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AESTRACT

Rlthaugh the cpportunistic feeding habits of lecpards were
evidert in this study, scat aralysis shawed that ungulates were
by far the predomivant food, with impala beirg the most freguent
item. The fact that cattle calves were anly takern up tao + 100
days old, emphasize the relevarce of a proaper stock mariagement
pragram ta prevernt stock losses. In additicr, where such
measures were impractical, tempary fisical barriers such as
electric fercing showed potermtial for applicaticr.

Modificaticn an different capture techriques were
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imvestigated wnot only to capture lecpards for radic collaring
but alsa for the elimimaticn of prablem lecpards.

The effective home range size of a resident male anmd female
lecpard in the Nabocomspruit area were calculated at 203 Hﬁzaﬂd
157 kmzraﬁpectively. R dernsity of crne lecpard per 532 R% R E
suggested for the Naboomspruit study area. Hoth lecpards were
predominantly nocturnal with some crepuscular sctivity.
Tranmsloacation experiments revealed differenmt results. The
conducting of translocaticons in farming areas, where problem
lecpards are irnvolved are however ncot suggested.

Lecpard dewnsity and distributicn patterrns showsd that wmiumbers
are relative safe, and that populaticrms are currently to a large
extert linked, which makes matural gere Flaw a possibility.
Althcough suitable areas for lecpards thus exist, these may not
be available as homogercus units in the future, due to

imcreasing human pressure.
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