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CHAFTER & : LEOFRARD CONSERVATION IM FARMING AREAS OF THE TRANSYAAL.

INTRODUCTION

Leapards have ore of the widest gecgraphical rarges of large

terrestrial mammals arnd are the most widely distributed of all the worldl's
large cats. Despite years of persecutiaorm they are still ta be found in
Chira, parts of the Middle East, cover most of Africa anmd ever industrial

Scauth Africa (Noartonm 1384).

The status of lecpards has giver rise ta contraversy, but ir Africa it
is generally accepted that they are rnot in immediate darger of extinmcticn
(Myers 137&6j5;Eatar, 137835 Martirn & De Meuleraer 1387). Hcowever irn mast
Africarn courntries lecpards are 'threaterned’ mainly due toc the declive in
area of their natural habitat, their poterntial for predation an live stock
and by their use in the fur trade (Hamiltom 1381). The Scuth Africarn Red
Data Back Terrestrial Mammals (Smithers 1386) listed leapards as rare, nct
endangered or vulrnerable, but at risk. In Scuth Africa substartial leapard
pepulaticns cocour on cur larger game reserves {(Kruger Naticnal Fark,
Kalahari Gemsbok Natiormal Fark, and Hluhluwe/Umfclczi Game Reserve).
Nevertheless, a large proportion of the Scuth Africarn populaticorn cccurs
cutside these large protected areas (Narton 1384), especially in the
Trarnsvaal where lecpards are gazetted as FProtected Wild Arimals (Ord. 12,
Art.15). This means that a permit is required ta hunt leapards, except
where they have killed livestock. In such cases the imcidernt must be
repcrted ta the relevant authorities withiw 24 h.

Their presernce and future survival crm private lamd im the R.S.A. gives
cause for coricerrn. Not anly is available matural habitat declining, but

livestcck cwrners lose thaousarnds of rarnds from cattle leosses caused by
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leapards. In the process indiscriminate measures (poisaming ete.) taken by
farmers, regatively irnfluerice whcle ecosystems in that cther rare

secondary consumers disappear where lecpards are intermsively extermirated.

OBJECTIVES

Examiving a cornservaticn strategy for a specific predatecr species which
campetes with man in agriculturaly develuped areas, recescsitates
caonsideraticn of a wmumber of factors. However, in the Transvaal, with its
diverse farming activities, the situatiorn is ever mare complex.

Faer this reascr apticrms for a specific strategy carmcot always be
applied consistartly. In a glabal appraach the follawing information is

riecessary :

a. A distributicn map for lecpards in the Trarsvaal whereby viable
populaticorns and areas of comflict are idernmtified.

b. Estimated rumber of leapards in the Trarmsvaal.

c. Infaormaticr crm what is happerning iv these areas i.e. the scape of the
prablem must be ascertaired.

d. Feasible sclutiewms ard humarn anmd financial rescurces tc implemert

these, must be available.

METHODS

Infermaticr regarding distributiom of lecapards, their status inm these
areas as well as problems asscciated with their presernce, was gathered
fraom farmers, officials of the Trarnsvaal Divisior of Nature ard
Enviramental Conservaticrm (TFA) arnd the Folice. Irnformaticnm an
distributicon was plotted an a 1:250 Q00 Tapa cadastral map.

The riumber of lecpards ir the Trarsvaal was estimated by mearns of
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extrapalating informaticn gairvied fram radic callared lecpards irn the
Trarsvaal Waterberg (Chapter 3)y, Transvaal Lowveld (Horrccker & Eailey
1386; le Raux & Skirmrmer 1383), HKerya {(Hamiltcwm 1381), Zimbabwe (Smith
1377) arnd Tarzarnia (Bertrum 1578) ta their cccurrerce arnd status in
different areas of the Trarnsvaal.

Fotential scluticors to the conflict betweer farmers (cattle arnd game)
and lecpards were discussed iw depth with farmers in differernt areas and
in different situaticorms. The use of an electric ferce, actirg as a barrier
betweer lecpards and cattle calves was investigated as a passible calf
protecticn strategy (CFPS) in certain situatiorns. A 400m paddock with a
1,2 meter high ferice, consisting of five wire strairns was erected inm the
Mabula Game Reserve. Two of the strains, 100mm and 350mm above grournd
level, were electrified.

