The Church has nothing to fear from the Press.
This has not alwaye been the case for the traditional resent-
ment by the Church of criticlem wos incowmpatible with the
relentless searchlight of enquiry ancd publicity which the Press
flashes in zll directions, respecting nelther clasc nor rank,
profeasion nor pogition. With the sliered spirit with which
the Twentieth Century has found the Church imbued, however,
the antagonism of the past has become mellowad with age and
the leaders of ecclesimstical thought have begun to reslise
that, just as they themselves are not wholly good, so the
Press ie not wholly bad. Progress is uade by the subjection
of exieting practices and traditions to a careful annlysis,
the rejection of what is found to be unwholesome, and the
presexvetion of those qualitiee which still wmeet with approval.
This is an age of enlightened religiom.

As far as the vhurch is concerned, it has fow
functioneries within ite omm walle capable of performing this
extrexely delicate task of self-criticlesm impartianlly and
without prejudice. sny such attempied analysie would be
accoaplished "through Churchecoloured glasses®. This being
80, At is neceseary, if the Church is o march with the times
and keep iteself cegquainted with the people's reseonable ro-
quirements in the spiritual world, for it hag not only to be
alive %o ite defects but to put its house in order. The part
which the Press has played in drawing attention to the
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attitnde of the (hurch ftowards the communlity as 3 whole is
not inconsiderable. In countries where the Roman Catholic
Churgh 1s strongly orpanised and is able o support iits om
Prens, adverse oriticism from a non-Catholic Press is not
tolerated. In a free and progressive country like South
Africa, however, freedom $0 criticise falrly is not denied.

That no unfriendly fealing towards the Church
animates the Fress is evident from the fact thot most Kditom
throw opem their columns, frec of charge, t0 all noticesof
forthcoming services of Church meetings, special colums belng
set aside each Friday afternoon or HSaturdey morning for this
purposs. The Hinisters of Religion are not slow to realise
the value of this free publicity and these columns are in-
variobly filled. Sermons, too, are frecusntly reported,
provided the reporter is mhle 1o find some topleal referance
en %o which t0 base the sermon, for if is comaon cause that
the man-in-the-gtreet does not wiek to have a 4ull reprodice
tion in print of a sermon which was not sufficlently attruc-
tive when advertised to draw him to the {(hurch %o bear it
from the pulpit. The "Sunday Times®, and the "Rand Daily
K2il"¥, and other newspaners publich weckly sermons which are
specially writien by selected writers, and the anpreciziive
letters which have been received by the Editors of the paners
céncerned are proof positive of the fact that those sermons
get to the hearte of persone who are untouched by the sermons
preached frow the Pulplt beoause they do not go to Church to
hear them. This practice of publishing sermons le also
followed by the Afrikasasns Fress.

The London *Dmily Express® published a series
of articles during 1931 dealing wilbh the expsriences of a
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youth in one of the English penal institutions. Hls open-
ing sentence in his article on "Relipion in Prison® read

ag follows

*During the past few weeks the 'Daily Express’
has filled the Chapel of the Prison every
Sundaey afternoon.

The article corntinued in such an illumineting manner that
it seemg advisable to qunte it falrly fully. It clearly
demongtrated that the Preas is one of the mont powerful
allies the Pulpit can hope to have. It gete its message
across to tens of millions, while the Church caters for the
spiritual needn of millions. The article continued !

"gome monthe ago the Church Army official at

the prison, and one of the best-loved Christian
workers in the British prison gervice, conducted

an exporiment one Sunday of reading one of the
femous *My Religion' srticles from the ®*Daily
Expreas® instead of delivering a stereotyped sernon.

Muaring the following week bhundreds of men pent
for him and appesl ed to him t0 read more of these
articles.

He consulted the prison chaplain, who agreed
that these articles, judging from the inteuse
interest which had been aroused among the pri-
soners by the first, supplied a long~felt want.

Thus it came about that the artiecles by famous
neople on Ky Relipgion® and "How I Look at Life"
have been the means of filling the prison's chapel
to the doores every Sundoy afternoon for umonths.

