% 2 z T T B ¢ T s = s o~ ~ s - s o

wwwww

orw oFM
p o(=

o= =
o= | -
o2 . <

omW) k omw
omwm T omw
b - = 5
s O L .
mml, ‘ d pa
e >y O o€
i 0. 2] = o
=5 1] @ -
v 1 H &
o m E 0 Z o=
OAW ..n_l.u. L. A < omw
° : i ° m
L kd 5

F
A SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL ST

o2 o=
o= =
o2 o
oﬁmw oﬁw
of= -
o2 o(z

o= -
0% o3 o3 o3 o3 o3 o= o= o= o= o= o3 o o= o3 (3 o3 o3 (3 o3 o33 o3 o3 o= o2 o= o= o2 (12 (3= (= o= o3 o(3 o3 o3 o= o= (= o2 o2 o2 o2 o33 o2 o3 o3 o of'3



University of Pretoria etd — Chabilall, J A (2004)

A SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL STUDY OF THE IMPACT
OF HIV/AIDS ON THE ADOLESCENT IN CHILD-

HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

by

Jyothi Arjun Chabilall

Submitted in fulfillment of the requirements for the degree:

MASTER OF EDUCATION

In the Faculty of Education,

School of Educational Studies

Department of Curriculum Studies

University of Pretoria

Supervisor: Dr C.G. Hartell

2004



University of Pretoria etd — Chabilall, J A (2004) i

DECLARATION

I, Jyothi Arjun Chabilall, declare that this dissertation is my own. It is being submitted for
the Degree of the Master of Education at the University of Pretoria. It has not been

submitted before, for examination at any other University.

Signature

Date



University of Pretoria etd — Chabilall, J A (2004) iv

DEDICATION

This study is dedicated to my parents the late Arjun Khubar
Singh and Omila Devi Singh who were both laid to rest on
09 January 1999 and to my late mother-in-law, Mrs R.C.
Gangai. The emphasis that they placed upon educational
achievement and their unquestionable concern for the
underprivileged and those with special needs, act as an
unwavering source of inspiration to those of us who love

them.



University of Pretoria etd — Chabilall, J A (2004) \%
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I am truly indebted to all those who provided their unconditional support and
encouragement by assisting me in various ways to complete this study. A special thanks
is extended to the following people without whom I could never have completed this
study: |

e My loving husband, Amrith and my precious children Joshna and Nimal who
were totally supportive, encouraging and considerate during this period of study.

e My supervisor, Dr C. G. Hartell whose determination to guide me towards a
scientific approach has indeed paid dividends, inspiring me towards the
realization of a truly scientific study.

e Dr Nirmala Devi Gopal for her time spent editing the dissertation.

e Dr A. Ramphal and Prof Fraser for their invaluable assistance and constructive
suggestions.

e Library personnel who always made special concessions for me - especially
Elsabe Olivier who was prepared to put aside her own schedule to assist with my
research.

e My dearest family Sandhya, Dipika, Aradhna, Kuben and Adhil who were a
constant source of inspiration and encouragement.

e The Singh family of Pretoria for providing me with accommodation and support

as well as for the technical assistance to complete the dissertation.



University of Pretoria etd — Chabilall, J A (2004)

“Ideally, children would live in a world without AIDS. But
our world is not like that. HIV exists in every corner of the
planet, and children and young people are its prime
targets. Every day, six thousand young people under 24 are
infected with HIV. Every day, two thousand infants
contract HIV through mother-to-child transmission. Every
day, more than six thousand children are left orphans by
AIDS, a third of them under 5 years old. And everyday,
sixteen hundred children die of AIDS.” (Piot 2002)
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ABSTRACT

This is a scientific exploration of the manner in which HIV/AIDS impacts upon the adolescents
that are orphaned by AIDS and obliged to live in a child-headed household. What is apparent is
that empirical research based on the socio-educational conditions of orphans in child-headed
households is a neglected field of study since there is mainly anecdotal evidence of the
phenomenon. The central issues of the study are the socio-educational impact of the pandemic
upon such children. This study aims to explore, describe and interpret the phenomenon of
HIV/AIDS within the context of the participants’ (adolescents in child-headed households)
perspectives of their life-world. Apart from endeavoring to gain an insight into the way in
which the social and educational aspects of the adolescents’ lives are affected the study
attempts to create an awareness that will assist NGOs and the Departments of Education and

Welfare in their effort to mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS.

The research abides by a qualitative methodology and an interpretive approach since the
children are to be studied in their natural setting of their homes. The researcher employed a
face-to-face technique in the form of interviews and observations of the adolescents in their
natural environments as well as the Sack’s Sentence Completion Technigue to accumulate data
for the investigation. The social epidemiology theory served as a theoretical framework for this

study.

Findings of the study have revealed that HIV/AIDS has a definite negative impact on the social
and educational lives of orphans in child-headed households. The study has further revealed
that poverty, the lack of support and social discrimination experienced by the orphan in child-
headed households, impact negatively on their social lives and education. Further, this research
has exposed that orphans in child-headed households are vulnerable since they carry the burden
of stigma and discrimination. These unfortunate children are forced to abandon their schooling
because of financial constraints, and in many cases take care of ailing parents and assume adult
responsibilities in their homes. Also, the South African Educational system has not adapted in
keeping with current trends and needs to create more flexible learning opportunities that cater

for children who will otherwise have to abandon their studies.
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