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CHAPTER _ VI.

THE PRESS AND PUBLIC OPINICN.

*In how far the Press represents public
opinion, moulds it, or has any relation to it, is a matter
for speculatioi%?. It is now proposed to attempt this
speculation. There is no doubt that public opinion cannot
be stampeded by any mechanical means, as the result of the
8t. George's, Westminster, by-slection (discussed in the
following chapter) clearly shows. On the other hand it
cannot be said that newspapers have no important effect
whatsoever in guiding the thoughts of its readers. Where,
between these two extremes, can the line be drawn?. Early
newspapers, being in the strictest sense newspapers and by
no means "viewspapers”, provided much food for thought but,
except for the manner in which the news was presented gave
no indication of ite own attitude towards the speech, occur-
rence or whatever the matter reported may have been. The
development of the newslet ters into purveyors of both news
and vie§§4has served to complicate the issue which hitherto
had been plain and straightforward.

If a newspaper does influence the line of
thought of its readers, is this influence restricted in each
case to the individual reader, quite unrelated to the world

at large, or is there, through these readers, a general
influence/

Dr.G.J.Renier in ¥The ¥nglish: Are they Human?t".

The introduction into most newspapers of cartoons dealing
with current toplcs has served to complicate matters gtill
further. Cartoons, invariably partial tc some cause,
exercise & subtle and almost unconscious influence on the
mind of the newspaper reader.
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influence exerted upon the whole community? William McDougall
gays: "(Consider the influence of the American Sunday news-
papers. These papers are read on a large soale all over the
continent; and the bulk of those published at different places
is identical, being prepared and printed in New York, and
then sent to be blended with a little local matter in each
centre of publication; thus each Sunday morning vast numbers
are reading the same stuff*, Although McDougall does not
actually say so, he implies that, through reading the same
matter, Americans are unconsciously thinking aleng similar
lines.

It cannot be doubted that in very many in-
stances the public, themselves undecided as to what stand-
point to adopt, look to the Preas for guidance, and, once
given the lead, are prepared to follow. It is not so much
a game of "Follow my Leader", as "Follow the Leader-writer®,
Hany members of the public are either unable or are too lagy
to think for themselves but once an opinion has been formed
on a matter they are prepared elther to agree or disagree with
these views and to accept them as their own or to reject them.
The Mayor of Johannesburg, ﬁr.n.?.corleii?said: 1t is a
fact that the general public would appear to be dependent
upon the daily newspapers for their own opinions on matters of
vital public interest. That being so, the responsibility of
the Prese is very great indeed. Our safety seems to lie in
the fact that you 40 not hesitate to express, very often em-
phatically, divergent opinions. I must acknowledge the
indebtedness we all owe to the responsible Press and the

tremendous /

315. *The Group Mind", page 135.

216. Minutes of the Opening of the annual Congress of
the South African Socliety of Journalists, Johannesburg,
January, 1933.
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tremendous part it plays in the public life of this City
and in the Union of South Africa®.

There are some, however, who are not prepared
to accept as final the opinions formed by newspapers but
prefer to reason for themselves. Even these persons are in
gome cases dependent for their facts upon the dally Prees,
for where no information is available, no judgment can be
formed, and the presentation in the Press of news, which is
not otherwise easily obtainable very often forms the bgfés
upon which conclusions are formed. Dr. Morris Ginsberg
ghows how the public rests, not so much on personal contact,
but on means of communication by means of the Press. "One
may*, he states, "be a reader of several newspapers. Sugges-
tions coming from different parts will tend to neutralise
one another or to lead to a suspense of judgment and to
further discussion®.

The incentive which the Press provides for
the #further discussion® is a most valuable one. Thought
in the modern world, characterised as it is by a daily whirl
of hustle and bustle is at a premiii? Mogt people prefer to
be busily engaged in some activity or other, whether it be
work or recreation, rather than to apply themselves t0 medi-
tation and to serious thinking. In fact it has been suggest-
eglgthat the popularity of the modern light novel is due to
the fact that it obviates the burden of having to think. It
is an undisputed fact that "stories®, elther short, or of

novel /

"The Psychology of Soclety", page 137.

