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Figure 7.8. Left: Biermann's sketch (to which Fagan often refers) showing the spatial and constructional layout

of the traditional Cape house (Biermann, 1995:37). Right: Timber tie beams of roof truss
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Figure 7.9. Left: Bagged and painted brickwork to House Swanepoel in Cape St. Francis (1980) (Author, 2005).
Right: Honest expression of different materials at Die Es (1965) (Author, 2008)...........ccccceeiiiiieeniennnne
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Figure 7.11. Top: Barrel vaulted roof at House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009). Middle left: Barrel vaulted roofs
to Idas Valley (1975) (Author, 2009). Middle right: House Liickhoff (1981) (Author, 2009).
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finally completed in 2008. (Author, 2009). Top right: Sunscreen to second bedroom at House
Keurbos (Author, 2009). Middle left: Column and beam junction at House Keurbos (1951)
(Author, 2008). Middle right: Detail of front door at House Keurbos (1951) (Author, 2009).
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(Architecture SA, May/June 2005:32). Top right: Nieuwe Sion, approach view, Stellenbosch,
Cape Town, Martin Kruger architect (Leading Architecture, November/December 2002:33).
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Figure 7.24. Top: Le Corbusier's Petite Villa Au Bord Du Lac Léman of 1925, plan and elevation (Corbusier &
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through House Levin (1969) showing balance of open and closed spaces (Fagan archive - Job

No. 6910). Bottom middle: View from living room to bedrooms above (Author, 2009). Bottom
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Figure 9.6. Top left: Le Corbusier and Jeanneret's proposal for Maison Errazuris, Chile (1930) (Le Corbusier et

Jeanneret, 1943: 49). Top right: Le Corbusier and Jeanneret's house for Madame Mandrot, near
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Raynham (1967). Window connection to Table Mountain range (Author, 2008). Bottom right:

House Swanepoel in Hermanus (1990. Glazed courtyard roof providing connection to the sky
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Figure 10.4. Left: Lime kilns at Mowbray, Cape Town (Pearse, 1933:23). Right: Fagan's sketch of the lime kilns

presumably copied from Pearse (Fagan, archive, Die Es - Job No. 656, undated). ...........ccccceeveeniiiieenienn.
Figure 10.5. Left: Fireplace at die Es as viewed from road side garden (Author, 2008). Middle: Cantilevered

braai to dining court of Die Es (1965) (Author, 2008). Right: Fireplace to Fagan's farmhouse at

Kameeldrift (AUThOE, 2008). .....c.oiiiieiii ittt ettt ettt e ettt et n
Figure 10.6. From the left: Fagan's sketch plan for Die Es (1965) (Fagan archive - Job no. 656 undated);

Fagan's working drawing plan of Die Es showing addition of window to partially divorce the

fireplace and from the main block (Fagan archive job no. 656, undated); View from hearth

looking up at wired glass skylight separating fireplace and main building (Author, 2008) and view

of slit window alongside fireplace (Author, 2009). ........couiiiiiiiiiieee e
Figure 10.7. Left: Fireplace flue as roof support to House Raynham (1967) (Photo courtesy of the Raynham's,

2009). Right: Fireplace at House Beyers (1998) (Author, 2009). ........c.coiiiiiiiiiiii e
Figure 10.8. Top left: Glazed rooflight to dining area at House Raynham (1967) (Author, 2008). Top right.

Bathroom to House Keurbos (1951) as it was originally designed and built (Author, 2008).

Bottom left: Bathroom at House Keurbos altered by owner in 2010 and designed by Bert Pepler

Architects (Photo courtesy of Leon Krige, 2010). Bottom right: Original covered terrace to

House Keurbos (1951) now enclosed (AUthor, 2008). ..........ooiiuiiiiiiiiei et
Figure 10.9. Left: Main bathroom courtyard at House Swanepoel in Hermanus (1990) (Author, 2009). Middle:

Bathroom rooflight at House Swanepoel in Hermanus (1990) (Author, 2009). Right: Rooflight

over small internal garden to House Auldearn (1992) (Author, 2008). .........cccooouieiiiiiienie e
Figure 10.10. Top left: Fagan's unbuilt Oudebaaskraal with central courtyard (1984) (Fagan, 2005b:94). Top

right: Courtyard from dining room at die Es with 'woven wall" and slit to sea view beyond

(Author, 2008). Bottom: Plan and approach view of House Wolfaardt at Skaaprivierplaas (1965).

