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CONCLUSION

When the ANC and the SACP created Umkhonto we Sizwe in 1961 to take
up arms against the State for the attainment of basic political
rights, few people could have imagined that the predictions made by
the British Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, in Cape Town on 3
February 1960, would become a reality in less than thirty years.
What he told Parliament and the world at large on that day was that
"the wind of.change‘ was blowing throughout the African continent and
“whether we like it or not this growth of national consciousness is a
political fact. We must all accept it as a fact and our national
policies must take account of it."¢%?

To the 1leaders of the South African government and to most White
South Africans at the time Macmillan was not seen as a visionary but
rather as a British politician interfering in South Africa’s internal
affairs. For the government of Dr H.F. Verwoerd, with its strong
belief in raclal segregation and White domination, to accept the
possibility of White Afrikaner nationalism capitulating to African
nationalise was inconceivable. To Verwoerd, Black, but particularly
African, political aspirations had no future in a South Africa under
White rule. Por anyone to suggest otherwise or to promote Black
political rights, in a multi-racial democracy, particularly through
extra-Parliamentary means, was to attack government policy and the
right of Whites to rule. Thus any demand by Blacks for equal
political rights, with Whites, in a unitary state, whether peaceful
or not, was outrightly rejectd by the South African government, who
banned both the PAC and the ANC in 1960 when, it thought, these
organizatlons had become too radical in their demands.

No longer able to voice their opposition to the government’s racial
policies through the medium of publlc’debate and open meetings, the

1. The Cape Times (Cape Town), 1960.02.3 - 4.
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ANC in association with the SACP, formed Umkhonto we Sizwe in 1961 to
take up arms against' the government which they felt would never
change its policies unless it was threatened. To the government
however, the political - demands of the ANC-SACP alllance was not so
much for Black rights and privileges as it was part of a wider
conspiracy under the leadership of the SACP and the ANC to set up a
comnunist form of government in South Africa. Thus the winds of
change that were blowing throughout Africa to which Macmillan had
referred, was regarded as not so much a struggle of African
nationalism against colonialism, as it was part of the Soviet Union’s
Third World policy to gain effective control over strategic parts of
the African continent. Black political rights in South Africa and
the agitation for such rights were therefore regarded as songthing
that had to be resisted with all the power avallable to the State. A
good example of the latter’s approach to such issues was the much
publicised Treason Trial brought by the State against the leaders of
the Congress of the People in the late 1950°s. The fact that the
State falled to prove that the accused were guilty of high treason or
having indulged in treason by supporting communism only made it more
determined to view all demands for Black political rights as part of
a communist inspired conspiracy to overthrow the State and push for
its eradication wherever it could be found.

With such a negative approach to Black political and econonic demands
and the latter’'s determination to resist it with everything in its
power, even armed violence if necessary, a radicalisation of South
African politics and soclety in the early 1960°s was thus un-
avoidable, In short, for the South African government and the
ANC-SACP alliance to have sat down to negotiations in the early
1960°s following the Sharpeville riots, and the State’s reaction to
it, was unthinkable. Neither the State nor the ANC in its alliance
with the SACP were prepared to accept each others’ views. Both were
bent on the destruction of the other. Both followed fdeologies and
policies that made a negotlated settlement impossible at the time.
Yet a mere thirty years later, all this had changed. What was
considered unthinkable in 1960 was all of a sudden the political
fashion of the early 1990°s. Even more remarkable was the fact that
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the same hardline nationalist government that had rejected Black
political rights 1in <1960’and had banned both the ANC and the PAC in
that year for what it considered subversive anti-government
activities, was now prepared to unban all extra-parliamentary
political groups including the ANC, the SACP and Umkhonto we Sizwe
and to begin talks with these organisations on the peaceful
transition of power to a multi-racial democracy in South Africa.
What has brought about this remarkable change in attitude both on the
side of the South African government as well as the ANC-SACP
alliance, but more important, what was the role of Umkhonto and the
arped struggle in this development?

