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There ie cauvse for satisfzotion 4in tha fucs
thet, in spite of the supcession of eppresaive legislation
whioh has besn directed sgainst the natives in the last few
years, no attempt hac been wade to hinder the natives in the
use of their most effective weapon, the massing of native
pudlic opinion by mueans of the Bantu Press. In this field
of native sotivity progress has been m0rs rapid than &n any
other. The native leaders realised at sn early atage that
withous mouthnieces of their own thoy would remain largely
inartioulste. Specches at public neatings were heavd only
by those fow who chose $0 atiend. Uome meane bad to be
devised t0 resch the hundreds and thousm ds of literdte natives
in order to secure theiy oo-cperation in the stern etrugsle
for justice. Some atiempt bhad aloo t0 de mado %0 cvedbat the

apread illiterapy among the native population. 7The Dantm

6 answersd both thess necds and 4t hae gone from etrength

o strength An i%s offorts on behalf of Sts own people. 5o
far no daily Bantu newspeper exigte and present indicatlons
are that thie Adeal As not likely t0 be attained for asome
oonaiderable time.

Baropeasn newspapers are not all antagonistio
towards sative intorests. Hany of them devote much valusble
space % a conslderation of native injusticesand much good
hog no doubt been done Dy the searchlight which the Zuropesn
Preas has throwmn on native affairs. %haf vme being done,
however, was not encugh., Comparatively few natives read

the /
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the Myopoan hewcpapers, snd only & small body

show any [Antsrest An the welfave of the natives, while the
overvhelning majority of the Puropean population, though not
aokively hootile, were frankly uninterssted. The Bantu
Proas therefore ot 1tself the tack of rousing its oW paople
from its national lethargy and inertia and of providing food
for thought for those Turopeans who might chance 0 read its

The gourees of research available in wespoct of
the Buropoan Preas do not sxtend to the Bantu Pross and the
wyiter mint express his indedbtedness to native leaders of
thought throughout the ocountyy for thelr willing ssaisstance
md co-operation in the 4lffioult task of ocolleoting and
oollating inforsetion roguyding the Banta Press, which has
made posnible some eort of eetimate of the part played by the
Bante Pross in the develonment of the ebild and backward
rages of couth Africa. The native quastion 1s 1ot & questicn
spaxrt. It 48 o South Africen cuestion. The interests of
the nativeo are bound up in the intevrests of the Iuropeans
and it is merely for the sake of convenience that a chapter
has been devoted %0 thie subjeot oe diativet from the Turopemn
Prace. There was no thought 4n tho ariter’s aind of a
iitorary segregation.

Bative Journalistic sctivity is not confined
W Jouth Africa. “In what was once kEnown es darkest Africs
the raye of knowledge are beginning %o illumine the duck of
dgnoranes.  Fast Africs now possecsea several newpspers
aritten, edited, and mainly producod by natives. Slowly
the influence of the Press -- that stupandous power for good,
or evil-- is penetrating %o the furthermoat corners of the

globe /



globe... In the swamps s d heats of Africa, the land of age-
long mystery, of dark deecds @and darker superstitions, a netive
Press wisely guided and foptered by & native (overnment, may
easily become the prastest of missionary forces for thesge
gusky children of the sun. There the ghadows of the old evil
pods #till linger in the forest glades znd haunt the sacrificlsd
altera until the sathority of the printed word shall help to
cleanse the foul placer of the earth, reolacing the ancient
cult of cruelty by & moPe meroiful @taed“%UQ

It ia noteworithy that missionary enterpricge
has been ons of the most powerful forces in the building vy
of a Bantu Prees. Many of the more noteble native wublicge
tions are subsidiesd by misclionary societicg and are in »nord
controlled by them. Cwing, however, to the necegeity vhich
thig implies of beiny etrictly non-nolitical, native politi-
clane have, after receiving & journeligtic training 2t the
migeion schoole, broken apart and eetablished indevendent and
outenoken newepapers of their own. It was this consideration
that caused John Tengo Jabavu, the "Father of Bantu journalism¥,
to resign hig vosition in 1834 se editor of "Isipldimi Same-
xoga®, which was under the aegis of the Lovedale Missionary
Institution, and to found"Imve Zabantsundu'(Natlve Opinion),
which ig etill a flonrishing concern at Tingwiliiametown,

8tatietics do not reveal any romarkable inerpase
in the number of native newspaners since Union. As commared
with the ineresse in the European newspapers they have lapged
behind in this reevect. It is in vecerd to quality rather
than antity thet the Bantu press has forged zhead. The

Bantu /
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Bantu newgpapers now in existence have attained a satiofae-
tarily high standard and have consolidsted their position.
wheve finsnces have permitted, innovations have Deen intro-
duoed snd modern printing applicances lostelled, so $hat the
equipment now in peneral use is far in advance of that with
whigh the early Bantu newepaper had igagﬁgt gontent.

The Ufficial Year Book shows the following
Heh ive newspaper reglstzations from 1911 %o the present timed
Hatal fra svaal Free Ltate. Total .

£

1911,
igia

105
1914.
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& PFigares nol available.

The nost striking faot zevealed in the above
figures i the rewarkeble stability in She total nuchey of
Bantu newspapers. In epite of fiuvotuations in the four
Provinges the total for the Unien during the last ten yeaws
wag at no time lese thanm 16 or greater than 19. Free Utate
ndives were slow in goming inko the field of journalism and
ﬁwﬁwﬂﬁwﬂammnuulmmmhﬁﬁpmmemvﬂmuwmm.
Fox the wost part the tons and polioy adopted by the Bantu
Prese e & woderate oné. There is no suggestion of
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inourrection or of attem-ting to force the hands of the
authorities. Thelr endeavwouxr ig to guide the natives by
constitutional moang t0 the goal which they consider 10 be
their Wtinate destiny. There are sxceptions to this rule,
such as the Commuanigtic organs, "Umsebensa® and ihe "Humamer*
vhich are wyltten in the most inflamsatory lanpusge in an
endezvour o stir up the natives against the whites, Thelir
influences iz fortunately negligible. Purther comsideration
will be given to these organg after an hiletorical survey has
been made

The firet Bm tu newspmp er published in South
Africa was the "Endaba® which was printed st Lovedsle. Ita
date of publication iz unkoown but 1% ir believed %10 be ghout
1824, It continued pudblication until 1848, and wag edited
for two yeers by the Rev. Richard Rose who died In 1202,
Tiyo foga was one of the native leaders of thought aitached to
the oitaff and of him {the Rev. Cousing wruta;?s

"Myo Soga employed his leisure in collecting
Kaffir fablee, legends, and proverbe, fraguents
of Raffir hiskory, rugied witerances of certain
ﬁi‘é‘izui%ig‘i;gn‘i‘wéﬁ@%2:;222&2%‘2‘% Kareir o
chiefs, with striking incidents in thelr lives.
n the *Tadebes ana showed tholr intisate Kowe
lpdge of the past evente of his country®,

#1n the Fortiea the "Ikwaezi® wirc printed at
the Gwali Yiseion Press, but the Xaffir Yers ¢f those periods
cllowed the venture only a meieorlc exlstence-- & pasaing
brilliont flash, desoribed in ¢ line of Ntcikang'e hjpm!
“Yebinza inkwenkwezl laizelelal--("the star darted forth; it
won telling us®). A decade later the Hount Coke Tegleysn
Zigaion sent out ita "Isitunys se Kyauga“ Megagoger, That

noble venture aleo collapsed. In the uixties the Lovedsle

#deaion/
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Mission Press brought ocut "Indada* (Newe). It was popularly
welcomed end was for a time the pride and pleasure of its
pronoters-~the Rev. ®illiam Govan, the then Prineipsl of
Lovedale, editing the fnglieh pages, while Dr. Bryce HRoes, of
Pirie iission, a perfect Gixosa scholar, was taking charpe
of the vernaowlar. Alas'! sven under such favourasble fggp&m,
the Indaba ceased publication after two or three yoers.