Twa damestic goats were kept permarently im the paddack for the pericd
August to September 13987, to establish whether lecpards could peretrate
the barrier. Arn electric pulse with a voaltage of seven thausard (0,2 Amps)
was comsistantly supplied cver this pericd with a battery driven Gallager
E3 ermergizer (Gallagher Faldervale, Fietermaritzburg R.S5.A). A surparmmel

{Meps Electrorics Witrivier R.S.A.) charged the battery.

RESULTS

With the excepticn of areas rorth of the Scutparsberg ard ir the
Lawveld, all leapard strongholds arnd resultant conflict Zares are
restricted to mourmtairn ranges fSautpansberg, Waterberg, Magaliesberny,
Drakerisberg etc.) and brokewn terrain in the foaothills of these mourttains

(Fig.21).




University of Pretoria etd — Grimbeek, A M (2005)
-127-

The fallawirng lecpard devsities were recorded sa far ivn different

savarma areas of Africa :

<
Tsava Maticrnal Fark, Kenya = cre lecpard per 13 km {(Hamiltaon 1976 &
2
Sererigeti Naticrmal Fark, Tarzarnia = cre leacpard per 23 km (Eertram S 7aS:
2
Hruger Naticrmal Fark, F.S.A. = are lecpard per & km (Bailey, pers. ccmm.

i Hamiltorm 1381)
2
Rhodes Matobas Naticmal Fark, Zimbabwe = are lecpard per S km (Smith 1977)

2
Waterberg {(Mabcomspruit) = cre lecpard per 33 km (present study)

The lecpard demsity inm the Nabcamspruit area car be regarded as fairly
low, as areas with much higher dernsities exist (e.a. Melk River study area
pers abserv., Trarnsvaal Lowveld (le Roux & Skirmer 1983). Twa carnservative
cétegories of lecpard demsity were {subjectively) assumed to be
representative of core arnd low dermsity areas (Fig 21), mamely crne lecpard
per 30 k% arnd cme lecpard per &0 Rj'respectively. The tctal low density
areas in the Trarsvaal (Fig 21) totalled 19500 kg; while that of core
areas were determirned at 33500 k%'(G.I.S. Lab, University of Fretoria).
Thus, givirvrig an effective populaticr estimate of 1642 irdividuals for the
Trarnsvaal, cutside of the Kruger Naticornal Fark, Indeperndert States arnd

Selfgoverning States.

The scope_of the_ problem

How are stock arnd game farmers beirng affected?

Leapards in the Trarsvaal are responsible for taking a cormsiderable
rumber of livestack each year, the majocrity being calves up ta four mormths
ald. These calves are captured mastly inm mourtaircus veld {(racky areas),

remcte from humarn disturbarce {(Chapter 4). The presert eccrcmic depressicn
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recessitates that farmers get the maximum use cut of their land. The
current high meat prize alsca exacerbates these laosses.
Ovi game farms the impact «of lecpards on the young of valuable game
amimals must wmot be urnderestimated. Due to high costs, regarding the
acquisiticrn and reloccating of game on private property, lecpards are

seldam tolerated o these farms.

How are leapards being threatered in these areas?

The elimiwaticrn of lecpards maimly happeris by means of trap-cages, setguns
ard poiscr (toxicarnts). Trap-cages are seldom successful. Gintraps and
setguns on the cther hand are very effective although imdiscriminate when
ot used with cauticrm. These devices are not only applied due to the
abcve—-mernticrned lecpard/farmer conflict situaticonms, but are alsc important
im the local fur trade and even for traphy hurnting as some hurnters do pay
to shact lecpards inm gintraps and trapcages.

At presernt many lecpards are killed by individual farmers with
corsiderable experiernce inm killing leapards (by means «of gintraps aﬁd
setguris). Mast farmers rely on them to eliminate lecpards that have
actually killed calves. What was initially dore as a hobby and "commuriity
cervice?! is turming irntoe a profit makinmg scheme, whereby inmocent lecpards
are alsc dispased of. The present demand and high value of lecpard pelts
coampernsating for their efforts.

Foisars: such as strychnine, folidel ete, on the other hand, are used
irresparnsibly by marny cattle and game ranchers in anm attempt to destray
all predatcrs, irncluding lecpards. These paisons alsa cantribute ta the

abserice of vultures and several eagle species in most of the Northern
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Tramsvaal (van Jaarsveld, pers comm. *).

