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Abstract

Border Crossings: Life in the Mozambique/ South Africa Borderland since 1975

Roelof J. Kloppers

The southern Mozambique/ South Africa borderland is a landscape epitomised by
fluctuation, contradiction and constant transformation. It is a world betwixt-and-
between Mozambique and South Africa. The international border, imposed on the
landscape more than a century ago, gives life to a new world that stretches across and
away from it. The inhabitants of this transitional zone constantly shape and reshape
their own identities vis-a-vis people on the opposite and same side of the border.

This border, which was delineated in 1875, was to separate the influence
spheres of Portugal and Britain in south-east Africa. On the ground it divided the
once strong and unified Mabudu-Tembe (Tembe-Thonga) chiefdom. At first the
border was only a line on a map. With time, however, it became infused with social
and cultural meaning as the dividing line between two new worlds. This was
exacerbated by Portuguese and British colonial administration on opposite sides of the
border, Apartheid in South Africa and socialist modernisation and war and
displacement in Mozambique.

All these events and factors created cultural fragmentation and disunion
between the northern and southern sides of the borderland. By the end of the
Mozambican War in 1992 the northern side of the borderland was populated by

displaced refugees, demobilised soldiers and bandits, as well as returnees from
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neighbouring countries. Many of these people did not have any ancestral ties to the
land nor kinship ties to its earlier inhabitants. Whereas a common Thonga identity
had previously united people on both sides of the border, South African policies of
Apartheid increasingly promoted the Zulu language and culture on the southern side
of the border.

The end of warfare in Mozambique and of Apartheid in South Africa
facilitated contact across the border. Social contact between the inhabitants of the
borderland is furthermore fostered by various economic opportunities offered by the
border, such as cross-border trade and smuggling. The increase in social and
economic contact has in turn dissolved differences between the inhabitants of the
borderland and promoted homogeneity and unity across the political divide.

Fragmentation and homogeneity characterises daily life in the borderland.
Inhabitants of the frontier-zone play these forces off against each other, now
emphasising the differences across the border, later emphasising the similarities. The
borderland is a world of multiple identities, where ethnicity, citizenship and identity,
already fluid and contextual concepts in their own rights, become even more so as

people constantly define and redefine themselves in this transitional environment.

Keywords: borders, boundaries, borderland culture, citizenship, cross-border trade,

displacement, ethnicity, illegal border crossings, refugees, smuggling, spirit

possession, Mabudu-Tembe, Maputaland, Mozambican War.

iii



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This thesis would not have been possible without the help I received from various
people and institutions.

First and foremost I am indebted to the inhabitants of the borderland in
Mozambique and South Africa who opened their lives and shared their stories with
me. In Mozambique I specifically want to thank Nkosana Machisa for his guidance in
the field and hours spent on translation of field notes. On the South African side of
the border I have to thank Michael Tembe, Amos Tembe, Vusimuse Vumase and
Ovette Mahamba for their help. Furthermore, for ‘opening the doors’ to me in
Maputaland and making it easy for me to work amongst people on both sides of the
border, I wish to thank Inkosi Israel Mabudu Tembe, Umntwana George Tembe, Sam
Masinga, Induna Sigodi Tembe, Induna Khambule, Jabulane Tembe and Timothy
Ngubane.

Financial assistance from the National Research Foundation (grant no.
2047386.) is greatly appreciated, as well as financial assistance received from the
Centre for Indigenous Knowledge.

However, my research would not have been possible had it not been for the
financial assistance I got from my father, Roelf Kloppers. Without the continuing
support from my father over the past nine years none of my studies would have
materialised. I will never be able to fully thank him for the head start he gave me by
sponsoring my studies. I am not only indebted to my father for financial support, but
also for the emotional support and guidance he provided me with over the past

twenty-seven years. I am truly grateful.

v



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Deepest gratitude is also expressed towards my promoter, Prof. Isak Niehaus,
for supervising my research and all the hours spend in editing my work. His
insightful comments and suggestions are visible throughout this thesis and have
shaped it into something that I can be proud to present.

