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I am pleased o be able to publish chis guide
to assist in the use of che Auscralian Hliscoric

Tlht."['[lts ].':IHJTLL'\'-"{}]'}{.

The Australian Hisroric Themes Framework

provides a valuable research tool, which can be
used ar the nacional, state or local level o assise
i the identilication, assessment, inrerpreration

and nuagement of h::.ritagr: places.

The Framework was initiated and developed by the
Australian Herirage Commission with the assistance
of the State and Territory historic heritage agencies,
consultants and heritage practicioners. It has been
used b}’ the Clommission, in its assessment of placcr.'i
for the Register of the National Estate since 1998,
and will be an essendal ¢lement in using the
Australian Heritage Places Inventory ro beuer
understand the comparative context of places

of historical significance around Australia.

A greac deal of work has gone into the development
and trialing of the themes over che last five vears
and many people have been involved. I would like
to thank all those people who have tested the
Framewaork, provided thougheful and consrructive
comment and assisted in the development of the
themes. The Framework was endorsed Loy the
Commuonwealch, Stare and Terrimry agencies

in harch 2000,

The adoption and use of these historic themes

throughont Austrealia will assist in the development
of a nationally coordinated approach and encourage
consistency in heritage assessment and management

across the nacion.

The Australian Heritage Commission is commiteed
ta research on heritage issues and o making thar
rescarch ﬂ'ﬂel}-’ available, o h::li] achicve this
abjective, this publication will be placed on the
internet linked to the Commission’s home page

at www.ahc govau

The Commission would be pleased to receive

comments to feed in to a review to occur in 2003,

LA

Peter King

Chairman

Australian Heritage Commission



INTRODUC

Each city, suburb, vegion or state has its own stovies to vell, its own

particular weaving of theme, peaple and place. The Framework

of themes shonld encowrage ui to look dnew ar owr bistoric

ERVYOIIENL f:’ﬂ.éf £ Hlﬂg’:‘.’ FETL COTIRECTIONS,

Australian Heritage Commission, Preamble 1o Project Report, 1995

Australias Commonwealth, Stace and Territory heritage
reglsters represent an important repository of information
abour significant places in Auscralia’s history, Places
hawe been listed on registers because

nominating bodies want o preserve therm,

enjoy and study them as representing

g component of Austealias heritage,

Uce they have been assessed as

significant, these places become the focus

for conservation palicies and funding,

public prometion and community interest,

Their significance is no longer hidden and

communities rediscover o care again about such places,

WHY A NATIONAL FRAMEWOREK

OF HISTORIE THEMES?

The Framewetk is designed for use by hericape
professionals. Historians, teachers and Inrerpreters may
alse find themes useful as a national framework of hiscodc
themes provides links berween the different regional storics
in Australi’s history, and the heritage places thar help o
illusrrace that history, We are che only nadon 1o occupy a
whole continent and the diversity of our experience of our

landscapes can be linkad through a themaric framewark.

A narional framework also recognises thar Stare and local
historic themes are alveady in use by heritage professionals,
Ie provides a very broad and peneral framework ac che
mational level, so that these different regional frameveorks
can continue w evolve while being linked. Places char
relare o a particular theme in different pares of Auscralia
can also be identified and compared providing they are

crrered inoa IL'lIiuil:l“}'-“nk::nl tlarabase.

g

sy

A national approach o onr Australian themes is consiscent
with the current move by Australias government hericage
agencies o develop common national scandards
tor the idenrificacion and conservaion
of heritage places. I will enable a balanced
approach across replons and reveal
previously ignored themes in those regions.
This comprehensive framework also
p:‘fw‘idm a springboard for che
idencificarion and underseanding of places
that may be of ourstanding historical

sipnificance to the nation as a whole,

PROJECT HISTORY

This project, originally named the Principal Australian
Historic Themes Project, was initated in 1993 by the
Australian Herirage Commission wich the aim of
developing o pracrical and cemprehensive lramework of
Auseralian historic themes to gssist in the idenrificacion,
assessment, interpretation and management L‘r['-ljcj'i.mgr_“
places. [t was seen as foeming part of an ongoing process
of developing and implementing & nationally coordinared
approach o cthe assessment and management of heritage
places in Auscralia. The themacic framework was intended
tor b applicable ac the Stace and Terfuory, regional and

loeal Jevels, as well s at the national level,

The identilication of historic themes and checklises in
relation to the Repister of the National Esrare dares back
previous thematic waork as ic was designed in response
tor concepts of history and heritape which have expanded

and brosdened considerably in recent decades to consider



meanings and connecrions as well as histovic fabeic, Te has The Framework has also been renamed as the Austealian

parallels with the 1994 revision of the US National Park Historic Themes Framework, emphasising that it provides

