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BYLAES 
 

 
 
Opdrag aan mevrou Issie Kriegler om op 18 Desember 1900 Heidelberg te 
verlaat en per trein na Pietermaritzburg (konsentrasiekamp op Howick) te 
vertrek. 
         (Dr. C.C. Momberg)  
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Voorbeelde van passe wat gedurende die Britse besetting van Heidelberg aan 
die inwoners uitgereik is.      (Dr. C.C. Momberg) 
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  Heidelberg en die konsentrasiekamp op die agtergrond  (Dr. C.C. Momberg) 
 

 
 

   Heidelberg konsentrasiekamp, 1901   (Dr. C.C. Momberg) 
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Voor– en rugkant van rantsoenkaart uitgereik deur die Burgher Camps Department 
tydens die hervestiging van die Heidelbergse kampinwoners  (F,M, von N. Hansen) 
 

 
Poskaart gedateer 12.07.1902. Gestuur vanaf swart konsentrasiekamp op Heidelberg. 

(Brig.genl. (dr.) H.J.G. Kamffer) 
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SAMEVATTING 
 
Die Britse owerheid en die burgerlike bevolking van Heidelberg, Transvaal, 

gedurende die Anglo-Boereoorlog 
 

deur 
 

Willem Jacobus Pretorius 
 
Promotor: Prof. Fransjohan Pretorius 
Medepromotor: Dr. J.E.H. Grobler 
Departement: Historiese en Erfenisstudies 
D.Phil.-proefskrif  
 
Op 23 Junie 1900 het die Britse troepe Heidelberg beset. Die rustige bestaan het 
vir spanning onder die burgerlikes en agterdog teenoor die Britse militêre 
owerheid plek gemaak. Inwoners soos ds. A.J. Louw, wat geweier het om die 
Eed van Neutraliteit te teken, is onverwyld uit die dorp verban. Vroue soos Issie 
Kriegler en Cassie O’Reilly, wat met hulle uitgesprokenheid die gramskap van 
die Britte ontketen het, is saam met hulle gesinne na die konsentrasiekamp by 
Merebank in Natal gestuur. Aangesien die beëindiging van die oorlog vir die 
Britse owerheid belangrik was, het distrikskommissaris J.M. Vallentin 
Heidelbergse wapenneerlêers gebruik om die burgers tot oorgawe te oorreed en 
voorstelle vir die bereiking van vrede aan die hand te doen. 
 
As deel van die verskroeide aarde-beleid is Boerevroue en kinders wat sonder 
heenkome was, na die blanke konsentrasiekamp op Heidelberg geneem, waar 
hulle getalle mettertyd tot ongeveer 2 000 aangegroei het. 
 
Die Heidelbergse kampowerhede het die aankomelinge van tente voorsien terwyl 
higiëniese maatreëls en mediese dienste vir liggaamlike welsyn ingestel is. 
Siektes het uitgebreek.  Die pogings van die Britse medici om die sterftesyfer met 
Westerse medikasie en voorskrifte vir beter voeding aan kinders te verlaag, het 
allesbehalwe seepglad verloop onder meer vanweë die Boerevroue se wantroue 
in hulle. 
 
Voor die Anglo-Boereoorlog was die gemeentelike lewe besonder aktief. Met die 
Britse oorname het eredienste, bediening van die doop en katkisasie in die 
susterskerke op Heidelberg op 'n gereelde grondslag voortgegaan. 
Godsdiensoefening in die konsentrasiekamp is ook nie agterweë gelaat nie. 
Fasiliteite is vir die gemeentelike aktiwiteite van die drie susterskerke beskikbaar 
gestel. Ook het die Britse kerke op Heidelberg, die St. Ninian’s Anglican Church 
en die Wesleyan Methodist Church, ‘n bloeitydperk beleef, terwyl die Berlynse 
Sendinggenootskap sy werksaamhede gestaak het. Teen 1902 is die 
kampinwoners toegelaat om dienste in hulle gemeentes op die dorp by te woon.  
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Onderwys het met die Britse besetting ‘n nuwe tydvak betree. Die kampskool het 
saam met die skoolgeldheffende skole en die “free schools” op die dorp daartoe 
bygedra om die grondslag vir ‘n Britse onderwysstelsel in Transvaal te lê. 
Ingevoerde Britse onderwysers het nuwe wêrelde vir die kampkinders ontsluit, 
wat hulle tot verdere intellektuele ontwikkeling sou aanspoor. Die kampskole, 
waarby ook volwassenes gebaat het, was ‘n ligpunt in die bestaan van die 
konsentrasiekampe. 
 
