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Summary

JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN MATTHEAN THEOLOGY
AND ITS RELEVANCE TO THE BANYAMULENGE
COMMUNITY: APOSTCOLONIAL READING

by
LAZARE SEBITEREKO RUKUNDWA

Supervisor: Prof Dr Andries G Van Aarde
Department: New Testament Studies, Faculty of Theology, University of Pretoria
Degree: Philosophiae Doctor (PhD)

This study makes a contribution towards a postcolonial reading in Matthean scholarship by
looking at the concept of justice and righteousness and its application within the Gospel of
Matthew and beyond. Argumentation is based on a construct of the socio-political setting
of the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7). These findings are applied to the reading of the story
of the Canaanite woman (Mt 15:21-28), while a contemporary parallel reading is made in
respect of the Banyamulenge community, whose socio-political identity has been the
subject of political contention since the colonial period in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC).

The struggle for justice and righteousness is an ongoing one that plays itself out within the
social, political and religious contexts of power influence and competition. Postcolonial
theory, which emerges from the discourse of marginality within geopolitical spheres, on
the other hand, challenges any measures of oppression and exploitation in any given
setting. It claims fair judgment to all and seeks to empower the weak for their own

representation.

From a postcolonial theory point of view, marginality is expressed through various

cultural forms of identification, such as hybridity, subalternity, Negritude, Diaspora,

Xi
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abacu or brotherhood. These concepts are tools which serve as a derivative discourse that

challenges the powerful, the racist and the tribalist to recognize otherness in the Other.

In a postwar context, social and political identity becomes the most important value to
surviving communities, such as the Matthean community. The Sermon on the Mount, for
that matter, is not a speech of resignation, but rather a revolutionary speech against the
oppression and exploitation carried out by Roman imperialism and its local agents in
Palestine and its environs. The justice and righteousness which people are denied of
because of their social, political and religious status, is to be administered, not by Roman
imperialists, nor by their Judean collaborators, but by agents of the kingdom of God, who

are called to do the will of God.

The Matthean context is a context of power and oppression, hunger and death, war and
insecurity, poverty, land reform and economic hardship, exploitation and dispossession.
Given such a context, Matthew’s understanding of the Sermon on the Mount is that it
gives new directions with regard to the structure of the community in which all members
are equals under the fatherhood of God in heaven and in the brotherhood of humanity on
earth. God’s kingdom virtues equal redistribution of basic resources to the poor, the

landless regaining their shares and mourners being comforted.

Drawing a parallel example to the Banyamulenge community, the issue of their
citizenship being contested by successive governments of the DRC, constitutes a threat to
justice and righteousness. The dispute surrounding the Banyamulenge identity has its
roots in the colonial regime. The Banyamulenge community have been victims of the
colonial regime, tribalism practiced by the Congolese government and regional politics

and the stigmatisation of ethnicity in the Great Lakes Region.

The Sermon on the Mount, therefore, challenges the existing power structures on behalf
of the marginalized whose justice and righteousness is denied. For the Congo to survive
as a united nation under the concept of brotherhood (or nationhood), the political system
of good governance must be installed and all marginalized groups need to be treated

equally.

xii
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