If wo one elsge in the whole of Zngland read
those ariticles, the writers can be ascured that
they have brought joy and new hope to hundreds
of ?en who thought they hed been forgotten in the
world.

in indication of the broadmindedness of this
official is provided by the fact that on recent
Sundaye he haes read the conflicting articles on
“¥hy I Became a CQatholic® by Eveyln ¥augh, and
its sequel on "Phy I Am 2 Protestant’ by E.
Roseglyn ditchell.®

*The Churchman®, a well-known organ of Anglican

opinion in this country publighed in January, 1931, an article

dealing with the question of the teaching of the truths of
religion in other ways than the conventional method of
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preaching from the pulpit. This article suggested that

Journalism had shown & re-awekened interest in religion,

and pointed to works of a definitely religiocus nature by

Dean Inge, the late Studdart Kennedy, and the Zean of Canter~
bury, which bac been listed cmong the best zellers of the
season.  The attitude of *The Churchman® towarde the Press
is best summed up in its own words !

¥"Although from time to time The Churchman has had
tilts at ons or other of the daily newspapers
(from wnich, however, they seem to recover with
disconcerting rapiﬁi%y) 1t is glad of an oppor-
tunity, of paying its humble tribute not only
of admiration for the extrgordinarily efficient
organisation, but to the general qualities of
honecty and fairness with which the Jjournalism
of our day is conducted”.

*The Churchman" drew attenticn to the fact that
has already been mentioned, that newspapers willingly devote
a full column of their precious space each week to a serwon,
and added 3

“Some think it is vulgarising the Faith. 3o it
is. ind so it shouldd be, if you recall the
exact meaning of the term “vulgar". It is
zotually enjoined upon the clergy that the faith
shall be taught in the "vulgar® tongue.

One of the greatest ulstakes wade by Church papers
ig that they will persist in publishing articles
which, while they moy intercst the parson, leave
the layman stone cold. The great majority of
the church papers a2re merely trade journale for
the clergy!.

The article further su§§gste6 that what was
van ted was an "Ecclesiastical John Bull¥, and remarked that
the #Christian Selence HMonitor® was oftem held up as the
best example of religlious propasganda through newspaper

avenues /

Reproduced in £111 in the *"Natal Witness®, January 23rd,1921
under the headlines, "isaching Religion in Hewspapers®,

#The Churchman praises amodern Journzligm®.

Speaking at a Hlssionary meeting at Chiltorne Domer, Dorset,
the Rev. C.T.darren outlined the value of what is called
“Newspaper Evangelism® and the phenomenal success which had
attended this way of spreading the Wword of God" - *"Western
Gazette®, August 26th, 185323.



avenues. But that paper, it added was heavily subsidized,
and the Church of ynrist Scientist was & corporation well able
to bear the expense. The natural result of the publication

of thie paper wes that people who would ordinarily have had
no interest in Christicn Jcience were becoming acquai nted
with its teachings. The article continued with the further
observation: "Religion to-dayis in the news, and well 1t
deserves to be, for it is the very essence of Christianity
that it should supply tbhe leaven which leavens the whole

lump of our domestic, civil, and political 1ife¥,

The article has been guoted in extenso because
it is one of the most instructive that bas been traced by the
writer, 80 far as the relations between the Press and the
Pulpit are concerned. A claip made earlier in this work
that the Fress is the moet powerful force in the world to-day
wag partly borne out by the Rev. Glyndwr Davies, of Pretoria,
who declareﬁagram the pulpit thet *There are five powerful
fectors that play upon the aind of modexn life; the Press,
fiction, wireless, the drama, and the films"®. The fact of
the Press having been placed first in this category leads the
writer to infer that the speaker regarded it as the most
powerful of the five factors mentioned. Kr. Davies did not
enlarge upon ecclesiastical--Pregs relations on that occasion
because his toplc was fthe subject of "good and bad films*,
The underlying sympathy which the Church has for the Press
and a tacit acknowledgment by the former of the power of the
latter ig also bornme out in the following sentence occurring
in a pawphlet issued in the Diocese of Leicester during a

Week of Prayer held during February, 1933. The pragy exr
reads/

130. "rretoria Hews", .arch 23nd, 1931.



160

resde! *That the Prese may realise ite grave responsibilities
towards thesme and other national evile®, the avil referred to
being a State lottery.

Church Leaders are naturally devout observers
of the rule of Sunday observance, and & piguant position arose
in Pretoris two ysars ago when the "Pretori: Hews® asked "If
newsparer men insist on having their day of resi as well as
other peonle, who is goiog to report the sermons in favour of
Sunday cbservancet?, Similarly in Jobannesburg four years ago,
the Dean, the Very Hev.¥W.A.Palamer, rang up the "Rand fally
Hail® asking for a reporter to attend the (ood Friday service
88 he intended meking some ocutspoken corment on the hard-
heartedness of the Municipallty in making rosd-workers cone
tinue their laebours om that sacred holiday!