Stephen Leacock: "The Unsolved Riddle of Scoial Justice".
Page 36! "Few men think for themselves. The thoughts of
most of us are little more than imitatione and adaptations
of the ldeas of stronger minds",

Mr.Hamilton Fife, addressing the Alpha Club in Belfast,made
the following observation! ®Most people buy books and news-
papers to stop themselves from thinking. That is why books
which contain information never sell well, and it is also

the reason for the modern newspaper, &as opposed to that of
40 /
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novel length, are in much greater demand than bocks of an
informative and instructive nature. The reason for this

is that the latter require something more on the part of the
reader than merely being read. The information contained

in them has also to be "marked, learnt, and inwardly digested®.
The majority of members of public libraries and book clubsg

are apparently averse to mental indigestion and thereforse
choope the light reading matter which requires a minimwm of
effort on their part.

Mr, Justice MoCardie, that eminent English
Judge, whose words of wisdom from the Bench always command
attention, recently stated that "Parliament might mould
opinion t0 a certain extent, but the supreme moulding of
opinion is achieved by the ?raa§§? Thig being so it is the
duty of the Press to see that the moulding of opinion is upon
right lines. #hat direction these lines take is, of course,
an Open matter, for while one newepaper considers that the
standpoint which it has taken up is the correct one, another
paper holding views diametriocally opposite may consider it-
self to be in the right. It is for the reader of both
papers calmly and dispassionately to consider the facts given
on both sides and then to form his own opinion.

It ie a commonplace that the readers of a
newspaper are not necessarily its supporters. A parson may
subscribe to a newspaper for years in order t0 obtain an
adequate news supply, without in any way considering himself
bound by the views of the newspaper to which he subscribes.
Opinions must be based upon facts and if the facts are not

true /

219. (continued from previous page!) 40 years ago . Nowadays
a morning or an evening newspaper ls a drug to prevent
thought during the journey to and from work.

330. iBloenfontein Friend®, 1931.
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true then the opinions formed on those facts must be faulty.
1% is the duty of newspapers to give the facts correctly
and impartially in order to allow of reliable opinions being
formed.

“Instead of a record of the day's happenings

told in their proper proportion, there is a

congtant tendency to trim, to edit, to omit,

or to embellish facts if they ghould happren

to come into conflict directly or indirectly

with the moneyed interests which lie behind

the paper or the group of papers®. (221).
¥r. H.J.Laski, one of Ingland's foremost leaders of political
though%fa says: ¥"Students of public opinion like mr.Walter
Lippmagisara right in their emphasis upon the vital connec-
tion between truthful news and liberty; Truthful news is
dangerocus to & Scciety the actual contours of which its
presentation might seriously change. It would have been a
different war in 1614 without propaganda.... It only paye %o
primt the truth when the interest responsible is not pre-
judiced therehy.

The policy of censorship during the war meant
that everyone anxious for itse prosecution to the end had
ample opportunity to express his view; the pacifist found it
extraordinarily difficult to speak. We are impressed when
we hear that & Government is solid in its determination not
to give way to the miners; we assume a careful weighing of
the facts and a decision taken in the light of their total
significance. But when we hear that the miners are solidly
behind their leaders, we feel that this is a clear case of

ignorant and misguided men being led to their destruction
by /

Article by *Critic", "FNatal Witness", May 27th, 1921.
In *Freedom in the Modern State, page 318 .
Author of "Public Opinion®,
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by agitators enjoying the exercise of power. The whole
machinery of news-making is directed to the confirmation of
that impression;. The opinion represented by the miners is
not objectively valued. It ip the victim of a process of
valuation the purpose of which ie to prevent, so far as
possible, an alteration in the status quo.

On the point of the distortion of values
Hr, Laski writes! "Compare Macaulay's glorification of the
Victorian progress with the picture in Carlyle's *Chartiem®,
or Dicken's "Hard Times*. 8et the resbunding complacency of
Mr. Gladstone's perorations againet the indignant insight of
William Morris end Ruskin, Think of the America of President
Coolidge's speeches, and the America as bltterly described
by Mr, Sinclair Lewis. Remember that Treitsche's eulogy of
blood and iron is a picture of the same Germany as that which
Bebel and Liebknecht sought %o overthrow'.

The question of values, on which Mr. Laski
ingists, is a real one which presents many-sided difficulties.
On the same set of facts more than one opinion can be formed,
and each holder of these conflicting opinionsg can firmly
believe himself to be in the right and all the others in the
wrong without betraying his intellectual honesty. Thig i
especially the case in international affaire. The truth of
this statement is upheld by the following passages from a
3eries of Articlegzéby Mr. Kingsley Martiﬁ%s pDealing with
“The Press and Foreign affairs", wr. Martin states:

"Everything /

On "The Kew Journalism®, in "The Lietener®, January, 1932

Editor of "The New Statesman and the Nation' and for many
yeats & member  the staff of the "Manchester Guardian”.