Services Themaric Frameworl whers: comprehensive covernpe of historical rocesses, appdicable
i 4 i

e ; : L ac all levels of incerest and significance,
seelefining of the paie bat expanded ibe bonsdarier of Snguiry erest and signific:

0 encompniis i ondy greas men and sveni buk alo ovdinary [t s seen asa ‘how w' ol for those Incerested in

: ! it II|I “ iy ; ; g - e - . . . -
Jroofde @R £k }rﬂ':-;}‘ HfE FECONSIN ORI AT R .r.u.-'ﬁqm.wd'. 1den Hi}-'m?;, assessing, and in lerprenng historic values
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Stage | ool the project invalved research and extensive as the Australian Heritage Commission’s Praseviing Local
g

consultacion by the Cenere for Western Auscralian History Heritage Places,

T . &, T e - T, g T ] :

(Professor Norman Etherington, | gy Brock, John The henetits of using themes have been demonstraced as:

Dalbwite, Tom Stannage and Jenny Gregory) and

i il = helping o think moere widely abour historical processes
Jane Lenmon to establish a chemanic fromework, . ’

i assessing places
Stage Il involved testing the applicability of the proposed

- . . ; ¢ emphasising historical values of places racher than
historic themes to 20 registered sites chosen by the

5 P G : = . i a fabric based assessment
Commission and State and Territory heritage authoricics.
A ticld test of the themes was also conducted in which *  assisting in soructuring research
the themes were applied 1o historic places along a selecred o -
; = assisting in the preparation
stretch of the River Murray system encompassing chree . .

i - . _ ol interprecive texts
State jurischictions, This resulted in minor modificarions

to the wording of the Framework. = assisting in determining development

controls, There is increasing pressure

Stape involved a crial of the Framewaork : i
Aligs L dnvtlund g i ki) for apencies o justify heritage listings and

by Commoenwealch, Stace and Terricone
: development controls, and chemes can help

Croweernment hevicape agencies using a i )
= to explain how pardeular elements of a place

e propared by Jane Lennon, The S s ;
5 PIEP: ¥l are significant because of their ability o illusirare

Heritage Officials Commires agreed . BT
impureant aspects of i history

to linalise and formally aceept the

i il T s e = Justifying an assessment of historcal sipnificance

Framework in Seprember 1997, They accepted the JUERLEY T o e b

thematic Framework had benefits in developing narional to responsible suthorities so as to avoid criticism

standards for heritage assessment including: of "targeding certain places for heritage controls

* ddennfying the significance of a place as above

= enhancing the eredibility of the processes used and
the content of heritage registers threshold for establishing its statement of significance

* helping make comparative assessmenes of places * showing how some types of place are usually

actoss States and 'l;:.‘l'l'il.'ill'-lt‘.s.. L‘..E:]Jr*.i.;ia”}' for twencierl associated with each theme so tha lh{:uw,s are

century places, nor used interchangeably with types.

Minor revisions to the Framewoark were carried our in

1998 and 1999, The final Framework can be applied

v places at all levels of significance from local through

t nacional, Tt deals only wich historic values although

i recopnises that natoral, social, scientific and acstheric

walues may also reside ina place.




ABOUT THE THEMATIC FRAMEN

T.";'ﬁ'?’ﬁﬁ'.‘}' are webs we weave to betier Mﬂ&ii’?"ﬂd?ﬁf b{-‘f' f}iﬁf{;;}r

and stovylines of a place. They are not vigid straitjackets

indo which we must place our heritage assessments,

Joan Domacelj, 159441
I

FRAMEWORK DESIGN

The Themaric Framework comprises nine Theme Groups
which cncompass and aee elaborated by o nevwork of maore
specitic themes, Themes are further expanded inta more

tocussed sub-themes,

The Theme Groups are:

o TRACING THE EVOLUTION OF THE
AUSTRALIAN ENVIRONMENT

PEOPLING AUSTRALIA

DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL
AND NATIONAL ECONOMIES

BUILDING SETTLEMENTS, TOWNS
AND CITIES

WOoRKING
ELOUCATING
GOVERNING

DEVELOPING AUSTRALIA'S
CULTURAL LIFE

© ©9060® © © ©

MARKING THE PHASES
OF LIFE

The consistent organising principle for the Themaric
Framework is ety By emphasising the human activities
that produced the plices we value, and che human
response to Australias natral environment, places are
relaced o the processes and stories associated witl them,
racher than to the type ar funcion of place. The themes
o not invalidate classifications such as tvpe and funcrion.
Themes are simply another way of investigating and

inerprecing the hisl‘ur}' ofa |:.|Ju<_'|;:.

The chemes are not intended o Tollow a chronological
order. Rather, they are generie, and desipned o be
applied and incerinked. regardless of the period or place.
They embrace prehistory to the modern period and

g multiplicice of hurman acivicies, The wording of the
themes s desioned tw be sender and age inclusive—

covering men, women and children,

The Framework is not arranged as a hieraschy which gives
prioricy, weighting and privilege o some themes. Mor

is it a checklist which prescribes & minimal approach,

It has been applicd in some organisations as an aid in
cataloguing museum collecnions so as o enrich the

histrical contese and stories behind the objects displayed.

