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Screening principles for hearing impairment (Davis et al. 1997:8) 
 

1. The hearing impairment to be screened for should be an important health problem 

2. There should be an accepted rehabilitation means for cases of permanent childhood 

hearing loss identified by the screen 

3. Facilities for assessment, diagnosis and rehabilitation should be available 

4. The hearing impairment should be recognisable at an early stage 

5. A suitable hearing screening test should be available at the proposed age for the screen 

(it should be quick, with good sensitivity, good specificity, and easy to interpret) 

6. The hearing screening test should be acceptable to both child and parents 

7. The natural history of childhood hearing impairments should be known and understood 

8. There should be an agreed policy on whom to treat as patients with hearing impairment 

9. The cost of hearing screening (including all assessments consequent on screening) 

should not be disproportionate to other healthcare costs incurred by a hearing impaired 

child 

10. Finding cases of childhood hearing impairment should be viewed as a continuous process 

11. The incidental harm resulting because of hearing screening programmes, e.g. stress to 

parents, should be small in relation to overall benefits 

12. There should be guidelines on how to explain results of hearing screening, together with 

transitional counselling support for those parents of children who have been screened and 

are concerned 

13. All hearing screening arrangements should be reviewed in light of changes in 

demography, epidemiology and other factors 

14. Costs and effectiveness of hearing screening should be examined in a stratified manner, 

and benefit maximised in each stratum 
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iii.  G– Conductance 
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A CRITICAL REFLECTION 

 

 

TO: Fieldworkers of the Hammanskraal infant hearing screening project 

 

Please document and describe your experiences at the MCH clinics in 

Hammanskraal according to the following headings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

� The clinics as screening contexts (facilities, barriers, positive 

aspects etc.) 

 

 

� Collaboration with personnel and nurses (Attitudes, contact, 

involvement, etc.) 

 

 

� Experience with caregivers (attitudes, collaboration, insight, 

language abilities etc.) 

 

 

� Experience with babies 0-12 months in the performance of 

hearing screening tests 
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APPENDIX D 

 
 

LETTER TO CAREGIVERS -  
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AND 

INFORMED CONSENT 
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FOLLOW-UP APPOINTMENT LETTER 
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APPENDIX F 

 
 

LETTER OF ETHICAL CLEARANCE -  
ETHICS COMMITTEE, FACULTY OF 

HUMANITIES, UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 
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APPENDIX G 

 
 

LETTER OF ETHICAL CLEARANCE -  
ETHICAL COMMITTEE, DISTRICT DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH, NORTH WEST PROVINCE 
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