I am also indebted to fellow students and researchers I engaged in the past few
years in Pretoria, as well as in Maputaland. Long discussions around the fireplace and
on the veranda of the research camp played an important role in my research.
Therefore I wish to thank, Dr. Herman Els, Jen Jones, Jason Tarr, Danie van Eeden,
Johan Potgieter and Martie de Wijn. Furthermore, I would like to thank Hannie du
Plessis for all her efforts in taking photographs of the people in the borderland.

I also wish to thank the management and research staff at Tembe Elephant
Park, especially Steven Mostert, Wayne Matthews, Len Gunter and Piet Ruinard for
their support during my stay in the Park. Lastly, I wish to extend a special word of
thanks to Alison Fenemore, who endured and supported me throughout the conduct of
my research and, more importantly, throughout the writing-up phase. I am forever

indebted to you.



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

ACRONYMS

ANC African National Congress

CIO Central Intelligence Organisation

EKZNW Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal Wildlife

FRELIMO  Frente da Libertacdo de Mogcambique (The Mozambican National
Liberation Front).

IFP Inkatha Freedom Party

LSDI Lubombo Spatial Development Initiative

MNR Mozambique National Resistance

OAU Organisation of African Unity

ONUMOZ  Operacdo das Nagdoes Unidas para Mocambique (The United Nations
Operation in Mozambique — instituted after the end of the Mozambican
War in 1992)

RENAMO  Resisténcia Nacional Mocambicana (The Mozambican National
Resistance, also known by its English abbreviation, MNR)

SANDF South African National Defence Force

SAPS South African Police Services

SARS South African Revenue Services

UNHRC United Nations High Commission on Refugees

ZANU Zimbabwe African National Union

vi



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Contents

Abstract
Acknowledgements
Acronyms

Maps

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Borders, boundaries and borderlandscapes: A literature review
Research methodology
Participant observation
Interviews
Census
Remote sensing
Organisation of this study

CHAPTER TWO: FRAGMENTATION, COLONIALISM, APARTHEID
AND THE HYBRIDISATION OF THE BORDERLAND

The landscape before fragmentation

MacMahon and the drawing of the border

Colonialism, apartheid and the creation of diversity in the former unified
chiefdom

The institution of new governments north and south of the border

The view from the periphery: life in the borderland before 1975

Conclusion

CHAPTER THREE: TOWARDS AN ALIENATED BORDERLAND: AN
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF THE MOZAMBICAN WAR, 1975-1992
‘External aggression, internal discontent’

The demon gains strength: RENAMO and the destabilisation of Mozambique
The Ingwavuma land deal: a South African attempt to create a buffer state with
Mozambique

Failed attempt to kill the demon: the Nkomati accord and its aftermath

The death of the demon: RENAMO and FRELIMO sign the Rome Peace Treaty
Conclusion

CHAPTER FOUR: DESPERATE CROSSINGS: THE WAR THROUGH
THE EYES OF A BORDERLANDER

Tragedy: the borderlandscape during the war

Flight: escaping the warzone

vii

iii

X1

14
18
18
20
22
23

29
30
34

36
42
44
48

50
52
56

59
61
63
66

68
69
72



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Conclusion

CHAPTER FIVE: REFUGEES WHO STAYED BEHIND AND
REFUGEES WHO WENT BACK: RECONSTRUCTING THE
BORDERLANDSCAPE AFTER THE WAR

Reason to return: the economic pull of Matutuine

Case studies

Conclusion

CHAPTER SIX: BORDER CROSSINGS IN A TRANSFORMING
WORLD: MOVEMENT ACROSS THE MOZAMBIQUE/
SOUTH AFRICA BORDER SINCE 199%4
Borderlands initiatives: a new South African foreign policy
Policing the border
Border crossings from South Africa to Mozambique

1. Crossings from Mbangweni

2. Crossings from KwaMshudu
Border crossings from Mozambique to South Africa

1. llegal immigrants

2. Borderlander crossings from Mozambique to South Africa
Conclusion

CHAPTER SEVEN: SHOPPING THE BORDER: THE TRANSFER OF

GOODS AT AND ACROSS THE BORDER
Borders: blockades and bridges
Cross-border smuggling
1. Weapons, drugs, stolen vehicles and the Edgars trade
2. Crafts and Fish
Border markets
1. Puza: The Drinking Place
2. Mbangweni
3. Muzi/ Manhoca
4. Border Markets and the Breakdown of Social Boundaries
Conclusion