In the course of this study a number of significant factors and
circumstances have been identified that systematically contributed to
the changed conditions that marked South Africa‘s political and
economic position by the end of the 1980°s. Internally, perhaps the
most significant factor that has influenced developments by the end
of the 1980°s, was the growing inability of the ANC-SACP alliance to
escalate the armed struggle into a full-scale revolutionary guerrilla
war, despite the favourable conditions that have been available to
Unkhonto since the mid-1970°s. One main reason for this had been the
ability of the South African government to persistently prevent the
ANC-SACP alliance from establishing a commanding presence inside the
country. Since the start of the armed struggle in 1961, the South
African government has successfully managed through the various
security agenclés available to it to counter almost every phase of
the armed struggle. It has also successfully managed to infiltrate
the ANC-SACP alliance and systematically destroyed whatever
organisational structure the ANC-SACP alliance could muster inside
the country for the infiltration of Umkhonto’s cadres and the
recruitment of new members. The latter was achieved through both
military and diplomatic means, which have effectively contributed to
a gradual political and military isolation of the ANC in Southern
Africa since 1982. Perhaps one of the South African government’s
strongest weapons over the years has been its ability to adapt both
politically and militarily to every new 'phase of the ANC’'s armed
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struggle, while at the same skillfully managing to retain, if not
strengthen, Its éupport ‘akong the country’s White ruling minority
despite increased international support for the ANC and their growing
condemnation of the country’s racial policies.

At the same time there has been a growing willingness among a rapidly
expanding section of South Africans of all races, particularly among
Whites who consider themselves part of the "democratic movement®, to
establish some form of dialogue with the leaders of the ANC-SACP
alliance outside the country. These contacts, which began in all
earnestness in 1985 (the ANC has however indicated that talks were
held between 1tself and people from South Africa before that date),
substantially contributed to the atmosphere of negotiations and
dialogue that .marked the changes that took place in South Africa’s
political development by the end of the 1980°s.

Externally, at least four major developments contributed to the
decline of Umkhonto and the changed political climate of the late
1980°s. The £irst and perhaps the most important has been the
dramatic political changes that have been taking place in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe since Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the
Soviet Union in the =nid-1980°s. Since Gorbachev introduced his
policies of glasnost and perestroika in 1985, Soviet and East
European politics have undergone a transformation that few would have
thought possible a decade ago. Although the changes introduced by
Gorbachev were primarily designed to solve the Soviet Union’s
economic and political problems, it also had a major effect on
Moscow’'s attitude towards the Cold War, international communism,
regional conflict and the continued supply of arms of war to
"liberation organisations® such as the ANC-SACP alliance and
Umkhonto.

Faced with a rapidly deteriorating economic and political situation
at home, particularly the problem of ethnic minorities, the Soviet
government was increasingly forced to turn {ts attention from its
foreign adventures towards its more pressing domestic problems.
Correspondingly, it has become Increasingly uneconomical for the
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Soviet Union to maintain {its economic and political support for
governments and liberation organisations in the Third World,
particularly those In Africa that showed 1little prospect of ever
becoming anything more than a permanent recipient of Soviet military
and financial aid. In its endeavours to rebuild its economy and to
overhaul its political system, the Soviet Union could no longer
afford such 1liabllities. It has become increasingly reluctant to
continue pouring resources into organisations and governments that
have 1ittle chance of bringing about the sort of political and
economic changes that could be advantageous to Moscow and the cause
of international communism.

In 1988 it was reported by political analysts in the United States
that a subtle change had taken place in the Soviet Union’s views
towards South hfrica and the ANC. The report pointed out that, while
no one thinks that South Africa’s conservative government would
embrace Moscow or vice versa, there were strong indications that the
Soviet Union was prepared to soften its stance on South Africa as
part of a wider policy reassessment on Africa. It was further stated
that it was becoming increasingly clear to Soviet policy makers that
neither the ANC nor the SACP had the ability to bring about political
change through revolutionary armed struggle in South Africa. As a
result of this reallization, it was stated, the Soviet Unfon’s
enthusiasm for the ANC and its armed struggle in South Africa has
considerably declined by the end of the 1980°s.¢2?