In 1856 the London Missionaxy Socioty estabe
liched "Hahoke s Bechuana® (Bechuana News) at Kuvusan in the
Chwana language. I catered for the Ruruweon Mlostonary dise
triots and was distributed ¢ ' . including
the Protectorates. It ceased publiecation in 1898.

The year 1870, howgver, was a landmark in
Bantu journaliem, for in that year the Lovedale Missionary
Fress isoued the "Christian Express® shioh sugvives to-day as
*The South African Outlook®™. The *Express” wee at first
published only in Engligh Dut mas devoted almost entirely %o
native interests and welfare, styling itself *Ai Journal of
Hlssionary News and Chrietian %oyk®. Within a short while
the Expreas became 8 bilingual paper with the Foglish name
of "Kaffir Express®, translated into the vernacular as
*Isigidiml Samaxosa®. Dr James Stewsrt, prinsipal a{ g;ha
Lovedale XMissionary Instiftution, was the first editor.

The Eizoss columne wore entrusted to native students vho
inoluded the Reve. Mzimba, Klije Makiwane, the late ¥illiam
Ggoba, and ths late Tengo Jabavu, whose dubtios were to trane~
late any Inglish portion of the "Esxpress” which shey judped
would interest their countrymen.

8ix /

107. Enox Bekwe in the "Christien Yxpress, Novesber I 1830
HOTE: mxs must have been the rebirth of the first Bantm
pwspaper "Indaba® whioh ceased publication in 1848.

108. Article by the Rev: John Enox Bokwe, in the *Christisn
Express®, November lst, 1820.




B8ix years later the English portion was re-
namad the *Christian Express® and was published separately
from the vernascular pages which retained the sams title as
an indenendent newspaper. In the eighties the success of the
*Igigidinmi® had justified the engagement of & responsible
native editor and Dr. Stewart offered the popition to John
Tengo Tabavu, =& teacgher in the Tesleyan Mission Zchool st
Somerset Tast and a regular correspondent to the *Qape Argus®,
which published his contributions under the caption *From ocur
Rative Correspondent®. Jabavu accepted the appoiniment and
continued sg Editor for four years, meanvhile continmuing his
studles at the Boulh African Cullege.

The period is best dealt with in the words of
Kaox Bokwe bimself @

"The 'Ieigidimi' gained fresh life and vigour uader
his charge, while Jabavu himself benefited as a
regult of his closer azsociation with Lovedals.
On passing the nmatriculation certificate at the
Cape Univereity, Jabavu rezigned. Frobably a
monthly publication was & tardy concern for his
riging energy; bolt to wention the restriction on,
or even exclusicn of, party politics. Because the
periodical was a misgionary organ published in an
educational eetablishment partially dependingon
the supnort of Goverument subsidy, any dealing
with political questions had to be approached
only by tiuid referencee. Raturally this was an
frksows handicap on one shose ambition was %o be
& politician. On relinquishing the "Isigidima
Samaxosa, he started a weekly bilingual newspaper
of his owmm iv Xingwilliamstown, wthere a few Luropean
sywpathisers encouraged hig venture".
Jebavu was succeeded in the sditorial chair of *Isigidinit
by William Wellington Ggoba, "an orator and poet of no mean
ebility® on whosge desth, in 1888, the paper ceased publication.
The name of Tengo Jabavu's new paper was lavo

158
Zabantoundu or “lImvo Zontsmnoune Liso Lom=m' {Hative
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108. According to Bud é'Belle's *Raffir Scholar's
Companion



Opinion and Guardisn). The paper still exisis at the
present time under the firvat mentioned nowe and is edifed by
the late Tengo Jabavu'g szon, Professor U.D.Tengo Jabavu, snd
hia brother Alexander. The Year of iis esitablisbhument was
1884. In 1897, it is interesiiog to note, a copy of she
journal mas presented to, and graciously accepied by, Quecn
Viotoria. In the following year Tengo Jabava was joined by
Epox Bokwe, who, after only two yesrs retired frow the conoern.
For izore than a year during the Boer War 1850-1802, "lmvo!
was suppressed by the wilitary authorities for having publidhed
an "objeg¢tionable article”. {he paper reapneared on Cotober
4th, 1802, under the style of "luve Zabmntsundn Bom Zantel
Afpika® (&§%§% Afrvican Hative Opinion). Of it #x. Charles
L. Giewart wrote
"uowe of the plant and type which brings the
¥Imvo® out avery week wap second-hand when
the late Mr. Tenga Jabawu bought it over
half a century ago. The circulations are
too small and the advertising revenus of
native napers too meagre %0 enable the
proprietors to aporopriate amy substantial
amount for the pupchase of new nlant. So
the old press in the *Imvo® bmilding at
Eingwilliamstown has to do the beat it can.
The 2,420th number of "luvo™ has just been published!
The paper is in safe bande. In common with
the other Baniu papere of South Africa, it urges the necossity
for realising the inevitable unity of native and buwropean
interesis. There is no clamans ovy for absoluite equality,
but there is an esrnest appeal for the incorporstion of the
nat ive into the esconomic life of South Afries in the role of
& junior partuer. 10 illustrate this point the following

extract from *Imvo® will serve!

"In /
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“In this country I cannot remewber 8 single
snterprisc-not even the overthrow of Dingans~
accomplizhed by whiie men without the ald of natives .

2The main line throuvgh fprisgfontein to Blocmfontein
was chﬁ iat&gﬁ& by black labour tgﬂ?i the
Cape ¢ Pree ttale burchers a¢ross ver
mm’m holding megeiings and calling on President
Reits to probibift the building of the line on Boey
texritory To~day,tf they could help 1t, white
nen alone would travel by rail and the song and
deughtere of burghere alome aoroes the river would
find employment ralilway service. Thess avye nod
gi:&aim, ladies snd gentlemen, but South Africen
* ﬂmﬂ»
"As the train passes %he vheat forwe of the Urange
Froe State, white peovle are invizible bacause
they are resting i the shade. ¥ative women and
children may be sean $0iling in the ‘mzu% san
gernering vheat grown by natives on lands the
never omn; amd wvhen the greaaries are filled the
native labourer ig clesred out of the wny and
called a menace to white civilipation for no
sooner iz the huney made thon the master would come
and drive the bYees away®.
A Raffir sSeouto jourmal ocalled 4in Kaf fir
*Umhlobo wabe Hisundu* and in Sesuto Siichabo os ba Batso®
came into being in October, 16801, at (Queensiown. It wes
edited by thse late Hev. lannc MHotsung but mus short-lived,
ceasing publlication in 1892,
A& more permanemt publication was sitarted at
Edhowe in Natol &n 1805, “Ikwezi le Afrike®. Thiz was &
trilingual concerm, Inglish, Zulu, anc Sesuto. It ran
ungil 1613 vhen publication wog suspended. The ppor lay
dormant until 1928 when 1% wes rectarted, and now continues
%0 emorcise ite infinenge among the Batives of ¥atal. It
is wnder Furcpean supervision and oaters for a wide area.
The "Inksnyieo” wasz Tun by Solomon Xumalo
for a few years mnd ceased publieation early in the nineties.
The “Ipepa 1o Hiengztis® was cuspended by the militsry guthor-
ities during the Anglo Boer War znd resumed publication in
1902. Little further is known in connection with either

of these $wo papers, or of "U-Baqal¥, & Zulu journal, the
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only reference to which it to the effect that it wae estab-
lighed at Pietermaritzburg in 1878
The last Bantu newspaper to enter the field

before the cloge of the ¥Nineteenth Century was "Izwi Labanta®
(The Voice of the People), & weekly paper published in Inglish,
Xafiir, and Sesuto. It was partly subpidized and bad its
headq arterg at Fast London where it published ite last iszue
in 1810. Its eariy hisotory, wmhich has been gupplied by Allm

. Soga, is of interest. The founders were the late ¥illiom
Dilizintaba Joga and the late Paul Xiniwe and the firat editor
was Chief Hathaniel Cyril Umballa, a scion of the Houge of
Ktlambi (Awa Ndlambe), who, together with the sons of othex
chiefs of the Galkas wag sent {0 Inglamd vnder the auspices
of the Bishop of the Church of England to study at Canterbury.
flawl? was yun by & syndicate of native shareholders who set
up & Board of :anagement in Kingwlilliamstown. The paper was
transferred to Lest London under the style of the kagle
Printing Press Co. Ltd.,. I%s raisop d'etre was the capture
of "lavo Zabantsundu® (previouzly mentioned) which had the
support of the Afrikander Bond through the ilofmeyr-lauer
allliance.