Figure | shows how the Theme Gronps relare o place.
They are non hicrarchical and one place may have many
themes, reflecting cureent thinking on che sipgnificance of
place and the way we look ar che past, reconstrucring
it as an integrated, diverse, complex human
experience. Fach Theme Group represents
a sigmificant aspece of the human experience,
anel the terms used expand our notions of

historical activity,



FIGURE 11 CONCEPTUALISING THE USE OF

ANTLONE PLACE MAY HANVT A NUMBER OF

MARKING

THE FPHASEN

QF L1tk

DEVELOPIRG

AUSTHALIA S
CULTURAL LIFE

The Framewaork is designed o be generic for Ausrralia

az 2 whole. Existing State or local themes may be linked
torthe nadonal Framework as required, and the themes
can acquire addiional specific sub-themes which may arise

o maore detailed local surveys and historical research,

Floume 2:

PHEMES A5500C1A

Tuaciseg 'rn_']'}
EVCRLELT I.Ge_'!\‘_ Gk
THE AUSTIALIAN
BNV LD N MENT

PLACE

Exampl & OF HOW THEMES AN BE FURTHER EXPANDED TO ST

FHEMES M RELATION TO PLACE, THE THEMES ARE NOFF HIERARCIICAL

TED WITH IT.

PEOPLING

ALSTRALIA

DEELOPING
LoGal, HEGIDNAL
AND MATIDNAL
ECOMOMIES

BUiLoiNG
SETTLEMENTS,

TOWHNS AND

GRS

WORKING

The addicion of further sub-themes provides for regional
wvariations or partcular historical processes, and allows
specific sub-themes to be incorporated within the
Frameworls o explain the significance and che place.
Figure 2 demenserates how Theme Group 7. Govirsis
lias been divided in che Framework into specitic

sub-themes and could he further expancded,

IMTFIVLINEAL FLACES,

Fheme Growg Theme Sard-ternes i ontlined Pogsible adelitiomal sb-hene
" ; i ramerarl fir sued) bocal parlations
GOVERNING Defending Australia
| Providing For the commen defence Building fores
Bt Preparing ro face nvasion Training in drill halls

Going to war



AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEMES FRAMEWORK

KEY

_—

Theme Graoups (1-5)

el

[hemes (20,22,

—— L0 Lhviop as Avscebials caclies
infinhicancs

+ed Aulupring oo diverse
s s

23 Coming oo Ansirali i
1 pieiishiment

X Migrating

I (e e

Examples of sub-rhemes,
Ohthers may be added

ro s particolar regions



TRACING THE PEOPLING AUSTRALIA
EVOLUTION
OF 'I‘HE AUSTMJIJW Fhis treme growp recugnises the pre-codonial

accupacions of fndtgerons people, s well

ENVIRONMENT ar i pagaimg Sistory af S

prcipation fram divere dreds,

e environment cxdits apart frowe ey

i 2.1 Living as Australia’s earliest
A CONTETREE 0f FREAn CORFEROmners, ! :
i Mot o inhabitants
Hawerier, @ thematic appeoach recognise
the senan factor i the natural 2.2 Adapting to diverse enviconments

erntitamment, dna bow onr wddersinaing _ . !
: i i 5 i 2.3 Coming to Australia as
and appreciation af the environment a0
ol i punishment
et elianed doier tire, p

24 Migrating
241 Migraring to save ar preserve

|1 Tracing climatic and topographical

away of fife

Chmgc 242 Migrating to seek opportunity
1.2 "Tracing the emergence of Australian LA Migrating o escape oppression

plants and animals 244 Migrating through organised

) colonisaion

L3 Assessing scientifically diverse 345 Chanetie e Gace of pum

environments and urban Auscrealia chrough
1.4 ﬂpprecin.tin_g the natural wonders N i

of Australia 2.5 Promoting settlement

24 Fighting for land

26,1 Hesisring the advent of Buropeans

and their animals

202 Displacing Indigencus peopls



3.1

3.3

34

37

3.6

534

Fodid
G

DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIES

Wihsde Ceaffiey Rlainey comceived of Australian bistory as dyminased by she twranuy of distance this concept
i wlien to fndigenows Australias, Fiehreenth and wincieens contary develapments in techiolagy wade & possibie

su find the consinens to atsant markeiplues, and the incentive (v almost every sxpedivion by the fivst Europesi

Seaptnrers war the search fav valiadle weroes Muck sulequens Austrlian iseory bas sevadved around

thie seweveh fow o staple oi wiliich t base vegional eoonomie develypriest,

Exploring the coastline

Constructing eapital city economies

Surveying the continent

3,31 Looking for inland seas
aned wé_brn-.-a:t}'s

Looking for overland stock roures
Prospecting for precious metals
Looking for land with
apriculiueal potential