N

Fw A _g‘

*Everything to do with British intereste 1s
stressed in the news from China. The

Japanese are reported to have dropped bombs

on Shanghai, a large part of whigh has bheen

burnt down and a great number of Chinese have
been killed or injured. ®But the death of

these Chinese is not emphasised in the reports.
The top line of headings, and the most sensation-
ally described events were the dropping of one

or two bombs in the International Setilement.

Two British soldiers were bhurt and great emphasls
is laid upon the position of Zuropean women working
in this dangerous area. It is perfectly natural
that we should be particularly interested in any
threat to the security of British people, but many
instances in the past of the results of the kingd
of excitement that follows a Press campaign about
the danger of European nationals abroad, should
have put us on our guard.

By stressing our own small part in the matter,

and becouing tremendously excited by the sensa~
tional part of the news, we may be stampeded

into doing things which owe should never do if

we really understood the situation, and which we
should bitterly regret afterwas. But commer-
cial newgpapers, composed in & furious hurry,

mainly with an eye to circulation, have little

time for such oonsiderations. The news is presented
in the most inflammatory way, just at a time when
the one thing that is necescsary is an impartial

and international point of view, and a cold pre-
gsentation of the facts on which a scber and rational
public opinion could be built®.

The writer has in his possession newspapers
issued in Great Britain during the General Strike in Great
Britain. These documents-- which are in fact mere cari-
catures of newapapers as the term 18 generally understood--
admirably 1llustrate the point of the *“process of valuation®
of which Professor Laski speaks. By a comparison of the
"Hlews® of the strike presented from three different sides,
it will be shown how attempts are made to direct public
opinion along different channels. The three sides are
those of the strikers themselves, of the British Government,
and of those newspapers which were still able to continue

publication in spite of all the obstacles placed in their

way /



(@
> ™
4 s
FN

way by the gtrike.

The strikers' version of the progress of the strike
was given in a four-vage pamphlet known as *The British
Worker® published by the General Council of the Trades
Union Congress as the "0fficial 3trike News Bulletin®. The
Government told its story through the medium of ¥The British
Gazette®, published by lis Majeaty's Stationery Office, and
called into being temporarily as a counterblast to the news
disseminated by the strikers 0f the third side of the
triangle-- the newspapers -- the #Daily Mirror#, and *The
Northampton Zeho® will serve as beling typical. This side,
wnich was undoubtedly the most {mpartial of the three con-
cerned, presented news which was probably the nearest ap-
proach to an unbiassed critical analysis of the situation.

Events moved at & lightning pace during the
strike, and it will therefore be necessary to consider the
"news" presented by the three organs at a certain stage in
the developments. For thie reason, the issues of May 10th
and 1llth will be consldered. In order to facilitate the
compar ison, extracts from "The Britieh Worker" and "The
British Gazette® will be placed in parallel coluumns.
Purther commente will thereafter be made together with the

treatment of the news presentation of the daily newspapers.

#The Britishb Workexr® #The British Gazette”
(Honday Evening,iay 10th 1928, (Tuesday, May 1lth, 1936)
Price One Penny Price One Penny.

Official Communique,
¥ye are entering upon the ¥hitehall.
second week of the general
stoppage in support of the “The situation in all parte
mine workers against the of the country is well main-
attack upon their standard tained. The arrangements for

of life by the cunalowners. the distribution of milk, food,



"The British Worker®,
(continued)

Nothing could be more wonder-
ful than the magnificent re-
sponge of millions of workers
to the call of thelr leaders.
From every town and oity in
the country reports are pour-
ing into the General Counc¢il
Headquarters stating that all
ranksg are solid, that the
working mwen and women are re-
solute in their determination
t0 resist the unjust attack
upon the mining comnunity.

S F ¢ B 0 4w K ¥ E PR s

*Behind King'es Cross ralilway
station I found a crowd
watching the "movement" of
traina, for it had been an-
nounced that ssveral would
leave this station. I saw
eight locomotives. They ap~
peared to have steam up. Now
and then one of the engines

sssssssssssss
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¥The British Gazette®,
continued)

and petrol supplieg have been
more successful than on any
other day of the strike, and
there 1s every sign that they
will i¢prove continuously.

vvvvvvvvv
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'¥In many quarters the unload-
'ing and transportation of
‘comnedities is approaching
‘normality, and the emergenocy
tarrangements made by the Gove
‘ernment are working thoroughly.
'The situation at the London
'Docke and at other ports is
‘well in hand.

would move up the track,preceded The pogition as regards the

by two or three civilians wav-'supply of light and power con-
ing their arms. Then it would'tinues to be remarkably satis-
move back again. In a two- ffactory, while railway services
hours wait, no engine stirred 'show a progressive improvement.
with carriages behind it, and 'Cne~fifth of the regular staifs

no train went out.

tof the railway companies are

In the dock area not a man was'at work, and there is an zbun-

visible.