CHAPTER EIGHT: DISPLACEMENT, TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES

AND THE SPIRITS OF THE ANCESTORS
Cosmological beliefs in the borderland
Displaced people and ancestors across the border
Displaced ancestors from across the border
Conclusion

vii

87

88
90
97
101

104
105
107
110
111
116
122
122
126
131

134
135
139
140
150
154
154
164
165
167
174

177
179
183
193
199



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

CHAPTER NINE: BORDERLAND IDENTITIES: CITIZENSHIP AND
ETHNICITY AT THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER
Ethnicity and identity before the border (-1875)
Colonialism and its legacy (1875-1975)
The entrenchment of Zulu identity south of the border (1897-1994)
War, displacement and identity north of the border (1975-1992)
Ethnicity and identity after the opening of the border
1. Views of own identity and ethnicity
2. Views of people on the opposite side of the border

Conclusion

CHAPTER TEN: CONCLUSION

Lessons from the Mozambique/ South Africa borderlandscape
What chiefs want, what commoners want

Towards a recognition of borderlanders

APPENDICES
Appendix A:  Aerial Photographs of the Borderland, 1942
Appendix B:  Aerial Photographs of the Borderland, 1960
Appendix C:  Aerial Photographs of the Borderland, 1975
Appendix D:  Aerial Photographs of the borderland, 1991
Appendix E:  Genealogy of Tembe amakhosi
Appendix F:  Homestead distribution in Matutuine 1982
Appendix G:  Homestead distribution in Matutuine, 1989
Appendix H: Homestead distribution in Matutuine, 1995
Appendix I.  Locations in Mozambique where some of the current
inhabitants of KwaMshudu originate from as indicated in a field
survey, 2002
Appendix J:  Places in Mozambique where relatives of interviewees
in KwaMshudu stay, September 2002
Appendix K:  Places in Mozambique frequented by people from
KwaMshudu for reasons other than visiting friends and family,
September 2002
Appendix L:  Undocumented migrants entering KwaZulu-Natal from
Swaziland and Mozambique, 1993-2002
Appendix N:  Reasons gave by interviewees in Puza for crossing the
South African border, 2002
BIBLIOGRAPHY
List of Maps
Map 1: Mozambique’s borders with South Africa
Map 2: The homelands of South Africa
Map 3: The southern Mozambique/ South Africa borderland

Map 4:

Principal research sites

viii

202
204
207
209
213
217
217
224
230

233
233
236
240

242
246
248
250
252
253
254
255

256

267

258
259

260

261

Xiii
X1V

XV
XVi



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Map 5: Distribution of the junior and senior branches of the

Tembe-Thonga Xvii
Map 6: The disputed southern boundary of the Mabudu

chiefdom (1879-1890) Xviii
List of Figures
Figure 1: Boy leaning against border fence, 2002 XVvii
Figure 2:  Positioning of homesteads in Mbangweni 21
Figure 3:  Ruins of the old Border Post at Manhoca, 2003 28

Figure 4: Warning sign at Catuane close to the South African border, 2003 67
Figure 5:  Sisal planted along the Mozambique/ South Africa border, 2001 74
Figure 6: Photograph taken from a dilapidated building of new

