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abstract

This dissertation investigates the accessibility of public architecture. The aim is to
illustrate the relevance of accessibility in architecture by establishing a theoretical
premise and applying it in design.

The theoretical analysis defines inclusive design and examines the relevance of
the topic within the South African context. It explores written theory on the topic
and how it has evolved. The aim is to understand the implications of an inclusive
design approach in architecture and to assess the inclusivity of recently completed
buildings. The design investigation explores an exclusively inclusive approach in the
design of a public building. The intent is to create a building that is inclusive; one
that can be used by all.

Currently, there is a lack of accessible public facilities in the Burger’s Park precinct,
thus the Burger'’s Park Opportunity Platform is proposed. The Opportunity Platform
is a building that provides and facilitates the necessary resources for a community
to prosper. It facilitates much needed community programmes and facilities such
as literacy and skills training and access to books, the Internet and other media.
The public nature of this building type implies that it is to be used by the entire
community, which provides appropriate conditions to explore inclusive design in
Pretoria.

The study, through theoretical, empirical and contextual enquiry, provides an
understanding of the principles pertaining to inclusive design and how it manifests
in architecture.
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