Cranes, derricks and'dant supnly of volunteers to

gantries stood pointing heavendtake the places of those on

ward, 8till and sllent. No

'gtrike. Nearly 4,000 traine

rattle of winch or hauling-geatwill be run to-day.

broke the silence. "The situation, both in London
'and in the provinces, is gensr-
‘ally quiet. Disturbances are
‘few, but where they have oc-
'curred they show signe of be-
'ooming sharper. Keverthelesas
'there is no causze for anxiety
fin this respect and the police
tare in complete control. Yes-
tterday was a record day for
'the recruitment of special
‘constables in London.

'"qore than one million coples
'of 'The British Cazette' were
‘printed last night and distri-
tbuted in all parts of the
tcountry, and it is expected
'that.this number will be
‘largely increased to-night.
‘While there are many indivi-
rduzal cases of strikers in
'variocus trades and services

LR SR I 2 2N LR L I A



“The British VWorker"
(continued)

"The ‘Cazetts' wrote ¥aoau-
lay in his *Higtory of
England® about the officizl
nawepaper published by #il-
liam 111'e ¥inisters in 1695,
“Contalned nothing but what
the Secretary of State wighed
the nation to know".

#*That description pight well
be applied to "The British
Gazette" which is being pub-
lished b{ Mw.Baldwin's Cabinet.
"put in 1695 uinisters had not
such a contempt for the public
as Mr.Churcebhill and his col-
leagues have to-day. They 4id
not put out utterly absurd
statenente and expeot them to
be believed, and they did not
at the seme time prove the
statements t0 be absurd!
"Yestordsy, on the front page
of the 'Gazette' there was a
prominent headline 'Chisf
Trades Almost Hormal'. Yet
this 48 what we find in the
reports which follow that
heading

“Boot and hosiery trades work-
ing half-time; lage firms
mainly closged; Hull industries
completely closed down; Nang-
field worke on half-time;large
gorks closed at Derbyl paraly-
8is at Sheffield.

"And remembey these revporis

22?13 madnly to trades not
led out by the General
Couneil

"The 'British Gasette’ ia
unwittingly proving that the
response iu the trades that
have been called out has been
80 gplendid that the eflect on
other trades has been even
greatar than was expected".
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*The British Cazette",
{continued )

returning to work, the Gener-
al 8trike continues unabated
throughout the whole cuuntry.
The success of the authorities
in maintaining the feeding
and vital services of the
people must not cbgcure this
grave faot, or its increasing-
a{ wastefui oonsequences o
all classes.

L 25 20 IE IR 2 B BE R R A B B R T N B B

neports from Liverpool and
Southampton indicate that

ths trade of these norts is
practically normal. Ships
are arriving and departing
according to schedule and
volunteer labour is disebarg~
ing large quantities of cargo,
principzlly foodstuffs..An
azgée suprly of volunteer
iebour is avallable for all
purposes.. .4 mugh more fre-
quent service of trains i
now in operation frou the
various raillway eations....
Everything ie proceeding in
8 quiet and orderly manner...
Hdork generally is pruceeding
normally.

@ 4P e R ERER SR LY e
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“The British ¥orker®,
(continued)

iDespite statements to the con-
trary, not a munlcipal bus or
tram is running in Nottingham.

L A I A I A T

*A train from King's Cross to
Edinburgh took 3%+ hours for
the journey on Fridey.
Peaceful picketing is being
interfered with by the police
at Eéinburgh. In several cases
agents-provacateur are at work
representing themselves as
speakers sent by the Central
gtrike Committee.

7he position in Scotland is
that we have an almost couplete
standstill? is the analysis of
the situation by the scottish
Trades Union Congress General
Council.

Beveral cotton mills have ghut
down at Bolton owing to trans-
port difficulties.

At Cowentry, the position has
been further consclidated by
the eaglneers ceasing wark.

