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UP Fashion and Craft School Design Initiative
UP Performing Arts
UP Visual Arts Departments.

THESIS/CAUSE
To initiate an interdisciplinary cross-pollination to assert the
University of Pretoria’s creative arts.

CLIENT

UP in collaboration with TEKO — a Scandinavian Fashion and
Textile School of Design that is co-operating with South African
tertiary institutions through the Department of Trade and
Industries.

USERS
UP students and young designers from the retail design
industries.

MODUS

By creating a resource rich South African environment where
design consultants will aid artisans to achieve viable careers
in design.

LOCATION
Hatfield, Pretoria

MAIN INVESTOR
Property Investor: Intersite




“Everything around us either relates to the

body or the environment. | think of modular
systems where clothes are like small parts of
the interior, the interiors are part of architecture,
which is then part of the urban environment.

| think of fluid space where they are all a part of
each other, just in different scales and
pl'OpOI'tiOﬂS.”(Hussein Chalayan, British fashion designer)
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The essence of this dissertation is to explore the synergies
between fashion and architecture as visual communicators with
the aim to create a place of “orientation” and “identification”

for the urban nomad.

In his book Genius Loci — Towards a Phenomenology in
Architecture, Norberg-Schulz identifies these two functions as
the means by which man gives meaning to his environment in
order to be at home in this world. Where “orientation” and
“identification” are not present in an environment, man feels
alienated. (1980:19)

In the first chapter of this document we will assess the real
world problem of urban fabric decay in the Hatfield area, where

the emptiness of the chosen site has left a void in the landscape.

We will explore how this void was not seen as a limitation by the
designers, but rather as an opportunity to enhance its
possibilities, as it often takes an artist's eye to find beauty in
that what seems damaged. The second chapter urges that the
arts should be elevated in a developing country such as

South Africa in order to assert people with a sense of self worth
and belonging.

In chapter three we evaluate the existing urban context in
regards to three major influences on site choice: the Gautrain
station adjacent to the site, the UP Vision for a Future Urban
Campus, and S TA_R.T. — the Urban Framework for the Hatfield
area that aims at Social Transition through the Activation of
Regenerative Techniques.

introduction

Chapter four involves a site analysis where care was taken to
include the existing natural aspects along with the relevant
cultural and historical layers of the site to expose a wardrobe of
opportunities in the design for the three schools. To unbutton
the potential of a fashion school, an in depth study into

the psychology of fashion added further richness to the design.
This is discussed in chapter five and leads up to chapter six
where parallels are drawn between fashion and architecture.

To draw value from such a discussion, one has to apply the
theory to a relevant design challenge. The project envisages a
fresh approach to cross-pollination between the arts. In chapter
seven and eight the relevance of this approach in South Africa
becomes apparent when it is illustrated how a theme such as
‘reconstruction’ can add value to the urban landscape and in
chapter nine the longevity of such a project is questioned and
defended with a business and management strategy plan.

Finally CMT (Cut, Make, Trim) is a humoristic play on the
fashion industry's process of manufacturing. Chapter ten (Cut)
involves the design development, chapter eleven (Make) the
functional and spatial design execution and chapter twelve
(Trim) the technical investigation.

Throughout the project, KNOOP was not seen in isolation,
but as part of a larger design reality with a common thread -
that of designing a place for the people.
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