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Abst ract  

The  im plem entat ion  of  t he  Crea t i ve  and  Per f orming  A r ts  (CPA)  

sy l l abus  at  l ower  p r imary  school  l eve l  i n  Bo tswana has  been 

car r i ed  ou t  w i t hou t  pay i ng  due regard  to  a l l  t hat  shou ld  be  i n  

p l ace .  As  a  resu l t ,  t he  im plem entat i on  exerc i se  has  been  

hampered  by some admin i s t ra t i ve  and  l og i s t i ca l  p rob lems.   

The  conten t  f o r  Crea t i ve  and  Per fo rming  A r ts  as  a  cur r i cu l um 

subjec t  d raws  f rom W este rn  cu l t u re,  pr imar i l y  due  to  t he  

p ro l i f e ra t i on of  l i t e ra ry sources  fo r  such  con tent .  I t  has  

theref o re  been a m at ter  o f  urgen t  concern  to  es tab l i sh  t he 

ex tent  t o  wh ich  l oca l  cu l t u re ,  i n  t he  f orm of  i nd i genous  mus i ca l  

a r ts ,  have been i n tegra ted  i n to  t he  sy l l abus .   

 

The  methods em ployed  i n  t h i s  s tudy a re  qua l i ta t i ve .  They 

i nc l ude  data co l lec t i on by  means of  semi -s t ruc tu red  in te rv i ews 

i n  f ocus g roup d iscuss i ons,  and  conten t  anal ys i s  o f  t he  

sy l l abus  documen t .  

 

The  resu l ts  o f  t h i s  research sugges t  t ha t  t he  i nd i genous  

m us i ca l  a r ts  i n  t he  Creat i ve and  Per f o rming  A r ts  sy l l abus  

con ten t  a re genera l l y  representat i ve  o f  t he  cu l t u re  o f  t he 

Batswana.  But  t he i nd i genous  mus ica l  a r ts  con tent  i n  t he  

Crea t i ve  and Per fo rming  Ar ts  sy l l abus  could  be rep resentat i ve  

o f  t he  i nd i genous  cu l t u re o f  t he Batswana  to  a  much grea te r  

ex tent ,  espec ia l l y  as  i t  a l l ows  fo r  t he  use of  l oca l  resources 

and conta i ns  ob jec t i ves  tha t  exp l i c i t l y  re f e r  t o  t he  i nc l us i on  of  

t he  m us ica l  cu l tu re  o f  a  loca l  communi t y.  Cu rren t  l im i ta t i ons  

a re  m ain l y  caused by the  teachers ’ shor t comings  i n  te rms  o f  

appropr i a te  t eaching approaches and the i r  vague 

unders tand ing of  t he  m ain concept  t ha t  t hey shou ld mas ter,  

namel y  ‘ i n tegrat i on ’ .  The  resu l ts  of  t he  s tudy f u r ther  i nd ica te 
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t ha t  t eachers  cover  m ost  o f  t he  i nd i genous mus ica l  a r ts  i n  t he i r  

l essons .  The resu l ts  a l so  i nd ica te  tha t  t eachers  a re usua l l y  

ab l e  t o  re l a te  mus ic  wi t h  phys ica l  educa t i on,  but  a re  unab le  t o  

i n tegra te con ten t  as  much as  i t  i s  p rac t i cab le  due  to  lack  o f  

knowledge and sk i l l  on t he i r  par t .  

 

On sy l l abus  implem entat i on ,  t he  resu l ts  reveal  t ha t  schoo l  

admin is t ra to rs  f ee l  t ha t  t hey have  no t  been du l y recogn i zed  as  

key p l ayers  i n  t he  implem entat i on exerc i se .  They sugges t  t hat  

spec ia l i zat i on  i n  the  teach ing of  t he var i ous components  o f  t he 

Crea t i ve  and Per fo rming  Ar ts  be  encouraged.  They a lso  

sugges t  a  rev i ew of  t he  sy l l abus  tha t  would  a l l ow pr im ary 

school  t eachers  m ore i npu t .  

 

As  fa r  as  t he teachers  a re concerned,  t he  resu l ts  revea l  t hat ,  

t he  implem enta t ion  workshops they have  a t t ended have  not  

been adequate  i n  equ ipp ing  them wi th  t he  necessary sk i l l s  t o  

t each the subjec t .  They,  l i ke  t he schoo l  heads ,  sugges t  

spec ia l i zat i on  by t eachers .  They a lso  sugges t  the  fo l l owing :  a  

rev i ew o f  t he  sy l l abus  and teach ing  and  l earn i ng m ater i a l s ;  

p rov i s i on  o f  i n-serv i ce t ra i n i ng;  c l ose  m oni to r i ng by  the  

im plem ent i ng au thor i t y,  and  the p rov i s i on of  resources .   

 

The  conc lus i on  reached  i s  t ha t  t he  sy l l abus  a l l ows  the  teache r  

t he  f reedom to  d raw as  much  as  poss i b l e  f rom the communi t y,  

t hus  mak ing l ea rn i ng more re l evant  t o  t he  l earner.  W i th  regard  

to  sy l l abus imp lementat i on ,  t he  imp lem entat i on  exerc i se i s  

hampered  by the absence of  appropr i a te  resources  and 

fac i l i t i es  as  we l l  as  t he  necessary suppor t  i n  t he  fo rm of  needs -

or i en ted  i n-serv i ce  t ra i n i ng .  Owing to  l ack  o f  resources  and in -
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se rv i ce  t ra i n i ng  tha t  add resses  spec i f i c  needs,  t he teachers  a re  

no t  very e f f ec t i ve i n  sy l l abus  de l i very.   
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