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The Convention on Biological Diversity 

CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (1992) 

PREAMBLE 

The Contracting Parties, 

Conscious o f the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of the ecological, genetic, social, 

economic, scientific, educational, cultural, recreational and aesthetic values of biological 
diversity and its components, 

Conscious also of the importance of biological diversity for evolution and for maintaining We 
s us taining systems of the biosphere, 

Affirming that the conservation of biolOgical diversity is a common concern of humankind, 

Reaffimling that States have sovereign rights over their own biological resources, 

Reaffirming also that Slates are responsible for conserving their biolOgical diversity and for using 
their biological resources in a sustainable manner, 

Concerned that biological diversity is being significantly reduced by certain human activities, 

Aw are of the general lack of information and knowledge regarding biolOgical diversity and of 
the urgent need to d evelop scientific, technical and institutional capacities to provide the basic 
unde rstanding upon wh,ich to plan and implement appropriate measures, 

Noting tha t it is v ital to anticipale, prevent and attack the causes of significant reduc tion or loss 
of bio logical divers ity at source, 

Noting also tha t where there is a threat of significant reduction or loss of biological diversity, 
lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason fo r postponing measures to avoid 
or minimize such a threat, 

Noting fu rther that the fundamental requirem en t for the conservation of biolOgical diversity is 

the in-situ conservation of ecosystems and natural habitats and the maintenance and recovery of 
viable populations of species in their natu ral surro undings, 

Noting further that ex-situ measures, preferab ly in the country of origin, also have an tmportant 
role to p la y, 

Recognizing the close and traditional dependence of many indjgenous and local communities 
e mbody ing traditional lifesty les on biological resources, and the desirab ility of sharing 
equitably benefits arising fro m the use o f traditional knowledge, innovations and practices 
rele van t to the conservation o f biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components, 

Recognizing also the vital ro le tha t women p lay in the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity and affirming the need fo r the full pa rticipa tion of wome n at all levels of 
policy-making and implementation fo r biolOgical diversity conservation, 
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Stressing the importance of, and the need to promote, international, region al and global 
coopera tion among States and intergovernmental organizations and the non-governmental 
sector fo r the conservation of biological diversity and the sustaina ble use of its componen ts, 

Acknowledging that the provision of new and additional financia l resources and appropriate 
access to relevant technologies can be expected to make a substantia l difference in the world 's 
abili ty to address the loss of biological diversity, 

Acknowledging further tha t special provision is required to meet the needs of d eveloping 
coun tries, includin g the prOVision o f new and additional financial resources and ap p ropriate 
access to relevant technologies, 

Noting in this rega rd the special conditions of the least developed countries and small is land 
States, 

Acknowledging that substantial investments are required to conserve biolOgical diversity and 
that there is the expectation of a broad range of environmental, economic and social benefits 
from those investmen ts, . 

Recognizing that economic and social developmen t ami poverty eradication a re the first and 
overriding priorities o f develop ing countries, 

Aware that conserva tion and sustainable use of b iological diversity is of critical importance for 
m eeting the food, h ealth and other needs of the growing world p opulation, for which p urpose 
access to and sharing of both genetic resources and technologies are essential, 

Noting that, ultimately, the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity will 
strengthen friendly relations 'among States and contribute to peace for humankind, 

Desiring to enhance and complement existing international arrangements for the conservation of 
biological d iversity and sustainable use of its components, and 

Determined to conserve and sustainably use biolOgical diversity for the benefit of present and 
future generations, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 

1 

OB}EcrrvES 

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance w ith its relevant p rovisions, are 
the conservation of biolOgical diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fa ir and 
eqUitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the u tilization of genetic resources, includin g by 
appropriate access to genetic resources and by ap p ropriate transfer of relevant technologies, 
taking into account all rights over th ose resources and to technolOgies, and by appropriate 
fundin g. 
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Article 

2 

USE OF TERMS 

For the purposes of this Convention: 

"Biological diversity" m eans the variability among living organisms from all SOUIces including, 
inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecologica l complexes of 
which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. 

"Biological resources" includes genetic resources, organism s or parts thereof, populations, or any 
other biotic component of ecosystems w ith actual or potential use or value for humanity. 

"Biotechnology" means any technological app lication that uses biological systems, living 
organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or m odify products or processes for specific use. 

"Country oforigin of genetic resources" m eans the country which possesses those genetic 
resources in in-situ conditions. 

"Country providing genetic resources" means the country supplying genetic resources collected 
from in-situ SOUICes, including populations of both wild and domesticated species, or taken 
from ex-situ sources, which mayor may not have originated in that country. 

"Domesticated or cultivated species" means species in which the evolutionary process has been 
influenced by humans to meet their needs. 

"Ecosystem" means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and 
their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. 

"Ex-situ conservation" m eans the conservation of components of biological divers ity outside 
their natural h abitats. 
"Genetic material" means any material of plant, animaL microbial or other origin containing 
functional units of heredity. 

"Genetic resources" means genetic material of actual or potential value. 

"Habitat" means the place or type of site where an organism or popu lation narurally occurs. 

"In-situ conditions" means conditions where genetic resources exist within ecosystems and 
natural habitats, and, in the case of domesticated or cu ltivated species, in the surroundings 
where they have d eveloped their dis tinctive properties. 

"In-situ conservation" means the conservation of ecosystems and natural habita ts and the 
maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in their natural surroundings and, in 
the case of domesticated or cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed 
their dis tinctive p roperties. 
"Protected area" m eans a geographically defined area wbch is d esignated or regulated and 
managed to achieve specific conservation objectives . 
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"Regional economic integmtion organization" m eans an organization constituted by sovereign 
States of a given region, to which its member States have transferred competence in respect of 
matters governed by this Convention and which has been duly authoriz d, in accordance w ith 
its internal proced ures, to sign, ra tify, accept, approve or accede to it. 