developments at Ponta do Ouro, 2003 93
Figure 7:  Border crossing at KwaMshudu, 2002 103
Figure 8: The southern Mozambique/ South Africa border fence,
November 2000 108
Figure 9: The international border at Mbangweni, 2002 112
Figure 10: The border at KwaMshudu, 2002 116
Figure 11: Trade at the KwaMshudu border market, 2003 133
Figure 12: Bundles of second-hand clothes ready to be carried across
the border, 2002 146
Figure 13: Crafts smuggled from Mozambique for sale in
South Africa, 2003 151
Figure 14: Women traders bringing fish across the border for sale in
South Africa, 2002 153
Figure 15: Puza market, 2002 155
Figure 16: Traders at Puza market, 2002 157
Figure 17: Dried fish for sale hanging on the international
border fence, 2002 160
Figure 18: Border crossing at Mbangweni market, 2003 165
Figure 19: Manhoca market on a Tuesday Morning, 2003 166
Figure 20: Dois M Beer, 2004 171
Figure 21: An offer of ubuganu (Marula beer) to the ancestors, 2001 176
Figure 22: Drying out fish, Mozambican borderland, 2003 201
Figure 23: Women bringing marula beer to the festival, February 2000 222
Figure 24: Dancing at Mtayi festival, February 2000 223
Figure 25: Photo taken from South African side of the border, 2002 232
List of Tables
Table 1: Places in Mozambique where sampled individuals lived
during the war in Matutuine, 2000 73
Table 2: Frequency of visits by families in Mbangweni to relatives in
Mozambique, September 2002 114
Table 3: Methods used by people in KwaMshudu to communicate
with kin in Mozambique, September 2002 118
Table 4: [llegal immigrants arrested in the Manguzi area by the
SAP, 1995-2002 123

X



Table 5: Average age of illegal immigrants caught by the SAP in the
Manguzi area between 1994 and 2002

Table 6: Weapons confiscated by the SANDF smuggled into
South Africa along the southern Mozambique and eastern
Swaziland border, 2002

Table 7: Ammunition confiscated by the SANDF smuggled into South
Africa along the southern Mozambique and eastern Swaziland
border, 2002

Table 8: Cannabis confiscated by kilogram by the SANDF
along the KwaZulu-Natal border with Swaziland and
Mozambique, 1993-2002

Table 9: Stolen vehicles found along the KwaZulu-Natal border with
Swaziland and Mozambique, 1993-2002

Table 10: Ethnic identity of people at KwaMshudu
(South Africa), 2002

Table 11: Ethnic identity of people at Puza (Mozambique), 2002

Table 12: Inhabitants of KwaMshudu’s (South Africa) ethnic
classifications of people across the border, 2002

Table 13 Inhabitants of Puza’s (Mozambique) ethnic classifications
of people across the border, 2002

List of Case Studies

Case 2.1. Jonas Tembe: A life in the borderland before 1975

Case 2.2. Grace Gumede’s border crossing

Case 4.1. Jonas Tembe’s flight from Mozambique

Case 4.2. Sam Masinga’s tragedy

Case 4.3. Ntombizonke Ngubande’s flight from Mozambique

Case 4.4. Raphael Natalicio’s border crossing

Case 5.1. Lucas Michangula return to Mozambique

Case 5.2. Luis Mandade’s return to Mozambique

Case 7.1. Catharina Antonio’s trade

Case 8.1. Russell Masinga Fetches His Ancestors in Mozambique

Case 8.2. Sam and Msongi’s Journey to Bring Back Their Father’s Spirit

Case 8.3. Case Jonas Tembe’s Sacrifice in Exile

Case 8.4. Rain-making Inside the Elephant Reserve

Case 9.1. Fernando’s Changing Identity

University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

125

142

142

143

144

218
218

229

230

45
47
78
81
82
84
97
99
147
185
186
188
191
216



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Map 1: Mozambique’s borders with South Africa.
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Map 3: The southern Mozambique/ South Africa borderland
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Map 4: Principal research sites

niaca I I Camazal
‘ ”I ozambi g‘?h":"wl{?‘a

Chioute
Samud

":"ﬂ'“"" 'Zilacho

Emizad
Emrgeeken *

A Kahloriinjlezi
hEEl'lEtﬂ'rfe
[ | Htteayenges

*riwehdamula | Fwahiip
Heasonto
s ™

Source: Global Insight 2002.

Xiv



University of Pretoria etd — Kloppers, R J (2005)

Map 5: Distribution of the junior and senior branches of the Tembe-Thonga
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Map 6: The disputed southern boundary of the Mabudu chiefdom (1879-1890)
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Figure 1: Boy leaning against border fence, 2002

Photograph by Hannie du Plessis
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