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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION

Broadly, the objective of this dissertation is to contribute to the ongoing
studies on the biblical theology of the Acts of the Apostles.

CHAPTER ONE examines the canonical critical approach and its underlying
presuppositions. Foundational to the present study is the supposition that the whole
Scripture is word of God and thus, the expectation of a theological unity that is
centered on “the Son” (John 1:1-4; Heb 1:1-4). It is my thesis that some specifics of
that theological and Christological unity can be discerned when Acts is read in the
light of the preceding canonical contexts which were ordered by the post-lIreneaus
early church as hermeneutical guides for interpreting the NT Scriptures. The
canonical contexts that are examined are: (1) the immediately preceding context of
the Fourth Gospel [CHAPTERS TWO AND THREE], (2) the four Gospels as a unified
whole [CHAPTER 4] and, ultimately, (3) the Old Testament [CHAPTER FOUR]. It is
proposed that a canonically informed reading may vyield significant insight into the
theology that not only is inherent in the history Luke records in Acts about the
continuation of “all that Jesus began to do and teach” following his ascension, but
also guides the literary choices Luke makes in narrating that history.

The present study proceeds from the rhetorical critical observation that the
ascension of Jesus, recorded in the opening discourse of Acts, creates the primary

rhetorical ‘problem’ addressed in Acts: how will the mission to establish the kingdom
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of God on earth, inaugurated by Jesus as narrated in the Gospels, continue post-
ascension?

CHAPTER TwO makes a case from a canonical point of view that, among the
four gospels, the rhetorical ‘problem’ posed by the ascension of Jesus in the opening
discourse of Acts is most anticipated, most intentionally and comprehensively
addressed by Jesus in the second half of the Fourth Gospel. It is proposed and
argued in this chapter that Jesus’ teaching in the Fourth Gospel about the post-
ascension roles of the Holy Spirit and the apostles best facilitates an introduction to
and understanding of the theology intrinsic to the history and narrative art in the
opening scenes of Acts.

CHAPTER THREE views the opening discourses of Acts from the perspective of
the exegetical insights argued in chapter two. Chapter three assesses whether
Jesus’ anticipation of and pre-planned response to the “problem” of the ascension is
actualized in the opening scenes of Acts.

CHAPTER FOUR addresses the “problem” created by the ascension in Acts
from the broader canonical perspective of the four-fold Gospel testimony about
Jesus’ mission. It is argued that Jesus’ mission was defined by Old Testament
messianic categories and fulfills the mission of Israel. It is proposed that the reader
of Acts, being familiar with the four-fold Gospel, may perceive the striking
resemblance of Jesus’ mission, gospel and the concurrent conflict and controversy
he provoked manifest in the church’s life and ministry in the narrative of Acts. This
chapter argues from a broader canonical approach that the tri-fold Old Testament
missional roles of prophet, priest and king, which Jesus fulfills as the Messianic
servant in the Gospels is clearly exhibited in Luke’s literary choices and underlying
missional theology in Acts. The church’s continuation of Jesus’ tri-fold missional
roles in Acts yields a second major plot dynamic that permeates the historical
narrative of Acts: persecution. It is argued that these two core elements of theology
endemic to the canonical history of God’s people work in literary counterpoint in the

history and literary art of Luke in Acts. As the post-ascension manifestation of the
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body of Christ on earth, the church continues to live out the tri-fold messianic,
missional roles of Jesus in fulfillment of his words: “If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also” (John
15:20). These two contrapuntal themes set forth the core theology that guides
Luke’s literary artistic choices and explains the ebb and flow and interconnectedness

of the narratives of the continuation of Jesus’ mission by the church in Acts.

Dedicated to my beloved wife, Linda and my four wonderful

children, Christin, Heather, Ryan and Rachel

KEY TERMS

Theology

History

Literary

Canonical Approach
Canonical Reader
Reader-response
Presuppositions
Mission

Ascension

Hermeneutical



9‘@ UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
¢ UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
Q/ YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
omrsy”

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

ABSTRACT OF DISSERTATION ....oiiiiiiiiie ittt i
S N I = S SRR iv
LIST OF FIGURES. ...ttt ettt et et e s e e eneeeenneas Xi
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...ttt ettt ettt s e st e e snteeeneeeenneeesneeeas Xii
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ...ttt neeeeneee e Xiv
CHAPTER ONE: Introduction: Thesis, Presuppositions and Methodology .... .16
1.1 Part |: Statement of the Problem and the Thesis ...........cccccoiiii i 16
1.1.1 The Background of the Problem ...............oeueiiiiiii e 16
1.1.2 The Canonical Reader and Reader-Response Theory ...........cccccceeeeeeennn... 20
1.1.2.1 Structuralism, Formalism, and New CritiCiSm.........cccovvvveeiieeeiiieeinnnn. 20
1.1.2.2 Reader-Response and Reception Theory..........ccooooveviiiiiiiieeiiieeeen, 22
1.1.2.3 Canonically Defined Reader-Response and Reception Theory......... 24
1.1.2.4 The Canonically Defined Interpretive Community..............ccccoeenns 29
1.1.2.5 The Cross, Reader-Response and Interpretive Community .............. 33