"Sustainable use" means the use of components of biological diversity in a way and at a rate tha t 
does not lead to the long-term decline of biological diversity, thereby m ain taining its poten tial 
to meet the needs and aspirations of present and futu re generations. 

"Technology" includes biotechnology. 

Article 

3 

PRINCIPLE 

States have, in accordance w ith the Charter of the United Nations and the p rinciples of 
intemationallaw, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own 
environmental policies, and the responsibility to enSUIe that activ ities within their jurisdiction 
or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits 
of national jurisdiction. 

Article 

4 

JURISDICTIONAL SCOPE 

Subjec t to the righ ts of other States, cmd except as otherwise expressly provided in this 
Convention, the provisions of this Convention apply, in relation to each C on tracting Party: 

(a) In the case of components of biological diversity, in areas wi thin the limits of its n ational 

jurisdiction; and 


(b) In the case of processes and activities, regardless of where their effects occur, carried out 

under its jurisdiction or con trol, w ithin the area of its national jurisdic tion or beyond the 

limits of nationa l jurisdiction. 


Article 

5 

COOPERATION 

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, cooperate with other 
Contracting Parties, directly or, where appropria te, through competent international 
organizations, in respect of areas beyond na tional jurisdiction and on other matters of mutual 
interest, for the conservation and sustainable use of biological d iverSity . 
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Article 

6 

G ENERAL MEASURES FOR CONSERVATION AND 


SUSTAINABLE USE 


Each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with its particular conditions and capabilities: 

(a) Develop national strategies, plans or programmes for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological d iversity or adapt for this purpose existing strategies, plans or programmes which 
shall reflect, inter alia, the measures set out in this Convention relevant to the Contracting 
Party concerned; and 

(b) Integrate, as far as p ossible and as a ppropriate, the conserva tion and sustainable use of 
biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programm es and poliCies. 

Article 

7 

IDENTIFICATION AND MONITO RING 

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as approp riate, in particular for the 
p urposes of Articles 8 to 10: 

(a) Identify components of biological diversity important for its conservation and sustainable 
use having regard to the indicative list of categories set down in Annex 1; 

(b) Monitor, through sampling and other techniques, the components of biological diversity 
identified pursuant to subparagraph (a) above, paying particu lar attention to those requiring 
urgent conservation measures and those which offer the greatest potential fo r sustainable 
use; 

(c ) Identify processes and categories of activities which have or are likely to have significant 
adverse impacts on the conservation and s ustainable use of biological d ivers ity, and monitor 
their effects through sampling and other techniques; and 

(d) Maintain and organ ize, by any mechanism data, derived from identification and monitoring 
activitie s pursuant to subparagra phs (a), (b) and (c) above. 

Article 

8 

IN-SITU CONSERV A nON 

Each Contracting Par ty shaU, as far as possible and as approp riate: 

(a) Establish a system of p ro tec ted areas or areas where special measures need to be taken to 
conserve biological diversity; 
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(b) Develop, where necessary, guidelines for the selection, es tablishment and management of 
protected areas or areas where speciaJ measures need to be taken to conserve biological 
diversi ty; 

(c) Regulate or manage biological resources important for the conservation of biological 
diversity whether within or outside protected areas, with a view to ensuring their 
conservation and sustainable use; 

(d) Promote the protection of ecosys tems, natural habitats and the maintenance of viable 
popula tions of species in natural surround ings; 

(e) Promote environ mentally sOlUld and sustainable development in areas adjacent to protected 
areas w ith a view to furthering protection of these areas; 

(f) 	Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystems and prom ote the recovery of threatened 
species, inter alia, through the development and implementation of plans or other 
management strategies; 

(g) Establish or maintain means to regulate, manage or control the risks associated w ith the use 
and release of living modified organisms resulting from biotechnology which are likely to 
have adverse environmental impacts that could affect the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity, taking also into account the risks to human health; 

(h)Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten 
ecosystems, habitats or species; 

(i) Endeavour to prOVide the conditions needed for compatibility between present uses and the 
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its com ponents; 

U) 	Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowled ge, innova tions 
and practices of indigen~us and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant 
fo r the conserva tion and sustainable use of biologica l d iversity and p rom ote their w ider 
application with the approval and involvement of the h olders of such knowledge, 
innovations and practices and encourage the eqUitable sharing of the benefi ts arising from 
the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices; 

(k) Develop or maintain necessary legislation and! or other regulatory provisions for the 

p rotection of threatened species and populations; 


(\) 	Where a significant adverse effect on biological diversity has been determined pursuant to 

Article 7, regulate or manage the relevant processes and categories of activities; and 


(m)Cooperate in proViding financ ial and other support for in-situ conservation ou tlined in 

subparagraphs (a) to (I) above, particularly to developing countries. 
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Article 

9 

EX-SITU CONSERV A nON 

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, and predominantly for the 
p urpose of complementing in-situ measures: 

(a) Adopt m easures for the ex-situ conservation of components of biolOgical diversity, 
preferably in the co untry of origin of such components; 

(b) Establish and ma intain facilities for ex-situ conservation of and research on plants, animals 
and micro- organism s, preferably in the country of origin of genetic resources; 

(c) Adopt m easures for the recovery and rehabili tation of threatened species and for their 
reintroduction into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions; 

(d) Regula te and manage collection of biological resources from natural habitats fo r ex-situ 
conservation purposes so as not to threaten eCosystems and in-situ populations of species, 
except w here special temporary ex-situ measures are required under subparagraph (c) above; 
and 

(e) C ooperate in providing financial and other support for ex-situ conservation outlined in . 
subparagraphs (a) to (d ) above and in the establishment and maintenance of ex-situ 
conservation facilities in developing countries. 