Camplete destructicr of parts of the leapard’s rmatural habitat due to
crop farming (bush cleararce) on mastly marginal lard, may everitually lead
to islarnds of small leapard populaticoms. Such poepulatiors may mot be
viable in the larg term, because of possible loass of geretic diversity
(Humphrey 1985).

Mcre emphasis must alsc be placed arn preverting the elimivaticn of
natural prey species, especially small mammals znd game birds iw farmirg
areas of the Trarnsvaal. Mast farmers are unaware of the fact that mary
farm labourers supplement their faod supply by usirng dogs, swares and
different traps to capture small mammals and game birds. At the erd of the
day, two to three large families car have a definite influerce cr the
number of prey species.

,This trend ir scme areas mot carly leads tx darngercusly Ilcw lecpard
dersities, but alsac to an ircreased risk of calves being takern ard the
subsequert schaaling of preablem lecpards.

All leapards are patential stock killers, a lecpard that takes a calf
is rnot necessarily a problem lecpard. Only whewn takirg calves crm a regular
basis, and/cr making ar effort to get intce a paddock cr enclasure, canm it

be regarded as =a prablem leapard.

#*
J. varn Jaarsveld
F.0. Bax 33507
Karernpark
Fretaria

0118
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Electric fericing :
Durirg the €0 day trial (August/September 1387), lecpard spacr were
fournd o term cccasicorns in the vicinity of the electrified erclasure. The

ferce was however rot crossed ard both goeats survived.

DISCUSSION
Much speculaticm has arisern as to the miwimum populatiorn size of a
large mammal populaticon to ersure genetic viability. It has beern

established that large carrnivores generally exhibit a higher degree of

hamcozygosity arnd prabably possesses fewer alleles per gene within any
givern populaticon tharn is the case irn herbivare populaticns. It might well
be that carrnivores have fournd arncther way of capimg with their
evoluticarnary adaptability prablems. However this aspect may make a large
carmnivore less geretically adaptable and therefoare mcre vulrerable
{Leyhauser: 1386).

Much mcre irternsive research is rneeded to arnswer these guesticns an the
gernetic diversity of species and of the rumber of individuals recessary
for the lorng term cormservaticr of a populaticrm (Humphrey 1385).

Far Indiam tigers (Fanthera tigris tigris) a mimimum rumber of 300
individuals has been suggested {(Leyhauser 1388). The comservative figure
of 1642 leapards in the Trarnsvaal {cutside the Kruger Naticral Fark,
Indeperndernt and Selfgaverrning States) seems therefcre fram an adaptive
variability paoint of view out_of darger.

Although infarmaticr on different aspects of gere flow of free ranging

leapard populaticrs are lacking, Figure 1 shows that differernt lecpard

papulations inm the Trarmsvaal are currently to a large extent lirmked, which
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makes watural gere flaw a paossibility.

Aricther enccouraging terndercy, from a lecpard’'s point of view, is the
vast riumber of private game rariches praclaimed im the Trarmsvaal. Although
suitable areas for lecpards thus exist (Fig.21), these may rct be
available as hamcogewecus urmits iv the future, due to ircreasing humarn
pressure. It is therefore impocrtant toa start covicentrating on the
moritoring of habitats providing leapards with strormghcolds.

What is proposed, is rict to isclate these idenmtified habitats which
would camprise thousands of hectares as rnature reserves, but rather
request that they be reserved irn the future as '"mature areas’. In arder to
achieve this it is propoased that details of lecpard distributicon be
pravided to the co-crdirnatcors of the S.A. Flanm for Nature Carservaticn.
The S.A.Flarn for Nature Carniservation, admiristered by the Department of
Eriviraonmerntal Affairs in cornjunction with the pravincial authorities, has
as its aim the establishment of a scientifically based rmaticmal retwork of
practected areas.

The S.A. Plan, in it's selecticw of arn area, lacks at a Qariety af
factcrs such as ecclogical diversity, threatered plarnts anmd animals
scientific value ete. In the selection of an area, every effcrt is made to
ensure that ormly the 'best’' areas are protected. It is possible that
habitats identified as lecpard stranghalds are also worthy of protection
in terms of cther characteristics. The presernce of leapards would thus be
an additiormal motivation ir a decision making process.