*That organigation®, allan Soga informed the
writer, "concexled a subtle element which =imed at diminishing
the zuthority of Great Britain in Scuth 4africe and in 1805 a
gtrong body of Afrikender feeling in the Korthern LHtdt es sought
to co=-operate with 1te zllies in the sgouth in presenting a
united South african front to the laperizl Government on gues-
tions relating to the ultinate destiny of South afrigca and
their claim to absolute control of the native guestion. A
body of the more intelligent natives felt it their boundem
dauty to counterzct the propagends which would degiroy the

constitutional
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constitutional rights which they had enjoyed under Omeen
Victoria.

"The first editor, Umhalla, wae succeeded by
A. K. Soga, a graduate of the Natlve AfTaire Deportment of
the Cape Covernment in the Transkei, who, at the pressing
invitation of the Wative Board of "Izwi®, rescigned the service
to ascume the editorship of that paper. The financial posol-
tion of the paper wag plways precarious owing 4o ths backward-
ness and illiteracy of the mass of the native population. An
attempt was accordingly made, through a deputation tv Ceecil
John Rhodes, %0 negotiate for funds in view of the impending
political gonflict of 1898. The deputation was successful
and the editor of %Izwi® wos piven a free hand in po far as
liberty of expreceion was concerned. Thodes!t Progressive
Party continued to *father® the paper for some ysars after
the Jameson Hinistry came into power in 1804. Taring the
Boer War the Editor served in Brabant's Regiment in order to
vindicate the paper's gincerity in the poper'e gllegisnce 10
the British factor. In 1804 the campalgn organised by the
Board of “Izwi Labantu® in co-operation with the South African
Nab ive Congress, swept the Board in the ¥ative Territories
leaving not z native geat to the redoubtasble "Imvo®, whoge
erstwhile sway had been weakened. Thege two papers, together
with *Koranta ea Bechumpna® under the editorship of the late
£ol. T. Plaatje represent the ploneere of native Press gxperi-
ment at the Cape and should not be allowed to perish®, con-
clucded the writer's informant.

The dasn of the new century was heralded by
& number of Bantu publicatiomg. The "Eoranta ea Bechuana®,

or Bechuana Gazeite, published ot Mafeking by the late Sol.
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¥.Plaatje, was oommenced in 1801, It was bllingucl, fnglich
and Seohwanz, while Plastje alse foundaed the "Tezla ea Batha*
(The Pooplels Pricnd) at Ximberley two years later. It cemed
publication after the (reat uar of 1914-18. Im 1503 the
*lesilinyans la Basotbo®, printed at Norija and published by
the French diseionary Scclety, was established, being &t that
tine the only Sesutd newspaper in Basutoland. The "Christian
memsz"lliefﬁrraﬁ to thig paper as *giving sracticslly its
whole space to articles and sews", moaning apprerently that it
dic not accept advertisements. At gbout thig time the "Yopupa~
Taels* (1900}, sod the "Leihlo la Babathwo® (Bative Iye,1903)
came into being. The former wes published at doorleigh, in
Eatal, aoti was published in Betsouns. It ceased pubilcation
in 1914 aud remained dormunt until 1820 when it completed itse
period of hibernation. fHosmpawTaela® is atlll in exictence
to-day, being the organ of the Hermaousburg lilssion ad being
run entirely by natives. fLeihlo la Bebatheo” was sturted
at Pletsrsburg in 1903 and lested for only two yeaxrs. 14 was
run by satives without Iuvropean supervision and catored forx
inglish, Lesotba, mnd shengean readers. It was subeidized
by the Zoutpeneberg ¥ative Vigllance Asscoistion of vhich

it is the official oygan.

As a climex to the exclting gams Of "newapaper-
meking” which charagterised the opealng year of the new century
"Unsebensa”, a (owmanlst foriaighily, made its sppesxance in
Cepetomn in 1606-8. 1% is now on the point of resching its
7T00%h eddition, and is atinm“mmwmg away asciduously at
‘the hypooritieal gestures of the bloody British and Afrikaney

Impericlism /

111. tetober 2nd, 1¢1l.



&
="

BE universiteir van preToRIA

&, UNIVER SITY OF PRET ORIA 103
WP VTUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA »

Imperialism at the Wobber Teague of Yationg', and demanding a
Federation of Independent Mative Repubdlics based on Toviets ®

1t recently issusd a namphlet urging workers to join the
Commmist Party "which strives to unite the peoples of Zouth
Africe and destroy the ¥nglish Goverament and the blood-suckera®
The *Star®, in revealing these facte commenits that:

*The decision of the Communist Infernational
Headguarters to susp8nd propaganda among the
coloured racen must have put the Communist
leaders on tho Witwatersrand in an avkward
nosition for they have been siriving for years
for the conversion of natives--sepecially mine
natives--40 the true faiih®.

Further factes zbout “Umechensa* arve givan by ¥r. Charles L.
Stowart {artiecle already quoted) as folloma:

#About two years apgo the authorities were soouring
Capoe Town 0 discgover where a Jommunist paper,
¥Umsebenzi’, wag printed. It was produced for
distribution among the natives and contained
articles end extremist views which were intended-
t0 cause perious trouble among the natives of
South Africa. It wae edited by & South African
university man who had turned "Bolshy®. Lfter
& spell 1t appesred agalin, this tine evidently
with its hesdquarters in Johannegburg. One
cony I saw wae exbtremely libellous and caleulated
t0 incite notives to reckless disregard for law
and order.

On the front page wae a lino-out cartoon of a huge
native holding Yr.Pirow {recognischle by the huge
label attached to his neek) by one fool, veady to
drep him into a glev-not ingcribed “Anti-Tase law
Soup I forget the wording beneath it, but it
certainly wees not in praice of the Minister of
Justice. Inzide wes an article sbout the native
rising in the Belgian Congo and & descriplion of

the kiliing of Puropeans by the matives. Their
action wae lauded end then came a stirring &ige&i

to Bouth Africen nabives fo follow the example get
by their Belpglan Congo brothers and %ill the white
folk of the Union. PBut evidently the natives are
gufficiently well balanced to ignore these senseless
efforts of apitators to stir up unrest.

Yhen one goes fully into the »olicy expressed by the
leading native newspapers of the Union one re-~ulices
the fervent hope the native cherishes for abetter
understanding between whlte and black. Appezls for
the co~operation of the races occupy zlarge section
of the papers; pleas for tolerance on both sides

are seldom abgenti®.
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The writer is well acqueinted with "Umesebenaat
for, while he wag attvending the annusl Sludentt's Parliement
at Stellenbosch in 1931, a siudent supporter of the Comvaunist
cause distributed copies of the paper among the Parlismeniary
repregentatives in an endeavour to 4o propagandist work.
{ne of the carioons depicted the :dpister of Jusiice {Hr. O.
Firow) standing over & native with a Bible in one hand and a
rifle in the other, the caption was ¥Pray, damn you, Nipger,
Pray!® another cartoom showed a breakfast toble over wiich
*uother God* was presiding.(n Gove side sat native children
aad on the other side suropean childyen. The latter Bad their
plates weli-filled, wioile the portions on the native c¢hildrents
plates weore negligible. The couparison was intended to show
the vovernmeni's distribution of fhe annual educztion vote ag
between black and white races.

