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History is no longer simply about finding “facts” and putting them 

together into a story: it is now also about studying the complexities 

of storytelling and the ways in which “the past” is referred to in 

order to make meanings in the present. 

(J Wright, Thinking beyond “modernist” history, 2000) 
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OPSOMMING 

Titel:  “Ek het ’n roeping”: Vrouepredikante se toelating in die Nederduitse 

Gereformeerde Kerk. ’n Kerkhistoriese en Prakties-teologiese studie. 

Deur:  Elsje Petronella Büchner 

Promotor:  Prof. J.C. Müller 

Medepromor: Prof. P.J. Strauss 

Graad: Doctor Divinitatis in Kerkgeskiedenis 

  Universiteit van Pretoria 

In hierdie navorsing word die toelating van vrouepredikante in die Nederduitse 

Gereformeerde Kerk vanuit ’n kerkhistoriese en prakties-teologiese hoek bestudeer. 

Die navorsingswaardes wat in die sosiaal-konstruksionisme geld, naamlik dat sodanige 

navorsing ’n deelnemende en verhalende proses is, dat die invloed van diskoerse bestudeer 

word en dat die belangrikheid van taal in ag geneem word, is in die navorsing verreken. 

Vanuit ’n post-fundamentele teologiese posisionering is van ’n paar van die bewegings in ’n 

postfundamentele prakties-teologiese metodologie gebruik gemaak om na die belewing van 

agt vroueproponente en -predikante deur die loop van die proses van toelating, én daarna, te 

luister en saam met hulle te interpreteer. Daar is van die volgende bewegings gebruik 

gemaak: Die beskrywing van die verskillende kontekste waarteen die roepingsverhale en 

loopbane van vrouepredikante afgespeel het; die aanhoor en beskrywing van die 

kontekstuele ervarings van die betrokke vroue; die interpretasie van en betekenisgewing aan 

die verhale in samewerking met die vroue wat as medenavorsers geag word en die 

beskrywing van en refleksie oor die ervaring van God se teenwoordigheid in hulle 

roepingsverhale en bedieninge as proponente en predikante. Hierdie postfundamentele 

prakties-teologiese metodologie is inherent narratief van aard en sluit ook nou aan by die 

denklyne wat in die sosiaal-konstruksionisme geld. 

Deur hierdie metodologie is daar probeer om ’n bydrae te lewer tot die ontwikkeling en 

uitbou van mondelinge geskiedenis. Die beskrywing van vroue se verhale is terselfdertyd 

ook vrouegeskiedenis wat poog om vroue meer hoor- en sigbaar in algemene geskiedenis, 

maar spesifiek ook kerkgeskiedenis te maak. Die metodologie pas ook binne ’n meer 

postmoderne benadering tot geskiedenis in. 
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Aan die hand hiervan is die breër landkaart en historiese konteks waarteen die 

roepingsverhale van vrouepredikante en kerklike vergaderings oor ’n tydperk van bykans 

107 jaar afgespeel is, in breë trekke en deur middel van tydlyne beskryf. Die ontwikkeling en 

uitbouing van die volksmoederdiskoers oor die dieselfde tydperk is van nader beskou. Daar 

is verder gekyk na die invloed wat die breër konteks en die volksmoederdiskoers op vroue 

gedurende die twintigste eeu gehad het, hoe vroue oor die algemeen hulleself in bepaalde 

vroueruimtes soos vroue-organisasies uitgeleef het en of Afrikanervroue se stemme in die 

openbaar gehoor is al dan nie. 

Teen hierdie agtergrond is die verloop van die kerklike debat oor die toelating van vroue tot 

die besondere ampte, naamlik diakens, ouderlinge en vrouepredikante, beskryf. Hierdie 

debat kan in drie tydperke opgedeel word. Die eerste tydperk wat van 1966-1978 strek kan 

as ’n tyd van nadenke beskryf word. Vanaf 1982 tot 1990 is die debat deur ’n sterk verskil in 

Skrifbeskouing gekenmerk. Die laaste tydperk wat vanaf 1991 tot 2007 strek, beskryf hoe 

die praktyk stadig pos gevat het en hoe die gesprek uiteindelik na gendersake uitgebrei het. 