Article 

10 

SUSTAINABLE USE OF COMPONENTS OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate: 

(a) Integrate consideration of the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources into 
national decision-making; 

(b) Ado pt measures relating to the use of biological resources to avoid or minimize adverse 
impacts on biological divers ity; 

(c) Protect and encourage customary use of biolOgical resources in accordance with trad itional 
cultural p ractices that are compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements; 

(d)Support local populations to develop and implement remedial action in degraded areas 
where biological diversity has been reduced; and 

(e) Encourage coopera tion between its governmental authorities and its p rivate sec tor in 
developing methods fo r sus tainable use of biological resources. 
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Article 

11 

INCENTIVE MEASURES 

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, adopt economically and 
socially sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of 
components of biological diversity. 

Article 

12 

RESEAROI AND TRAINING 

The Contracting Parties, taking into account the special needs of d eveloping countries, shall: 

(a) Establish and maintain programmes for scientific and technical education and training in 
measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of biolOgical diversity and 
its componellts and provide support for such education and training for the specific needs of 
d eveloping countries; 

(b) Promote and encourage research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use 
of biolOgical diversity, particularly in developing countries, inler alia, in accordance with 
decisions of the Conference of the Parties taken in consequence of recommendations of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; and 

(c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 18 and 20, promote and cooperate in the use of 
scientific advances in biological diversity research in developing methods for conserva tion 
and sustainable use of biological resources. 

Article 

13 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND AWARENESS 

The Contracting Parties shall: 

(a) Promote and encourage understanding of the importance of, and the measures requ ired for, 
the conservation of biological diversity, as w ell as its propaga tion through media, and the 
inclusion of these topics in educational programmes; and 

(b) Cooperate, as appropriate, with othe r States and international organizations in deve loping 
educational and public awareness programmes, with respect to conserva tion and sustainable 
use of biological diverSity. 
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Article 

14 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MINIMIZING ADVERSE IMPACTS 

1. Each Con tracting Party, as far as possible and as appropriate, shall: 

(a) In trod uce app ropriate procedures requiring environmental impact assessmen t of its 
proposed projects tha t are likely to have signihcant adverse effects on biological diversity 
w ith a view to avoiding or minimizing such effects and , where appropria te, allow for public 
participa tion in such p rocedures; 

(b)ln troduce app ropriate arrangements to e nsure that the environmental consequences of its 
programmes and policies that are likely to have significant ad verse impacts on b iological 
d iversity are duly taken into account; 

(c) Promote, on the basis of recip rocity, notification, exch ange of information and consultation 
on activities under their jurisdiction or control which are likely to significantly affect 
adversely the biological diversity of othe r States or areas beyond the limits of national 
jurisd iction, by encouraging the conclus ion of bilateral, regional or multilateral 
arrangements, as a pp ropria te; 

(d) ln the case of imminent or grave danger or damage, originating un der its jurisd iction or 
contro l, to biological diversity within the a rea under jurisdiction of other States or in areas 
beyond the limits of na tional jurisd iction, notify immed ia tely the potentially affected States 
of such danger or damage, as well as in itiate action to p revent or minimize such danger or 
damage; and 

(e) Promote national arrangements for emergency responses to activities or even ts, w h ether 
caused naturally or otherwise, w hich p resent a gra ve and imminent danger to biological 
d iversity and en courage international cooperation to supplement such nationa l efforts and, 
w here appropriate and agreed by the States or regional economic in tegration organizations 
conce rned, to establish joint contingency p lans. 

2. The Conference of the Par ties shall e xamine, on the basis of studies to be carried out, the issue 
of liabUity and redress, including resto ration and compensation, for damage to biological 
diversity, except where such liability is a purely internal matter. 

Article 

15 

ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES 

1. Recognizing the sovereign rights of States over the ir na tural resources, the authority to 
determine access to gene tic resources rests with the national governments and is subject to 
nahonallegisJatio n. 

2. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to create conditions to facili tate access to genetic 
resources for environme nta lly sound uses by other Contracting Parties and no t to impose 
rest rictions that run coun te r to the objectives of this Convention. 
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3. For the purpose of this Convention, the genetic resources being provided by a Contracting 
Party, as referred to in this Article and Articles 16 and 19, are only those that are p rovided by 
Contracting Parties that a re countries of origin of such resources or by the Parties tha t have 
acquired the genetic resources in accordance with this Convention. 

4. Access, where granted, shall be on m utually agreed terms and subject to the provisions of this 
Article. 

5. Access to genetic resources shall be subject to prior informed consent of the Contracting Party 
p roviding such resources, unless otherwise determined by tha t Party. 

6. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to develop and carry out scientific research based on 
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties with the full participation of, and 
where possible in, such Contracting Parties. 

7. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as 
appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 16 and 19 and, where necessary, through the 
financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21 with the aim of sharing in a fair and 
equitable way the results of research and development and the benefits arising from the 
commercial and other utilization of genetic resources w ith the Contracting Party providing such 
resources. Such sharing shall be upon mutua lly agreed terms. 

Article 

16 

ACCESS TO AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 

1. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technology includes biotechnology, and that both 
access to and transfer of technology a mong Contracting Parties are essential elements for the 
attainment of the objectives of this Convention, undertakes subjed to the prOvisions of this 
Article to provide and! or facilitate access fo r and transfer to other Contracting Parties of 
technologies that are relevant to the conserva tion and sustainable use of biolOgical diversity or 
make use of genetic resources and do not cause Significant damage to the envirorunent 

2. Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph] above to developing countries 
shall be provided and! or facilitated under fair and m ost favourable terms, including on 
concess ional and preferential terms where m utually agreed, and, where necessary, in 
accordance with the financ ial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21. In the case of 
te<::hnology subject to patents and othe r intellectual property rights, such access and transfer 
shall be provided on terms which recognize and are consisten t with the adequate and effec tive 
p rotection of intellectual p roperty rights. The applica tion of this paragraph shall be consistent 
with paragrap hs 3, 4 and 5 below. 