The plan shows a prtially defined courtyard (Fagan archive - Job No. 653, June 1965). .........cccccevenennen.
Figure 10.11. Left: Fagan's sketch of the dining courtyard perpared for the local authority (Fagan archive- Job

NO. 856, UNAAEIEA). .....e ittt ettt ettt b e e bt bt st ettt neee s
Figure 10.12. Left: Glazed walkway to bedrooms at House Blommaert (1982) (Author, 2009). Right: View from

courtyard to glazed walkway at House Blommaert (1982) (Author, 2009). .........cooveiiiinieiiieieese e
Figure 10.13. Left: Partly submerged courtyard at House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009). Right: Courtyard to

House Patterson (1966) (AUhOr, 2008). ..........oiiiiiiiiiiieiie ittt ettt ettt
Figure 10.14. Top and bottom left: Exterior and interior views of barrel vaulted roofs at Houses at Idas Valley

(1975) (Author, 2008). Middle: Exterior and interior views of barrel vaulted roofs at House

Blommaert (1982). Right: Exterior and interior views of barrel vaulted roofs at House at House

Paradys (2003) (AUhOT, 2009). ......coiuiiieieeie et ee ettt e st e st e e teeeesteeneenteeneenaesneeneeneesneeneenneereenes
Figure 10.15. Top left: Splayed window to House Keurbos (1951) (Author, 2009). Top middle: Floor to ceiling

windows with rounded corners to Die Es (1965) (Author, 2009). Top right: Layered boundary

wall to House Raynham (1967) (Author, 2008). Bottom: Model of House van der Linde (2011)
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Figure 10.16. Top left: Honeycomb wall between living and dining rooms in House Collins (1951) by Cole

Bowen (Cole Bowen, 1953:49). Top right: Brickwork wall niches in living room and study of

Eaton's Anderson house (1949-1950) (Harrop-Allin, 1975:80). Bottom left: Fagan's sketches of

screen wall to Die Es (1965) (Fagan archive job. no. 656, undated). Bottom middle: Keurbos

original patio wall (Fagan, 2012b). Bottom right: Rear wall of carport to Die Es (Author, 2012).................
Figure 10.17. Top left: Balustrade as screen wall in House Fagan in McGregor (2005) (Author, 2009). Middle:

Cupboard as screen between hall and dining area of House Keurbos (1951) (Author, 2008). Top

right: Curtained cupboard to bedroom of House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009).........ccccocuvrveenienieeneennen.
Figure 10.18. Left: Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret: Maison de Weekend, La Celle-St-Cloud, 1935:

isometric (Frampton, 2001:136). Right: Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret: Maison de
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Top left: Pitched roof to House Raynham (1967) ((Photo courtesy of the Raynhams, 2008). Top

right: House Levin (1969) (Author, 2008). Bottom left: House Auldearns' Frank Lloyd Wrightian

roofs (Author, 2009). Bottom right: Model of House van der Linde (2011) (Author, 2012).........ccccvevveenenen. 318
Left: House Keurbos (1951): column support for main roof over dining and living areas (Author,

2008). Middle: Column support to carport at Die Es (1965) (Author, 2008). Right: Roof supports

to House Swanepoel in Cape St. Francis (1980) (Author, 2005). ........ccooiiriieiiieiieiie e 318
Some of Fagan's lesser know buildings which all illustrate the formal principle of a singular

statement. Left: House Levin in Saldanha Bay (1969) (Author, 2008). Middle: Fagan's sketch for

House Gardiner in Camps Bay (1972) (Fagan archive job no. 7203, 10/4/1972). Right: House

Brink (2002), Langebaan (AUthor, 2008). ..........coiiiiiiiiie ittt sbe e e bbb e snee s 319
Left: Proportional layout system in Hambidge's book Dynamic Symmetry with Fagan's office
stamp in top right corner (Hambidge, 1932: 101 ). ....oiuiiiiiiiiiieie e 320

Left: House Mitchell (2005): Flitch beams in living area (Author, 2009). Middle: House Keurbos

(1951): beams used to reduce span and define spaces (Photo courtesy of Leon Krige Architect,

2010). Right: Column supports for thatch roof at House Swanepoel in Cape St. Francis (1980)

(Fagan archive - Job No. 8011, slide collection IC, undated). ..........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 322
Left: Main bathroom to House Die Es with plexiglass skylight over (1965)(Author, 2009). Middle:

Bathroom entrance to House Luckhoff (1981) (Author, 2009). Right: Bathroom off bedrooms to

House Paradys (2003) (AUthor, 2009)..........coii ittt 322
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Front door to Die Es (1965) made from copper boilers (Author, 2009). Right: Front door to
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Top Left: Exposed first floor concrete floor slab to House Die Es (1965) (Author, 2008). Top

right: Bagged and painted brickwork to House Blommaert (1982) (Author, 2009). Bottom left:

Differing internal and external colours to doors at House Swanepoel in Cape St. Francis (1980)

(Fagan archive - Job. No. 8011, slide collection IC, undated). Bottom right: Bagged and painted

brickwork and timber beams and ceilings to House Blommaert (1982) (Author, 2009). .........ccccceeveenerannen. 324
Top left: Fagan's sketch plan for House Levin (1969) with central circulation core (Fagan archive

- Job No. 6910, 24/07/1969). Top right: Various sections for House Swanepoel in Cape St.