Hida

334

#3.5 Laying our heundaries

Uilising natural resources
Huriring

Fishing and whaling
343 Mining

S44 Making foreses into

a saleable resource
345 lapping natural energy sources
Developing primary production

3.5.0  Graging stock

H.5.2 Breeding animals

353 Developing agriculmeal industries
Recruiting labour

Establishing communications
3700 Establishing postal seevices
3.2 Developing clectric meins

af cormnnicatinn

Moving goods and people

SET Shipping toand from
Mutseealian ports

382 Safepuanding Ausiralian prodics

fior long jourmneys

8.5

A

Treveloping harhour facilicies
Making economie use
of inland watetwiys

85 Moving goods and peaple on land

5.0
.10

=

343

314

A8

Ji8.6 Building and maiaraining
railwas
387 Building and maintaining roads
Crewting fuel o engines
389 Moving goods and people Ly ai
Farming for commercial profit
Integrating people into the
cash economy
3400 Assisting Indipenous peaple
into che cash cconomy
3,10.2 Encouraging somen inre
employment
F10.3 Encoutasing frinze and
alternative husinesses

Altering the environment

111 Regulating wassrways

2112 Reclaiming land

S 113 Terigaring land

3114 Clearing vemetation

3115 Establishing water supplics
Feeding people

S0 L‘:.ging indigenonus foodsiufls

3122 Developing sources of fiesh
local produce

3.12.3 Importing foodstufls

3124 Preserving food and beverapes
3125 Reiling foods and beverages
Developing an Australian
manufictuning capacity

Developing an Australian

engineering and construction

industry

G40 Building to suit Anseralian
‘comditions

F.04.2 Using Austealian matsrials
1N ConETshion

315 Developing economic links
outside Australia
16 Srrugpling with remoteness,
hardship and failure
416,01 Dealing with hazards
and disasters
7 Inventing devices
318 Financing Australia
FI8 1 Raising capial
FolH2 Banking and lending
3.08.3 Insuring against risk
FHA 'E_-:n::pm*aﬁng o Trise capital
feo-ags, building societies e

3% Marketing and retailing

520 Informing Australians
A.201 Making, printing and
diseributing nesspapers:
5202 Broadeasting

Entertaining for profit

322 Laodging people
325 Catering for tourists:

4.24 Selling companionship

and sexual services

525 Aderning Australians

3251 [Fressing up Australians
:!llﬁ Providing health seevices
3.20.1 lei{d.in_g miedical and
denral services
3262 Providing hospital services
520,35 Developing altermarive
approaches to good healch
3264 Praviding care for people
with disabiliries



BUILDING
SETTLEMENTS,
WNS

Aftiraenly many peaple come ta Ausnlia

i seerecheof pevsonal g, they vealied
sl e do co-aperate e the building
af gl pleasand sirban swcivemments,

Anstradian srbaniiation wd

subrbaniiation fute special charseteniit

4.1

&2

d.

4.5

A6

st seb tetns apart fFam smiler

Dherantena lieadhecs i the world

Planning urban settlements

4.0, Selecring rownship sites

4:1.2 Making suburhs

A3 Learning to live with property
hoomes and busce

Al Creating capital cities

41,5 Developing civy ceneres

Supplying urhan services (power,
LEansport, fire prevention, roads,

water, light and sewerage)
Developing institutions

Living with slums, outcascs

and homelessness

Ma|r.ing sertlements to serve

rural Australia

Remembering significant phases
in the development of settlements, 'i’

tonwns and cities J

LV %

wn

ekt foe ofrobat we call work

it peluted to the cootomy mast of 615

nar undertaken for prafit. A grear deal of the

i

toark doue fa the havie s weiher pid mor

eonentvedar part of the natisnal ceonomm
Somme af dhe sost fteristing veceny social
Btsinry written abont Ausoalia copcerni

s gt R plecer,

Working in harsh conditions
51,1 Coping with unemployient

512 Coping with dangerous jobs
and wotkplices

Organising workers and work places

Caring for workers' dependent
children

Working in offices
Trying to make crime pay
Worling in the home

Surviving as Indigenous people

ina White-dﬂmirmtad LOONOIY

Waorking on the land

.1

0.3

.4

6.6

Ebu

ATING

Everp jaciety eductes i yosg,

Wehile Frapean eolivation pleces o greai

erapdasic an the fermal sofiaaling mten,

f'-"flllil'-'l‘.'lfn'.i(r"n' :“'.'n'i-'-’.-'-'.-'.l'_lﬂu'ﬁ'h'-:'.'- .-'.'l‘!n':’;'.l':-' FREONE,

Forming associations, libraries

and institures for self-education
Establishing schools
Training people for the workplace