L N I A A 2 A B

"Many men contliaue to join the
strikers in Horth Wales. HNo
trams, motor-buses, or taxi-cabvs
are running at ¥rexham. Work-
men are out at Ruabon Brickworks
owing to the stoppage, and more
than a thousand are idle at
Brymbo Steel Works.
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"The British Gazette?®
{continued)

*The reports from the country
during the week-end are quite
cheerful. They show that
recruiting everywhere is more
then enough to meet iamediate
reqt irements, and that rail-
way services are not only
being meintained, but exiten~
ded every day.

- L N

Vfwo hundred women have re-
turned %o work with the Shell
Hexz Coupany.

At the Army and Ravy 8tores
all motor drivers have re=-
sumed work.

“¥e have hardly known that
there is & strike here" gald
the Kayor of Portsmouth,
Councillor Frank J.Privett.

OOOOOOOO

“The z@ayor of Portemouth tele-
graphg that the statement
that 50 per cent of the tram-
way employees and forty cars
were working on Friday is an
under-statement, as actually
60 per cent of the workers
were running sevemty-six cars,
naking a full service, and
fifty additional men had
passed the doctor and bean
engaged.

The Hayor of Wigan telegravhe
that the rumour that there
wag disorder in Wigan is sn~
tirely untrue.

All station attendante on
gtrike at Stoke Newington
electricity works have re-
turned.



"fhe British Worker',
{continued)

*pespite the faoct that the
Government's appeal for Extra
Special conitables was falirly
expiicit, there nsems t0 be
some doubt in what passes for
the minde of certain stout
fellows who are willing to
perform a job of work in de-
fence of the Baldwinstontution
as to what they are letting
themselves in for. The = swer

geeng %0 be a pretty soft number

compared with that of, say, the
perepiring citizens who have
enrolled in the O.N.S.
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ighen the enrolment forms of
Wallington and Carshalton
O.4.8., volunteers ware exsu-
ined, it wae found that most
of them wented to do some
sort of ¥supervisory work*!
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%The British Caszette",
{continued)

*The false statement has been
spread about that thosge who
are helping 0 loyally in the
mechaniocal production of The
Brithkah Gazette have been per-
suaded %o give thelr assiast-
ance by the payment of huge
sumg on the part of the Govern
ment, There is no truth in
this gtatement. Thege wen are
working purely from a senge of
patriotisy and the realisation
of their duty towards their
gountry.

They are receliving no,nore
than the normual rate of pay,
and ask for no more renunslt.
tion, nor do they demand any
further provection than that
guaranieed them by the Govern-
ment proclamation.

LIRS OF IE IR AR 2R B AN BRI 2R ST S LR

“On Wednesday night I broad-
caet an appenl for Special
Constables. On Friday night

1 added to that appeal by
asking for 50,000 Londoaners
during the woek-end.

“I am delighted to say that
they are coming in splendidly,
but 1 am a few thousands short
of my nuabey. I want you to
realiss that protection is the
one thing that will kill the
strike and restore England to
ite nowmal 1ife.

(Signed) ¥. Johnson~Hicks./
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"Hany false rumoure are
current. Belleve nothing
until you see it in an
authoritative jounmal like
The British Cagette.”

* D 2 IR A I A A

“British Gazette'”

o % ® k ow ow ow

Circulation.
%‘y 5»» PR B 333;%6
g&yg AR B N BN 53?,60@
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In addition to the "news" items quoted above,
both papers publighed eppeals to the emotions of those inbo
whoes hands the news-sheete fell. *Levy Yourselves at
Work® cried the “Worker*. Sgvery man who does his duty by
his country and remains at work, or returns to work during
the development of the crisis will be protected by the CGovern-
ment" announced Kr. Btanley Baldwin in the #Gazette®, The
latter reproduced one of Rudyard Kipling's verses as folloms:

"From panic, pride, and terror,

Revenge that knows no rein,

Light haste and lawless error,

Protect us yet again”.

In the same way as the news ltems appearing in
these two news-gheets were worlde apart, so the headlines,
vhich in newspaper practice should advertise the newse and
gumrarise it imyartial??? betray & partiality for the cause
fostered and exert & peychological influence upon the reader.

A few examples are glven 1

"the British Worker®, "The British Gazette®,

"Churchill'e Stunt® “Perils of Ceneral Birike®.

"Talk of 'Revolution' His Yir. Clynes' Repeated
Bright Idea®. Warnings".

"Trick that failed”
L A B B S I B R Y I LR B BN B T A A ) w o b e v ¥

"Hation behind the T.U.C.J “lame and Impotent
¥What a London Park Meet- ¥athod®.

ing Hevealed".
"£55 Collection®,

"Brief-~ and Bracingt¥ *vogltion 8t111l Brighter®
¥8cotland at a Standetill #Week-end of Loyal Achievement
¥gproadiec Return to Work®.
“pleturbances Promptly
Countered®.