Some indication has thus far been given of the
relationship existing between the Press and the Churches in
gencral. The point which the writer bhas endeaveured t¢ make
is that the relatiounship 1s & friendly one, that a spirit of
co-operation exista, and that the Press is & powerful ally of
the Church in spreading the Gospel. Thig is not & pricary
object, however. The Prese is out to get the news, in what-
ever form it may take. Thusg, when ir.¥.Gordon Eliis, a well.
known Fretorie Architect resigned his position as Churchwarden
of Chrigt Church, Arcadis, and hig membership from that Church,
the Fress made Lhis 8 hinge on,shich to bang a long sitory of
dissatisfaction with and dimgention from the uwigh Church ten-
dencies practiced in the Church of the Province of south Africa
as ipstanced in the wearing of vestmentes and the insistence
upon the importance of the confessional. When, two years
later, a branch of the Church of England, as opposed to the
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Chureh of the Province, was estadblished in the Capital, this
was made the occasion for ihe recapitulution for the whole of
the iuner story of the resignation. This rankled certaln
Church digaitaries in Pretoris but they were powerless €0
prevent ovents taking their course, &s the source of informe~-
tion of the rressunn conecerned was the Church Magazine itsolf!
publicity in regard to the controversy between
the Church of the Province of South Africa and the Church of
EIngland is also not desired by the stronger body, although the
smaller body went to the length of paying for a half-page
advertisement in the “Cape Times" under the Headdng of "Why
Two Churchest® This was stopped by injunction of Court
pending litigation on the matiter. Explanations "for the
private consweption of parishioners md not f&iﬁ%anaral in-
formation® were written by the Lean of Pretoria in connection
with the dispute, but the ocuispoken remarke of the Tean proved
irresistible and these duly appeared in %?gaaaily Press.
Although "Lapses froas Grace® are sufficisatly
numerous o demand & chapter to thewmselves, the following
incident will not be out Of place here. It must Do remen
bered, however, that there are always two sides to & question,
and that a Bishop must not, merely beczuse he iz & Bishop, be
glven prioy sympathy over a journalist, Both may be bonour-
able men, and differences of opinion are leglitimate The
Biahop of the Falkland Isoland made some gevere aawmgggi on
London newspapey methods when he returned to “outh America.
*ila refused interviews to inglish newspaperuen in
hands of & London intesviewer, who dimaissed in

a fow lines czrefully prepared information on
conditicns /

-

l8l. The Very Rev. Julliug CGordon.
182. EBee Chapter ix .
183. "Forld's Preas News) 1031,
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conditions in the Palklands, but dressed with

¢laborate headlines stotements which he never

made on the subject of the importance of Falkland

wool products to the Bradford findustry.

*In future I shall be very chary of what I say to
newspaper representatives®, sald His Lozxdeldp.

"y experience in Fagland has shown that one's
statemonts are liable to suffer extraordinary
transmutation into nonsense befors they get into printd,

“Ia an editorial comment, the Buenos .ires Herald

stated

24 reporter not infrequently finds it necessary
to feign polite interest in & mass of non-essentials
to obtain one paragraph thet will appeal to a hard
headed sub-editor.
Inforantion about the Frlkland Islands, for instance,
is not newa, But an indication of the value of
Falklands! wool %o Bradford wight be turned into
a bright newe story®.

Un thie incident hangs the whols question of
“#hat is news?®. The Reporter anc the Bishop failed to agres
on this point, but, after zll, the reporter knows his job and
as long as the Bishop was not miareported he saecms {0 have no
legitimate grouse.

4 further clash between Presamen and & Church
dignitary may be mentioned. The Bishop of Pretoria, the
Right Rev., K.S.Talbot, asked to exprees an igznian in connec-
tion with the resignation of My, Gordom Ellis, replied "I w»ill
not be baited. You are trying to stir up a hornet's nest, and
rang off, These words were attributed to him the following
day and the Bishop fmmediately disclazimed having used them.
The reporter maintained that His Lordship had thus addressed
hinm and added, logically, that he was unliikely to put ficti-
tious words into lie Lordshin's mouth, knowing full well that
the report lnvolved would in all probability be read by the
Bighop.