Building a system of higher

education
Educating people in remote places

Educating Indigenous peaple

in twve cultures

.-

=
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Tihis e gvoup iv as e o

::._E:Ir.jg'ﬂﬂr?‘nmf‘h!.f I f altons Petg soverned.
It trchudes il ol Busineic of politics,

(R (il It tn aoie gl enrernment,
dealing bertidio o i

J Governing Australia as a province

of the British Empire

4 Developing institutions of self:

Boverment ‘ii.ll(l dlf‘alTI.O(.'i'E.{-}'

Zodil Protesting

FE Seuggling for inclosion in the
palitical process

723 Working oo promore civil libertes

ot Borming palitical associarions

A Making Cine-States

Za Pederating Australia

|
S

Governing Australia’s colonial

possessions

S Administering Anstralia

761 Developing ocal government
anthorities

T2 Conualling entry of persons and
dissase

Find Policing Auscratia

AbA - Dispensing fustios

T3 lncarcerating poople

Svh Prowacling services and welfare

6.7 Enforcing discriminatory
legislarion

o8 Ademivistenng Indizenous Atfaies

709 Conserving Australian resources

T Canserving fragile enviconments

11 Conserving econamically valuable
PR LSS

76,12 Conserying Ausrralia’s hediaze

77 Defending Australia

=y

ZFA Praviding for thecommon
defence

FF2 Prepaning to face invasion

TG Loing 1o wr

4 Establishing regional and

local identity

Auseraeireins ave meve kel to e thedv sense of Tdenitne i terms of @ wap of e sather than

allegianee o an abitreee pascoiie ideal, One of the acficvements of this wwciety fas been the creation

af @ rich existenee duaty from dhe warploce. Wiife some of the actieitios snesspasied fn thiv theme

8.1

8.2

B3

5.0

v paerswed for prafis - harse vicing snd vineme, fie instance - thefr veaign fine being i the sheer

snjopenent af ipectararns, Wil Jm.'h'_]'ﬁe'.'.ll.-'zﬂ' st st PR cervers i art, (terature, iclenre,

enterbainment or the chaveh withou feiny pavd, those activieien do war it cartly dnie

the vatepariee o coonpmp or wordslece,

Organising recreation

B LT Playing and wacching
organised sports
.12 Tetting
813 Developing public parks
ane gavdens
814 Enjoving the nawral environmens

Going to the beach
Going on holiday
Eating and drinking

l"al'lllillg ARSOCTALIONS

8.9.1  Preserving craditions and group
MEinaries

8.5.2 Flelping other people

B33 Associacing for mucaal aid

B354 Pursuing common leisure
INCerears

Worshipping

A6 Worshipping weecher

8462 Mainaining religious wacitions
and ceremonies

05 Pounding Aostralian religious
inatiturions

B4 Making places for worship

B.0.5  Evangelising

8.0.0 Running city massions

HG7 Running missions ra Auscealias

indigenons people

=1
LR

8.5

#.10

Honouring achievement
Remembering the fallen

Commemorating significant events
291 Remembering disasrers

892 Remembering public specracles
Pursuing excellence in the arts
and sciences

A1 Making music

8.10.2 Clrearing visual ares

B 0A  Creating Hterature

8104 Designing and building

Fine buildings

05 Advancing knowledge inscience

and cechnalegy

Making Avstralian folklore
8111 Celebrating folk beroes

8002 Myth making and seorpe-relling

Living in and around

Anstralian homes
Li\r‘ing in cities and suburhs

Living in the country and

rural settlements

Being homeless



MARKING THE
PHASES OF LIFE

oAbtk sl of she experience of growing
o grosving oid does ot veadily rdase
to particsslar hevitage sites, there are placer
it e iflovace shis fnportant dheme
Mast af the phaser of il set ot belor
are wniverial sxperienes.

9.1 Bringing babies into the wotld
910 Providing nuceenicy clinics
and hospitals
4.1.2 Promoting mothers and
batics” health:
9.3 Gmﬂﬁn,g-up
9.2.1 Being children
92,2 Joining yourh organisations
9.2.3 Being teenugers
924 Courring
9.5 Forming families and partnerships
9.3.1 Esb&bltshihg_-_pmmcnsiﬁgs:
932 Bringing up children
9.4 Being an adule
9.5 Living outside a family/partaeeship
9.6 Growing old
96,1 Reiring
962 Laoking after the infiem
anid the aged
9.7 Dying
971 Dealing wich human remains
9.7.2 Mourning the dead
975 Remerbeting the dead



UsiNG THEMES

The Thematic Framewotk can be used a5 an alerting
device to stimubare broad scale chinking abour a place

and itz connecrions.

