












































Skull and mandible of the African elephant

scribed before (Eales 1928), but the thinning and dis-
appearance of the bone in older bulls was desci  ed
for the first time in this study.

The findings on the palatine, maxillary and zygomatic
bones and the mandible, are in accordance with the
findings of Eales (1928) and Mariappa (1986).

Boas & Paulili (1925) described the extensive pneu-
matization of the bones of the skull of an Indian ele-
phant. However, they reported that the area ventral
to the nuchal crest remains solid, whereas this study
showed that only a small area dorsal to the foramen
magnum remains unpneumatized. The change in
shape of the elephantine skull as the animal ages, as
seen in the differences in the length: height ratio be-
tween the skull in young and adult animals, is due to
a greater emphasis in growth in height. This finding
corresponds to those of Boas & Paulli (1925).
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