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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study was the promotion of the breeding of
cheetahs in captivity. Two means of achieving this end were
selected. First a management approach was adopted to ensure the
control of breeding activity in the captive population. Secondly
cheetah males with the best semen quality were selected for use
in the breeding program. Semen was collected from anaesthetized
cheetah males by electroejaculation. Semen was evaluated
immediately after collection and spermiograms were counted on
prepared semen smears. Plasma testosterone concentrations were
determined in samples collected from cheetah males over a 24 h
period, in animals that were anaesthetized, electroejaculated and
after stimulation with GnRH. '

During the study period, 1975-1984, >240 cheetah cubs were born
from 71 litters and a mean conception rate of 527 was achieved.
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