Francis (1980) showing loft and storage spaces (Fagan archive - Job No. 8011, 18/11/1980).

Bottom left: Part plan of House Raynham showing extension of passageway into playroom

(Fagan, 2005a:52). Bottom right: Plan of House Swanepoel in Hermanus showing tight service

and generous living spaces (1990) (Fagan, 2005a:103). .....ccccuiiiiiiirriiiieeriieeeeieee e e e e e reeeeenreeeseneas 325
Top left: Plan of Maison Loucheur by Le Corbusier (1929). Note the tightly planned bathrooms

(Le Corbusier & Jeanneret, 1943: 198). Top middle: Plan of main bathroom at Die Es (1965).

Top right: Plan of House Beyers (1998). Note the tightly planned bathrooms (Fagan archive -

Job No. 9813, undated). Bottom left: View of rooflights to upper floor bedrooms at House Levin

(1969) (Author, 2009). Bottom middle: View of angled rooflight to House Wolfaardt (1965)

(Author, 2009). Bottom right: View of rooflight around chimney to House Swanepoel in

Hermanus (1990) (AUTNOT, 2009). .......ciiutiiiie ettt b et ae et et e e st e bt e seeesaeenaeeetee e 326
Left: Silding glazed panels between rafters at House Keurbos (1951) (Author, 2008). Middle:

Window to mezzanine over passage at House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009). Right: Porthole at

House Paradys (2003) sea facing bathrooms (Fagan, 2012D). .........oooiiiiiiiiiniii e 327
Top left: House Keurbos (1951) (Wale, c1964:50). Top right: House Bertie-Roberts (1965)

(Anon, 1968:12). Second from top left: House Die Es (1965) (Fagan archive - Job No. 656,
undated).Second from top right: House Raynham (1967) (Fagan, 2005a:52). Second from

bottom left: House Swanepoel in Cape St. Francis (1980) (Fagan, 2005a:73). Second from

bottom right: House Neethling (1983) (Fagan, 2005a:83). Bottom: House Paradys (2003)

(Fagan, 2005@8:125). ... .eeeiiiieete ettt ettt e a et b ettt e e h et e e a bt e e e h b e ettt e e he e e e aabeeeannee s 328

Left: House Bertie-Roberts entrance stair from carport (Fagan archive - Job No. 644, undated).
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Right: Entrance wall, carport column and steel rod handrail leading to front door (Author, 2009). ............... 329
Figure 10.32. Top left: House Bertie-Roberts(1965) (Anon, 1968:11). Top right: Model of Die Es (1965) (Fagan

archive - Job. No. 656, undated). Second from top left: House Raynham (1967) (Author, 2008).
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House Neethling (1983) (Author, 2009) Bottom left: House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009).
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Figure 10.33. Top left: House Bertie-Roberts (1965) (Fagan, 2005a:19). Top right: House Bertie-Roberts
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Figure 10.34. Top from left to right: House Die Es (1965) (Author, 2009), House Patterson (1966) (Author,

2008). House Keurbos (1951) (Author, 2009), House Paradys (2003) (Author, 2009). Bottom

from left to right: House Brink (2002) (Author, 2009), House Auldearn (2002) (Author, 2009).
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Figure 10.39. Top left: House Raynham (1967) (Photo courtesy of the Raynhams). Top right: House Neethling
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(Fagan archive - Job No. 9020, undated). Bottom right: House Die Es (1965) under
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ABSTRACT OF THE STUDY

Heterotrophic syntheses: mediation in the domestic architecture of Gabriél (Gawie) Fagan.

Submitted by: Arthur Barker

Promoter: Prof. Roger Fisher

Degree of: Philosophiae Doctor in Architecture

University: University of Pretoria

Department: Department of Architecture

Faculty: Engineering, Information Technology and the Built Environment

This study will undertake a critical analysis of the domestic architecture of Gawie Fagan so as to
define its uniqueness in the South African architectural landscape, and the contribution the
architect has made to the establishment of a place-specific architecture that is nationally and
internationally recognized. It will attempt to increase the limited written knowledge of the work of

South African architects and to add to the critical debate on South African architecture.

The study will employ both descriptive and normative approaches as the built work and writings of
Fagan are unpacked. This will be done through an analysis of the dichotomies, tensions and
mediations that exist in his architecture. It will demonstrate that there are heterotrophic and
typological tendencies present in his domestic oeuvre and that they represent a unique synthesis of
the local Cape vernacular and aspects of the Modern Movement. It will attempt to provide a clear
understanding of the man and his philosophies and through this process will add to the critical

debate on South African architecture.

Fagan's work will firstly be contextualized, after which an analysis will be undertaken to determine
how external and internal influences have impacted on the design of his houses and how these

have contributed to the development of a unique South African architecture.

Key words: vernacular, Modern Movement, regionalism, heterotrophia, mediation, attenuation.
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