Anotber Compunist organ, cowparchble only o
"Umgebensa® is *The dammer®, publisbhed in Johaunesburg. in
ite iesus of ueptember, lgszflgh@ “Hammer*® addressed a special
uesgsage 10 the fars natives of the Union. #Orgaise for the
fight!" it declared. #Blagk and colourel workers on the white
pan's farm, build uwp an organisation of Agricultural vorkers.
Be prepared to sirike againet starvation and siavery. bay
af tex day, for 12 or 14 hours, we work for 5/- or 6/~ a month.
Jowetines we don't sven got the money because, for every little
thing that bappens, we forfeit a portien of cvur wages®. The
farmere wore referred to as "blood-suckers® who had the right
to drive the natives 0ff their farm without any warulng, in
spite of the fact that the native could not leave the form
without the permission of the farmers. ihe best time for

a/
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a ptrike" the puper declared, "is the harvest time} just when
the farmerg are most in need of your services. Committees
of Aciion must be formed to vrenare for the strikef

As nlready statod, the influence of such pepers
is negligible. The days of the prophetess Wkomz &re paet.

The nativee will no longer resort to revolutionary mezns to
obtain their rights, realising that any such efforts are fore-
doormed to faillure and that their subsequent position would

only be apgravated, wherens, by adhering to constitutional
methods, their advance along the nath of progress is infinitely
more gure, however much slower it may be.

One of the most interesting and influential
papers whioch came into existence at this period is the national
paper of the Zulus, "Ilanga Lase Natal®.  ITatablished ia 18085,
the editor-proprietor, the Rev: T. iube, can justly claim to
own and edit the largest native paper in Efouth Afrieaflé it
has twelve pages of the size of the Zuropean daily newspaper,
which, in addition to a vast volume of news of particular
interest to the Zulus, includes a nuzber of coluums in English
giving ite readers an ingight into occurrences and developnents
in the international sphere.

¥o further papers entered the [leld of Bantu
Journaliem until 1910 when *lzindabza Zabantu" made ite re-
appearance aa "Um-Afrika’ under the segls of the Harionhill
#igeion in Hatal. It ig trilinguzl, Englich, Zulu, snd Xosa,
and hag the benefit of SBuropean assistance. It is the official
organ of the Catholic African Union, a social and egonomic
native organisation, and is subsidized by that body. Among
the leaders of nzative thought connected with it 2re the Rev.

J.B.Scuter, editor, and the Rev.B.lussc.
Another /

Br.Charxles L.Stewart, "Black Dubblers in the Black Arta®,
“Cape Argus®, April 9th, 1032.
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Another landmark in the forward march of the
Bantu Press was the establishment in 1911 of *Hochochonono®,
{The Comet) the leading paper of Basutoland. It has its head-
quarters at Haseru and uses the media of Englich and Sesuto.

It is completely free from Buropean conirol and exists as an
independent organ which is out for the betterment of native
conditions of life, for the self-improvement 0f the natives,
and for a rise in the literacy momg the Bantu people. It

is a paying concern which is not confined in its infivence %o
Bamutoland but is cironlated throughout the Provincewof the
Union. Among its moving forces is A.J.7lale, 3 mesber of the
Basutoland Council. As iz the case with moat Bantu newspapers,
it is a weekly production.

A further native ne
and existed until quite recently, having to throw up the
gponge in Auguet, 1831. It was "Abanbu-Batho®, which Bad
four language media,--English, Zulu, Xosa, and Z2esute. It
owed allegliance to the African National Congreses and included
in ite staff such natives 28 A.W.Maimang, an Attorney, who
provided the contributions in Rnglish, C.8.¥zbaso (Secretary),
T.D.M.8kota, author of the *"Africon Yesrly Register* (a Xative
"@#ho's Who'), and L.7.Uvabaza, managing dirscior and Xosa
editor.

yopaper was born in 10123,

Hr. Charles L. Stewart (in the article already
guoted) 4id mot form a high opinion of the internal CYgar-
isation of *Abantu-Batho*. He wrote

*Evidently in ite last few months it had fallen
into the hands of veritable amateurs. Type

lay scattered all over the shop: sver case was
pled, the press was hopelessly out of adjustment,
the paper guillotine had evidently been used for
cutting wood for the heater. The entire plant,
excepting the press, was sold for &£5. I came
away with a copy of the last issue of *Abantu-
Batho®, The main story of the week was an

insignificant /
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ingignificant wedding, of which I will attempt
to give an exact copy of a few lines!

*%mnk the pzerents was & gg mg vmx;;aa
Mr.8igone) & Tea mpones 8 mga

4 cups and smea;?ﬁm NiBane),

sugzer basine and milj-jud ( mém &ctm}* ceee

The only @ths;r editorial feature was a letier
from a correspondent who #»as evidently & great
partisan of he 1.0.U. and who hurled insults

at the heads of the African Hational Jomgress
leaderse. 1t was & mass of typogrsphical errors-
a certain sign that the production of the paper
had fallen into the hands of men who were running
it with no real apprechation of the laportunce
of the printed mzd At the foot of & column
on the front page was a notice @

HOTICE 10 ADV

¥e beg %o apologise fw the two last
issues the 3and and 16th of My 3.%1
Which we failed to publish. Om
Machine troubles.

ABARTU BAIHO.

115
The *Christisn Vxpreen® coontsined detailed

paper, "Izwe la Kiti®, (Our

Country) which was to be established in 1911, az'a Bnited
Christian Newspaper for the Znlu People®. It published the
prospectus of *Iswe la Kiti® g‘w«m which the following points
have been culled 3

*The motto of the paper was to be @ %Gloxy to

God in the Ixigvheat, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men®, (Luke 2, 14.). The paper sould
take its a&mﬁ on Khe Rock of iges®, the living
word of God. It would @lways be laya& to King
andg mnnﬁxy, and & most staunch supporter of good
and just Govermmen®. It would be the constant
endeavour of the paper to create and foster
mutual forbearance and goodwill between the shite
and native races of south Africa. 1t would sparxe
no pains end leave no stone unturned in its wozk
for the production and spread of good literature
in the vernacular as well as to a2suist natives

to become familiar with the best of Eaglish

literature /

1l6.

October 2nd, 1611.
Page 53.
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literature. It further set cut its view on the
nromotion of health, education, sgriculture, land

A special feature of the paper would be to give legal
T ey Stitos i mvLeie r i o 1
papsr would be open for articles ond correspondence
in Englich.

s henrtily welcome the peper both on aoccount
of its inheront possibilities and the promise of great useful-
nese and beoanse 1t is an evidence of united missionary efforgt®
fThe Fzprees® gtated. "Hew
pices are beconing numerous and gerve a ungeful purnoss.
Several of them are ably conduoted. OFf one or ¢wo it might
perhaps be sald that what they do is more than countercoted by
the character ¢f meny of thelr advertisements. ¥%e ave glad
$0 note that the new paper intends to accont alvertisesnonis
only from "firms of good repute selling reliodle goods*. Bome
native papers, too, have 2 tendency t run to sesd in politice,
an? a paper osuch a8 "lzwe la Kiti® promiges €0 Do, devoting
attention 40 the cowbating of miperstitious ideas omoh as the
belief in witchorafd and slwming at social progress, has before
£t o wide field of ugefulneas”.

