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VOORWOORD

Oswald Chambers titel een van sy boeke, “My allerbeste vir sy Hoogste”, en ek sou ook
graag van hierdie proefskrif dit wou sé: dalk kon dit nog beter gedoen gewees het, maar
hierdie stuk werk is “My allerbeste vir sy Hoogste”! Aan my Here Jesus al die eer vir die
vermog, krag en geduld wat Hy my gegee het om hierdie ondersoek uiteindelik af te

handel.

Die proefskrif sou ek aan niemand anders as my dierbare vrou kon opdra nie. Reeds
vanaf my BD-skripsie, waaraan sy alreeds 'n onmisbare aandeel gehad het, het sy my
deur al die jare se studies ondersteun. Die laaste paar jaar het egter veral sy tol geéis:
een na die ander vakansie wat in die slag gebly het, huis en tuin wat maar moes wag en
die laaste bykans vier jaar was haar opoffering ten opsigte van ons twee kindertjies
monumentaal. “Somi, jy is my Liefling-vrou...'n vrou duisend...en ek dra hierdie

proefskrif daarom 'n duisend keer aan jou op!”

Aan my promotor, Prof Dr Jan van der Watt: “U het 'n groter aandeel in my lewe as wat
u seker ooit sou kon raai. My dank aan u is nie net vir wat u op akademiese gebied vir
my geleer het nie (en dit is alreeds 'n mondvol!), maar veral ook vir dit wat u op
persoonlike, mentor-vlak, vir my en later jare ook vir my gesin, beteken het. U stel hoé
eise, maar leef dit ook self; u preek van en skryf oor die liefde van Christus op

aangrypende maniere, maar...u leef dit ook self op besonderse wyse!”

Verder, 'n besondere woord van dank aan ouers (aan beide kante), familie, vriende,
lidmate en my gemeente (NG Witbank) wat oor al die jare heen getrou vir my
voorbidding gedoen het en nooit opgehou het om op talle verskillende maniere

ondersteuning te verleen nie!
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ABSTRACT

This thesis sets out to proof that Paul advised the Corinthians, at least prominently, from

a Christ-centred kotvwvia frame of mind when addressing their issues in 1 Corinthians.

Firstly it has been established that the xkotvwrvia word group may be defined within the
nuances of a dynamic relationship. Secondly the study has compiled, with this definition
in mind, at least 47 of the most prominent xkotvwvia elements as found throughout the
Bible, with special focus on the New Testament. These elements have then been
organised in a kowwwvria defined theological framework so that it could be easily
accessible for further study into the way Paul might have used them later on in 1
Corinthians. The study then continued not only to point out the important role of 1 Cor
1:1-9 in the Corinthian letter, but also to show how the themes still to be addressed are
actually being set in a kotvwria frame of mind. Furthermore, the role of 1:9, as nexus,
combined with the specific reference to xkotvwvia with Christ has also been stressed. In
doing so Paul actually supply us with what could be called a “key” to unlock other
kotvwvia elements in the rest of 1 Corinthians without encountering the xotvovia term

as such.

So, armed with this “key” and our carefully defined xotvwria theological framework, 1
Cor 5-6 and 8:1-11:1 have been selected as test cases in proving the hypothesis as true.
After the issues that Paul encountered in these chapters have been clarified and his
responses exegetically laid out, it has been shown in every textual unit, within the
designated macro units, that Paul most definitely put xotvwvia with Christ in the focus of
each suggested solution. Through this “key” other relevant referrals were then made to
one or more of the 47 kowwwria elements from the previously compiled kotvwvia

theological framework.

il
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Realising that the kotvwria dynamics featured consistently behind Paul’s suggestions to
the Corinthians, led to the conclusion that Paul extensively tapped into a Christ-centred
kotvwvia dynamic as a prominent frame of mind to address some of the key issues

featuring in 1 Corinthians.

TIEN VRYETAAL SLEUTELTERME:
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Deelgenootskap
Paulus

Korintiérs
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