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ABSTRACT

TITLE OF DISSERTATION: Rural Tourism Development Strategy with special emphasis on
the Limpopo Province of South Africa

By Matfunzwaini Aluoneswi Elvis

STUDY SUPEEVISOR: Prof. ML Hugo
DEPARTMENT: Geography
DEGREE: MSc (ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY)

This study is about the Rural Tourism Development Strategy as a means to a co-ordinated.
integrated and sustainable tourism in rural areas for the enhancement of the quality of life and
tourists satisfaction. The empirical domain includes a critical analysis of the South African
Tourism Strategy from a Rural Tourism perspective in comparison with International Renowned
Rural Tourism Strategies. The research therefore adopts a comparative approach and is structured

by pre-determined objectives.

Theoretical discussions and research survey have been employed to achieve the research aim and
to answer the research question. The research examines the potential of Rural Tourism in the
Limpopo Province, presents National and Provincial Tourism Strategies, the Australian Rural
Tourism Strategy, rural tourism participants and key issues that are crucial for Rural Tourism
success. The conceptual analysis concludes that Rural Tourism is an internationally recognised
unique tourism brand and that the Limpopo Province is rich in rural tourism resources. However,

the Province lacks a co-ordinated and integrated Rural Tourism Development Strategy.

Key issues and participants in rural tourism have been suggested. These issues form the
guidelines for a Rural Tourism Development Strategy. The issues are: 1) Rural Product and
Enterprise Development, 2) Accreditation and Industry standards, 3) Education and Training, 4)
Marketing and Marketing Analysis, 5) Industry and Community leadership, 6) Transport and

Infrastructure, 7) Provincial and Local government, 8) Policy and Support strategies. The
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proposed guidelines for a rural tourism development strategy are seen as a universal framework
dependent on, and influenced by the context and environment in which the framework is applied.
The proposed guidelines can contribute to tourism development in rural areas and enrich the
personal rural tourists' satisfaction, contribute to the protection of both the cultural and natural
tourism resources on which rural tourism depends, integrate nature-based and cultural tourism
activities, stimulate sustainable resource use and spread tourism economic, social and

environmental benefits to rural areas where it matters most.
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