The reservation of arm area as a "rature area’ will mearn that there is
nc charnge in cwnership and that the lardowrner carm cortirnue with his
current activities. It will alsca mearn that a sciermtific management plan
carn be established for the total area. To erable this, and apprapriate

bourdary defimiticon for the 'rnature areas’, informatiorn about certain
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aspects of leapard ecalcagy irm different Bcasystems of the Trarmsvaal must
be available. This informaticn is alsc essential for proper future
monitoring.

Coarmservatiorn of the lecpard’s riatural prey species, especially small
mammals and game birds carrct be over emphasized. Although rnature
Coamservation aofficials canfiscate hurdreds of srares each year, the
majcority are rot detected (K. Myburg. pers. ccmm.)* due ta the large areas
invalved and the remcteress of many farms.

In this regard maryy farmers must definitely cormsider praviding

supplemertary protein raticrs fer labourers, to prevent urmecessary

burting pressure on small game. Corservation of this secteor of the fauna

will reduce the potermtial lass of cattle calves and valuable artelcpes.

In the Transvaal, cattle farming is beirng corducted urder intersive and
eétensive conditions, iwm different veld types {(sweet, mixed, scur
bushveld). This together with diverse farming policies applied by
individual farmers makes a gereralised scluticar regardinmg the
lecpard/cattle conflict very difficult.

As most losses are of rew bocrrn calves, the lecpard/cattle cartact
prablem cam be avercome to scme extent by adapting stock mawmagement to the
threat. For example syrnchronisation of calving and removing calves fram

high risk areas.

*
K. Myburg

Chief Directorate of Nature anrd Ervirarmental Coarmservat ian
Frivate Eag X203

Fretoria,

0001
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ARlthough marny farmers da practice this, much more canm be achieved ir this

regard. Improved syrchronisation of calving pericds tcgether with advariced
plarming concerwing rotatiornal grazing programmes, whereby high risk camps
are ornly used pricr ta the calving pericd, and whern calves are clder than

six mormths, carn be applied with cornsiderable success.

A calf prctecticon strategy (CFS) with the emphaéis o the preventionm of
the risk factor in terms of lacality of camps and calf age, is definitely
a crucial comporent of a long term lecpard comservation strategy in the
Trarmsvaal. On farms where such measures are impractical aor where drcacught
has caomplicated marnagement, prevenmticrm of stack losses through farm
 marniagement must be through cther acticns. The mast realistic approach
wauld be the cormstructicr of a physical barrier such as an electrified
ferice (Nortocrm 1385), which may effectively deter a lecpard from hurt ing.
However the permarernt exclusion of leapards fram large farming urnits
thrcugh electric fercing, might sclve the conflict problem but will rot
satisfy the glabal cbjective, mamely the comservaticw of the species.

Emphasis should be placed or the fact that electrified fewcirng shaould
be used as a supplementary actiorm for high—-risk paddaocks during specific
times, whern cther measures are rot possible.

In additiar, specific use of such rmeasures on a small scale, for
instance the creationm of cavernight electrified paddacks (1-2 ha) may alsa
be corsidered as protecting calves in excepticormal circumstarces.

Rlthcugh the mairternance of an electrified ferice, especially longer

fences aver rough terrain, may at first cause scme difficulties fram a
farmer’s point of view, these can be avercome. As erergisers, batteries,
shackbaxes arnd surparnels are maobile, it means that anly ame such unit set
need be used ort a farm. Experditure wise the first kilometer will cost

R2183, 00.
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It entails :
1 % Meps 122 (12v) Erergiser R 460, 00
1 x 12 Volt Battery 610 R 120, 00
1 % Shockbax R 135, 00
1 x 12 Watt Surn Farnel R_3286, 00

30 % LIM Clamps R 18,00
30 x Strain Insulators R 360. 00
1000 % UNW Imsulators R 350, Q0
2 % 30 kp Steelwire (&, Zmm) R_300, 00

Tatal :  R2183,00

The second kRilometer up to 6 km will cost R1028, 00 per/kmnm.

Froblem lecpards causing damage which are rcot deterred by the
above-merticrned measures, should be elimimated immediately.

Game rarnching has over the years grown irtco a multi milliom Rard
farming industry. The availability of lecpards far traphy hunting purpcses
is hawever still a conmtroversial matter. At present land cwrners inm the
Trarnsvaal can apply for permits to hunt (trophy) lecpards (Ord. 12, 1383
Art. 18) for themselves or for any cther persan, praviding that the species
cocur an the property onm a permarnernt basis.

