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SUMMARY

The aim of this study was to describe the psychological experiences of black rural adolescents
in the absence of their fathers due to divorce, separation, desertion, unwed childbirth and
teenage pregnancy. As far as it could determined, no study has yet been done in South Africa

regarding this topic.

A qualitative research method was selected for this study. The participants consisted of ten
adolescents, five boys and five girls from a rural area in the Northern Province. Data was
collected by means of personal interviews, Kinetic Family Drawings (KFD) and the Draw A
Person test (DAP).

The interviews were tape-recorded and subsequently transcribed. The information was firstly
organised and arranged to form a coherent and understandable story. The data was then
analysed by means of the analytical comparative method. Themes were identified and related
themes were grouped into categories. The information from the DAP and KFD were analysed
according to each technique’s theoretical framework, and integrated with the themes and
categories identified in the interviews.

The following categories were identified: family conditions in which the children lived, which
included the role of the extended family; the nature and impact of financial problems; social
support; perceptions about school and future goals; interpersonal adjustment, self-concept
and sexual identity of the children; their perceptions about men and about marriage, and their
views about their mothers getting involved with other men; and emotional reactions These
themes overlapped and influenced one another. The results were interpreted in terms of
previous research, the cultural background of the participants and the context of life in rural

villages.

Recommendations are made with regard to promoting financial independence from welfare
among single mothers, child support, social support and counselling, and dealing with teenage
pregnancies.
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OPSOMMING

Die doel van die studie was om 'n beskrywing te gee van swart, landelike adolessente se
sielkundige belewenisse rakende die afwesigheid van hulle vaders (vanweé egskeiding,
vervreemding, verlating of ongehude tienerswangerskap). Sover vasgestel kon word, is hierdie

onderwerp nog nie vantevore in Suid-Afrika nagevors nie.

'n Kwalitatiewe navorsingsmetode is gevolg. Die deelnemers het uit vyf seuns en vyf dogters,
afkomstig uit 'n landelike omgewing in die Noordelike Provinsie, bestaan. Persoonlike
onderhoude, Kinetiese Gesinstekeninge (KGT) en die Teken-'n-Mens toets (TMT) is gebruik

om data in te samel.

Bandopnames is van die onderhoude gemaak en dit is daama transkribeer. Die informasie is
eerstens herorganiseer om ‘'n samehangende verhaal uit te maak. Die data is daarna aan die
hand van die analities-vergelykende metode ontleed. Temas is geidentifiseer en
verbandhoudende temas is in kategorieé groepeer. Die inligting wat deur middel van die KGT
en TMT bekom is, is aan die hand van die teoretiese rasionaal van hierdie tegnieke ontleed en
die resultate hiervan is met die kategorieé en temas wat uit die onderhoude identifiseer is,

geintegreer.

Die volgende kategorieé is geidentifiseer: die gesinsomstandighede van die kinders,
insluitende die rol van die uitgebreide gesin: die aard en impak van finansiéle probleme;
sosiale ondersteuning; opvattings oor skool en doelwitte vir die toekoms; hulle opvattings oor
mans, die huwelik en verhoudings van hulle moeders met ander mans; interpersoonlike
aanpassing, self-konsep en geslagsidentiteit van die kinders; en emosionele reaksies. Hierdie
temas het met mekaar oorvieuel en mekaar beinvioed. Die resultate is interpreteer in terme
van vorige navorsing, die kulturele agtergrond van die deelnemers en die konteks van

lewensomstandighede in 'n landelike stat.
Aanbevelings is gemaak oor hoe enkel-moeders aangemoedig kan word om finansieel

onafhanklik te wees van bystand uit welsynsfondse, asook aanbevelings oor kinder-

onderhoud, sosiale ondersteuning en berading, en die hanterig van tiener-swangerskappe.
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