3. Each Contracting Party sha ll take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as 
appropriate, with the aim that Contracting Parties, in particular those that are developing 
coun tries, which provide genetic resources are prOVided access to and transfer of technology 
which makes use of th ose resources, on mutually agreed terms, including technology protected 
by pa tents and other intellectual property rights, where necessary, through the provisions of 
Articles 20 and 21 and in accordance with intemahonallaw and consistent with paragraphs 4 
and 5 below. 
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4. Each C ontracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as 
appropriate, with the aim tha t the priva te sector facilitates access to, Joint developmen t and 
transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above for the benefit of both governmental 
institu tions and the private sector of developing countries and in this regard shall abide by the 
obligations included in paragraphs I, 2 and 3 above. 

5. The Contracting Parties, recogn izing that patents and other intellectual p roperty rights may 
have an in fl uence on the implementation of this Convention, shall cooperate in this regard 
subject to nahonallegislation and intemationa llaw in order to ensure that such rights are 
supportive of and d o not run counter to its objectives. 

Article 

17 

EXCHANGE OF INFORMAnON 

1. The Contracting Parties shall fac ilitate the exchange of information, from all publicly 
available sources, relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biolOgical d iversity, taking 
into account the special needs of developing countries. 

2. Such exchange of in formation shall include exchange of results of technical, scientific and 
socio-economic research, as well as information on training and surveying p rogrammes, 
sp ecialized knowledge, indigenous and traditional .knowled ge as such and in combination with 
the technologies refe rred to in Article 16, paragraph 1. It shall also, where feasible, include 
repatriation of information. 

Article 

18 

TECHNICAL AND SOENnFIC COOPERAnON 

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and scientific coop ration in the 
field of conservation and sustainable use of biolOgical diversity, where necessary, through the 
appropriate international and national insti tutions. 

2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific cooperation with other 
Contracting Parties, in partic u lar developing countries, in implementing th is Convention, inteT 
alia, through the development a nd iJnplementation of national policies. In p romoting such 
coopera tion, special a ttention should be given to the development and s trengthening of national 
capabilities, by means of h uman resources development and institution building. 

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing­
house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation. 

4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national legisla tion and poticies, encourage 
and develop methods of coo peration for the development and use of technologies, including 
indigenous and traditional technologies, in p ursuance of the objec tives of this Conven tion. For 
this pu rpose, the Contrac ting Parties shall also promote cooperation in the training of personnel 
and exchange of experts. 
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5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the es tablishment of joint 
research programmes and joint ventures fo r the development of technologies relevant to the 
objectives of this Convention. 

Article 

19 

HANDLING OF BIOTECHNOLOGY AND 


DISTRIBUTION OF ITS BENEFITS 


1. Each Contrac ting Party shall take legislative, ad ministra tive or policy measures, as 
appropriate, to provide for the effective participation in biotechnological research activities by 
those Contracting Parties, especially developing countries, which provide the genetic resources 
for such research, and where feasible in such Contracting Parties. 

2. Each Contracting Party shall take all p racticable measures to promote and advance priority 
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties, especially developing countries, to 
the results and benefits arising from biotechnologies based upon genetic resources provided by 
those Contracting Parties. Such access shall be on m utually agreed terms. 

3. The Parties shall consider the need for and modalities of a p rotocol setting out appropriate 
procedures, including, in particular, advance informed agreement, in the field of the safe 
transfer, handling and use of any living modified organism resulting from biotechnology that 
may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of biolOgical diversity. 

4. Each Contracting Party ;;hall, directly or by requiring any natural or legal person under its 
jurisdiction prOViding the organisms referred to in paragraph 3 above, prOVide any available 
information about the use a...'1d safe ty regulations required by that Contracting Party in hand ling 
such organisms, as well as any available information on the potential adverse impact of the 
specific organisms concerned to the Contracting Party into which those organisms are to be 
introduced . 

Article 

20 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes to prOVide, in accordance with its capabilities, financial 
support and incentives in respect of those national ac tivities which are intended to achieve the 
objectives of this Convention, in accordance with its national plans, priorities and programmes. 

2. The developed country Parties shall provide new and additional financial resources to enable 
developing country Parties to meet the agreed full incremental costs to them of implementing 
measures which fulfil the obligations of this Convention and to benefit from its provisions and 
which costs are agreed between a developing country Party and the institutional structure 
referred to in Article 21 , in accordance with policy, stra tegy, programme priOri ties and 
eligibility criteria and an indicative list of incremental costs established by the Conference of the 
Parties. O ther Parties, including countries undergoing the process of transition to a market 
economy, may voluntarily assume the obligations of the developed country Pa rties. For the 
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purpose of this Article, the Conference of the Parties, shall a t its first meeting establish a list of 
d eveloped coun try Parties and other Parties which voluntarily assume the obligations of the 
developed country Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall periodically review and if 
necessary amend the list. Con tributions from other countries and sources on a voluntary basis 
would also be encouraged. The implementation of these commitmen ts shall take into account 
the need for adequacy, predictability and timely flow of funds and the importance of burden­
sharing among the contributing Parties includ ed in the list. 

3. The developed country Parties may also prOVide, and d eveloping country Parties avail 
themselves of, financial resources related to the implementation of this Convention through 
bilateral, regional and other multilate ral channels. 