Die vroueproponente en -predikante se roepingsverhale, hulle belewenis van God in die pad 

wat hulle moes loop en eerste treë in die bediening is weer deurgaans teen die agtergrond 

van die breër landkaart, volksmoederdiskoers en die NG Kerk se verskillende sinodes 

aangehoor, beskryf en in samewerking met hulle geïnterpreteer. Bykomend tot die groep 

persoonlike verhale is twee verhale van vroue wat reeds voor 1950 teologie studeer het en 

nie meer vandag leef nie, opgeteken. In al die gesprekke het die belangrikheid van 

vrouepredikante se roepingsverhale, hulle positiewe en negatiewe belewenisse in die kerk, 

die impak van oorwegend manlike kerktaal op vroue, die gemis en impak van rolmodelle, 

die frustrasies rondom proponentskap en hulle belewing van God onder andere na vore 

gekom. Dit is ook opmerklik dat vrouepredikante oor die algemeen nie aktief aan die debat 

deelgeneem nie en dat die meeste van die medenavorsers in hierdie studie ’n bepaalde stuk 

ongemak met gendersake en feminisme beleef. Hulle laat net soos in die 

volksmoederdiskoers die praatwerk aan ander oor.  

SLEUTELTERME 

Vrouepredikante; Sosiaal-konstruksionistiese navorsingswaardes;  Postfundamentele 

prakties-teologiese metodologie; Postmoderne geskiedbeskouing; Mondelinge geskiedenis; 

Vrouegeskiedenis; Volksmoederdiskoers; Roepingsverhale; Gendersake in die NG Kerk; 

Skrifbeskouing in ’n bepaalde konteks; Teologie wat vroue onderdanig hou. 
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SUMMARY 

Title:  “I have a calling”: Female ministers’ admission to the Dutch Reformed 

Church. A church historical and practical theological study.   

By:    Elsje Petronella Büchner 

Promoter:  Prof. J.C. Müller 

Copromoter: Prof. P.J. Strauss 

Degree: Doctor Divinitatis in Church History, University of Pretoria 

In this research, the admission of female ministers in the Dutch Reformed Church is studied 

from a church historical and practical-theological perspective. 

The research values prevailing in social-constructionism, viz. that such research is a 

participative and narrative process, that the influence of discourses is studied and that the 

importance of language should be taken into account, have been set off in the research. From 

a postfoundationalist theological positioning, some of the movements in a 

postfoundationalist practical theology have been used to listen to the experiences of eight 

female proponents and ministers through the process of admission and afterwards, and to 

interpret these together with them. The following movements have been used: Description of 

the various contexts in which the stories of calling and careers of female ministers played 

out, listening to and description of the contextual experiences of the relevant women; the 

interpretation and assignment of meaning to the stories in co-operation with the women who 

have been viewed as co-researches and the description of and reflection upon the experience 

of God’s presence in the stories of their calling and ministries as proponents and ministers. 

This postfoundationalist practical theology is inherently narrative and is also closely linked 

to the lines of thought prevailing in social-constructionism. 

By means of this methodology, an effort has been made to make a contribution to the 

development and building of oral history. Simultaneously, the description of women’s 

stories is also female history that is endeavouring to render women more visible and audible 

in general history, but specifically also in church history. This methodology also fits into a 

more postmodern approach to history. 

In terms of this, the broader map and historical context in which the stories of calling of 

female ministers and church meetings have played out over a period of approximately 107 

years, have been broadly described by means of time lines. The development and building of 

the folk mother discourse over the same period has been examined more closely. 
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Furthermore, the influence of the broader context and the folk mother discourse on women 

in the 20th century, how women generally realised themselves in specific female ministries 

such as women’s organisations and whether Afrikaner women’s voices were heard in public 

or not have also been examined . 

Against this background, the progress of the church debate on the admission of women to the 

specific offices, viz. deacons, elders and female ministers, has been described. This debate 

can be divided into three periods. The first period stretched from 1966 to 1978 and could be 

described as a  period of reflection. From 1982 to 1990, the debate was characterised by a 

strong difference in the views of the Scriptures. The final period, stretching from 1991 to 

2007 describes how the practice has slowly taken off and how the discourse has eventually 

been extended to matters of gender. 

The stories of the calling of the female proponents and ministers, their experience of God on 

the road they have had to travel and the first steps in the ministry have again been heard, 

described, interpreted consistently, together with them, against the background of the 

broader map, folk mother discourse and the various synods of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

In addition to the personal stories of the group, two stories of women who studied theology 

even before 1950 and who are no longer alive, have been recorded as well. In all the 

discussions, the importance of the stories of calling of female ministers, their positive and 

negative experiences in the church, the impact of the predominantly male church language 

on women, the lack and impact of role models, the frustrations around proponentship and 

their experience of God emerged inter alia. It is also evident that female ministers have 

generally not participated actively in the debate and that most of the co-researchers in this 

study are experiencing a certain discomfort with matters of gender and feminism. As in the 

folk mother discourse, they are leaving the talking to others.  

KEY TERMS 

Female ministers; Social constructionist research values;  Postfoundationalist practical 

theology; Postmodern view of history; Oral history; Female history; Folk mother discourse; 

Stories of calling; Matters of gender in the Dutch Reformed Church; View of Scriptures in a 

specific context; Theology that keeps women submissive. 
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