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KALAHARI LAND

Kalahari land met jou rooi-bruin sand

vorm my band, met my Vaderland

Kalahari sand wat my voete laat brand

Geen rand in my hand kan my hart so laat brand

Geen rente of sent kan my pret so versend

soos jou mense gedénk, in liefde gebénd

Kameeldoorn boom met dorings bekroon

'n stille troon in 'n ewige droom

Die Boesmansgras in water gewas

verskaf die krag wat bokke laat draf

Versamelvoél neste gemaak van reste

is die beste in dié geweste

Berghaan se fleur verskaf die geur

in sy kleure verbeur

Kalahari se leeu, so beeldskoon soos sneen

verskans 'n spreeu vir 'n sonnige een

Tot op Bray gery, lekker dors gekry

Sonstraal vermy om honger te kiry

Ou Frik se bulletjies die kry die pilletjies

want hul verstik aan die duwweltjies

J.H.L.SMIT
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Opgedra aan:

My ouers, my vrou en die Kalahari en Sy mense
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ABSTRACT

Phytosociology and veld management of the eastern Kalahari

Thornveld
by
JACOBUS HENDRIK LOUW SMIT

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. N. van Rooyen
(Department of Botany

University of Pretoria)
Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree
MAGISTER SCIENTIAE (WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT)

The deteriorating state of the veld condition in South Africa is of major concern and needs
attention to prevent further deterioration. The first step towards sound veld management is the

classification of vegetation and a comparison with research done in the past.

The vegetation of the eastern Kalahari Thornveld was classified and refined by means of the
Braun-Blanquet and TWINSPAN procedures. A total of 1 071 sample plots were randomly
distributed over an area of 114 391 km?, in the eastern part of the Kalahari. Stratification was
based on land types and terrain units. The classification of the floristic data resulted in five
different major vegetation units which were presented in five separate sinoptic tables. The 56 plant
communities identified, were further described and ecologically interpreted. A species list of all
the flowering plants as well as rare, endemic and the most important poisonous species were
compiled. A total of 24 mapping units were identified and mapped. The application of Braun-
Blanquet data in the assessment of veld condition and grazing capacity for the 24 mapping units

were carried out using the Ecological Index Method. Bush encroachment and potential areas of

1
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‘bush encroachment were identified, using the quadrant method.

-
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