4. The extent to which developing country Parties will effectively implement the ir commitments 
under this Convention will depen d on the effective implementation by de veloped country 
Parties of their commitments under this Convention related to financial resources and transfer 
of technology and will take fully into account the fact that economic and social development 
and eradication of p overty are the first and overriding priorities of the developing co untry 
Parties. 

5. The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and sp ecial s ituation of least 
developed countries in their actions with regard to fun d ing and transfer of technology. 

6. The Contrachng Parties shall also take into consideration the special conditions resulting 
from the dependencp on, ri ,<:; tribution and location of, b io logical iliv~c!)ity within developmg 
country Parties, in particular small island States. 

7. Consideration shall a,lso be given to the special s ituation of d eveloping countries, including 
those tha t are most environmentally vulnerable, such as those with arid and semi- arid zones, 
coastal and mountainous areas. 

Article 

21 

FINANCIAL MECHANISM 

1. There shall be a mechanis m for the provision of financial resources to developing country 
Parties fo r purposes of this Convention on a grant or concessional basis the eSsential elements of 
which are described in this Article. The mechanism shall function under the authority and 
guidance of, and be accountable 10, the Confe rence of the Parties fOT purposes of this 
Convention. The operations o f the mechanism shall be carried out by such institutional 
s tructure as may be decided upon by the Conference of the Parties at its first meeting. For 
purposes of this Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall determine the policy, strategy, 
programme priorities and eligibility criteria re lating to the access to and utilization of such 
resources. The on tributions shall be such as to take into account the need for predictability, 
adequacy and timely flow of funds referred to in Article 20 in accordance with the amount of 
resources needed to be decided period ically by the Conference of the Parties and the 
importance of burden-sharing among the contributing Parties included in the lis t re ferred to in 
Article 20, paragraph 2. Voluntary contributions may also be made by the developed country 
Parties and by other countries and sources. The mechanism shall operate within a democratic 
and transparent system of governance. 
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2. Pursuant to the objectives of this Convention, the Conference of the Pa rties shall at its first 
meetin g determine the policy, strategy and programme prio rities, as well as d etailed criteria 
and guidelines for eligibility for access to and utilization of the financial resources inclu ding 
monitoring and evaluation on a regular basis of such utilization . The Conference of the Parties 
shall decide on the arrangements to give effect to paragraph 1 above after consultation with the 
insti tu tional structure en trusted with the operation of the financial m echanism. 

3. The Conference of the Parties shall review the effectiveness of the mechanism established 
under this Article, including the criteria and guidelines referred to in paragraph 2 above, n ot 
less than two years after the entry into force of this Convention and thereafter on a regular 
basis . Based on such review , it shall take appropriate action to improve the effectiveness of the 
mechanism if necessary. 

4. The Contrac ting Parties shall conside r s trengthening existing financial institUtions to prOVide 
financial resources for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 

Article 

22 

RELATIONSlDP WITH ornER INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the rights and obligations of any 
Contracting Party deriving from any existing international agreement, except where the 
exercise of those rights and obligations would cause a serious damage or threat to biological 
diversity. 

2. Contracting Pa rties shall implement this Convention with respect to the marine environment 
consistently with the righ ts and obligations of States under the law of the sea. 

Article 

23 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

1. A Conference of the Parties is he reby established. The firs t meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties shall be convened by the Executive Director of the United Nations Enviro~ment 
Programme not la ter than one year after the entry into force of this Convention . Thereafter, 
ordinary meetings of the Conference'of the Parties shall be held at regular intervals to be 
determined by the Con ference at its first meeting. 

2. Extraordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties sha ll be held at such other tim es as 
may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any Party, prOVided 
that, within six months of the request being communicated to them by the Secretaria t, it is 
supported by at least one third of the Parties. 

3. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and ad opt rules of procedure for 
itself and for any subsidiary body it may establish, as well as financial rules governing the 
funding of the Secretariat. At each ordinary meeting, it shall adopt a budget for the financial 
period until the next ordinary meeting. 
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4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep unde r review the implementation of this 
Convention, and, fo r this purpose, shall: 

(a) Establish the fonn and the intervals for transmitting the information to be submitted in 
accordance with Article 26 and consider such information as w ell as reports submitted by 
any su bsidiary body; 

(b) Review scientific, technical and technological advice on biological cUversity p rovided in 
accordance with Article 25; 

(c) Consider and adopt, as required, protocols in accordance w ith Article 28; 

(d) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with Articles 29 and 30, amendments to this 
Convention and its annexes; 

(e) Consider amendments to any protocol, as well as to any annexes thereto, and, if so decided, 
recommend their ad option to the parties to the p rotocol concerned; 

(f) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with Article 30, additional annexes to this 
Convention; 

(g) Establish such subsidiary bodies, particularly to provide scien tific and technical advice, as 
are deemed necessary for the implementation of this Convention; 

(h)Contact, through the Secretariat, the executive bodies of conventions dealing w ith matters 
covered by this Convention with a view to establishing appropriate forms of cooperation 
with them; and 

(i) 	Consider and undertake any additional action that may be required for the achievement of 
the p urposes of this Convention in the light of experience gained in its operation. 

5. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the lnternational Atomic Energy Agency, as 
well as any State not Party to this Convention, may be represented as observers at meetings of 
the Conference of the Parties. Any other body or agency, whether governmenta l or non ­
governmental, qualified in fields relating to conserva tion and sustainable use of biolOgical 
diversity, which has informed the Secretariat of its wish to be represented as an observer at a 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties, may be admitted unless at least one th ird of the Parties 
present object. The admission and partic ipation of observers shall be subject to th rules of 
p rocedure adopted by the Con ference of the Parties. 

