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Opsomming 

Die studie handel oor die rol wat ontwikkelingskommunikasie kan speel in die 

ontwikkeling van die agtergeblewe voorskoolse kind in 'n 

XiTsongagemeenskap. Die behoefte aan gestruktureerde programme vir die 

voorskoolse kinders is deur die inwoners van die gemeenskap geidentifiseer. 'n 

Ontwikkelaar is op die Letaba Landgoed aangestel om in die bogenoemde 

behoefte te voorsien. 

Die XiTsongasprekende gemeenskap kan beskryfword as 'n agtergeblewe 

gemeenskap omdat ongeveer 90% van die vol wassenes oor geen ofgebrekkige 

skoolopleiding beskik. Ten einde die kinders in die gemeenskap die geleentheid 

te bied om optimaal te ontwikkel, is ontwikkelingsprogramme gerig op 

persoonlikheids -, sosiale -, fisi ese - en kognitiewe ontwikkeling by die 

versorgingsoorde op die landgoed ingestel. Hierdie programme word aangepas 

om by die kultuur en ontwikkelingsfases van die kinders in te skakel. 

Die doel van die studie is om vas te stel in hoe 'n mate die aanwending van 

toepaslike kommunikasietegrueke die agtergeblewe voorskoolse kind kan 

bemagtig om suksesvol op skool te vorder. Die studie neem die vorm van 'n 

gevallestudie aan wat die navorser in staat stel om inligting op 'n sistematiese 

wyse in te samel. 

Die studie is vanuit 'n kwantitatiewe - sowel as 'n kwalitatiewe oogpunt 

benader wat ondersoektegnieke insluit soos onderhoudvoering, waarneming, 

gestandaardiseerde toetse en skooldokumentasie. Ten einde beheer oor die 

navorsingsituasie uit te oefen, het die navorser ' n ewekansige seleksieproses 

gevolg en 'n eksperimentele groep sowel as 'n kontrole groep saamgestel. 

Beide groepe is homogeen ten opsigte van eienskappe soos die getal 

respondente in elke groep, geslag, ouderdom, etnisiteit, geografiese 

omstandighede en taalgebruik. Die twee groepe word onderskei deur die feit 

dat slegs respondente in die eksperimentele groep 'n versorgingsoord bygewoon 

het gedurende hulle vooskoolse jare. 
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Evaluasie het deurlopend plaasgevind . 'n Opvoedkundige sielkundige is betrek 

om die gestandaardiseerde toetse afte neem en te ontIeed . Vorderingsverslae 

van die respondente in die navorsingsgroep is deur die plaaslike Letaba Primere­

skool aan die navorser voorsien vir bestudering. Dit het die navorser in staat 

gestel om relatief objektiewe waarnemings te maak. 

Na afloop van die huidige navorsing kon die navorser sekere bevindings maak 

en leemtes kon geldentifiseer en bespreek word. Dit het die navorser in staat 

gestel om tot gevolgtrekkings te korn en aanbevelings te rnaak. 

Daar is gevind dat die kinders wat blootgestel was aan kommunikasietegnieke 

binne die versorgingsoorde, oor beter leervermoens beskik as kinders wat geen 

stimulasie ontvang het nie. 

Sleutelwoorde: Deelname, creche, ontwikkelingsterreine, 

kommunikasiemediums, ontwikkelingskornmunikasie, benadeelde, 

gemeenskapsprojek, tradisioneel, platteland, skoolvoorbereiding. 
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Summary 

This study concerns the role development communication has played in the 

general developmental progress of the preschool child in a di sadvantaged rural 

XiTsonga community. The need for a structured programme for preschool 

children was identified by members ofthe community . A developer was 

appointed on Letaba Estates to establish a community project concerning the 

development of the preschool children. 

The XiTsonga community could be described as a disadvantaged community 

where approximately 90% of the adults had no or very little education . A 

project was initiated by the developer to stimulate the children in their social -, 

physical -, cognitive - and personality development. These developmental 

programmes had to meet the cultural background of the community. 

The purpose of the study was to determine how communication techniques 

contributed to the disadvantaged children to empower them during t~eir 

formal school years . 

The study is handled as a case study through which the researcher could 

systematically collect the data. The study followed a combined qualitative ­

and quantitative approach which included methods such as interviews, school 

documents, standardized tests and observation. 

To enable the researcher to control the study, a control group as well as an 

experimental group were selected, both equal in age, gender, language, 

geographical location and ethnic background. The research groups were 

differentiated by the fact that the respondents of the experimental group 

attended a preschool. 

Evaluation played a major role throughout the whole study. An educational 

phsycologist was involved in the analysis of the standardized tests and the 

principal of the local primary school provided the researcher with the 
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necessary school documents. It enabled the researcher to develop an objective 

insight in the learning abilities of the respondents. 

The final chapter of the report consists ofthe general findings, problem areas, 

conclusions and recommendations. The most valuable finding is the 

following: children who were exposed to communication techniques during 

their preschool years, are better equipped with learning abilities than children 

who received no stimulation. 

Key words: Participation, creche, development phases, development 

communication, community project, traditional , rural , disadvantaged, 

communication mediums, school preparedness. 
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