However landocwners are rict allowed to hurmt a Frotected Wild Brimal

{(i.e. lecpard), which has beern lured by bait ar accournt of it's edibility,
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smell cr taste, or by any saound. (Ord. 12, 1383, Art.23), urless livestcck*
have beeri killed by the animal arnd therefare naturally lured due to the
audibility, smell cr taste of the kill. Mary lecpards are illegally hurted
ir this way arnd with the aid of girtraps or trap-cages (without steck
beirmg killed) fcr trophies.

Lecpards cutside Game Reserves are seldam seen because of their
shyrness. Therefoare burting of lecpards urder ricrmal hunting circumstarices
for traphy purpases is virtually impossible. Adjustmert of the Ordinarce
in terms of baitirmg (hurmting from a hide) will make lecpards more
available, thereby turrirng them intc arn eccrcmic asset. Irn other wcrds,
sustairnable utilizaticrn, which carn be irterpreted as using the interest
and keeping the capital. Nevertheless it is still very difficult tc bait
leacpards, so the actual rumber shat arrially should rct ircrease, but the
actual figure for lecpards culled ir this fashicri will beccme apparert.
Such more representative statistics will eventually praomcte a lomg term
canservation strategy for leapards.

A strict well corntralled scientifically based permit system, together
with a licerice system regarding the possessiorm of leapard skins and
traphies, as applied inm the case of elephant tusks, is however esserntial.

Recommerdaticrs for the wnumber of permits to be issued for traphy
hurting irn each district of the Trarisvaal, are at presernt the
respansibility of law enforcement cfficials of the Divisior of Mature and

Envirarmertal Cornservation (TFRA). Rlthough decisions are made based orn

*¥Livestack: Howse,mule,ass,bull,ccw,calf,sheep,goat,pig or poultry.
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irnadequate data this is the anly aepticr in the abserce of inmformaticn
regarding the differert leapard poepulations inm the Tramsvaal. The rnumber
of leapards hunted during the last three years, were 22 inm 13986, 51 in
1387 and 47 ivn 1388 (F. Fostma pers. ccomm. ).

The total rumber of permits issued armually irn the Trarnsvaal foor
exporting trophies, is with effect fram 1 Jaruary 1330 hcowever subject to
the grarting of a CITES quata. This must defiriitely be backed up by a
licerce system for the possessicorn of lecpard skins armd trophies. Such a
licerice system will riot anly provide vital represertative information (up
to date lacking) on how marny lecpards are killed {problem or traphy
hurmting) armually in the Trarnsvaal, but will alsa identify problem areas
(districts) and prevert urcortralled trade in specimerns.

Arny individual who persistantly attempts to get a licerce for more thar
arie or two skirs will attract atterticr and the case can be investigated.
The current system whereby farmers in the Trarnsvaal only reed to report
the killirng of a lecpard (tﬁat caused damage) withim 24 h to a loeal
authority are irnadequate. Only the more canscienticus farmers bother ta
notify the authorities, and a significant rumber of skirs ernter the

illegal trade.

w
F.FPastma

Chief Directcrate of Nature armd Envircrmental Cornservatian
Frivate Eag x&03

Pretaria

Q001
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Army landocwrer whao legally hurted a lecpard may dispose of the skin
without beirmg the halder of a permit (Fostma pers. comm. ).

A cortroversal matter is that lecpards are at presernt ircluded in
Apperdix I, of the Corvenrtiam Iw Intermaticrmal Trade in Erndarigered Species
of Wild Faura ard Flera (CITES). Apperdix I irmcludes all species
threatered with extincticr, which are ar may be affected by trade. Trade
{expcrt), in specimens of these species is subject ta particularly strict
regulaticorn, inm order riot to erndanger their survival, and is anly
authorised in excepticormal circumstarces. No trade is allcowed - carly export
of hurnting traphies cr perscrnal effects.

Trade in specimeris of Apperdix I species, alsa requires the appraoval of
the Sciermtific ard Maragemert Authorities in the imparting caurtry,
notwithstanding permission giveri by the exparting country. For species in
Apperdix II, onmly the Sciermtific ard Mariagemerit Authcrities of the
exporting countries are irnvalved. There are hawever excepticons to the rule
for which impcrt permits are reguired due tca stricter legislaticr adapted
by the impcrting ccurntry (Postma pers. comm. )

Demarding Apperdix II status fcr the lecpard will mearn that the
respansibilities will be placed or the exporting courntry to decide corm the
quata ta be exported. This carn lead to & dangercus situaticrm iw the
abserice of imformaticon an papulatiorn trends of different leapard
populaticrms arnd the praper moniitoring of explaitation iw mary RAfricarn
courntries.