In 1014 "Nyaletd ya-tigo® (Moroing Oter), and
*The Douth African Bealth Hagugine® came into belng at Iundee
and Lovedale respectively. The former later transferred ite
offices to Johasmesburg., It still flourishes, its wedia
being Ronxs and Thonga. Xt cuters prissrily for the Borthemm
Tranavanl and for Portugnese Zast Africa, being the official
organ of the Uwiass Hisglion under the guidance of the Rev. O.
Bourquin, of Pretoria. LDaniel Haribati is the most cutstonde
ing native comnected with the venture. The Heslth ¥sgaszine
is published in Inglizh, Xoss, and Cesuto, the ¥ditor-in-Chief

being /

spepers under purely native ono-
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being a Puropean with two native aseislant editora. Ito
importance in matters concerning native health and hyplene
goognieed by the Uniom Covernsent and 1¢ receives & masll
subepidy from the Union lepartment of Fublic Health. It i
the mouthpiece of the South African (Bative and Colouwed)
Hoalth dooiety, and has 8 ciralation of more than 3,000,
sost of the subsoribers being teachers in the Transxean
sarritories and in Bﬁgt@lmﬁ. It is a quarterly. Writing
in the *Baniu Forld"® Professor Cdpgar H. Brookes, of the
University of Pretoria, Precidént of the South Africen Ine
stitute of Hsce Relations, md Chalrman of the Pretoria Joint
Counvil of iuropesne and Vetives, sald @
*Hative loaddrs end workere chould among of
Shings smay Moaly tho neerid megasing o
matters. Health is not e very wondérful subjeet
for a political aidress, but it i fundamentally
important to the native people®.

The period 1814-1617 was mnoroductive of any
further publiostione in Boontu journalism. 1t ie unlikely
that the raging of the Grest ¥ay throughout $his period
ghould have affected the native sriterc and leaders of thought
in South Africn, and the sbesnce of any new publications

during thege years is 211 the wore surprieing in view of the
fect that thic wan the periocd lnmediately succeeding the
iniquitous Bahives Land et of 1813, w period in which native
opinion should have been mas
in order to do overything poseible to bring sbout an ameliopa-
tion of the position into which the Aot of 1913 thrust the
native people of the Union. Ho serions was the 4 tuation
that o deputaiion of nutive leaders astually travelled to
Bagland /

aad g8 elfectively as posalble
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England to make representationc to the Imperial Government
on behalf of their unfortunate fellow-countrymen, and while
there Sol.T.Plaatje wrote & book in which conecrete instances
of hardship and privation caunsed by the operation of the Act
wore revealed.

In spite of this all-important factor, however,
there was no numerical progress in Bantu journaziisa. The
total number of native newspapere in existence (13) in 1914
renmained at that figure in the following year, and increased
by one only in 1918. It vag not until 1917 that the figure
jumped to 18, and by this time most of the inaisteni clamony
against the Katives Land Act had subsided.

The next nativs newspaper which the writer has
been able to trace was "Indaba Zovuyo® {Joyful Rews) in 1918
which hes its headguarters at the Palmerton #éission Printing
Press, is published in Ipi-Xosa at the request of the Metbo-
dist Conference, which does not, however, contribute towards
its overhead or running ezpenses. It ¢irculates not only in
Bouth Africa but alsc in Rhodesia. It is oow in 1ggglath
year of publication. Building upon V¥esgley's words that
religion would die out in a single generation if the Metho-
dinsts were not a reading people, the Palmerton Fress has lssuned
mmerous other publications, notably, "Ikayz”, dealing with
the responsibilitios and blessings of home life; *Inowadi yo-
Hkooeli®, a pamphlet for Class lLeaders and "Opportunity®, a
parterly which set itsslf out to provide those interested
wlith an opportunity of expresaing thelr views on current pro-
bleuws affecting religion.

In Novewmber, 1918, "The AXessenger' was esiab-

lighed at Bleoemfuntein, making use of the inglish, Sesutho, /
and

118. London ouarterly Reviow, October, 1093l.
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and Zulu languages. 1t lasted only $wo years, the last iseune
appearing in May, 1931. It wag a purely native enterprise
which circulated throughout the Free 3tafe and Grigqualand West.
It owed allegiance to no native organisation or body and stooud
as an independent effort on bebalf of the native races. *The
newsgpaper wog sbarted without any caplital stated H.Selby
Klsmang to the ariter. "Cuiel Z.Fenyang was its guarantor®.

The following year sa% ithe establishment of
*The Black #an" at Capebtown. It was bilingusl--"nglish and
Bantu-- and owed ite formation to the inspiration of &.M.Bemett
Yowoena and Clements Radalie. It was not a success and ceased
publication in 1821.

Clements Kadalie, Allison W.G.Chaupion and
other officials of the I1.C.U.({International Celoured Workers®
Union) combined to set up YThe Workers'! Herald® at Capetown
in 1830, It resained at the goast for six years, transferring
in 1926 to Johannegburg where it continued for & fuwther four
years, before ceasing publication im 1030. Xatives provided
both the mental and manuzl labour for thie enterprise for the
larger part of the paper's existence but in its closing gtages
it wap acsisied by Mr.¥.G.Ballinger, & furopean advisger to
the I.C.U. The *Herald® professed to cater for 2 wide ares,
which, besides including the Unlon, and the “rotectorates,
extended as far as South West Africa, Rhodesia, and Nyasaland.
In connection with Champion it ia interesting to note that
in 1930 he waes exiled from Natazl in 1931 by the #inister of
Justice (Mr.0.Pirow) for a period of three yoars. He is mow
employed by the Colonial Banking and Trust Company,Johannesburg.

There was a further lull ip Baniu newspaper
enterprise from 1930 to 1924. 1In fact, the total mumber of

Bantu /
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Bantu newspapers, after remalning siteady for those five years
actually dropped from 18 4o 14 ia 1838, bul recovered and
reached its highwater-mark of 19 in 1837. YThe total stands
at this Tigure to-day.

The lull was broken by the appearance szt Port
Elizabeth in June, 1824, of the "Bantu Leader®, a paper mhich
continued for exscily one month, discontinuing publication in
July of the same year. 4s far as can be ascertained this is
the shortest period of duration of any Banlu newspaper, al-
though the record in South Africa is held by a sunday psper
on the Rand during the days of the “gold rush¥. I1 appeared
only once! 8.M.Bennett Howans was connected mith the “Bantn
Leader® ag he has been with other Bantu newspapers, all of
which have proved uwisugcessful after a very short run. His
other jourad istic veatures include the "Bantu Hation", starde
ed in Novewber, 1928, at Aliwel Norih and continuing unitil
Haxrch, 15335 *The Fraanchise Guardian®, set up at Gueenstown in
April 1930 and ceasing publication after only a monthi and
“Igui Lania Afrika®, published at Zast London in May 1831, and
becoming dsfunct in February, 1838. kone of these papers
were subslidised, all atiempting %o rough the storm of competi-
tion as independent organs.

"The Blythswood Oeviewy”, which came into bsing
in Jauaxy, 19234, as ous of the activities of the Blythswood
Press, Butterworih, mel with greater success and is still in
existence. Loniributions sre aocepted from both furopeans
end patives but the printing is done by native printers  sne.
The lasguage wedla are knglish and losa. 1% caters priuwarily
for the Transkei but is sent regularly to subscribers overseas,
notaly in Great Britain and in the United ctates. It is

a /
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25 South African Jourpal of Helipious, Sooizl and Bducatiensl
work®, =which iz #0ld &t 61 o copy.