Article 

24 

SECRETARIAT 

1. A secreta riat is hereby established. Its functions shall be: 

(a) To arrange for and service meetings of the Conference of the Parties provided for in Article 
23; 
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(b)To perform the functions assigned to it by any protocol; 

(c) To prepare reports on the execu tion of its functions under this Convention and present them 
to the Conference of the Parties; 

(d)To coordinate with other relevant international bodies and, in particular to enter into s uch 
administrative and contractual arrangements as may be req uired for the effective discharge 
of its func tions; and 

(e) To perform such other functions as may be determined by the Conference of the Parties. 

2. At its first o rdinary meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall designate the secretariat from 
amongst those existing competent international organizations which have signified their 
willingness to carry out the secretariat functions under this Convention, 

Article 

25 

SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIHC, TECHNICAL AND TEOINOLOGlCAL 


ADVICE 


1. A subsidiary body for the provision of scientific, technical and technological advice is hereby 
established to p rOVide the Conference of the Parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary 
bodies with timely advice relating to the imp lementation of this Convention. 1ltis body shall be 
open to participation by all Parties and sha ll be m ultidisciplinary. It shall comprise government 
representatives competent In the relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly to the 
Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work. 

2. Under the authority of and in accordance with gl,lidelioes laid d own by the Conference of the 
Parties, and upon its request, this body shall: 

(a) Provide scientific and technical assessments of the status of biological diversity; 

(b) Prepare scientific and technical assessments of the effects of types of measures taken in 
accordance w ith the provisions of this Convention; 

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies and know -how relating to the 
conservation and sustainable use pf biological diversity and advise on the ways and means 
of promoting development and! ~r transferring such technologies; 

(d)Provide advice on scientific p rogrammes and international cooperation in research and 
development related to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; and 

(e) Respond to scien tific, technical, technological and methodological questions that the 
Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the body. 

3. The functions, terms of reference, organization and operation of this body may be further 
elaborated by the Conference of the Parties. 
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Article 

26 

REPORTS 

Each Contracting Party shall, at intervals to be determined by the Conference of the Parties, 
present to the Conference of the Parties, reports on measures which it has taken fo r the 
imp lementation of the provisions of this Convention and their effectiveness in meeting the 
objectives of this Convention . 

Article 

27 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

1. In the event of a dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or 
application of this Convention, the parties concerned shall seek solution by negotiation. 

2. If the parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiation, they may jointly seek the 
good offices of, or request m ediation by, a third party. 

3. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or at any time 
thereafter, a State or regional economic integration organization may declare in writing to the 
Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 or paragraph 2 
above, it accepts one or both of the follOWing means of dispute settlement as compulsory: 

(a) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure la id down in Part 1 of Annex II; 

(b)Submission of the dispute to the International Court o f Justice. 

4. If the parties to the d isp ute have not, in accordance with paragraph 3 above, accepted the 
same or any procedure, the dispute shall be submitted to conciliation in accordance w ith Pa rt 2 
of Annex II unless the parties otherwise agree. 

5. The provisions of this Article shall apply with respect to any protocol except as otherwise 
provided in the protocol concerned. 

Article 

28 

ADOPTION OF PROTOCOLS 

1. The Contrac ting Parties shall coopera te in the formula tion and adoption of protocols to this 
Convention. 

2. Protocols shall be adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
3. The text of any prop osed protocol shall be communicated to the Contracting Parties by the 
Secretariat at least six months before such a meeting. 
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Article 

29 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION OR PROTOCOLS 

1. Amendments to this Convention may be proposed by any Contracting Party. Amendments to 
any protocol may be proposed by any Party to that protocoL 

2. Amendments to th is Convention shall be adopted at a meeting of the C onference of the 
Parties. Amendments to any protocol shall be adopted at a m eeting of the Parties to the Protocol 
in question. The text of any proposed amendment to this Convention or to any protoco l, except 
as may otherwise be provided in such p rotocol, shall be communicated to the Parties to the 
instrument in question by the secretariat at least six months before the meeting at which it is 
p roposed for adoption. The secretariat shall also communicate proposed amendments to the 
signatories to this Convention for infonnation. 

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any proposed amendment to this 
Convention or to any protocol by consensus. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, 
and no agreement reached, the amendment shall as a last resort be adopted by a two-third 
m ajority vote of the Parties to the instrwnent in question p resent and voting at the meeting, and 
shall be submitted by the Depositary to all Parties for ra tification, acceptance or approval. 

4. Ratification, acceptance or a pproval of amendments shall be notified to the Depositary in 
writing. Amendments adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 above shall enter into force 
among Parties haVing accepted them on th e ninetieth day after the deposit of instruments of 
ratification, acceptance or approval by a t least two thirds of the Contracting Parties to this 
Convention or of the Parties to the protocol concerned, excep t as may otherwise be prOVided in 
such protocoL Thereafter the amendments shall enter into force for any other Party on the 
ninetieth day after that Party deposits its instrument of ratifica tion, acceptance or approval of 
the amendments. 

5. For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and vo ting" means Parties present and 
casting an affirmative or negative vote. 

Article 

30 

ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES 

L The annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall fonn an integral part of the 
Convention or of such protocot as the case may be, and, unless expressly prOVided otherwise, a 
reference to this Convention or its protocols constitutes at the same time a reference to any 
annexes thereto. Such annexes shall be restricted to proceduraC scientific, technical and 
adminis trative matters. 