This change in attitude by the Soviet Union towards South Africa and
the armed struggle did not escape the ANC-SACP alliance which, in
January 1990, declared its willingness to adapt itself to the reforms
that have been taking place in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
under the leadership of Gorbachev. Thus after more than four decades
of faithful support for the principles of orthodox comaunism and
Stalinism, and after having initially shown strong opposition to the

2. The Daily News (Durban), 1988.03.08.
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reform {nitiatives of Gorbachev, the SACP by the beginning of the
1990°s had finally come to realise that unless it changed with the
times and followed the course of history, it ran the real risk of
being totally isolated by changes taking place in the Soviet Union
and in South Africa, which increasingly favoured a political rather
than a military solution to regional conflicts.¢?’ These
developrents, particularly in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe,
and the diplomatic successes that the South African government has
had against the ANC-SACP alliance since the early 1980°s and which
culminated in the expulsion of the ANC and Umkhonto from Angola at
the beginning of 1989, have all contributed to the changed political
climate in South Africa.

A third and perhaps 1less recognised external £actof that has
contributed to the changed political climate in South Africa and
which has prompted the South African government to seriously review
its policies, has been the country’s declining financial and economic
position as a result of the ANC's sanctions campaign. Although the
South African government has managed to weather the international
sanctions and disinvestment campaign since the early 1980°s it could
not counter its effects as successfully as it did with the United
Nations arms embargo introduced against the country in the late
1970°s.  Although Sbuth Africa managed to obtaln most of the advanced
technology it needed to keep the country’s industries afloat and has
managed to reroute most of its exports, the country’s economic
performance has been steadily declining since the nld-1980'§, due to
@ growing lack In foreign capital; rapid disinvestment; a decline
in new investments and a massive outflow of capital needed to settle
the country's foreign debt commitment. Although South Africa has
managed to convert and “"roll over” some of its foreign debt - to the
great annoyance of the ANC - a large portion remained that needed to
be settled on an annual basis. With a persistently low gold price,
an unacceptably high inflation rate, an economy that continued to
under-perform and a high security and military expenditure, the South

3. The Daily News (Durban), 1990.01.25.
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African government found it increasingly difficult towards the end of
the 1980°'s to balancé its books. Although it resorted to the
printing of more money, this only fueled the country’s already high
inflation rate, which had a direct and detrimental effect on the
value of the Rand and its exchange rate against the currenclies of
South Africa’s major trading partners.

At the end of 1988 South Africa’s total foreign debt stood at
21,2 billfon dollars or 56,18 billion rands. Of this some 14,9 bil-
lion dollars (39,48 billion rands) were held by American, British,
French, Japanese, West German and Swiss banking houses. The rest,
some 6,21 billion dollars (16,69 billion rands) were held by foreign
companies, institutions and individuals. In terms of the Third
Interim Arrangement reached in mid-1989, South Africa had to repay
some 1,5 billion dollars (3,84 billion rands) of the 8 billion
dollars (20,48 billion rands) inside the “standstill net” agreed
upon. This was to be done over a period of three years and six
ponths, starting in December 1990. This figure, even at its quoted
lover level of between 6 to 7 billion dollars (15 to 17 billion
rands), will place an enormous strain on South Africa’s future
ability to generate new jobs and to show a positive economic growth
rate in order to sustain its rapidly expanding Black population and
to meet their social and economic needs.‘*’