The themes can be used o Focus on the historical walues
of a place and how these values are represenced physically

in the plice andior in the wider historical conext,

The themes can be used as an incepral pare of & suie

of ocher analytical tools, including legislarive criteria

fas 10 Heritage Aces), values (a5 detined in the H2ORMOS
Furra Charter] and :}.-}:-ulugig's {p|:an;;r: type sruclies often
used inarchitecture or archacelogy). For example, Table 1
describes the way in which a xigniﬁ;::un 1:|:t(:|.' can he
identified or represenced in rhe contexr of assessimen

for the Regiscer of the Mational Estare,

Themes can be integrated with heritage assessment and

management in many ditterene ways, These melude:

Documentary eesearch—geographic, thematic

or site-specific

* o fully explore the history of an arca or
a particolar place

= o estabalish historical congese

= o identily significant places associared with
historical processes, evenes, acrivities, or people

* e guide historical rescarch for hericape surveys
tprepared by State and Territory heritage apency

or local couneil)

Field research
* o focus the area for sicee recording, given the chematic

analysis in documentary and archival research

e o ddentily chranological layering of themes and links

berween the layers as physically represented in the field

+ o alert the rescarcher o historical associations noc

physically apparent or previously identified in the field

= g assist i ol history interviews

Assessing significance
= o consider historical values

[0 if|n:f:|1i|!:r;f .l;igniﬁr.::lrlz themes demonstred

|’J_}' af assaciated with the 1‘:1:1;1'

* w0 enable comparacive assessment, gaps analysis
and idenrification of places with parricular historic
associations in heritage register darabases. Por example
places valued by immigranes could be studied under
Ly of the themes, Also, 1)1::(::::; iclentified as ﬁl:l::u;.iﬁ{:
site types such as mining places would have a range

of sub-thenes associared with them

= inowriting the Statement of Sipniticance — the
Themarie Framework enables the clucidation
of sipnificant historical aspeces of the place in the
Starement :|Iﬂ51'1-_;1|iﬁt::ir1t¢:. [1 prowices mulople
hll:ll':.-'lin{!h‘ [ 2 1:|:t(:r. anel assises in understanding

all irs cultural valies

Taklk Br EXAMPLE OF HOM THEMES AND SUB-THEMES MAY BE INTRGEATED WITH AN ASSESSMENT FOR HERITAGE LISTING

Place Yalue Register of the National Typology Themes Specific
Estate Criterion Sub-Themes
Wheal Gawler Historic Ad dine site 3.4 Urilising Mining

e sice, [ Place from which
South Australia - metal ore wis
lirst exported in

Australia — 1841)

(Importance for associadon
with cvents, developments

of cultural phases)

natural resources
2.4 Migrating Migrating to

seck opportunicy

2

-
!
s



Analysing database records

ror estithlish comparisons with places der.munstmting

similar hiscorical themes

to assist in determining priorities for tesearch, funding,

conservation work, promotion and publiciry
[ i:JL'n:ir}' gaps in research

[0 A% sr_'::rf:hing on the inrernel

Managing places

to identify how significant themes are expressed

in a place

te provide guidance to place managers lor conserving,
managing or interpreting the particular historic values

ol a place

to plot places associated with particular themes
on Geographic Information Systems to aid
ApPrepriate conserarion managenent

of 4 region or site

tovassist 0 the development of AT EMEnL

prioriics

ter illustrate significant elements in conservation
management plans, Themes provide contexe and lavers
of meanings and show thar places are more chan

physical fabric

Education and interpretation

to broaden understanding abour che diversicy of
heritage places discussed at community workshops

or liaison meetings. For example, the use of the themes
will sheww the community chae hericape is nor juse

about old buildings

in promotional marerial relating ro herige.

For example, o popular outhack resort could he
incerprered as being sited aca place significant for
centuries to Aboriginal people and significant o
explorers, drovers, surveyors, picnicking local

vesicdents and modern tousists

as a policy or educarional ool to explain historic
values. Themes show thar 2 place las more than

ans value

in public interpretation material such as guided walks,
publications and signs, Using the themes will help
vor reveal the layers of history aver differen
periods in one place and the muldple

stories associated wich e



CASE 5TUDY: ALBURY

In 1996 Jacqueline Durrant and Bruce Pennay of Charles
Sturt Universice applied the Auseralian Hisvoric Themes
Framework o the Albury local government area, Two
scparate heritage studies had been conducred in this area

in 1991 and 1993 resulting in an inventory of 398 iems.
Specifically, for site identification they found it useful in:
» idendifying under-representation in indigenous heritage

* identifying under-representation in multi-cultural
heritage, especially those associated with post-"World
Whar 11 sives

= identifring under-representation in women’s heritage,
B g
places associated with childeen, young people, families

and older prople

« identifying under-representation of plices associared

with the experience of failure and conflict

= identifying over-represencacion of heritage places

associated with wealth, privi]{:gc and social elitism.