The Flythewood Institvtion, uwader =hose aepis
the *feviev® is vroduced, is under the direction of the United
Trea Chmech of Seotland, which has ae itg object the fHionigh-
ing of young native men and wonen with fitting oppurtonities
for gomiring iistersyy, woral, educational, and industrisl
trainine sulidable For the nesds of the country, md for the
work of the Oheistian Church and sSohouls. I% has ite own
printing dspariment, Eonacer smd Lditor, the Rev. . D.stomont,
who dled in Hovember 1830 and wag succesded by the lev.Robort
Godfrey. The nature of its contenie may e ganged by its
tasue of Jecember,1526, which comprised Bantn constitutional
law, informetion regarding mediocald sissions in the tervitories,
Pingoland notes, and a suewary of the {our Bille containing
General Hertzog's native poliey. 1t earries no niveriise-
ments, ezcent those dealing #ith the lythewood Institution
itpelf.

In the same yeay the wowsnwman Cathelie Jission
in Bagubtoland inetitated "molisanmma® in nglish snd Leoutho
which continned un$il the latier helf of 1932 when it wae
disgontinued 0 give place to a weskly newepsper, in preparo~
tion for which an wp-ko=-date nlant has been purcheassd. The
weakly, in vesutho, apresred in Uecsuber,

1832, #ith & staflf congisting of ~uronesns sad native uilssion-

aries who will bave ag thelr ohject the spresding of the

principles of Christisnity and elvilisation.,  "Holisasoa

e in osny respecis sladlay %o the "Blythgswood heview®.

Belther could etrictly cleim the title ‘mewppsper®. SHolisanna!

uag & monthly review specimlly wmanaged $o gulde teachers in
school /
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school management, hygiene, and general social matters. In
the words of the principal of the #ission, the PRev.lawrence
Carey, "1t was simply pedagogical”. 1t wmse circulated boih
in Bz uteland and in the Free State asg the official organ of
the Homan Catholic Teachers.
the same group of 1.0.U. officiels that set wp
the “%orkers Herald® at Capstown in 1820, sstablished *Udibi
lwe Afrika® in Durban in 1537. Thiz ran for barely a year
when it was involved in 2 libel action and had to throw ovex
the traces. During its brief sximitence 1t served as the
official organ of the burban ifrican %Workerst Club.
"Unmtetell wa Bantu¥, which ig reparded by ir.

Charles L. Btewart (previously quoted) as the foremoeil native
newspaper in the Country, was founded in 15230, It is a8 weekly
paper of 14 pages which is printed in Johannesburg by natives
under furopean supervision, to further the activities of the
Hative Recruiting Corporatiom of the Chamber of idines in en~-
suring a regular and adeguate supply of sative labour for
the mines @

as will be realised from its purpose, itse

circulation is mainly in the sreas where

the young natives suitable for wine work

are to be found. But although Unietell

is issued for propegenda purposes the fact

is well hidden and the information regarding

rat es of pay and working conditiong on the

gold mines ig clsverly dished wp under

cifferent guices.

Fvery line of the native papers is set up

by hand. Laborious work it is-seiting solid

matter for a newepaper ig only & dégree pre~

ferable to picking ozkum. Uwing %o the

number of language fielde which Ustetell wa

Bantu has t0 cover, its staff consisis of

natives whose language rangsea {rom Sesuto,

Sechuanu gad sosa t0 Zulu, wlile they all heve
to be able to set in snglish as well® 119. the /
£

119. "Black Dabblers in the Flack srt", "Cape Argus”,
April Sth, 1933.
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The most recent additions %0 Banin newspapers
are the "African Leader', and the "Bantu Jorld", both having
their headquarters in Johannesburg. The Tormer was started
in Januery,19%32, and is published in Englich, Z2ulu, Xosa and
Segutho. It is an indenendent paper run as a paying concern
by Hezers. Geo.Haske, Peter Geele, and T.D.M.%koita. It has
ten puges the size of the Englich "Dally mivror® and claimg to
be "the only Hational paper in the Trangvasl®. Judged by
Bantu siandards, it ieg of s fairly high order. It has a
satisfactory lay-out and is moderate in tone. In the issue
of avpuat 13%h,1832, however, it published under the headline
fGood Wews® & paragraph regerding a Buropean who was fined
£5. for addvessing a nalive women in an ingulting manner.
The YBantu World® which is published by the

Bantu Press {Pty) Ltd., came into belng on april 9th,1833,
smd ig published in gix lanpuages, this being the record ae
far as auy newspaper in South africa is concerned. The languag-
es are Fnglish, Afrikasne, Xosa, Sesuto, Sechnana, and Zulu.
It has Buropean financlizl control but is otherwise run entirely
by natives prominent amopg whom is R.V.E8elope Thenms. it
circulates throughout the union ard is endeavouring to still
further widen its arez of dietribution. In the igoue of
August 27th, it announecd it had been suggested that it should
establish connections with ¥igeria, Gold Coaet, Liberia,
and Sierra Leone. Briefly stated, the policy of the "Bantu
florld® is to “fogler harwonious race relationships®. In a
manifesto, which it publishes weekly, bowever, the paper sets
ite szims out wore fully as follows :

*fo print without prejudice or bias sll the news

thut will be interesting znd instruetive to the

Bantu peonle, in order that its reading public

ney be fully and truly informed zm an zid to

clear thinking and logiecal action.
“r9 [
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"T0 be independont of party politics, suprorting
men and meamures only in the intaerects of ghat

it conceives to be the public welfare, and une
hesitatingly attacking ovile and combating evil-
doers with frunkness and wvigour, refuxdlegs of
raoe, party or power.

*To render helpful public service by ingtilling
racial gelf-help and gelf-reerect, theredby
prowoting homonious race relationchips and the
maintensnce of inter-pracial goodwill and co-operation.
"To peek to give every wan & chance, and ag far 28
low and honeet wage and recogmlition of lhuman
brotherhood cap make it gv- an equal chenge.

*“fp gtrive for the sconomic development of South
africa along lines that will be baneficisi %o
211 ito iohmbitents.

*fo cncouruge the Jevelopment of the Bantu ae @
agrical tural psople and %o foster the prowth of
Bantu mete and crafte, litersture and mucig.

770 combot Llliterzcey and to stimulate education
anmong the Bantu, by catering o the nesde of somi-
{11iterates ag woll e to the moet hipghly advanced.®

In ampilification of thepe pointe, the *Bantu
¥orld® devoted & loader in its first lesue pointing cut that
the omners and publishers of the journal bolieved 4% %0 be a
public trust and that they were "to the Nl seamure of thelz
regponeibility”, trustess for the public. "The Bantn Sorld?
Pill chazpion the cauee of the inddividual...lt doss not advow
cate emality of opportunity in th: zenae of the same Oppor~
tanity for all... The dtate should plage no barrier in the wuway
aof individual muan progresc...» It wfll cowbat illitsrzoy by
the inclusion of & supplemsent for those who are Just beginuning
to gpell and read. By thin means an opportunity for self-
education will be provided, enobling many to bridge the gop
thet separstes the literate from the 111lterate®.

Thin "Creed® has been reproduwesd falrly Mailly
because, in the opinion of the writer, based wpim hin obgarvas
tione in the course of hip research, what the *Hanta World®
has eald of iteelf applies almost wholly to most other Bantn

nawspapers./
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newspapers. The Banitu Press has stimulated thought not only
among iis own people but amongz iis Buropean readers. *The
Bantu forld® received the qualificd blessing of the Prime
dinister (General J.B.¥.Hertzog) who wrote stating that he had
perused the objectz of the paper as set cut in ite preliminary
announcernent and had no suggestions or criticieus {o make.
1t seema®, he adied, "that the publication will be in the
intereat of the Bantu races and in thig regard 1 wish it every
succens®., The Minister of %ative Affaire (Mr.E.G.Jansen) stated
similarly, that the papexr would be doing & great service o
the native population of the Union. “The Press plays an iluow
portant part in molern pocinl life", he sdded. Y1t is an
ingtrusent for good or evil dependimg upon the gualities of
those at the helm. Thelr responslibility is greet¥. The paper
d 80 regeived the ungualified blessing of Senator G.J.V.R.Dmi%,

. Patrick ﬂunc&ﬁ,&.?., Ur.bdgar R.Broockes, Frofescor . a.
#aciillan, Lr.C.D.Doke, aand Mdr.J.2.0ooper, Lensger Of the
Hative Administration Depariment at Bloemfontein. The laate
n&meé etated that ®The attsinment of any cae of fhe purposes
mentioned (in the manifesto) would undoubtedly bave the effect
of dispelling the dark clouds of sugpicion a2t vresent hovering
between black and white®.