L K T R 2 O B B BN Y LI BN L O B O O T R O A AN

228, "Newspaper Make-up and KHeadlines", by Norman J.
Radder, Associate Professor of Journalism,
Indians University, page 49.
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“The Britigh Worker¥,
(continued)

"Worse than 230 Yeare Ago®.

fGovernmentds Contemnt for
the Publie".

#Absurd Statements®.

"Those Lxtra 3psclalsh.
(Above an srticle deall with
the Special wanatabula:

LI B I R B S L T IR I

"Great inthusiasm for Leaders®.
"Yemorable Seenses in all parts
of the Metropolis®,

* ALL'S WELL! ¥

"Council's Message Lo Members®.

YHO Continental Cozl¥,
#Transport International's
Decigion®,

[ R R A O B O A A B

HGity Temple View®.
"Ho attack on ithe (on-
stitution®.

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
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“The British Gazette®,
(continued)

"Supplies Yv&rywhera
Improving®.
"Mest successful day since
the strike began®.
34111 more trainst.

L B B Y LI A A A N

"¥o Parslysie of the
Nation®.

flecord necrulting of
gpecials".
"Everything going Yonder-
fully well™.
#Train Services®.

[ 2R N B B N I T T *

¥Yarked Expansion in all
Virecticne”.
"Long distance connections®
“dany 8Strikers Heturning
to Work".

D N A A I ¢ * . .

The Fagco at Ostend®.

“Stcry of ilinerts Failure".
*"severe snub for ur.Hodges'.
"partial Embargo®".

L I T S N I L IR B I Y

#The Truth of the Nego-
tlationg®.
“Where the Responsibility
Regts”.
fgongtitutional Government
Challenged™.

LI B R N A A T L N I I

Both news-sheets were particularly anxious

that their contents should be read by as wide a public as

possibla. The “Workerd,

urged ite readers to *Pass it on or Post it upt,

HGazette®,

at the bottom of its front page,

while the

in a more dignified manner, but at the top of

the front page, exhorted readers to "Pleace pass on this

copy or display it*,

It aleso published a paragraph to the

effect /
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effect that "aAny article appearing in the 'Gazette' may be
reprinted in pampblet form and published on the understanding
that due acknowledgment is mede to *fhe Eritish Gazette! ¥,

Members of the public anxious to obtain infor-
mation regarding the strike position and relying upon the
#Workere" for their information would get a totally different
inpression from those members of the public egually anxious €0
obtain the latest news and looking for 1t in the "Gazette?,
while the readers of both papers would simply be bewildered.
In order to obtain a more dispassionate view of {the developments
it was necegsary to turn to the daily napsersz, although even in
thig field it must be pointed out that the sympathies of the
vaners were elther on the one side or the other. None were
80 much in love with either cause, however, as to overlook the
fact that the newspaper, in a time of crisis, should more than
at any other time, be in the nature of ,a national service. 4
critical analysis of the situation, without any undue bias,
was more likely to be found in the daily oress than in either
of the ons-plded organs already discussed.

The newspapers were not unaffected by the
troubled watars of the strike. Indeed many of them had
temporarily to cease publication. Some idea of the position
in regard to the Press may be obtained from the following
extract from the "British CGazetie¥ of May 2nd :

"Additiong to the number of newspapers publishing
emergency or ordinary issues were recorded during
the week-end.

"The 'Observer! cane out with 2 two-paged type-
written sheet. The ‘Sunday’ Pictorizl published
& suall sheetl with three photographs on the title
page, and news on the back vage. The 'Camberwell

Borough Advertiser' had a news bulietin of a
single sheet with news on the back and front pages.