1.1.3 Statement of the Problem and the Resultant Thesis ............ccccccoiin, 35



W UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
1.2 Part ll: Epistemological Presuppositions and ..............cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiecceicec e 40
Methodology
1.2.1 Preliminary Hermeneutical Matters...............oooviiiiiiiiiii e, 40
1.2.1.1 On Reading the Bible for Theology .............uviiiiiiieiiiiii, 40
1.2.1.2 Epistemological Presuppositions and Hermeneutical Humility........... 41
1.2.1.3 The Goal of Interpretation: Repentance and Transformation............. 43
1.2.2 Foundational Presuppositions and the Methodological Correlates............. 46
1.2.2.1 Biblical-Theological Presuppositions...........cccouviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 46
1.2.2.2 The Macro-Genre of the Bible and the Divine Authorship.................. 48
of Scripture
1.2.2.3 The Unity of Scripture: A Biblical-Theological Correlate of ................ 52
Divine Authorship
1.2.2.4 Scripture Interprets Scripture ...........oooiiimiiiicccccee e, 56
1.2.2.4.1 Literal Sense and Canon ..........ooocuiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 56
1.2.2.4.2 Testimony or Witness as Epistemologically Basic..................... 62
1.2.2.4.3 Point of View and Interpretation.............cccccovviiiiiiii 64
1.2.3 Canonical Criticism and the Hermeneutical Implications for the................. 68
Present Study
1.2.3. 1 INtrodUCHION ..o 68
1.2.3.2 The Canonical Criticism of James Sanders ............cccoccvieeiiiiiniiinnenn. 70
1.2.3.3 The Canonical Approach of Brevard Childs ...............ccccoeiiiiiiiiiininnns 72
1.2.3.4 Canon and AUthOIItY .........ceiiiie e 76
1.2.3.4.1 Childs and Sanders on Canon and Authority.......................... 76
1.2.3.4.2 Lee Martin MacDonald and Canon ............ccccccveeiniiiiiieeeeceeee, 80

Vi



1.2.3.4.3 Canon and the Presupposition of Divine Providence................. 82

1.2.3.4.4 The Usefulness of the Canonical Approach Based ................... 83
Upon Supernaturalistic Presuppositions

1.2.3.5 The Canonical Approach and Its Application in the Present Study....88
1.2.3.6 Acts as Canonical Bridge ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiccccee e 94

Chapter One AddendUM ..........uuiiiiiii i 98

CHAPTER TWO: The Authority and Mission of Jesus As Delegated in the
Gospel of John: The Theological, Canonical and Historical Background

For Reading and Understanding AcCts................coooiiiii i 106
2.1 Recap and tranSition ...........oii oo 106
2.2 INTrOAUCTION ...ttt 110
2.3 Part I: The Son’s Agency/Mission and Its Relationship to............ccccceeeieeeiil. 111

the Apostles and the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of
John: Establishing the Historical-Redemptive
Foundations to Acts Chapters One and Two

oG T I [ g0 Yo [ o7 To ) o TP 111

2.3.2 Authority, Revelation and Mission: Theological Correlates in................... 114
the Gospel of John—A Prolepsis to the Book of Acts

2.3.2.1 Authority and Revelation .............cooiiiiiiiiii e, 116
2.3.2.2 Revelation and MiSSION ............euuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 118
2.3.2.3 Authority and MISSION ........coiiiiiiiiii e 119
2.3.2.4 Brief Preliminary Application to the Opening Discourse .................. 122

of Acts
2.3.3 Jesus- the Primary Apostle and Delegated Authority of the Father.......... 123

2.4 Part Il: The Delegation of the Authority, Revelation
and Mission of Jesus to the Disciples and the Holy Spirit ............cooooviiiiiinnnnnnn. 127

Vi



W UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
241 INTrOAUCTION ..ot 127
2.4.2 The Joint Authorization and Mission of the Apostles and the ................... 128
Holy Spirit
2.4.3 The Mission of the Apostles...........coooriiiiiiiiiiiccce e 130
2.4.4 The Mission of the Spirit ... 132
2.4.5CoNCIUSION 10 Part I........cooiiiiieiie e 135
2.5 Part lll: The Theological, Historical Integration of the ..............cceeeeeiiii 137

