UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
Qe YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

Fortification of Pretoria
Historical Influence

¥ ' £ 2 fig. 2.1. Sketch indicating the entrance to West Fort. (2010)
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1. Church

2. Watchtower

3. Administration building
4. Postoffice

5. Living quarters

6. Hospital

7. Pharmacy

8. Inspection rooms

9. Wall —= e

10. School : _ _ ] r'lr' WESFORT
11. Dwellings i “ewtin

12. Police barracks = * = )i : !

13. Nurse quarters '
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Since 1931, as treatment for leprosy became more effective, the number of patients gradually decreased. Some patient and staff accommodation was built after 1931,
including hostel accommodation for nurses. West Fort was finally closed down in 1996. Policy regarding the treatment of leprosy patients has changed. It was found

thatleprosy is not a contagious disease and that the best treatment for sufferers is to be found in their own community (1999:67).

The area has also botanical and geological significance, forming a transition from a Highveld to a Bankenveld ecosystem. The Acacia arabica is the dominant
indigenous tree type in this area. The site has been heavily planted with exotics, especially around the eastern perimeter of the hospital complex, such as eucalyptus
trees, jacarandas and palm tree (ibid).

Anglo Boer War
FIRSTANGLO BOERWAR (1880 -1881):

The British gradually realised that the Transvalers were preparing fo war. Troups were therefore sent in advance to keep order in all the most important towns of the
Transvaal, including Pretoria. P.L. Bezuidenhout of Potchefstroom refused to pay certain costs additional to his taxes, as a result of which the British confiscated his
wagon. On 11 November 1880 the wagon was violently reclaimed from the bailiff and returned to Bezuidenhout by P.A Cronje and 100 men. A national convention
which was set to take place on 8 January 1881, was rescheduled for 8 December 1880. On this day 8000 to 10 000 men gathered at Paardekraal (1998:29).

Shortly after the Bezuidenhout incident at Potchefstroom, the British in Pretoria started preparing to avert a possible Boer attack. Military reinforcements were
sumoned from Marabastad (close to present Pietersburg) and Lydenberg. Major Le Mesurier was told to prepare a defence strategy for Pretoria. All ammunition and
supplies had to be guarded in the central magazine of the military camp and the artillery had to be placed at suitable positions in order to defend the town and the camp
(1998:33).

Preparations were made for war and field-cornets were appointed. On 10 December 1880 the leadership of the ZAR was transfered to the hands of a triumvirate,
comprising Paul Kruger( Vice-President), Piet Joubert (Commandant-General) and M.W. Pretorius (Ex-President). On 13 December 1880 they issued a statement
which announced the restoration of the Republican Government. The seat of government was relocated to Heidelberg, where the republican flag was raised on 16
December 1880.

The first shots of this war were fired in Potchefstroom on 16 December 1880. Commandant P.A Cronje and his troops had been sent to this town to have the first
proclamation fo the triumvirate printed there. Boer troops were dispatched to seven towns in the Transvaal in order to lay siege to the British garrisons there. The towns
which were under Boer siege were Potchefstroom, Pretoria, Standerton, Lydenberg, Rustenberg and Marabastad.

During the night of 26 and 27 February 1881, General-Major Sir George Pomeroy Colley occupied the mountain Amajuba. At daybreak the Boers saw the British
troops on the mountain and Commendant-General Joubert called for volunteers to charge up the mountain. At 06:00 150 volunteers started climbing up the face of the
mountain under the protection of covering fire. By 11:00 the Boers were able to fire very accurately at the British. Still, Colley was so sure that they could not be taken
that he even went to sleep during these events (1998:29).

At 12:30 he was woken by rifleshots and to his amazement found that his men were retreating. The Boers had reached the summit and some British soldiers took flight.
During the battle, the Boers lost only two men, while more than 90 British soldiers, including Colley, died and more than 50 were captured (ibid).

