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(c) Assisting farmers through demonstration and other means in reaching a tentative
conclusion (evaluation/comparison).

(d)  Providing guidance in putting the idea into practice on the farmer’s landholding
or with his livestock (trial}).

(e) Providing additional information on large scale application and more detailed

aspects such as inputs, credit and marketing (adoption).
At each decision-making phase, different types of information are needed.

Farmers’ view of the nature of innovation

The speed of adoption of a new idea depends partly upon the farmer’s view of the idea,
technology or practice. Some characteristics may speed up the rate of adoption while
some practices may have retarding factors. The following factors as described by
Bembridge (1992), Van den Ban & Hawkins (1996) have an influence on the farmer’s

view:

(a) Utility:  If a new practice is viewed as a major improvement over existing
methods, it is likely to be adopted.

(b Cost: New practices that are high in cost generally tend to be adopted more
slowly. The subjective risk that a farmer associates with a new practice may also
be related to his adoption of it.

(©) Group action: Some new ideas require consensus and acceptance before they will

he adopted.
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it Cost of living can be kept down.
1it Part-time farming can be a lucrative venture for those with the right skills and

adaptability, but a difficult and costly business for the unprepared.

3.10 HYPOTHESIS

The hypothesis of the study was formulated as follows;

1. No significant extension occurs

2 Opinion leaders have an influence on decision making

3. Perception of farmers on cropping and cropping practices has an influence on production.
4. Non-adoption of correct agricultural practices has an influence on production.
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