The leet journalistic venture on which the lale

Mr .Sol.P.Piaatje embarked was the esteblishment of "Qur Heri-
tage® (Boghoz joa Rona), "the officizl organ of the Independent
Order of Yrue Templers®, heving joint ecditorisl contxol from
Capetown and Kimberley and being distributed simulianecusly
at Cspetown, Kimberley, Eleamfantein, and Johanuegburg. its
third 1esuélzgalﬂgiﬁe& for the non-appesrance of the previoug

iseue:
e [

120, Augaat- Octobey, 1631.
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%o cannot folly go into the difficulties that

arose accounting for this break but we con assure
readers that wme were up againgt, what were for the
time being, insuperable sbstaclas. ®e trust we
have now successfully overcome these and that the
future publicati.n of "Our Haritage* wil: be repular.
Some of our difficulties we may ladicate. A aectisn
of our readers wanits their Nzt ive lanpguage. Another
wantg ifrikasms. (7e are Ltrying partially to meet
this). Another wante one language, only, Inglish.
fgongst all these conflicting dewands it will be seen
that a grave problsa of policy is at stake. in the
igeue, we have got only thus far  For the futurs we
Fill ehdenvaur to arrange regular Afrlkaons contri-
butiona. (This, how@ver, will largely depend on
Afrikasns contributors tuamaexvea) e cannot agree
to have more tham once szbive lsnguage usod. ‘nd
gince mogt of our Malive readers understand "nglish
oz & reading medium we will endeavour tc have more
English usaed in fulure numbsrs.

Te trust this compromige will meet wiih general
wonroval®,

Having made its apology, "*Uur Heritage® went

on to re-iterate its objects as follows ¢
*Growingly our Coloured and kabt ive people languish
undsr grave ¢isabilitles: to state theze falrly;
to ventilate grisvences frankly; %o keep burning
the flame of hope and divine discontent will be
the privilepaed function of the pages of *Cur
Hexritapge®. 30 that as the daye go by the
ﬁolourea rages will wore and more look (o ug, mere
an’ more truat in ug, more and more "hope" vecauce
of ug is the ambition and asspiration of this
humbly-otaried orgap in the Pregs®.

It ie fitting 2% this stage to sey something
of the part played by the late M¥Mr.50l.7.rPlastje in helping
to build up a Bentu Fress in South Africa. Hext to the late
Hr. John Tengo Jzbzvu, the "Father of Bantv Journzliem in
South Africa®, mdé¢ the touhder of "Imvo Zzabantsundu®, ir.
Plzatje has probably made the greatest contribution $0 his
fellow=countrynen in this connection. Hle zetivities in
connection with "Rurenta ea Becosna®, *Tsala ea Betho®, "Our
Heritoge” amd "iative Life in south Africa® have elready

been mentioned. He was a veritable linguist, being proficient

in /
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in Eoglish, German, French, and Dutch, as well as all the
Bantu languages. He wae an authority on Sechwsna and had
writien several naiive novels. lie fosterad the hope of ex~
tending the influence of the touth African Bantu Mewspapeve

beyond the borders of the Union, the Protectorates anﬁzﬁhada&ia,
1
t0 Nigeriz, the €old Coast, Liberis, and Sierra Leons. Ho

more fitting epitaphlcculd be written than that which appeared
28

in the "Bantu Torld*

"Here then, we bury & mzn whose patriolism wee
not fiction, but & fact, wbo did everything
in his power to promote the welfare of bie
Hative people, upon whom for many yeors pagi--
all eyee were fixed with great atiention--
and ever wourn the irreparable losi. and
apart from 11 the prerogatives of genius as
guch, he worked hard and died & poor man.

*Let his enemies and detractors 2esert folly
if they will on ,this imoortal name, but I

wi1ll langh them to scorn, and I will tell

them in yeply, then whatevexr he was, or wasg
not, Death bas rubbed the Bantu rage of itse
ablest nen, linguigt, jouwrnalist, novelist,
public speaker, student and politician. This
strenge nizture of notural profescion thet was
Solomon now mute in gold grave®.

Profeggor D.0.Tengo Jdobavu, of the South African
Rative College at ¥ort Hare, and ecditor ¢f *Imvo Zabanisundu®,
hzs at various ftimer zoud in various places made sonme interest-
ing commente in connecition with the position of the vress in
relation to native opinion. *The influence of the press in
gouth Afziggé where there is little indspendent thought he
hae stated is greater both for good or for bzd tham, say,in
Burope. .Crime ig often the only form of advertigement for
the native.. The Kative Press, lacking in educat ed native

contributors /

121. "Bantu world®, August 27th, 1933.
123, *Bertu Yorléd"®, July 2nd, 1922,
123. "ihe Segregation Fallzey and cther Papers”,page 78.
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contributors, is either too docile, or, on the other hand,
too inflammatory. By these varied circumgtances, native
cpinion has been influenced and developed for many years®.
In his evidence before the Netive Economic Commission(Quoted
"Pretoria Hews", May 14th,1932) he stated further @

“The Press does a great deal of mischief. To-day

the natives are reading more than they used o,

and when they see statements in the Prese which

ere unfavourable to them it makes a bad impression

on them. I would attribute it rather to the

Press than $0 individuals. Hatives know how to

excuse an individual but when they see in the

Presg an article or a speech of a publie speaker,

which spesks badly of the people, they take it

far more aermt;giy“ .

J.G.Coka asked mhether any thinking man could

b blind to the value of the Bantu Press. He showed how the
native had always been interested in news; how newe bhad been
commnicated from one village to another and how the menfolk
sat round the cattle krasls discussing burning guestion of

the day. Ih his own cheracteristic way he traced the develop-

antu Proess:

"¥hen the late Tengo Jzbavu, started the firet
Bantu Newspaper--*Imvo Za Banteundu® {135) he
usghered in a new era. Instead of hearing news
vocally, the Bantu read them. This was in
accordance with the spreoad of literacy.

"The old order gave way to the new, as more and
more Bantu learnt to read and write their mother

ment of the B

languages. News, which hitherto had been wmore
or lese gossip, became a reality. The ball was
get rolling.

*Hewepsp ers began to spread among the Bantu.

Some were still-born, other flourished. The

history of the Bantu Press has had its ups

and downg. kany an iwportant business house

helped the Baniu Press by advertising through it.

#¥political aglitator and agitations for rights

gave new spirit to the Banbtu Press. Buil hisp

very advantage was equivocal. It entangled tha

Bantu Press in the clutches of politips, which

since those days, up to the present, eharaet&rmeem/
t

124. fBantu World®, July 33rd, 1932.

128, Afirst® in that it wae the firet Bantu Hewspaper
free of Zuropean control.
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#the majority of Bantu newspapers. Political

views, opiniongs and predictions filled the

columns of the newspapers. Conssmently those

not interested in politics found the papers boresome®.