According to Van Vollenhoven, during the First Anglo-Boer War eleven fortifications were erected. The development of Pretoria caused the destruction of most of

these structures. The only fortifications of which remains probably still exist above ground, are Fort Commeline, the blockhouse at Eloff Cutting and Fort Tullichewan.
Itis possible that archaeological excavations at Magazine Hill will uncover parts of the structure of Fort Commeline (1998:40).
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The war ended with the Boer victory at Amajuba on 27
February 1881, where the forces of Commandant-
General Piet Joubert thoroughly defeated the British
under the command of General-Major Sir George
Pommeroy Colley. The Boer Republic regained its
independence. The First Anglo Boer War in all probability
did not have the impact on South African history that the
Second Anglo Boer War did. It was to a large extent, a
prelude to the Second War. According to Archaeologist,
Van Vollenhoven, it is therefore clear that an
archaeological survey of these forts is required (Van
Vollenhoven,1998:13).

THE SECOND FORTIFICATION

The second fortification of Pretoria took place shortly
after the start of the Second Anglo Boer War. The
Jameson Raid convinced the Government of the ZAR of
the necessity of fortification. This Raid was an
unsuccessful attempt by Britain to take control of the
ZAR Government. Following this event, four large forts
were built between 1896 and 1898 as a defence around
Pretoria, namely Fort Schanskop, Fort
Wonderboompoort, Fort Klapperkop and Fort
Daspoortrand (West Fort). Four more had been planned, H,:""
but were never built due to a lack of funds. According to

Ploeger and Botha, the Boers decided to defend
Pretoria, because they thought that the manpower and
armament that such a defense would take, would be of
better use in the field (1998:13).

THE THIRD FORTIFICATION

After Pretoria had been occupied by the British Forces, it

was fortified for the third time. This fortification
transformed the town into an impenetrable citadel, as it
supplemented the shortcomings of the second
(incomplete) phase of fortification. There only exists
information on seventeen fortifications, namely Cable

Hill, Johnston, Eastern, Magazine, Quagga, Howitzer,
Johannesburg Road and River Redoubt, as well as
Vesting, Wesfort, Klapperkop, Kwaggapoort, » «
Wonderboompoort, Meintjieskop, Hillcrest and :
Muckleneuk Blockhouse plus the blockhouse at Eloft ) .

Cutting (1998:14). Fig. 2.12. Sketch by Major P.E Erasmus depicts the armament plans of the forts. (1998: 63)
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As has already been mentioned, nightly manouevres on DEFINITION

the Johannesburg road had to be monitored. This could

prevent a surprise attack from Johannesburg. The forts Blockhouse - Fortified stone building with loopholes

also served as a deterrent - as is illustrated by the fact Fort - Afortified military construction, a stronghold, a rampart

that the British troops hesitated to attack Pretoria (Van Fortify - To supply with fortifications, to strengthen with forts

Vollenhoven,1998:51). Entrenchment - Amilitary fortification comprising a trench
Fortification - That which fortifies

Werner and Von Dewitz made a study of similar projects Stronghold - Afortified place, a fort

in the past in order to determine the most suitable
positions for the forts. The British fortification scheme of
1880 - 1881 had already emphasized value of
Elandspoortrand. Fort Schanskop and Fort Klapperkop
would be constructed to control this southern acces point
to Pretoria. A fort at Wonderboompoort would control the
northern entrance to the city. The British spy, Captain
Robert White, had already underlined how important the
access points at Wonderboom, Schanskop, Klapperkop,
Daspoortrand and Magasynheuwel would be during a
possible siege of Pretoria. From Schanskop it would be
possible to control the road and railway links with
Johannesburg and Lourenco Marques. Together with
Fort Wonderboompoort, Fort Daspoortrand would

control the western access route to the city. The roads to . , _ ! (et i LRSS
Soutpansberg and Middelburg (Transvaal) as wellasthe .« | e SR SPRARUIR L. Yoned TR oA R
railroad to Lourenco Marques would be controlled by | - b P ion . SO [ B < SR :

Fort Derdepoort. This network of fortifications would |
have been completed by the fort on Strubenkop (Van
Vollenhoven,1998:52). I

As previously stated, the Government of the ZAR finally
could only complete four of these forts during the Second
Anglo Boer War, namely those at Schanskop, - |
Wonderboompoort, Klapperkop and Daspoortrand (Fig. :
2.13). After the British forces had occupied Pretoria, they
constructed blockhouses to improve the defences of the
city. Two of the latter were erected on Kwaggasrand and
Strubenkop, which emphasizes the strategic importance
ofthese locations.
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EDUCATIONAT THE FORTS

Both the troops and officers of the State Artillery received
compulsory education. The subjects taught complied
with the Law for the State Artillery of 1892. Teachers
were recruited from outside the Artillery and the
Volksraad monitored their activities carefully. The law of
1896 stipulated that the members of the State Artillery
had to be taught on a regular basis (Van
Vollenhoven,1998:65).