Narrative Discourses of Acts Chapters One and Two:
The Pre-Ascension ‘Theo-logic’ and Promises of Jesus Realized

CHAPTER THREE: The Theological and Historical Integration of the
Narrative Discourses of Acts 1 - 2: The Pre-Ascension Theology and

Promises of Jesus Realized...................ociiiiiii i 141
3.1 THe John-Acts Connection: Acts Chapters One and TWO ............ccccceeeieeeeeeen.n. 141
BT T AN OVEIVIEW.....ciiiiiiiiieiie ettt e e e e e 141
3.1.2 Implications for the Structure of the Opening Discourses of Acts............. 146
3.3 SUMMAIY ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e aaas 151
3.2 Act I: Acts 1:1-11 The Ascension, the Inaugurating Event of Jesus’
Continued Ministry On Earth in His New Body, the Church..............cccovvvnnenne. 152
3.2.1 Preliminary Comments on the Literary Art of Luke and Its ....................... 152

Relationship to His Historiography and Theology

3.2.2 Discourse Structure of ACts 1:1-11 ... 153
3.2.3 The Center of the ChiasSm ... 160
3.2.4 History, Theology, and Literary Artistry in Acts 1:1-26...........cccoevvvieerenns 166
3.2.4.1 “Truth Claim’ and Luke’s Historiography...........ccccevviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeen. 168
3.2.4.2 “Truth Value’ and Luke’s Historiography.........cccccoceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeenn, 169

viii



B Ay g eeons
\(\9// YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
3.2.4.2.1 The Correspondence Theory and Luke’s Historiography......... 170
3.2.4.2.2 The Coherence Theory and Luke’s Historiography.................. 173
3.3 SUMMARY ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eees 178

CHAPTER FOUR: Act 1 (Acts 1:1-11) The Ascension of Jesus:

The Transition In the Continuation of Jesus Ministry ....................................... 180
4.1 Chapter ODJECHVE .....ccoooeiieieeeeeeee e e e e e e eeeaaaes 180
4.2 The AScension as TranSitioN ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiii e 182
4.3 The Continuation of Jesus’ Prophetic, Priestly, and ..............ccccoooooooiiiiinnnnn, 186
Kingly Servant Roles in Acts in the new “Body of Christ,” the Church
4.3 INrOAUCTION ...ttt e e e 186
4.3.2 The Canonical CONEXL .........coiiiiiiiiiiiii e 190
4.3.3 Does All that Jesus Began to Do and Teach As Prophet, Priest .............. 194
and King Continue in Acts?
4.3.3. 1 INtrOdUCHION .....coiiiiiiiieie e 194
4.3.3.2 Jesus’ Role As a Servant-Prophet...........ccccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiin, 196
4.3.3.3 The Prophetic Role Continued In ACtS .......cccooeveeeiiieiiiiii, 197
4.3.3.4 Jesus' Servant Role as Priest............ccoiiiiiiiiie e 201
4.3.3.5 The Priestly Role Continued in ACtS .........cceeeiiiiiiiiieiiieeeee, 203
4.3.3.6 Jesus’ Servant Role as King..........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 207
4.3.3.7 The Kingly Role Continued in ACtS ...........ccceeeiiiiieeiiiiiieeeee, 209
4.4 SUMIMAIY ...ceeieiitttieeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeaaaaa e aeeeeaaaaeeaeesesesssssasan s aeeesaaaeaeessennnnnns 212
CHAPTER FIVE: Summary and Conclusions ..................c.ccoovviiiiiiiiiciee e, 216
5.1 Summary of the Dissertation................oooomiiiiiiiii 216



W UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

<&, YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
5.1.1 SUMMArY OVEIVIEW......ovviiiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e 216
5.1.2Chapter ONE ... ——— 216
5.1.3 Chapter TWO ..o e e e 219
5.1.4 Chapter TRIEE ... ..ot 220
5.1.5 Chapter FOUN ...t 221
5.2 CONCIUSION ...t e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeae 221
5.2.1 Acts 1:1 The Continuity of Jesus’ Mission Post-Ascension ...................... 221
5.2.2 Hermeneutical CONCIUSIONS .........cooiiiiiiiiieiiiiicee e 223
5.2.2.1 The New Testament Canon and ACtS...........cccceeiiiiiiiiieie e, 223
5.2.2.2 The Canon and Biblical Theology............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiicciceecee e, 228
5.2.2.3 Conclusions Concerning the Function of Canon .............................. 230
WORKS CITED........ooiiiiiiiiie ettt e st e et e e e tee e snteeaneeeeneeesneeas 232



W UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
\\Qy, YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
LIST OF FIGURES

FIQUIE 2. et e e 130
FIQUIE 2.2 ..t aaa 139
T U= T PRSPPI 143
FIQUIE 3.2 e 150
FIQUIE 3.3 e 156
FIQUIE 4. e 184

Xi



9% UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
L UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
@ YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
N2

ACNOWLEDGMENTS

The ongoing support and encouragement of my family has always been vital
to my personal and professional life. | want to thank my beloved wife, Linda, for her
sacrificial, enduring love and support in every aspect of my life, and especially during
the long road traveled in my graduate studies. | thank my four wonderful children,
Christin, Heather, Ryan and Rachel for always supplying joy and inspiration to my
life and work. | particularly want to thank my son, Ryan, for his fastidiously working
countless hours through my footnotes in order to construct the lengthy ‘works cited’
section of this thesis. | want to thank my mother, Violet Tanglen (Bleek), for her love,
prayers and financial support in my endeavors. My father LeRoy Bleek, long
deceased, has been an unseen inspiration as an example of pursuing academic
excellence and passion in teaching. This son knows his parents loved Christ and
their son. | wish also to thank my niece Julie Woge for her work on this thesis as a
professional proofreader. Her labor of love, meticulously editing and correcting the
entire manuscript, has made an invaluable contribution to the quality of the final
work.

| owe a large debt of gratitude to my friend and colleague, Dr. Calvin
Pincombe from Central Bible College, who offered both oral and written observations
that stimulated my thinking and impelled me to greater clarity. His sound scholarly
counsel and encouragement, at every stage, contributed greatly to the quality and
completion of this project.

| wish to express sincere appreciation to my supervisor, Professor Dr. Gert J.
Steyn for his guidance throughout this project. In particular, his probing question
concerning a key foundational aspect of my hermeneutical methodology pushed me

to extensively deepen my research and expand my writing. | believe that this in turn

Xii



9‘@ UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
0/ YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
sy

yielded a firmer grounding of my understanding and articulation of the canonical
critical methodology implied in my theological presuppositions. Consequently, |
believe this thesis is a much better work due to his critique and direction.

Above all, | thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for the gifts of his
Word and Holy Spirit. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort” (2 Cor 1:3 NIV) who indeed, during
the lonely, arduous, long hours throughout the seasons of dissertation-induced

isolation, strengthened and comforted my heart.

“To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” Phil 4:20 NIV

Xiii



ABD
ACNT
AUSTR
BibIRes
BTB
BETI

Bib

CBQ
FRLANT

HTh
HBT

Int

ITQ

IVP
JETS
JBL
JSNT
JSNTSup
JSS
JSOT
MT
NIBCNT

9% UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
L UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
@/ YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
sy

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

The Anchor Bible Dictionary. Edited by D.N. Freedman. 6 vols.
Augsburg Commentaries on the New Testament
Australasian Theological Review

Biblical Research

Biblical Theology Bulletin

Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologicarum Lovaniensium
Biblica

Catholic Biblical Quarterly

Forschungen zur Religion und Literatur des Alten und Neuen
Testaments

Ho Theolgos

Horizons in Biblical Theology

Interpretation

Irish Theological Quarterly

InterVarsity Press

Journal of Evangelical Theological Society

Journal of Biblical Literature

Journal for the Study of the New Testament

Journal for the Study of the New Testament, Supplement Series
Journal of Semitic Studies

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament

Modern Theology

New International Biblical Commentary on the New Testament

Xiv



NIDNTT

NLH
NTS
NovT
PTMS
PTR

SP

SBT
Semeia
SBLDS
SBLMS
SNTSMS
SJTh
StudBib
Themelios
Trind
TynB

TZ

wrtJ
WUNT
WBC

9‘@ UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
0/ YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA
sy

New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology.
Edited by C. Brown. 4 vols. Grand Rapids, 1975-1985
New Literary History

New Testament Studies

Novum Testamentum

Princeton Theological Monograph Series

The Princeton Theological Review

Sacra Pagina

Scottish Bulletin of Evangelical Theology

Semeia

Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series
Society of Biblical Literature Monograph Series
Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series
Southwestern Journal of Theology

Studia Biblica et Theologica

Themelios

Trinity Journal

Tyndale Bulletin

Theologische Zeitschrift

Westminster Theological Journal

Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament

Word Biblical Commentary

XV



	FRONT
	Title page
	Abstract
	Dedication
	Key terms
	Table of contents
	List of figures
	Acknowledgements
	List of abbreviations

	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	References