Orly if the differert ccurtries adhere ta CITES stipulaticns, can
transfer from Apperdix I to II‘be cansidered. The quota of 50 oranted to
the R.S.A for the expart of lecpard trophies (1990) alsa seems ta be
rather low.

Rlthough rict a major threat, the conmstarnt elimirnation of individual
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leapards , or attempts ta do sa, are a cause for corcern. If conmflict
(leapard/farmer) preventicr measures, as proposed in the precedirng
paragraphs, could be applied successfully, the conmtinucus elimirnation of
individuals wculd be less impocrtarnt. More leapards will thus be available
far proper exploitaticorn (trophy humting) rather tharm fer just the skirn.

The use of different capturing devices to eliminate irmdividual lecpard:
is getting cut «f hand. Subject to the pravisicrns of Ordinarce 12, Art 27,
e persorn shall hunt or catch a lecpard by means of gintraps, setgurns ar
trap cages, unless this ccocwrs in the immediate vicinity of a livestocok
carcass, which has apparently been killed, or if there is a reascrnable
suspicican that the leapard is about to cause damage to stoack. It is
haowever rnecessary for measures to be takern as these devices {(gintraps,
setgums etc.) are beirng misused.

Experiericed farmers (with gintraps etc.) should cperate under the
auspices of the Transvaal Agricultural Uricrn, toa assist the Froblem Arnimal
Contral Urmit of the Divisiorn of Nature and Envircrmental Caonservatiar,
Trarmsvaal, or be irncorporated within registered prablem amimal clubs
(private larndowrers). In the latter however, a lack of camtrcl regarding
the use of gintraps etc. may cause problems. Registered problem aﬂimai
clubs are alsc rict fournd ivm all districts. Gintraps and setgurs must
definitely be made illegal arnd ornly used under these carmtroalled
circumstarnces by authorized individuals, for the exclusive control of
praoblem lecpards.

FPaoisarning game without a permit is illegal (Ord 12, 1383; Art 31).
However, strychriine may be used ir pill form to poison problem anmimals
{(chachma baboorns, vervet moﬂkéys, black backed jackals arnd bush pigs).
Rlthcugh a prescripticn fram a veterinarian is required for strychrnine,

the poisor is available withcaut any permit fraom certain pharmacists imn the



—1 40—
Nocrtherr Trarcsvaal.

This may be irrelevart because a toxicarnt like folidal, that is alsa
highly lethal to lecpards, will always be freely available due ta its use
by crap farmers. Thus, barmirig paiscris may serve as a deterrent. Howewver,
it is crucial to inform landowrers abocut the destructive effect of pocisare
o arn ecaosystem arnd that every predatcor species has 3 defirmite ecclagical
rale. Wher eliminated in total, or fram most of its area, this could mearn
that cother predator species will partially cocupy the area vacated by the
origival ccoccuparnt. The exterminaticy of lecapards in marny parts of the
Trarnsvaal bushveld has cartributed for example teo an increase inm black
backed jackals ard caracals. These species are at present causing larger
prablems thanm lecpards ern both cattle amd game farms. They are alsa more
difficult ta corntraol (caracal to a lesser extent) ard have little value as
trophy arnimals.

Inm corclusiarn, the implicatiorns af lecpard cormservaticn are greater
thar merely for aesthetical and ethical corsideraticrns. As the largest
predatcr inm most farming areas of the Trarnsvaal, they have a defirmite
furicticrmal rale to play in balarcing and stabilizirmg the differernt
ecosystemns.

Lecpard populaticms cutside large sarctuaries im the Trarmsvaal are rct
yet ir darmger of extirncticr, but it would be naive ta think that they are
stable cr even ircreasing. Rlthcugh prospects appear gloccomy, farmers are
sympathetic, and will cacperate if stock lasses canm be limited, and the
game farm praoblem sclved.

The biggest lorngterm threat:hawever ta the future survival of lecpards
still is the reducticrm of their natural habitat. What is of importarce, is
that we still have scme time to experiment with cur acpticrns, to ersure the

leng term survival of this prince of the bushveld.
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