By November 1890, Mr. Susan had already been
appointed as teacher for the Artillery. In 1893 Th. Kroon
was appointed as teacher to the lieutenants. The pupils
were taught to read and write and prepared for
confirmation.

The troops at Fort Wonderboompoort and Fort
Schanskop received instruction from 09:30 to 11:30 and
those of the artillery camp from 14:00. Non-
commissioned officers received tuition late in the
afternoons. The school building was of corrugated iron.
When the wind blew, loose iron sheets caused a racket
and when it rained, the roof leaked. The circumstances
were clearly not the best atall.

By 1898, the men were taught between 09:00 and 11:00
at Fort Schanskop. On 12 April 1898, H.S du Toit was
appointed as second teacher. Fort Klapperkop was also
being used for the education programme. The men of the
forts at Wonderboom and Daspoortrand were still being
educated at the artillery camp.

The education discussed up to this point, excluded

military training. All that is known about the latter, is that a

neutral military observer, Captain J.H. Ram was deeply
impressed by the actions of the State Artillery in the field.

Although well-desciplined, room was left for initiative

from juniors. On 21 February 1899, the Executive Board S
decided to establish a training school for artillerymen.

The school started on 17 July 1899 with 11 students.On 1 Oprit vir kanonne
24 July 1899 another 4 pupils enrolled (Van 2 Trappe na gy
Vollenhoven,1998:66).

Plan oorgeteken
van norapronklike

-

Fig. 2.14. Plan of Fort Schanskop. (1998: 53)
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BRITISH FORTIFICATIONS OF THE SECOND ANGLO
BOER WAR (1900-1902):

The war came to an end on 31 May 1902, with the signing
of the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging. Although the Boer
forces’ efforts had astonished the world and several Boer
generals, such as General C.R de Wet, had become
famous, the overwhelming might of Britain could not be
stopped (Van Vollenhoven 1998:80).

The Second Anglo Boer War was a decisive event in
South African history. It resulted in the political unification
of South Africa and strengthened Afrikaner Nationalism.
Both of these factors would be of great importance on
South Africa’s road to unification.

THE BLOCKHOUSE SYSTEM

After Pretoria had been occupied by the British, it was
clear that the railway links had to a large extent been left
defenseless. In order to protect the railways and thereby
communication in general, it was decided to erect
fortified posts next to these routes. From July 1900 the
erection of blockhouses started. The most important
stations, bridges and other strategic points along the
lines were fortified in this manner. Most of these
blockhouses comprised two storeys with a machine gun
mounted on the roof. Such a blockhouse could shelter a
garrison of thirty men and took approximately three
months to complete (1998:81).

By January 1901, the large scale erection of
blockhouses next to the railway lines begun. These
blockhouses were much smaller, so that it would take
less time to complete them. They were respectively
manned by a non-commisioned officer and five or six
troopers. By March 1901, this type of blockhouse was
also being erected at other strategic points such as
roads, in order to curb mobility of the Boer
Commandoes. This strategy of Lord H.H Kitchener was
especially designed to entrap the Boers with battues
against the blockhouse lines. By January 1902, the
blockhouses were completed and this tactic could be
executed (ibid).
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Fig. 2.15. A request letter for furniture from Lieutenant F. Townsend, Commader of Fort Daspoortrand. (1998: 60)
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Fig. 2.22 -West Fort - Laye_reﬂ view, of stéfp_e and-nature (sky). (2010) o ' e k4 - h e oA 2 02 35 =
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Spanpoging no

Wilem Kngelze

Pretoria — Al die inwdners van Prelorin moet
botrnkke rnnk Ly die hewaring van die vieron furte
am dieslad. Ble stadarnnd en kulluurgrganiansies
soos die Mapportryerskan wel die leiding neem in
'n omvallende bewaringaveldtog manrdil behoort
elke Pretorianer se Lrols te wees om die forte na
kultuurerfenisse le beliou.