The Framework was found to be far mare uscful in site
idencification when used in combinadon with local themes
than when either system was used alone. This occurred
because firstly, che Framework is both more specific and
more numerous inavailable themes and sub-themes chan
the local themes, thereby prompring recognition of a wider
range of site types than local themes, Secondly, local
themes remain important to the identification of sices

associared with local historic issues.

For recording and assessing sites they found that che

Framewnrk helped in:

= ensuring chae site histories were recorded more

theroughly

@

contriburing to the overall direcrion of siwe

IkazeIment

comparative assessment of similar site types when
applied to groups of sites (in order to determine
whether the site is actually unique or if it has cercain
unigue aspects in comparison with other apparently

similar sites).

For site interpretation they found the Framework

ht:]pﬁjl ir:

interprering sices in terms of multi-layered historical
processes and complex developmental histories

associated with adaprive re-use of sies

interpreting sites interconnected by historical themes
interpreting concested sice histories

incerpreting the soctal value of sites

combining with local historic themes for broader

interpretation.

In applying the Framewark to places in Albury, several

new issues were rased.

Meglecred historic themes ar the local level,
Management of Abotiginal heritage ar the local level.

Taral ahsence of items of nacural heritage from

the invencory

Difficulries connected with Federation themes

and their representation in marerial hericage.,

Non-representacion of sives lacking substantial

visihle fabric.



REGIONAL

(ONAL, STATE, TERRITORY,
OR LOCAL THEMES?

Although most Saves and Tervitories have developed cheir Using the Framework can cxpand the interpreation of

awn themartie frameworks, & comprehensive Australian a place. Table 2 shoves how chemes can help o illustrare
Iistoric Themes Framewnork 1.1I‘0'-’ER!¢:1' the opportunicy a sjg‘niﬁcant lnﬁh“ng’s hismr}' as 1 evolves ovel tine.
to see how they link, overlap andfor inregrace places

across Australia, lo will alse have increased value by

enabling comparative assessment berween places across

Srate and Territary bonrndaries,

PAHLE 22 APPLICATION OF THE FRAMEWGRE TO THE O3 CoMMISSARIAT STORE, BRISDANE

Chti;iﬁimlq':g*j-‘ e

Thematic Framework Enterm

Nauuml Estate

Clueensland

?Bris[';':;ﬂeﬁé.'sﬂmi’id d[deq'x-.iuﬁ'iltliﬁg"
and unl}r one of nr.ro iunwmg ’Emm
..r]'b: mmrlct q,r,‘a {1824 lﬂéﬂ]

T

2 Peopling Auscralia

{Theme Group) Ae.um:lawnn Wfth _f

evems, devdopmemﬁf

or cuil:urz] Ehas&s

a .

(a} Demenscraces

evolution or partern of

Queensland’s history

| () Demonscrates rare,

Co UREOInImon or

endangered aspects

Used a5 derention cencre for convicts

S

2.3 Coming to Australia

as g punishment o

Larer us&d as 1;nm:gmucrn -;lc]mt

24 Migrating

‘_ Rﬁcml,trﬁent inmxmgmnt iﬂEruur

3.6 Recruiting labour

' I_a.ter houseri the Que:e:nsiand z"m;hwcs

3.20 Informing Australians 1‘

Lat::r ]'m-uﬁcu:[ Eha ]_:aw ReForm
'Cummmmn o

7.6 Administrating Auscralia: ” "ﬁ‘_ .
7.6.4 Dhspensing justice e

i _{g-] Strong or special

- association for sectal,

cultural or spirital

FEAR0NS

@urmnrl}*, headql.larlr:h DfRoj'al
Hasmncal bnum:'r nf Queensland

3]11.'1 4 mmeum

7.6 Administrating Australia: :'f o :,'; : * . -
7.6,12 Conserving Auscraliz’s o

herirage

(gl (h) Special
association wich

particular person,

| group or organisation

Important in

Cheensland’s history




Lising the Themaric Pramework to berrer undersiand

the Old Commissariat Score (Table 20 illuscrates the rale
of the Framework as an analyical tool rather chan a
prescriprive one. [ also provides more strands and layers
ol information for use in teveloping Statements of
."ﬁgnjﬁcancc‘.. The O Comnissariar Score example also
shows how a local story (oldest building) can inersecr with
an Australiz-wide cheme PMEoeiias Avsiraiis and the

ke cheme CARING TOCAUSTRALIA A5 A FUMISHIRENL,

The Framework is also designed o
interconnect with regional themes,

e PROVIDING SATE HARBODUR formed

a specitic regional sub-theme within che
theme 28 MOVING GOODE ANDY FEOPLE
for the Land Conservaton Council’s
Hizstoric Places Special Investigation

af Souch-"Wescern Victaria,

USING THEMES IN HERITAGE DATABASES

.-‘"np]t‘.nenn;{ix A includes two ::'K:ll!l]_:lh::i of how the Pramewark
has been applied o exising listings The fiest example
is from the Repister of the National Estare and the

