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OPSOMMING 
 
Hierdie studie ondersoek die eksplisiete   ριος en    ς aanhalings in die Pauliniese 

literatuur. Die studie evalueer ook die impak wat sodanige aanhalings op Paulus se konsep 

van ‘n Hebreeuse godheid in verhouding tot Jesus as die χρι   ς en   ριος gehad het. Die 

ondersoek na die ekplisiete aanhalings word gedoen teen ‘n breë literêre agtergrond, 

manuskrip data wat dateer tussen die 3de eeu VCE en 2de eeu NCE. Die omvang van die 

literêr-konseptuele impak van die eksplisiete aanhalings word dan oorweeg in beide die 

Romeine- en Korintiër-briewe. As konklussie, word die literêr-konseptuele waarde van die 

eksplisiete   ριος en    ς aanhalings ge-evalueer (a) ter bepaling van ‘n meer 

komprehensiewe begrip van Paulus se konseptuele verstaan van die terme   ριος en    ς; en 

(b) ter formulering van ‘n moontlike Pauliniese konsep van ‘n Hebreeuse godheid. 

 

SUMMARY 

 
This study investigates the explicit   ριος and    ς citations in the Pauline literature and their 

impact on Paul’s concept of a Hebrew deity in relation to Jesus as the χρι   ς and   ριος. 

The investigation into the explicit citations is done against a broad literary backdrop, data 

from manuscripts dated between the 3
rd

 century BCE and 2
nd

 century CE. The extent of the 

literary conceptual impact of these citations is then considered in both the Epistles to the 

Romans and Corinthians. In conclusion, the literary conceptual value of the explicit   ριος 

and    ς citations is evaluated in an attempt (a) to determine a more comprehensive 

perception of Paul’s conceptual understanding of the terms   ριος and    ς; and (b) to 

formulate a plausible Pauline concept of a Hebrew deity. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

 
The following abbreviations are being used: 

- Standard Latin abbreviations 

- The SBL Handbook of Style (see Bibliography) – Biblical and other ancient authors 

- Manuscript abbreviations used for the appropriate eclectic editions (e.g. Götingen 

LXX edition) 

 

In addition to these, the following abbreviations are also used: 

BCE    Before Common Era 

BHS / BHS
5
   Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 

CE    Common Era 

Codex A   Codex Alexandrinus 

Codex B   Codex Vaticanus 

Codex D   Codex Claromontanus 

Codex V   Codex Venetus 

col. /Col.   Column 

DJD    Documents from the Judean Desert 

DSS    Dead Sea Scrolls 

fr.    fragment 

LXX    Septuagint 

LXX
Gött

   Septuagint (Göttingen edition) 

MT    Masoretic Text 

NA / NA27   Nestle/Aland 27th Edition 

OG    Old Greek 

OT    Old Testament 

par.    paragraph 

PFouad   Papyrus Fouad 

POxy    Papyrus Oxyrhyncus 

SamP    Samaritan Pentateuch 

v. or vv.   verse or verses 

p. or pp.   page or pages 

pap.    papyrus 
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PREFACE 
 

The Pauline literature
1
, as the general consensus goes, consists of some of the oldest 

documents
2
 in the New Testament. Furthermore, if one would take the so-called deutero-

pauline literature
3
 into account then it becomes clear that the Corpus Paulinum

4
 occupies 

nearly 50% of the New Testament. Thus, the interpretation, conceptualisation, exegesis, 

hermeneutics and theologising of these letters are of the utmost importance for the 

reconstruction of early Christianity as a movement, first within Judaism
5
 and soon afterwards 

outside of it. The Pauline literature in general and the explicit citations in particular, offers a 

valid point of entry into the literary history of the Greek terms    ς and   ριος used as 

equivalents for a Hebrew deity.  It is thus reasonable to propose an in-depth investigation into 

1.) the literary sources
6
 of the 3

rd
 century BCE and 2

nd
 century CE with regard to the Hebrew 

and Greek terms used for a Hebrew deity, and 2.) the explicit   ριος and    ς citations in 

Pauline literature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 These are the epistles addressed to the early Christian groups in Thessalonica (1

st
 Thessalonians), Corinth (1 & 

2 Corinthians), Philippi (Philippians), the province of Galatia – whether it be the northern or southern region, 

the latter is preferred here (Galatians),  the Roman capital (Romans), and Philemon residing in Colossians; also 

referred to as the ‘true’, ‘genuine’ or ‘authentic’ letters of Paul. 
2
 Dating from as early as 49 CE (1

st
 Thessalonians), (some argue that James is the oldest document in the New 

Testament), up until between 55-59 CE (Romans). 
3
 This includes the ‘true’ Pauline letters together with the so-called deutero-Pauline letters: Colossians, 

Ephesians, 2 Thessalonians (some consider 2
nd

 Thessalonians as post Pauline), 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus. 
4
 All the letters that are traditionally linked to the Apostle Paul. 

5
 This demands the identification of various traditional sources such as Christological and soteriological creeds 

(Rom 1:3-4; 10:9-10; 1 Cor 15:34b-5 respectively), as well as Christological hymns Phil 2:6-11; doxologies 

Rom 11:33-36), and baptism formulas (Gal 3:27-28); sin lists (Rom 1:29-31) in an attempt to reconstruct pre-

Pauline traditions. It goes without saying that the latter sources include those e plicit citations containing the 

terms   ριος and or    ς.   
6
 These sources would include both Hebrew and Greek Biblical manuscripts dated to this period of which the 

manuscripts found in and around the Judean desert and in Egypt would be of special significance. Some of the 

works of both Philo of Alexandria as well as Josephus will be included to provide a conceptual frame of 

reference from a Jewish perspective, that existed in the first century CE. 
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