Dit is die mening van mnar Anton van Vollenho-
ven vaon die van die nasionnle kultuurhistoriese
museum wal 'n meestéra-verhandeling oor die 30
forte en blokhuise om die hoofalnd geskryfhel. Hy
sédie ou erfeniase moel Lot elke prys bewnar word.
Vyflien van die ou vestings beslnan nog, mnarisin
verskillende toestande vanverval. Fort Schanskop
en Fort Kinpperkop en die blokhuise op die lerrein
vandiestaalspresidentwoningen by ndmiranishuis
in Voortrekkerhoogte is nasionnle gedenkwnar-
dighede en het die beste behoue gebly.

; neer al die forle en blokhuise esndng

opgeknnpen gerestoureer is, kan'n forl

sleamorl—— Openhinre Werke moel eers die groen lije pree.
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forte te red

elyl nan die kunsroeteingesiel word, Preforin anl

tinn mel 1 unieke foenate-aantreldildieid kan ]

apog omdal, die forle n besonders hilaipapdizstad ~
biodenngroot kultuurbale konwees.

Mur Van Vollenhoven aé dil is belreurenswaar-
dig dat Wesforl by Daspoortrand in'nloestand viin
nlgehale verynl beland het. Dié fort is die enigste
wnl deur 'n Franse argitek onlwerp ig en verskil
heellemnl van die ander,

Die ou vesling ataan op grond wnl ann die
provinsinle administrasic behoort.

Forl Wonderhoompoort, wat ook baie verwnar-
loos is, behoort reeds ann die stadsrnad.

Forl Schanskop en Klapperkop is Lol Manrl ver-
lede janr deur die Weermng ns museums gebruik
en in stand gehou, Sederldien het die gehoue nale
vervnlle begin rank. ’

Die weermng hel reeds die stndaraad gennder
am die geboue oor Le neem en verkicslik weer in
musenms om Le skep, monr die Departement van

Wesforl by Daspoortrand, dle enlgste In Prelorla wat deur 'n Franse argllek
ontwerp Is, hel heellemal vervalle geraak.

Forl Klapr ‘kop nadat dit deur die weermag oorgeneem en In al sy glorie herstel Is.

Varwaarlu_..1g tree reeds In sederi dle weermag In Maart verlr

Forl Schanskop voordat dit deur die weermag oorgeneem en geresloureer Is. As 'nplan
nle gemaak word nle, Iyk «* “innekorl weer so.

qnar onttrek hel.
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Die gletysterhekke na Fort Daspoortrand isal beskadig. maar darem e
van die vier ZAR-forte om dne stad wat nog nie tot n nasionale gedenkwaardlghe:d ‘verklaar is nie. - e ey
+ Fote: BENNY BOOYSEN - -* -

: L@, :

e ,nrm

n'} :53&{;

nie weggedra nie. Dié fort is die enigste .

Pretonaners wil vier forte
om stad beskerm bewaar

DeurMargaLny

N GROEP bewarlngsgmmde Pretnrl

- aners het uit hul eie bymekaar gekom -

_;enwpnouaﬂeshz'diestryﬂomdje
i laaste van die stad se vier geskied-
:‘kundlgefortebaske:mmbewaar te

Fort Daspoortrand. later ondet En-

_:, gelsebewind bekend as West Fort, is
» op 12 November 1898 amptelik deur
' die destydse Zuid-Afrikaansche Re-

publiek (ZAR) in ontvangs geneemn en

. is die enigste van die vier fnrte wat
 deur (_He ZAR rondom Proloeh prlon

mmndiedakkegemnakis.mt ls
'n staal van ho# gehalte en het gekeer

dat die sandwalle'bo-op die vertrekke <

die struktuur laat instort.

“N4 dié verwydering, hét die sand-
walle ingestort. Ons doel is ook om
met die hulp van vrywilligerorgani-
sasfes die sand te verwyder en die
fort so ver as mocntlik skoon te
mazk.

“Dan sou ons graag wou sien dat .

dit ingesluit word by die historiese
roete deur die stad, met miskien 'n
permanente tentoonstelling en gras
op die walle om erosie te v orkem »p
mense plele te biod i o klen pioTe

voorsitter van die komitee wat hom
' beywer vir die bewaring van Fort .
.Daspoortrand.

