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principles of organic farming, much of the environmental degradation which result from incorrect
farming activities relating to irrigation methods, soil loss due to erosion, not enough organic matter
in the soil, little knowledge of fertilizers and hittle or no funds to invest in soil preservation agents, can

be eradicated and rectified.

Academia should become more involved through the incorporation of community outreach
programmes in the curricula of environmental related course material. In the absence of extension
officers, the Technikon may develop information brochures on soil fertility needs, safe use practices
ofagricultural chemicals, programmes on the transfer of appropriate technology and other areas that
can help to secure food production at houschold level. Students can be trained to fulfill a basic

information-needs niche market for small-scale farmers in the absence of extension officers.
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databases which are planned for future waste management strategies and training activities.

It is recommended that future surveys of hazardous substances focus on the types, quantities
and handling practices, in order to comply to the FSSWG calling for an inventory of the needs
of small-scale farmers over a large area with less detail but which can be useful to ascertain

which types and how small-scale farmers are using hazardous substances.

It is recommended that surveys be conducted to ascertain whether users of hazardous
household chemicals are observing the instructions on the labels ofthese containers. Incorrect
use and disposal of hazardous substances put the health of the public at risk as well as
compromising the segments of the environment i.e. the soil, groundwater and the atmosphere.
The dangers posed by one group of chemicals called persistent organic pollutants (POP’s)
have become a great concern and should feature in every aspect of hazardous waste
management strategies worldwide. These carbon-based chemicals pose a particular hazard
because of four characteristics namely, their toxicity; resistance to normal- break down
processes; accumulation in body fat and thereby threatening unborn foetuses, as well as their
mobility in water and wind. The POP’s Convention listed initially 12 substances, or groups
of substances, of which 9 are pesticides of the organochlorine class which include insecticides
like aldrin, dieldrin and DDT. There is concern that pesticides like these mentioned may be
stockpiled and have already become obsolete due to them having reached their expiry date but
also not being used any longer because it has been banned by law. An inventory of such
obsolete pesticides form the key for successful and safe disposal of these hazardous chemicals.
International projects are developed to do these inventories and plan the follow-up of safe
disposal strategies. It is necessary that the small-scale farmers are surveyed as part of these

projects.

Valuable information was gathered during this current survey regarding the use of a
questionnaire and the types of information bits which were included. It was mentioned that

academia should become relevant in the transfer of technology and training of small-scale
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