Publicity of gagarm wore welcome to the Chureh

H ]
was given in the "tunday Tiuee",where it wos stated that

"There/

184. Referred to above.
185, April 3rd, 1931.
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¥There were definite signsg of a revival in church-

oing, and the opinion of those best qualified

%o Judge was that thies new interest in religion
wae one regult of the difficult times through
which we are passing.

"Last fagter Suuday® sald the Lean of Johannesburg,
the Very Rev. W.A.Palaoer, to a *lunday Times¥
repregentative, "we had thellarpest congregation
in St. Hery's Cethddral since the consscration.
In the evening peovle were taking thelr places an
hour and a quarter before the service began. At
7 olclock~half an hour before-every decent place
wag ocoupied. The nave and the galleries were
oromied $0 capacity, and even the chapels had to
be used. ¥s had x,éaa sarvice papars printed.
These were nothihg like enocugh®.

*The Southern Cross*, ths organ of lomen
Catholic Opinion in South Africa, has gaigned the words of
Cardinal Rewman, spoken %0 the Catholic Union of Creat
Britain, for the ideal of the Catholic Press. YThe words
might have been addressed to Catholic journolista of the
world®, the paper sieted, and proceeded to quote them as
follows

*They would pray.... for a removel froum the public
mind of prejudice and ignorance sbout us; for a
betier understanding in 81l quarters of what =e
hold and what we do not hold) for e feeling of
goodwlll and respectful bearing in the porulation
towards our bishops and priesta; for s groving
cepacity in the educated classes of enterine inteo
& Just appreciation of our nrinciples¥.

The same paper in the course of a series of
articles on *"Civilisation and Culture® by the Rev. Irnest
Hall, %.Jiagﬂvoteé two of these articles to *The Power of
the Presa". In his opening exrtiole, ¥r. Hull romarked
that “The responaiblility of the journalist is in one mense
far greater thun that of a priest. For the priest has his
wescage cut out for him, and has mevely to deliver it as
received; while the journalist has & free field to choose
his ovm messsge from, ani must choose it, whether for well
or il1°*. dr Hull stated further that, when aoproachad by
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a preaciasry for a scheme for a sermon t0 be nreached %0 a

L&

congregation of newcpapermsn on "The Fthics of Journslism®,
he replied: "A journalist can legitimetely have no other
object in life than to spread as much truth and as much good-
ness - -as possible to the largest possible number of minds -
and to save them from as ouch untruth and badness as he can.
To this all other objects must be suboriinated.  Amusement,
genaztionalism, popularity, controvarsy, party nropagenda,
cirgulation, financial succes=- 311 thene things have a
legitimate place in journaliem just so far os they are promo-
tive of truth and gocdnass, or are at least innocent and in-
differaent, and contaln nothing contrary thersato®.

#¥hat pathos of lmpracticability! M¥r. Hull
exclaimed. "Ths propesal, I faney, would strike the average
run of secular journalipte~ the choloe and nobls-minded few
excopted- &8 almost bizarre in ite naiveteé, Probably the aim
and object which they would recognise ae the right one lnstesd
would run more or less like this:! 'the nursuit of popularity,
or influence on publie opinion, no matter in what direction
1t aight be'. There are individual exgeptions, and & good
sprinkling of them; but thsy do not constituts the rule®,

It L8 sdded that pages upon pages have been
written expatiating the world-wide power of journalism, claime
ing that the Preps Lo the Cospel, nnd that journalists are its
priesthood.

As zlready stated, &frikaans newspapsrs have
thrown open their columns to weekly sermons in order to assist
Leaders of the Dutch Reformed Crmrches in this country to
disseminate the Gospel more widely. It is secotions of thie
Church, however, which view the Fress with less tolerance
and open-minde.ness than the other (hurches which have been
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under oconsideration. Accordingly, when the Zynod of the
Nedsrzduitee Hervormde Kerk met in Pretoria lu 1931 an effort
wag made 0 exclude Prees raggg&&nta&ivﬂa from lis delibera-
tions.  The Rev.J.J.Princloo wanied Yo know whether "that
necesapry evil?, fhe Pregs, should be admitted. They had
been allowed at previous Synode, bhe sald, but d4id not always
look at matters from the szwe angle ac the Church., He
moved that they should not be cdmitted but that a copy of
the minutes should be handed to them at the end of each Ceos~
sion, The Rev.T.Erever, of Ctanderten, chamwpioned the Press,
however, saying that, through their sedium, the teachings,
aims, and objects of the Church would be made clear %0 the
world. Thiec view wag taken by the majority of the elders
and "Fredikante® present and the Press representatives wors
allowed t0 attend the egitiings.