Bouwerk aan die fort het reeds in

Julie 1897 begin. Dit boukoste was -

46 500 pond. Die fort is 'n seskantige .
verdedigingswerk met-bastions. Die
ammunisiekamers was ondergronds

en gange lei uit die binnehof daar-.
heen. Die ammunisie is deur middel .-
van twee skagte, een aan die- voor-,
kant en een aan die agterkant, om-
hoof gehys. Van die gange 2: die ag-
terkant Is vandag g nea ar aan
dlv - orles Ml A0V fesee o] vedat

i
L] 1
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Slowly but surely, other people started to follow his
example and record what they had found. After the First
World War, all sorts of inventions helped people to learn
about the past, and finally, people (both men and
women) started to pursue archaeology as a job, rather
than as a hobby. Nowadays, most archaeologists work in
museums and universities across the world (ibid).

METHODS OF EXCAVATION

The following is a basic introduction and description in
archaeological surveying. This is to understand the
process of archaeological work, to be able to investigate
the principles in order to design the research centre. The
ideal excavation would extract from the site everything
that could possibly be known aboutit, everything that has
survived the physical and chemical changes of centuries
of burial (1993:100).

It should be “dissected logically from the surface down, in
the way that the site dictates, layer by layer, feature by
feature, down to the smallest visible unit, and sometimes
beyond the mechanical or chemical analysis of deposits
in order to understand their structure or contents.

A series of sections at critical points will provide the
maximum practicable obtainable information, while, at
the other end of the scale, it is helpful to section features
of many sorts in order to reveal and record their
structures. Some excavators attempt to get the best of
both worlds by excavating in intensive areas, but leaving
thin bulks , or undug strips, across the site, drawing
visible faces of the balks as they proceed. The balks can
be removed at any time to reveal the whole surface plan
(1993:104).

DATARETRIEVAL

The object of all excavation recording is data retrieval. At
the end of the excavation all that remains are the site
records, the drawings and photographs, and the finds.
Any information which is not contained in one of these is
lost for good. If it is there somewhere, but is difficult to
find, its retrieval may be as laborious as the excavation
itself (1993:162).

+
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Fig. 2.34. Diagram indicating the layered process of archaeological excavations. (1993: 114)
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Fig. 2.35. The use of the site grid for excavations. (1993: 172)
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All aspects of the site recording system visual, in the form
Line

of drawings, sections, contour surveys, together with of
photographs, vertical and oblique, in colour and black saction. E~EI
and white, or written, in the form of record cards, 1
notebooks, punched cards, or tape should be devised so

that they make interpretation, publication and storage as
easy as possible (1993:162).

THE SITEGRID

The skeleton of any recording system must be the site
grid. Under all but emergency conditions this should be
laid out before the excavations begin; and it is essential
to relate the excavation and its grid ti permanent features
in the landscape. With the advent if ever larger areas of
development in towns, and the wholesale removal of
hedgerows and other landmarks in the area, this is
becoming increasingly difficult, and the excavator, in
these circumstances, may become disorientated and
literally may not know where the excavation is
(1993:171).

In urban areas it is necessary to obtain the co-operation
of the engineers and surveyors concerned with the
development in order to locate precisely the excavation
areas in the old and new townscapes. In the country, in
the middle of a large gravel pit or an area of “prairie”
farming, the situation may not be so easy; rather like
fixing one’s position in the desert, it may be necessary to
do some very accurate surveying. It is necessary where
an excavation is taking place in a radically altered
landscape, to publish its relationship to the old
landscape as well as to locate itin the new.
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The metric units are standard on archaeological site (Fig. T et
2.36). Whether the co-ordinate system or a system of
numbered or lettered grids is used, the corners of the
squares should be pegged with accurately placed metal
pegs, and it is an advantage to paint these corner pegs a T —
bright colour so that they can be easily seen (1993:172). @) I 2 3 Metres

Fig. 2.36. Cumulative sections of a typical archaeological excavation. (1993: 116)
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Fig. 2.37. Photo of the Manschappen provisions room. (2010) 02 -47
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