*The Press has 8till 8 long way before it becomes,
what it should be, the mightiest force in the state,
except the Government. It can b must be. The
Hegro Press hasg developed from such small dbeginningse
%0 thess stupendoues heights it has reached. Al}
cppresgsed people find their solace in their ;x&&n._
To maXe our newspapers eflecliive, we must rally
their support. We ghall soan £ind they will z@&ﬁh
the standard we require. The press is in our hands.
Shall we not uge i4?
How the Bantu prsess has grown, from the days of the
Invo in 1884 €0 the Rational Journgl “The Bantu
Rorld® in 1532¢ Forward ye Bantu and make Your
Press powerful ¥,

¥r. Coka's words are imporiant. ‘They show
that thinking nmatives realise the usefulnegs of the native
Pross and that the Bantu nation should assist, by their in-
terest, contributions, and subscoriptions, in building it up
$0 become 8 s8till more powerful factor in the development of
the dbackward races of South Africa. Hor Les this wealisation
been of recent growth. More than a decade ago 2 native writer
whe signed himeelf ”uwﬁféspaintﬁﬁ out that it was then high
time that the natives of Bouth Africs had 2 periodical of a
better pature than the current native newmpapers. "our

native newspapers are epparsntly 2 money-making concern®, he
st ed. They leave bshind themw that wonderful and effective
weapon of clvilisation, education. That is why they ave $o-
day inadequate. They are foumd wanding in matters of agri-
culture, domestic science, legal and medical matters®,

Spr. ¢.T.Loram, in his report on Bet ive Education,
etated ! "Even before the publication of the Hative Teachers?
Journal, missiomaries, teachers, and others interested in

natives have deplored the lack of 2 suitsble newspaper or
peria&iaai /

13s. "Chrigtian Express", January 1lst, 1931, page 14.
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periodical for the educated natives of Bouth Africa. There
must be now well over half a wmillion natives in Scuth Africa
who can reoad and for these there exista no source of informa.
tion except the periodicale designed for Europeane and a few
native newspapers. These latter are inadeguate for the home
of the educated native, partly becange of the restricted
nature of their gontents and parily for the objectionable
nature of the patent medicine advertisements, which constitute
the great part of their advertising matter.

Dr. Loram suggested that a widely ecirculated
weekly periodical, such as ths *"Farmers' Weekly® with its
supnplement, the "Homestead" would have a grea$ influence on
the minds of the natives and would do much %0 relse them in
the standard of civilisation and loyalty to the Government.
It would be best 1if this paper could be run dy a mission or
private enterprise but the work is so important and the need
80 great that the active co-operation of the Government could
be sought®.

127 Further reference was made in the "Chrietian
Express® to this subject which willl gerve in part a8 a reply
to the objections made by Professor D.D.Tengo Jabavu (already
quoted) against the Press.

“It should not be possible that only the bad
side of native l1ife should be shown up in the Press, and we
who know the other gide ghould keep it before the public eye.
Thanks are due to the newspaper Editors of this Country for
their willingnese to insert articles {dealing with natives),
ad it is only right that full asdvantage should be taken of

their courtesy. The *Christian Express* has done much ig /
the

127. September lst, 1913, page 131.
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the direction of guiding public opinion along lines that are
sane and right¥,

The Bantu Press of the native tribes of South
Africa has now pamsed #n review. Newspapers may have been
overlooked and errore made and it has not been possible to
glve consideration to many zspects of the Bantu Press, as for
example, the questions of advertisemente and of methods of
distridbution. Suffice it to say in regard to the former thad
whereas in former days the newspapere obtalmed a goodly pro-
portion of their asvertieing revemue from patent medicine
agents| goods, the -nnouncement of "Iswe la Kiti® in its
prospectus that 4t intended to accept advertisements only from
*firms of good repute having reliable goods o sell® may be
regarded as a turning point in this connection and a happy
sugury for the future. The Bantu Press bas not yet obizined
its full freedom. It &g afforded the Pfacilities of chegpor
pogtal rates through regletration 2% the Cencral Post Office
as & newspaper, butl no provision iz made for ¥ative Parliomen-
tary reporters in the Houses of Parliament. This cannot yet
be regarded ag a hardehip as no pative newspaper has so far
attained the dignified status of z @z2illy newspaper. ¥hen that
agspicious day dawms, however, there will be 2 need for a coni-
sideration of thig matter, for, in the words of the Rev. Ray
Phillipe, "The Bantn are Coming® end the Bantu Press will ever
be in the vanguard of this forwzrd maveh,

Ae compared with the Bantu Prese, the harvest
of other non-Zuropean newspepers in South Africz is almost
negligible. /



\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

negligible. TNo survey of the Press of South Africa would,
however, be complete without some reference 0 the Prese
organs of the Indians and the coloured people.  Sources of
informaticn have not proved frulftful im this connection and
it is possible that some newspapers in this category mey have
been overlooked. All the ascertzined facts are contained in
the following summary.

*Indian COpinion®* was founded a2t Phoentx, Hatal,
in ordér to provide a mouthniece for %t he thoussnds of Indians
in that Province. It is the official organ of the Indian
Congresn and circulates not only throughout the imion but
2180 overseas. It oontinues %o exerciese 1lis influmence through
the media of Enplish and Gujurati. A nunber of Indian news-
papers were started in 1914 or thereabouts, but none was very
long=-lived.

These include *Indian Viewn!? established at
Purban in 1914 and still in existenoce; "Dharmz Vir*, set up
8t Durban in 1915 and continuing until 1822; *Viveka Bhanoo®,
founded on September Hih, 1914, at Durban, and dofunct in 19283
vhile in 1917 “#Amnit Sindhu® was staried at Durbarn and ran
until 1919; the "Gujurati Samachar® at Joheannesburg in 1816
and defunot in 1918. In June 1018 "Swaraj" was establisghed
but 31d not last longer than iay 193C; the "doslem Outlook®,
¢atablished at Cgpe-town on February 3nd, 1925, continusd
until Februory 1928. "Maikunda Mitran® was established in
Pretoria in 1924 as a Tamil weekly, and cessed publication
in 1929, The “Cape Indian%, new alsce defunct, was founded
in s@bout 1823 and claimed to be "The only mouthpiece dealing
with mattors of interest to the Indiam and non-“uropean
comnity in South Africa®. I% had its headgquarters in

Capetown /
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Capetown and was pudlished in sngiish, Urda, and Cujurati.
Typical heaﬁliazgggiva gome indication of the tone of the
papexr ! fiurther Oppression®; *indians agsin victimised®;
fIniguitous law recefved royal sanction®. In July 1834, the
fCape Indian® announced : *In our next issue we will be in

8 position to give a supplement in Gujuratl. We have had
gome dAiffionlty in acqiring the services of a cemmoglivy

but that has now been overcowe and we are propared to suwpply
the need”, It was & monthly publication, which bocame
defuncot in 1828,

Ag far as the cvioured psople of the Union arxe
concerned, their firet mouthpiece was probebly *The South
African vpectator’, set wp at Capetown in 1900 and edited by
¥r.P.Z.0.Perogrino, 1t was isoued foriolghitly amd Oconglione
ally comtained srticles denling with npdives. It was ex-
clusively the organ of the coloured people of the Union inter-
preting the term Ycoloured! to mean “non~iuronean®, In 1020
the ®"Criqua and Coloured People's Chroniele® woo founded at
Capetown. It gontinued until 1928. The “AL.0.7% (African
People's Organisation) was started at about the same tine bBug
ceased publication in 1838,

4 Rative agrioculiursl journsi, *Umceb' isl 20~
¥lini no 4fuyit®, which circulstes in the Transkei, has now
reached & circulation of approximately 2,000. Thewe can be
no doubt that thig journal, topether with the native sgri-
cul tural demonstrstors, is doing much towards raising the
level of pnative agrioulture and towards bringing natives into
touch with more modern methods than thoss to which they have
been acoustomed to rely upon in the past.

128, Decesmber, 1834,
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