"probably /



*?robably the briefest strike in the newspaper
world ccourred on the Usvon and Somerset Heekly
Hews, Tiverton, the Somercet County CGazette,
Taunton, and the ‘ercury, Bridgwater meries. The
wen wore on strike ia the sorning aznd part of
the afternoon, but then returned to work, md
{he normal issues appeared.
“%ith one or two exceptions, the lIsle of Right
nesspupers issued emergoncy editione®.
¥fhe Daily kirror” of Mmay 11 ,which during
the strike times, claimed to¢ be "the dally vioture newspaper
with the largest net sole" comprised four pupges eleven inches
by eight inches in size, one of wiich was taken up by two
photographe explaining “why the Reilway tervice la lmproving
@ d showing "8tudent Voluntesrs keeping the wsignals in yriz",
and "Varslity ctudente getting raag% the 'Flying <coteman' at
7
kKing'e Cross, with pilot loocking on®.  The second edition
of the "Northaspton Dally Loho® of May 8th couprised a single
roneced cheet, foolacap size. It wag sold for one peonny!
Cn #ay 11lth 4t wes able {0 publish o oingle printed pago of
four columns width, ahereoas bold statements werc the order
of the day in both the *Horker” and the *Gaszette®, "oaution®
wae the watchword of the “fcho*., In addition 0 publishing
ctraightforward news of meetinge, confining itself largely
to resolutions passed, the "icho” gave the "lLocal Strike
Hews" Of which the following peragraphs may be regarded ssg
typlcal !
*Alshough no officisl stutement haa been
made, the Presps Associstion says there is
reacgon to believe that perce moves are
taking place beneath the surface.
54 minersz' leader stutad that notuing
tangible or c¢oncrete had yst been plaged
before the :xecutive.
A Govermment spokesman caild 1t wmg pener-
ally belisved the tide had turned.

"The pitustion 21l over the conntzry is
quiet" swsnarises the newe to-day. There

is /
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i8 no increage in disorder, trains and other
trangnort services are improving daily, and

there iz no danger of a serious shortage of food.
"Outwardly, there are no develooments, but the
outlook is brighter than it was on ceturday. The
view is growing that, while the Uovernment must
remain firm and insist upon the general strike
being called off, there must be no subsequent
attempts %0 break Trade Unionlsm like a potier's vessel.
"Horthampton tramwaymen met this morning to con-
sider the inquiry of the committee as 10 whether
they are prepared to work forthwith. At the close
the secretory sald bhe was instrucied to make no
statement to the Presgs. We understsnd that the
men decided to remain out.

%1t is believed thet strong prevsure ig being
brought upon the T.U.C. by the printing Trade
Uniong to 1ift the ewbargo on newspapers®.

The caution exercised by the %*Echo' ig re-
flected in its headlines, two of which are in the form of
avestions, "Pesce ¥oves?® and "Movement towards Peace?”,
while the other headlines are none-committal labels.

In the issue of May 8th, the "Echo® publighed
a megscage from Lord Asquith urging that the strike weapon
should be sheathed for neggotiations. The paner stated fur-
ther that "thore was & great improvement in traffic conditions
in London yesterday. A good many more trains and buses were
running; nearly everybody found some bus or tube to takethem
home . In some of the suburbs neople were able to get on
almost as in normal times®., An interesting paragraph was
to the effect that "8trike Comnittee in slfreton district
ordered newsaugenis not t0o sell papvers during the strike,
ordere were ignored and sales are incrsesing daily”.

The "Daily Mirror*® of ¥ey ll made the follow=
ing observations in regard t0 the position of the Press in
relation to the strike @

"The gtrikers' organ devoted a large proportion
of 1ts space "replying®, as it said, to Sir
John Zimon's clear etatement that the General

Strike/
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Strike is undoubtedly illepgal.
e warn everybody that the strikers' declaration

as 0 there being "no constituticnal crisie® is

a travesty of the facts and deliberstely false.

1% is thelr intention to subvert zll that the
peonle have fought for centuries to obtain. If
they win we can bid a farewell %o liberty.

"the first atlack, as ig well kanown, vas on the
British newapaner nress - 40 gilence it vreparziory
to the masms attack on the rights and privileges

of the whole community.

"Thet atteck waes splendidly eepulsed. The newspaper
press has not surrendered. It will not surrender.
Thatever its faulte the British Press stands for
liberty and fair play. The Daily #irror has not
ceaeged publication. It hes no intention of ceasing
publication. On the first day of the strike there
was circulated over 80,000 coples of an ab tentuated
Daily Hirroxr. It followed with adcitional sheets
and published the first sirike piciures. And on
Friday uight it was able %o circulate as far west
ag Bristol and ag far north as Cxford over 159,000
copies of the Daily udirrorh.