Tot onlangs was min oor die swart konsentrasiekampe in die Heidelbergdistrik 
bekend. Toestande in hierdie kampe het na hulle oorname deur die Departement 
van Naturellevlugtelinge in Junie 1901 verbeter. Swartes is deur die leër en 
privaat huishoudings in diens geneem. Sommige was selfversorgend deurdat 
hulle mielies en ander gewasse produseer het. Die swart kamp op Heidelberg se 
sterftesyfer was laag. Dit is waarskynlik aan die goeie werk van die mediese 
offisier, ene Stewart, te danke. 
 
Hervestiging van blanke en swart kampinwoners het na afloop van die oorlog in 
Mei 1902 gevolg. Met Britse hulp en danksy rantsoene wat aan hulle uitgereik is, 
kon hulle huiswaarts keer. Dit blyk dat Heidelberg se blanke konsentrasiekamp 
relatief goed bestuur is en vanweë sy lae sterftesyfer onder die beter kampe tel. 
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SYNOPSIS 
 
The British authorities and the civilian inhabitants of Heidelberg, Transvaal,  
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            by 
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Co-promoter: Dr. J.E.H. Grobler 
Department of Historical and Heritage Studies 
D.Phil. thesis 
 
 
On 23 June 1900, the British troops occupied Heidelberg. The serene life there 
was replaced by tension among the civilians and suspiciousness towards the 
British military authorities. Inhabitants such as the Rev. A.J. Louw, who refused 
to sign the Oath of Neutrality, were immediately banned from the town. Women 
such as Issie Kriegler en Cassie O’Reilly, whose outspokenness infuriated the 
British, were sent with their families to the concentration camp at Merebank in 
Natal. Since it was important to the British authorities that the war should end, 
District Commissioner J.M. Vallentin used Heidelberg men who had laid down 
their arms to persuade the burghers to surrender and to make proposals for the 
termination of hostilities. 
 
As part of the scorched-earth policy, homeless Boer women and children were 
taken to the concentration camp for whites at Heidelberg, where their numbers 
gradually increased to approximately 2 000. 
 
The Heidelberg camp authorities provided the arrivals with tents and established 
measures for hygiene and medical services for their physical wellbeing. Diseases 
broke out. The British authorities’ attempts to lower the mortality rate with 
Western medication and prescriptions for better nutrition were fruitless, due to 
the Boer women’s distrust. 
 
Before the Anglo-Boer War, congregational life had been very active. After the 
British occupation, church services, baptism and catechism continued on a 
regular basis at the three sister churches in Heidelberg. Religious exercises in 
the concentration camp were also not neglected. Facilities were made available 
for the congregational activities of the sister churches. The English churches in 
Heidelberg, the St. Ninian’s Anglican Church and the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, experienced a period of growth, while the Berlin Mission closed its 
doors. By 1902, the inhabitants of the camp were permitted to attend the services 
of their congregations in the town. 
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With the British occupation, education entered a new era. The camp school, with 
the schools that charged school fees and the “free schools” in Heidelberg, 
contributed to laying the foundation for a British educational system in the 
Transvaal. Imported British teachers opened new worlds to the camp children, 
which would encourage further intellectual development. The camp schools, from 
which adults benefited, as well, was a redeeming feature in the existence of the 
concentration camps.  
 
Until recently, little had been known about the black concentration camps in the 
Heidelberg district. The conditions in those camps improved after their 
manangement had been taken over by the Department of Native Refugees in 
June 1901. Blacks were employed by the army and private households. Some of 
them were self-sufficient, since they produced maize and other crops. The 
mortality rate in the black camp at Heidelberg was low, probably thanks to the 
good work of Stewart, the medical officer. 
 
The relocation of the white and black inhabitants of the camps followed after the 
war, in May 1902. Thanks to the assistance of the British and the rations that had 
been issued to them, they could start going home. It appears that the white 
concentration camp at Heidelberg was managed reasonably well and that, due to 
its low mortality rate, it was one of the better camps. 
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