{nly a month previocusly, there weg a further
"incident” in which the Press and the Dutch fReformed Church
(the Herv. of Ceref. Xerk ) were involved, This arose out
¢f the publication before consideration by fynod of & Synodal
Commigeion's report dealing with Misgion work saong Jews.
The report, which contained some startlingly outspoken states
mente, was handed to the Preegs at the comnencerent of the
Synod, together with all the other Commiscions! reports and
¢ther matters which would come before Synod. N request
wag made that they should not be published in any way before
consglderation had been given to them and no objection was
taken to other reports similarly treated.  The nature of
thie renort was 20 gensational, however, that nublication
was calculated to do harm, and & vote of censure was passed
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on tho Presoman ooncerned.

The whole question of whether or not the
Press should be permitted to continue attending the fessiong
of %ynod was automatically raised, and the debate which follow.-
ed was illusmdnating., The Rev. W, Nicol, of Johannesburg,
argued that it was purely not the intention of the 8ynod to
gt behind closed doors. The Presg reporte of the proceed-
ings had generally been favourable, and 1t would be more
appropriate if a vote of aprreciation were passed to the Prese
he ntated. The hev.G.B.A.Cerdener, of Vakkersiroum, also
championad the Press, seying that there could be no guestion
of a return to the days of the Inquisition., It was undesir-
able, Ne declared, to enorcach in any way upon the liberty of
the Preas. The ra?ggta whbich had been published would stand
the test of publicity. Ultimately the Prees was allowed %
remain, but was requested not to give too much publicity to
the Professor du Plesecis case, which came up later for dis-
cuggion,

There i no intention of analysing in detail
the attitude of the multiple denominations 4n this country
in regard to the "ress, but it is worthy of note that the
Wesleyan Church doec not permit the Press to attend its anmazl
Conferences, but appoints & Minister as Press representative
to ensure that the local newspapers are given all the "copy*
whioh that Church would dssire to see published, and none of
that which it does not desire to have published. The An-
glican Church, on the other hand, welcomes the Press, not only
to ite Diocesan Synods, but aleo to the Bishope' Bynod, which
was last held in Johmnnesburg four yeare ago and which the

sritor personally attended.
That /
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That the power of the printed page in making
known the truths of the Written Vord is I{reely acknowledged
by the Church is anparent from what precedes, but 1t becomea
still more obvious when it is pointed out that each Parish
has its own iagazine to mupplement the journal produced by
the Diocoese each month. This pamphlet-- it rarely amounts
to more than a panphlet &in this country- contsins fixdturcs
of forthcoming services, and meetings, a letter from the Vicar,
financial statement of the Church, a list of Birthe, Leaths,
and Marrisges, and other {tems of Church news. It ig an
effective instrument for the stimulation of interest in mattem
spiritual and exercises & powerful and beneficlal co-ordinating
influence over ite subsoribers. For these reasong, in spite
of tho cost of production, and the time and trouble involved,
the Parish lagazine continues to Lo an integral part of the
duties of the parish priest. In England the magazines are
on a rather more ambitiocus scale, and inveriably include a
story which serves to "point a moral or adorn a tale®. But,
whateWer the size or nature of the iagazine, 1tz object in
the scame, and its effectiveness in achieving that object is
the justification for ite continuance in spite of the counter-
acting considerations clgeady cutllined.

In order to make this survey of Press and
Pulpit relationships as complete as possible, the writer en-
deavoured to obtain the views on this subjsct of the Leadeors
of three different denominational Churchsg in Johannesburg.
Each clergyman was approached independently of the others but
all avpeared to be unanimous in their views - whatever they
may have been - for none of them so such ag regretfully
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declined the invitation to enunclate their views, a con-
spiracy of silence prevailed. This is strange, in view

of the fact that the Press, far from being hostile or anta~
gonistic towarde the Churoh, can - and does - ascist that
body most effectively in its efforts to reach the mltitudes
and masses with their simple message of Truth,
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