2. Except as may be otherwise provided in any protocol with respect to its annexes, the 
follO Wing procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of additional 
annexes to this Convention or of annexes to any protocol: 
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(a) Annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall b€ proposed and adopted according to 
th p rocedure laid down in Article 29; 

(b) Any Party tha t is unable to approve an addi honal annex to this Convention or an annex to 
any protocol to which it is Party shall so notify the Depositary, in writing, with in one year 
fro m the date of the communication of the adophon by the Depositary. The Depositary shall 
without delay notify all Parties of any such notification received. A Party may at any time 
withdraw a p revious declara tion of objection and the annexes shall thereupon enter into 
force for that Party subject to subparagraph (c) below; 

(c) 	On the expiry of one year from the date of the communication of the adop tion by the 
Depositary, the annex shall enter in to force for all Parties to this Conven tion or to any 
protocol concerned which have not submitted a notification in accordance w ith the 
prOvisions of subparagraph (b) above. 

3. The proposal, adoption and en tTy into force of amendments to annexes to this Convention or 
to any protocol shall be su bject to the same procedure as for the proposal, rlclorhon and entry 
into force of annexes to the Convention or annexes to any protocoL 

4. If an additional annex or an amend ment to an annex is related to an amendment to th is 
Convention or to any protocol, the additional a nnex or amendment shall not enter into force 
until such time as the amendment to the Convention or to the protocol concerned enters mto 
force. 

Article 

31 

RIGHT TO VOTE 

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2 below, each Con tTactin g Party to this Convention or to 
any p rotocol shall have one vote. 

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters w ithin their competence, shall 
exercise their righ t to vote w ith a n umber of votes equa l to the number of their member States 
which are ContTacting Parties to this Convention or the relevant p rotocoL Such organizations 
shall not exercise their right to vote if their member States exercise theirs, and vice versa. 

Article 

32 

RELATIONSIDP BETWEEN TIllS CONVENTION 


AND ITS PROTOCOLS 


1. A State or a regional economic integration organizahon may not become a Party to a p ro tocol 
unless it is, or becomes at the same t-ime, a Contracting Party to this Convention. 

2. Decisions under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties to the protocol concerned. 
Any ContTacting Party that has not ratified, accepted or approved a p rotocol may participate as 
an observer in any meeting of the parties to that protocoL 
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Article 

33 

SIGNATURE 

This Convention shall be open for signature at Rio de Janeiro by all States and any regional 
economjc in tegration organiza tion from 5 June 1992 un til 14 June 1992, and at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York from 15 June 1992 to 4 June 1993. 

Article 

34 

RA11FICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL 

1. This Con vention and any protocol shall be subject to ra tification, accep tance or a pproval by 
States and by regional economic integration organiza tions. ins truments of ratification, 
accep tance or approval shall be deposited with the Depositary. 

2. Any organization re ferred to in paragraph 1 above which becomes a Contracting Pa rty to th is 
Convention o r any protocol without any of its mem ber States being a Contrac tin g Party shall be 
bound by all the obliga tions under the Convention or the p rotocol, as the case may be. In the 
case of such organizations, one or m ore of w hose m ember Sta tes is a Con tracting Party to this 
Convention or relevant protocol, the organization an d its member States shall decide on their 
respective responsibilities fo r the ~rformance of their obligations under the C onvention or 
p rotocol, as the case may be. In suc~ cases, the organiza tion and the member States shall not be 
entitled to exercise rights under the Convention or relevant protocol concurren tly. 

. --­
3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval, the organizations referred to in 
paragra ph 1 above shall declare the extent of their competence with respect to the ma tters 
governed by the Convention or the relevant p rotocol. These organizations sha ll also inform the 
Depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of their competence. 

Article 

35 

ACCESSION 

1. This Conven tion and any protocol shall be open for accession by States and by 
regional economic integra tion organizations fro m the date on w hich the Convention or the 
protocol concerned is closed for signature. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with 
the Depositary . 

2. In the ir instruments of accession, the organizations referred to in paragraph 1 above shall 
declare the extent of their com petence with respect to the matters governed by the Convention 
or the relevant protocol. These organizations shall also inform the Depositary of any relevant 
modification in the extent of their competence. 

3. The p rovisions of Article 34, paragraph 2, shall apply to regional economic integra tion 
organ ization s w h ich accede to this Conven tion or any proto~ol. 
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Article 

36 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

I. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the 
thirtieth instrument of ratifica tion, acceptance, approval or accession. 

2 Any protocol shall enter into fo rce on the ninetieth day after the d ate of deposit of the 
n umber of instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, specified in that 
protocol, has been d eposited. 

3. For each Contracting Party which ratifies, accepts or approves this Conven tion or accedes 
thereto after the deposit of the thiJtieth instrument of ra bfication, acceptance, approval o r 
accession, it shall e n ter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposi t by such 
Contracting Party of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

4. Any protocol, except as otherwise provided in such p rotocol, shall enter into force for a 
Contracting Party that ratifies, accepts or approves that protocol or accedes thereto after its 
entry in to force pursuant to paragraph 2 above, on the n ine tieth day after the date on which that 
Contracting Party d eposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, a pproval or access ion, or 
on the date on w hich this Convention enters into force for that Contracting Party, w hichever 
shall be the later. 

5. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 above, any instrument deposited by a regional 
economic in tegration organization shall not be counted as additional to those deposited by 
member States of such organization. 

Article 

37 

RESERVATIONS 

No reservations may be-made to this Convention. 

Article 

38 

WITHDRAWALS 

1. At any time after two years from the date on which this Convention has entered in to fo rce for 
a Contracting Party, that C ontracting Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving 
written no tification to the Depositary. 

2. Any such withdrawal shall take place upon expiry of one year after the d ate of its receipt by 
the Depositary, or on such later da te as may be specified in the notification of the withdrawal. 

