University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

HUMAN RIGHTS FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

by

TEEBELE WILLIAM MOHLAPHULI

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement

For the Degree of

Philosophiae Doctor

Bible and Religious Studies

in the

Faculty of Humanities

University of Pretoria

2004

Advisor: Prof P A Geyser



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

At the end of the writing of this script my gratitude goes to the following people:

My wife, Betty, who has been very supportive and encouraging to me.

Brother Solomon Mokonyane has played an important role in as far as typing and printing

this work was concerned. He used to come to my rescue whenever I had problems in

typing and printing this thesis.

Dr Piet Geyser did more than my words could express. On many occasions I found

myself discouraged and de-motivated. He was the source of my strength. He motivated

me and made me feel like carrying on from where I had ended.



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Hypothesis

1.1.1 Inclusiveness of salvation

1.1.2 Origin of rights
1.1.3 Scriptural adaptability
1.1.4 Divine advantage

1.2 Survey of research

1.2.1 Authority of the Bible

1.2.2 Human dignity

1.2.3 Personal accountability
1.3 Research gap
1.3.1 Nature of tension
1.3.2 Ambit of morality
1.3.3 Balanced truth
1.3.3.1 Highest status
1.3.3.2 Role model
1.4 Relevance
1.5 Methodology

1.6 Research plan

i

10

11

12

12

13

13

13

16

18

23

25



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

1.6.1 Bible authority
1.6.2 Human dignity
1.6.3 Personal accountability
1.7 Summary
CHAPTER 2: THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE
2.1 Rights role model
2.2 Anachronism
2.2.1 Fair evaluation
2.2.2 Various perceptions

2.2.2.1 Confidence in Scriptures

2.2.2.2 Need for adaptation
2.2.2.3 Development, ratification, clarification
44
2.2.2.4 Confirmation by Church
2.2.3 Indispensability of the Bible
2.2.4 Historical-critical approach
2.2.5 Pseudonymity
2.2.6 Advertising
2.2.7 Diverse contexts
2.2.7.1 Historical context
2.2.7.2 Fictional context
2.2.7.3 Relevance

2.3 Human suffering

111

26

27

29

32

33

34

36

37

42

43

43

47

48

54

54

55

57

58

59

62

65



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

2.3.1 World Wars
2.3.2 Preaching
2.3.3 Current crisis
2.3.4 Inhumanity
2.4 Leading concepts
2.4.1 Inspiration
2.4.2 Evolution
2.5 Divine grace
2.5.1 Faith in grace
2.5.2 Indispensability of faith
2.5.3 Scriptures from grace
2.5.3.1 Divine initiative
2.5.3.2 Divine writing
2.5.3.3 Means of assurance
2.5.3.4 Identification with humanity
2.5.3.5 Accessibility
2.5.3.6 Human delegation
2.6 Nature of Bible authority
2.6.1 Inherited authority
2.6.2 Soft-hard authority
2.6.3 Normative authority
2.6.4 Multi-faceted authority
2.6.5 Self-proclaimed authority

2.6.6 Fulfillment of prophecy

v

65

66

70

72

75

75

77

79

79

80

81

81

83

84

85

86

87

88

88

89

90

92

92

93



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

2.6.7 Cause for faith 94
2.6.8 Characterized by Christ 96
2.6.9 Dependence and independence 97
2.6.10 Confirmed authority 99
2.6.11 Guaranteed authority 102
2.6.11.1 Christ-centredness 102
2.6.11.2 Old-New Testament pivot 102
2.6.11.3 Salvation-centredness 103
2.6.11.4 Life-changing message 104
2.7 Conclusion 105
CHAPTER 3: HUMAN DIGNITY 107
3.1 Origin and source 107
3.1.1 Religious influence 107
3.1.1.1 Israelite influence 108
3.1.1.2 Egyptian influence 112
3.1.1.3 Persian influence 113
3.1.1.4 Assyrian influence 114
3.1.1.5 Greek influence 115
3.1.1.6 Judeo-Christian influence 116
3.1.1.6.1 Origin 117
3.1.1.6.2 Corporate nature 117
3.1.1.6.3 Responsibility 118
3.1.1.6.4 Divine-human relation 119
3.1.2 Secular influence 121



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

3.1.2.1 Inter-religious influence 122

3.1.2.2 Conflicting interests 123

3.2 Status 126
3.3 Freedom 127
3.4 Self esteem 129
3.5 Multi-faceted nature 131
3.5.1 Various contexts 131

3.5.1.1 Judeo-Christian context 132

3.5.1.2 Divine plural nature 132

3.5.1.3 Human plural nature 133

3.5.1.4 Maintenance 133

3.5.1.5 Fulfillment 135

3.5.1.6 Religious renewability 137

3.5.1.7 Secular renewability 138

3.5.1.8 Indignity 138

3.5.1.9 Divine criterion 139

3.6 Violation 139
3.6.1 Media 140

3.6.2 Success 141

3.6.3 Sport 142

3.6.4 Wars 142

3.6.5 Religious violence 143

3.6.6 Multi-culturalism 144

3.7 Unique faith 145

vi



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

3.8 Modern application 147
3.8.1 Impartial love 148
3.8.2 Changed perception 148
3.9 Conclusion 150
CHAPTER 4: PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY 151
4.1 Homosexuality 151
4.2 Origin 153
4.2.1 Un-traceability 153
4.2.2 Traceability 157
4.3 Politicization 162
4.3.1 Formalization 163
4.3.2 Constitutionalization 165
4.3.3 Stigmatization 168
4.3.4 Sustainability 169
4.3.5 Homophobia 170
4.4 Irreconcilability 174
4.4.1 Diverse contexts 175
4.4.2 Compromise 178
4.5 Communication 181
4.5.1 Dialogue 181
4.5.2 Reasoning 187
4.5.3 Contextualization 190
4.5.4 Church potential 196

CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION 198

vil



University of Pretoria etd — Mohlaphuli, T W (2005)

5.1 Scripture-Christ imply human rights 198
5.2 Choice in dignity 199
5.3 Rights in accountability 200
SUMMARY 203
OPSOMMING 206

BIBLIOGRAPHY 208

viil



	FRONT
	Title page
	Acknowledgements
	Contents

	Thesis

