CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND PROBLEM STATEMENT

1.1 Introduction

The South African rural environment foday 1s diverse and the agricultural systems are
dualistic which 1s largely the result of a history dominated by phenomenon such as
colonialism, racism, apartheid, cultural diversity, sexism, repressive practices as well as
aspects such as economic deregulation, urbanization, natural resource endowments and
environment changes (Van Rooyen, Nqgangweni, Groenewald and Fenyes, 199§,
Kirsten, Van Zyl and Vink, 1998). The study will focus on the diversity in the rural
environment of the historically disadvantaged area of Leliefontein, a previous “coloured
reserve” in the Northern Cape Province of South Africa. This introductory chapter will
provide the background to the study, a problem statement, study objectives and a study

outline.

1.2 Background to the study

South Africa is classified as an upper middle mncome country, yet a vast proportion of its
population still live m poverty and display a level of human development more often
associated with low income countries {Whiteford, 1995). The income distribution is to
an extend racially distorted and ranks as one of the most unequal in the world
(Government Gazette, 1994). South Africa’s Gini coefficient has twice (1975 and 1991)
been estimated at (.68, which ranks as the highest recorded anywhere in the world
(Mohr, 1998). This is where a combination of wealth and abject poverty characterize the

country.

The South African economy has been built on a particular natural resource base (mneral,
water, and land) and systematically enforced racial division in every sphere. The legal
and social denial of access to resources and opportunities for some population groups has

kept control of resources in the hands of minority. For example, already in the Land Act
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ANNEX 3

Description of Variables

Income

The income is divided into various groups:

e Social grants are the money from the government and that includes, pension; health

allowance and children allowance.

e Family support includes all the money that is received from the relatives but does not
include salary from the head of the family who is a migrant worker. This include

everything that is received in kind

e Income from agricultural sales of crops; animal; skins and other agricultural products.

s Regular income
According to this study regular income is taken as a continuous income that comes in
every month of the year, it can be low or high'. That is income from full time
employment and/or self employment. It includes salaries from non-farm and
agricultural jobs; salaries of head of family who is a migrant worker and income from

trade for an example, shop.

e [rregular income
This is an income that does not come in every month. It includes money gained from
part time employment; few days jobs; and other self employed jobs that are done

from time to time as opportunity arises and not throughout a year.

"' The data collected does not specify whether employment is secured or not. The extent of contracts is not
known,
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