3. Any Contracting Party w hich withdraws from this Convention shall be considered as a lso 
having w ithdrawn from any protocol to which it is party. 
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Article 

39 

FINANCIAL INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS 

Provided that it has been fully restructured in accordance with the requi.rements of Article 21, 
the Global Environment Facility of the United Nations Development Programme, the United 
Nations Environ ment Programme and the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development shall be the ins titutional structure referred to in Article 21 on an interim basis, for 
the period between the entry into force of this Convention and the first meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties or until the Conference of the Parties decides which ins titutional 
structure will be designated in accordance wj th Article 21. 

Article 

40 

SECRETARIAT INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS 

The secretar iat to be provided by the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme shall be the secretariat referred to in Article 24, paragraph 2, on an 
interim basis fo r the period between the entry into force of this Convention and the fust 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

Article 

41 

DEPOSITARY 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall assume the functions of Depositary of this 
Convention and any protocols. 

Article 

42 

AUTHENTIC TEXTS 

The origina l of this C onven tion, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally au thentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary- General of the United 
Na tions. 

IN WITNESS WH EREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect, have 
signed this Convention. 

Done a t Rio de Janeiro on this fifth day of June, one thousand nine h undred and 
ninety- two. 
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ANNEX I 

IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING 

1. Ecosystems and habitats: containing high diversity, large numbers of endemic or threatened 
species, or w ilderness; required by migratory species; of social, economic, cultural o r scientific 
importance; or, which are representative, unique or associa ted with key evolutiona ry or other 
biological p rocesses; 

2. Species and communities which a re: th reatened; wild relatives of domesticated or cultiva ted 
species; of medicinal, agricultural or other economic value; or social, scien tific or cultural 
importance; or imp ortance for research into the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diverSity, such as indicator species; and 

3. Described genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance. 

Part 1 

ARBITRATION 

Article 1 

The claimant p arty shall notify the secretariat that the parties are referring a d ispu te to 
arbitration pursuant to Article 27. The notification shall s tate the s ubject-matter of arbitration 
and include, in particular, the articles of the Convention or the p rotocol, the interpretation o r 
application of w h ich are a t issue. If the parties do not agree on the subject matter of the d isp ute 
before the President of the tribunal is designated, the arbitral tribunal shall determine the 
subject matter. The secretariat shall forward the information thus received to all Contracting 
Parties to this Convention or to the protocol concerned. 

Article 2 

1. In disputes between two parties, the arbitral tribunal shall cons is t of three mem bers. Each of 
the parties to the dispute sha ll appoint an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appointed shall 
designate by common agreement the third arbitrator who shall be the Presiden t of the tribunaL 
The latter shall not be a na tional of one of the parties to the dispute, nor have his or her usual 
p lace of residence in the territory of one of these parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor 
have dealt with the case in any other capacity. . 

2. In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the same interest shall appoint one 
arbitrator jointly by agreement. 

3. Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed for the initial appointment. 
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Part 2 

CONCILIATION 

Article 1 

A conciliation commission shall be created upon the request of one of the parties to the dispute. 
The commission shall, unless the parties otherwise agree, be composed of five members, two 
appointed by each Party concerned and a President chosen jointly by those members. 

Article 2 

In disputes between more than two parties, parnes in the same interest shall appoint their 
members of the commission jointly be agreement. Where two or more parties haye separate 
interests or there is a disagreement as to w hether they are of the same interest, they sha ll 
appoint their members separately. 

Article 3 

If any appointments by the parties are not made w ithin two months of the date of the request to 
create a conciliation commission, the Secreta ry-Genera l of the United Na tions sha ll, if asked to 
do so by the party that made the request, make those appointments within a further two-month 
period. 

Article 4 

If a President of the conciliation commission has not been ch osen within two m onths of the last 
of the members of the commission being appointed, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations shall, if asked to do so by a party, designate a President within a further two-mon th 
period. 

Article 5 

The conciliation commission shall take its decisions by majority vote of its members , It shall, 
unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree, determine its own p roced ure. It shall render a 
proposal fo r resolution of the dispute, which the parties shall consider in good faith. 

Article 6 

A disagreement as to whether the conciliation commission has competence shall be decided by 
the commission. 
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SOllth African National Parks 

Vision I Mission I Transformation Mission 


Values I Trans formation Statement 


Vision 

The vision of the South African National Parks is that national parks \vil1 be the pride andjoy of 
all South Africans. 

lYlission 

The miss ion of the South African National Parks is to acquire and manage a sys tem of national 
parks that represent the indigenous wildlife, vegetation, landscapes and significant cultural assets 

of South Africa for the pride and benefi t 0 f the nation. 

T ransformation lYIission 

The transfonnation mission of the South African National Parks is to transform an established 
system for managing the natural environment to one which encompasses cultural resources, and 

which engages all sections of the community. 

Values 

We will: 
• 	 demonstrate a ftml commitment to the transformation process in both organisational 

development and our relations with extern"l stakeholders. 
• 	 have respect for all individuals, recognising different value systems and promoting social 

equity. 
• 	 co-operate and share information within and outside the organisation for mutual benefit. 
• 	 be honest and sincere in oUI dealings within and outside the organisation. 
• 	 be motivated, enthusiastic, responsible and professional in oUI work. 
• 	 provide a high quality service to all our clients. 
• 	 maintain a culture of transparency through openness, good communication internal!.y and 

externally, and through involvement of our stakeholders. 
• 	 uphold environmental ethics in relation to conservation and presentation of natural and 

cultural resources. 
• 	 value individual initiative in rrrrtking contributions to the organisation. 
• 	 be dynamic in responding to the changing envirorunent and community needs . 

Transformation Statement 

South African National Parks (SANP) is striving to transfer power and contro l of resources from 
the minority that had been appointed and privileged by an undemocratic system, to the majority 

Source: 	 South African National Parks. Available at http:/www.parks-sa.co.za 
(5 October 1999). 
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