second is from the Chueensland Hevitage Regisier,

The Australian Heritage Commission is working on
a project to incorporace the historie chemes in Regiscer
al the National Fstate historic places lsted over the lase
decade. The incorporacion of themes within all place
records. in a searchable Form, creares a valuable
research ool The Commission would encowrage
all state agencies and ocher erganisations
responsible for compiling and maintaining lists
ol heritage places o apply this Framewarl
ter eheir listings, The abilivy o search by histaric
theme can unlock hidden lavers of history and enable the

exploration and comparison of plices zeross Australia



APPENDL

REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE DATABASE

Prack REPORT — STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANDE

Name of Place:
Former/Other Mames;
Reference Nos:
Starus:

Interim List Date:
Registration Date:
Mearest Town:

Location/Boundaries;

Commenceinent Calumn Monument

Commemeration Stone, Foundation Stone of the Federal Capital
DLEOZE  B01000/0389

Registered

3061992

2261993

Capital Hill State: ACT

Federarion Mall, near Parliament Diive, Capiral Hill, Canberra,

AHC OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The foundarion stones of the never-completed Commencement Column are significant for their historical association

with the selection of a site for the federal capieal of Australia, in accordance with Section 125 of the Constitution

which stipulated that the federal sear of government would be located within the stace of New South Wales, but noc

within a 100-mile radius of Sydney. The foundation stones are also significant for their association with the official

foundartion and naming of Canberra in March 1913 as the national capital {Criterton A4)

fAustralian Historic Themes: 4.1 Manning urban-sertements; 4.1.4 Creating capiral ciries:

4.6 Remembering significant phases in che development of settlements, towns and cities;

7.4 Federacing Australia 8.9 Commemorating significant events),

Though moved fram their original locarion, the foundation scones of the never-compleced Commencement

Column are of symbolic significance to the Australian communiey for their commermaoration of the official

selection, foundation and naming of Canberra as the natonal capital {Criterion G103

The foundarion stones are significant for their association with imporeant figures in the foundation of Canberra,

including John Smith Murdoch, designer of the intended Commencement Column and of Old Parliament House.

It 15 also associared with Lord Thomas Denman, Governor General ac the rime of laving the stones, his wife, Lady

Denman who performed the official naming of the capiral, Andrew Fisher, the Prime Minister of the day, and King

O'Malley who, as Minister for Home Affairs, was intimacely involved in the selection of Canberea as the federal seat

of government {Criterion H.1).

P
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QUEENSLAND HERITAGE REGISTER

TowNsvILLE aND DIsTRICT EDUCATION CENTRE AND MEMORIAL GATES

Orther Name: Townsville West State School

Plage TD: GO2044

Status: Permanent Enery

Address: 29 Ingham Road

Town!Suburb: TONMNEVILLE WEST

LGA: TOWNSVILLE CI'TY COUNCIL
Theme: Establishing schools

Theme: Chganising wotkers and work places
Theme: Remembering the fllen
SIGNIFICANCE

Lhe former Townsville West Stare School is demonstrative of a government scheme; the Unemployment Relief
Scheme, implemented to assist the unemploved throughout Queensland, by means of generacing work projecs,
during the Depression of the 1930s. The former Townsville West State School Memaorial Gates, construcred in 1921,
are an example of a relatively small number of this type of memorial. They provide evidence of an era of widespread

Australian patriotism and nationalism, particularly during and following the Firse World War,

The building iz & fine example of 4 two-storayved Inter-war brick school. Due to its massing and scale, the building
is a landmark in the suburban screerscipe. The building has a strong associarion wich the local community, The

building has also been the centre of a variery of community activity in the pasc.

HisToORY

The former Townsville West State Schoaol, desipned by the Queensland Government Architeces Office was opened on
the 10 June 193%. Costing £28,200, the school was built during the Depression by local workers employed under the
Unemployvment Reliel Scheme, The school building of 1937-9 is the second of theee Townsville West Seare Schools
constructed within the same school grounds. The ficst, constructed in 1886-7, was one of the earliest public schools
ot Townsville. The school has also honoured students and reachers who served, and in some cases died, during WWT,
by erecting both honour boards in che entrance foyer, and memaorial gates. When the Townsville Teachers College
opened in 1964, West End Stace School was utilised as a Demeonstration School for student teachers: The building is
still etilisedl by che Townsville and Districe Education Cenrre; a library, conference rooms, a creche and kindergarten,

manual arts and home science facilities and is a venue for a community playgroup.

DEscrIPTION

The former Townsville West State School is a receangular brick building of three stories, locared ar the intersection of
[ngham Road and Sture Street, Townsville, abour two kilomerres from the city centre, Ser into a recess in the Ingham
Road fence are the Memorial Gates, The gareway is a free-standing rendered masonry archway with a pair of wrought

iron gares below,
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