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OPSOMMING 

 
In Hoofstuk 1 is verskillende fases van die toepassing van eksegetiese metodes met 

betrekking tot Nuwe-Testamentiese tekste geïdentifiseer. Elke fase het `n ander 

perspektief gebied op vrae na die kontekstualiteit van die Nuwe Testament. Uit die 

oorsig het dit duidelik geword dat die ondersoek na die historiese agtergrond wel 

aandag gekry het, maar dat dit nie met die nodige erns en doeltreffendheid in die 

verstaanproses benut is nie. In Hoofstuk 2 is historiese kritiek, literêre kritiek en 

sosiaal-wetenskaplike benaderings in die eksegese krities geëvalueer met die oog op 

die vraag na die plek en funksie van die historiese konteks of agtergrond van die 

Nuwe Testament. Die historiese kritiek fokus dikwels op die afsonderlike dele 

(vorme) van die teks, maar neem nie die teks as geheel ernstig op nie. Literêre kritiek 

het weer die fokus laat val op die geheel van die teks. Die evangelies word as 

verhalende literatuur beskou. Narratiewe kritiek het die ruimtelike aspek of topologie 

van die evangelies na vore gebring. Sosio-historiese ondersoeke na die wêreld van die 

teks het `n bydrae gelewer tot die studie van die agtergrond van die Nuwe Testament. 

Historiese kritiek en literêre kritiek kan ten spyte van die vordering wat gemaak is, 

aangevul word deur die toepassing van sekere modelle van die sosiaal-wetenskaplike 

benadering. Die benutting van hierdie modelle maak dit moontlik dat sosio-historiese 

data georden word in `n holistiese interpretasieraamwerk. Die gebruik van sosiaal-

wetenskaplike modelle kan die historiese afstand tussen die teks en leser oorbrug en 

voorkom die dwalings van anakronisme en etnosentrisme. `n Sosiaal-wetenskaplike 

benadering bied `n holistiese verwysingsraamwerk vir die interpretasie van Bybelse 

tekste. Die probleem is egter dat te min aandag gegee word aan die topologiese of 

ruimtelike aspekte van die Matteus-evangelie. Verder is die model van die gevorderde 

agrariese samelewing en die pre-industriële stad nog nie genoegsaam toegepas op die 

Matteus-evangelie nie. Die onderhawige studie vul die leemte. Die model in terme 

waarvan `n gevorderde agrariese samelewing beskryf kan word, is benut as breë 

verwysingsraamwerk waarbinne die plek en funksie van die Bybelse jubilee bestudeer 

kan word. Hierdie diakroniese oorsig (Hoofstuk 3) van die navorsing op die Bybelse 

jubilee het getoon dat sodanige studie van die Bybelse jubilee nog nie onderneem is 

nie.  
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     Die antieke ekonomie het ontwikkel vanaf `n simplisties-agrariese gemeenskap na 

`n gevorderde agrariese gemeenskap. Die Romeinse Ryk is die eindproduk van `n 

lang ontwikkelingsproses. Land was die primêre ekonomiese bron in `n 

selfhandhawings-gemeenskap. Die doel van die navorsing is om aan te toon dat die 

sosio-ekonomiese agtergrond van die eerste eeu die konteks vorm waarbinne land en 

jubilee verstaan kan word. Die sosio-ekonomiese agtergrond kan verstaan word binne 

die geheelperspektief van die eerste-eeuse Mediterreense samelewing. Die sosiaal-

wetenskaplike model van die gevorderde agrariese samelewing omsluit vier faktore 

(familiale instellings, pre-industriële stad, grondbesit en sosiale stratifikasie) wat `n 

rol gespeel het in die land en ekonomie van die eerste-eeuse Mediterreense wêreld.  

     In Hoofstuk 6 is homomorfiese modelle gebruik om belangrike en 

verteenwoordigende aspekte van komplekse sosiale strukture, gedrag en relasies te 

vereenvoudig. Die modelle is gebruik om die politieke, ekonomiese of sosiale sisteme 

van `n ryk of staat te ondersoek. Die onderhawige studie het die sosiaal-wetenskaplike  

model van die gevorderde agrariese samelewing as verwysingsraamwerk gebruik in 

terme waarvan die plek en funksie van die Bybelse jubilee binne Matteus 

geïnterpreteer is.  
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SUMMARY 
 
In Chapter 1 different phases of the application of exegetical methods with regard to 

texts in the New Testament were identified. Each phase provided a different 

perspective in response to questions about the contextuality of the New Testament. 

From the overview it became clear that the investigation of the historical background 

had received some attention, but it had not been as effectively utilized in the 

hermeneutical process as it could be, and had not been taken seriously enough. In 

Chapter 2, the place and function of the historical context or background of the New 

Testament in historical criticism, literary criticism and social scientific methods of 

exegesis were evaluated. Historical criticism often focuses on the different parts 

(forms) of the text, but does not consider the text as a whole to the degree required. 

Literary criticism focuses on the text as a whole. The Gospels are regarded as 

narrative texts. Narratology foregrounds the spatial aspects or topology of the 

Gospels. Socio-historical research on the world of the text, contributes to the study of 

the background of the New Testament. To enhance the progress already made, 

historical criticism and literary criticism can be supplemented by applying selected 

social scientific models. The use of such models makes it possible for socio-historical 

data to be systematized in a holistic interpretive framework. The use of social 

scientific models can bridge the historical distance between the text and its readers to 

avoid  fallacies based on anachronism and ethnocentrism.  

 
     A social scientific approach provides a holistic frame of reference for the 

interpretation of Biblical texts. However the approach may not pay enough attention 

to the topological or spacial aspects of the Gospel of Matthew. The model of 

advanced agrarian society and the pre-industrial city have not yet been applied 

effectively to the Gospel of Matthew. The current study fills this gap. In the study the 

model in terms of which an advanced agrarian society can be descibed, is used as a 

broad frame of reference within which the place and function of the Biblical jubilee 

can be studied. This diachronic overview of the research on the Biblical jubilee 

(Chapter 3) shows that no such study has as yet been undertaken with regard to the 

Biblical jubilee.   
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     Ancient economy developed from a simplistic agrarian society to an advanced 

agrarian society. The Roman Empire was the result of a long evolutionary process. 

Land was the primary economic resource in a self-sufficient society. The aim of the 

current research was to show that the socio-economic background of the first century 

forms the context within which the land and jubilee can be understood. The socio-

economic background can be interpreted within a holistic perspective of first-century 

Mediterranean society. The social scientific model of advanced agrarian society 

includes four factors (family institutions, pre-industrial city, land tenancy and social 

stratification) that all influenced the land and economy of the first-century 

Mediterranean world.  

 

     In Chapter 6, homomorphic models were used to simplify important and 

representative aspects of complex social structures, behaviour and relations. These 

models were used for the study of the political, economic and social systems of an 

empire or government. The current study used the social scientific model of advanced 

agrarian society as frame of reference for the interpretation of the place and function 

of the Biblical jubilee in the Gospel of Matthew.   
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