 

managing the multiplicity of written tasks—media articles, 
media interviews, newspaper columns, intellectual pieces—that 

simply drift into spaces where I can never find these original 
writings. Second, it made me aware of the efficiency of 

dissemination of ideas in this information age if one simply 
took the time to create such a web space. Third, it made me 

aware of the power of collaboration between academic 
authors and the academic information services (library)— 
something that I had not explored until now. I am deeply 

grateful to the persistence of my academic library colleagues in 
opening up this new world in the life of a busy Dean.” 



Feedback from researchers:  
Prof Brenda Wingfield 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtOEdQaaKRQ  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtOEdQaaKRQ


National & international initiatives 



In conclusion 

 “Widespread access to publicly funded research 
results is an essential, inseparable component of 
our nation's investment in science” – (SPARC 
2007-2013) 

 “…for scientists in developing countries, the open 
access movement could mean the world.” 
(Sutherland 2012) 

 It’s the right thing to do! 
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The presentation is licensed with Creative 
Commons Attribution 3.0 License 
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