The dire necaegssity that the newspaper Press
should not bave surrendered has been lald bare by the cone
parison of the pseudo-Press of tbe British Government and of
the strikers. Both organs were Youe way" organs. Gach
could see ite own point of view and no other. There was no
question of laying all the facts before the public and allow-
ing publio opinion to be formed in accovdsnce with its owm
vzluation of the facts. ¥aeh organ had one aim in view and
all its influence was concentrated on the attainment of its
goal. Meikher organ was able o view the situation objec-
tively and impartially In sach case a mense of proportion
was conspicacusly absent and a process of valuation-- 3¢
esgential in journalism-- was ignored. In th@glight of
these oheervations, the comments of %r.J.k_ﬁpenaig are appo-
site! "I can think of nothing more impressive, or in a way,
more alarming than the sudden hugh that fell upon Britain
during the general strike, when the newspapers falled to

appear®, Mr. dSpendetr said. fthe Government was absolutely
compelied /

<38. A well-known Liberal Journaligt, in opening an exhibition,
arranged by the London Press Club, of the English newspaper
through three centuries,- reported in the "Star®, June 34th,
1933.
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oompelled to fill the gap (with the *British Gazette") and,
while I <o not wisB to speak digparagingly of its effort, I
feel grateful for the independent newsgpaper in private hands®.

4 member of the staff of the "Natal Witness®
ald not flinch at speaking diesperagingly of The British Covern-
ment's effort and, in an article on "The Press and the ?u%?ga“
he referred to the "British Cazette® ar being “Irankly and
perniciougly pariisan®.

230

General Smutse has some pertinent remarks to
make regarding the Prese and public opinion. "owing to the
gpread of educution and the reading habit and to the persua-~
give influence of the Props, the massed force of public opinion
is every day becoming greater and more incalculable and to the
politisian more terrifyving®. Farther (on page 176) "There
is & far greater mobilisation of public opinion through the
Press, the cineme and the 1,000 and one other forms of pub-
licity which to-day meke the work of the statesman much wmore
difficult thap ever. Publicity ie becoming an almost grester
evil then gsecret diplomacy was formerly. It gives a power
to the Prese and to all forme of scaremongering which rivals
that of Governwente snd becomes 3 grave menace 1o Governmerd .
The Gerersl ig insistent on this point snd emphasises bis
viewpoint {on mage 1838) with the following utterance: "The
vower of the press and of other forms of publicity is leading
t0 such an inflammation cof public opinion znd populsar and
varty passions that statesmen have 1ittles acope nowadays”.

The writer feels thet CGeneral Smuts is unduly
pessinistic and not & 1ittle unkind in hig attitude towards

the/
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236 . fairica and Some World Problems®, page 159,
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the Press. While it is not clalmed thst the Prees is &
model of verrection, it cen at least be stated with svery
Justification that at no time hes the Press gone out of ite

way to atiack a Slatesuan for the fun of the thing. If a

newspaper has poured vials c¢f scorn upon 2 etatesman and
criticised hie policy as being the essence of fullliity, this
hae been done in all sincerity, prompted by the firm conwvig-
tion that the polioy oriticiced 1s not in the best interests
of the country as a whole. It is naturasl that a statesman
should find such criticism a hindrence but it is made in the
hope that he may yet mend hisz ways and amend hig policy. The
writer ig grateful to General smuts for the saving words Yan
2lmost greater evil¥., Press publicity is less of an evil
than the secret diplomacy of former days. Therefore i
renresents an advance. However great the annoyance caused
by the Press way be, the present position is infinitely more
tolerable than a form of Government which is unaided or
unrestrained by the Press. .

Mr. J.&.@p@ﬂﬁgil stated that a newspavner is,
at the present time, one of the prime necessities of modern
life and government, while the check which the Presgs in-
directly exerts upon the Government is exnlained by Dr.G.J.
Reinggg who says: "The third check upon the activities of
the Government ia that exercised by public opinion, mede
known by petitions, by gatherings, and by the Press. 1i is
significant that General Smuts, in spite of his forceful
remarks reRarding the Press, does not so much zs hint at
the desirability of muzzling it or of limiting its powers.

Indeed, as has already been shown, South

Africa/

331. See page 222
232 "The inglish-~Are they Human?®
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Africa has had a negligible amount of legislation dealing
with the Press singce the time of Union, in spite of the faot
that General Smute wac at the head of the Party that held
the majority in Parliament for a numver of years, and ocould
have muzzled the snarling watch-dog he dislikes g¢ much.
Clearly what Ceneral Smuta would like to see-- ag would most
South Africans-- would be a chenge of spirit on the part of
newspapere which are so much enamoured of politics that they
are unable {90 gee good in anything or anybody thet falls on
the othoer side of the party line. Not lese powex, but more
discretlon is probably General Smuts' hope for the Press and
if this surwise is correct, then the writer must huwbly

endorse this view,

W e o v et —
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