Although the ANC-SACP alliance has been credited with nuch of South
Africa’s economic and financial 1lls during the latter half of the
1980°s, a fair proportion of this credit should also go to the South
African government itself for having created part of ({ts own
predicament. Much of the country’s economic problems began shortly
after President P.W. Botha made his now famous "Rubicon Speech® in
Durban in August 1985, ¢®’ {n which he confirmed the government 's

4. V. Cramer, Debt Negotiations: A political triumph but economic
hardship will follow, (South African Update I (7), 1989.10.15 -
31, p. 7). - :

5. The Daily News (Durban), 1985.08.16. See also The Sunda

Tribune (Durban), 1985.08.25.
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commitment to political change in South Africa but failed to spell
out what the parameters of this change would be and vhat steps the
government would be prepared to take to bring it about. The speech,
which came at the height of the 1985 township unrest, failed to
satisfy the international community who were looking for positive
signs of real reform from the South African government.

Disappointed by the South African government’s lack of real
commitment to political change in South Africa, and convinced that
Botha‘s policies and defiant attitude towards the country’s problenms
but in particular the world’'s demands for change was a sure recipe
for racial disaster, the international community led by the major
banking houses and other financial institutions began to demand the
immediate repayment of all short and long-term loans made to South
Africa before 1985. They also refused to grant any further loans to
the country. Alarmed by the drastic action of the international
banking compunity, many foreign investors also began to withdraw
their investments from South Africa. Better to lose some, than to
lose all, they argued.¢®’

Financial sanctions, argued South African Update,¢7’ which had a
more harmful effect on the economy than trade sanctions or
disinvestment, were implemented not by concerned governments under
sanctions pressures - although this pressure had {its effect on
international banks - but by international bankers and businessmen
who were concerned mainly about their investments 1In a country
fraught with political and other problems.

A further major contributing factor to South Africa’s financial woes
by the latter half of the 1980°'s was the country’'s high defence
expenditure which was primarily brought about by the war agalngt
Swapo in Angola and the ever present need for a strong military force

6. Cramer, Debt Negotiations, (South African Update 1 (7),
1989.10.15 - 31, p. 7).
1. Cramer, Debt Negotiations, (South African Update 1 (7),

1989.10.15 - 31, p. 7).
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to counter the insurrectionary activities of the ANC-SACP alliance
and to peet the possibility of an all-out revolutionary guerrilla

war. In 1987/1988 the defence budget was 6,7 billion rands. This
was a 30 percent increase over the 1986/1987 budget figure of
5,1 billion rands. In terms of the total South African budget for

the 1987/1988 financial year the defence budget represented 14,7
percent of it as compared to 13,7 percent for the 1986/1987 financial
year.¢®?’ For the 1988/1989 period the defence budget was increased
to 8,2 billlon rands which was a 22 percent increase over the
1987/1988 amount of 6,7 billion rands. The 8,2 billion rands repre-
sented 15 percent of the total annual budget of South Africa. The
following year, 1989, the defence budget was increased to the massive
amount of 9,9 billion rands which represented a 21 percent increase
over the 8,2 billion rands of the previous financial year.¢®’

Although the factors and conditions raised thus far all had a major
influence on the changed political climate and developments of the
late 1980°s, the ANC-SACP alliance and Umkhonto too were to a large
degree tesponsible for their own predicament and poor per formance
over the years. It was abundantly clear even before the signing of
the New York Agreement in December 1988 that the liberation alliance
and Umkhonto in particular was unable to accelerate the armed
struggle or push it beyond the 200 or more arped attacks a year that
the organisation had been able to maintain since 1986, many of which
were limited attacks directed against minor targets. Although the
ANC-SACP alliance has gone out of {its way since the inception of
Unkhonto and the armed struggle in 1961 to convince the international
community of the justness of its actions and that it had the support
of the Black masses 1in South Africa to wage armed struggle against
the South African government, the truth of the gituation was that
Urkhonto was in reality the nilitary wing of the SACP and not the ANC
and that while many Blacks in South Africa supported the armed
struggle very few, if not the majority, were not prepared to leave

8. Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1987/1988, p. 512.
9, Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1988/1989, p. 518.
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South Africa and join the liberation alliance, especially Uekhonto.
Those who 1left South Africa in the =id-1970's and again in the
1id-1980°'s to .join Umkhonto were largely representative of the
radical element in South African Black politics which cannot be
identified with the majority of the Black masses in the country,
despite the apartheid policies of the government and the latter’s
growing isolation by the international coununity.¢3°’> Nor were the
conditions for Black econoric and social upliftment as poor in South
Africa as the ANC wanted the world to believe. On the contrary,
social and economic conditions in Zambia, where the ANC-SACP alliance
and Umkhonto had their headquarters, were by the ANC's own admission
a great deal worse than conditions in South Africa. It is generally
accepted both locally as well as internationally that Blacks in South
Africa in general had a much higher standard of 1iving either through
their involvement I{n industry and commerce or through their co-
operation with the system of apartheid in their capacity as teachers,
doctors, lawyers, civil servants, police officials and soldiers of
the SADF than their counterparts in the rest of Africa.

Many of the ANC-SACP alllance and Umkhonto’s problems with regards to
the armed struggle were brought about by its own internal problems
such as poor organisation, poor leadership, lack of security, the
problems of exile leadership, excesses by its security organ(s), lack
of control ovéc its cadres particularly inside South Africa, faction-
alism, rank and file dissention of the role and alleged donination.of
the liberation alllance by the SACP, persistent dissatisfaction with
conditions in Umkhonto's training camps, the quality of instruction,
linited finances, poor food, and the use of foreign ideologies in
favour of an 1deology based on the realities of the South African
situation, that would be more acceptable to the people of South
Africa. If one adds to this the apparent willingness of a great many

of Umkhonto’s cadres to inform on the organisation and its leaders,

10. According to a survey conducted in 1987 it was estimated that
the ANC at the time only enjoyed the support of some 25 percent

of South Africa‘’s Black population (The Daily News (Durban),
1987.11.10).
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and the inability of Umkhonto to return the “thousands® of trained
cadres 1t clalmed to have to South Africa, not to nention the role of
the SACP in its affairs, a relatively clear picture emerged as to why
the armed struggle found Itself in trouble by the end of 1988. Had
the ANC and Umkhonto been as independent and as non-aligned as the
1iberation movement has claimed it to be and had Umkhonto received
its political, 1deological and military support from sources other
than the communist world, developments in the Soviet Union might have
had a less dramatic effect on the armed struggle than was the case by
the end of the 1980°s. With the ANC and Umkhonto being fiefs of the
SACP the armed struggle’s status was directly affected by the changes
that were taking place in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe since
the mid-1980°s. The adoption of a new programme on policy by the
SACP in January 1990 and the subsequent distribution of this policy
programsme anong>‘the ‘members of the NEC of the ANC and the NHC of
Unkhonto in which the SACP rejected its former orthodox Stalinist
approach to communism in favour of the political reforms initiated by
Mikhail Gorbachev in the Soviet Union since 1985, was clear
confirmation of this.

All indications by the end of the 1980°s were pointing towards a
declining role and status for Umkhonto and the armed struggle and
increased momentum for the forces of peaceful change and a political
solution to South Africa’s racial and political problems. Clearly,
history and time had caught up with both the ANC-SACP alliance and
Umkhonto as well as the South African government and its apartheid
policies by the end of the 1980°s. |
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POSTSCRIPT

Since the signing of the New York Accord in December 1988 and the
collapse of Umkhonto's military presence in Angola a number of
significant developments both locally and internationally have taken
place that have further advanced the course of noderation and the
search for a peaceful solution to South Africa’s problems, and
retarded the armed struggle and with it the position and future role
of Umkhonto, despite claims by the latter that it was both determined
and capable of continuing with the armed struggle.

Internationally these factors were:¢3?

a) the further collapse of communism in its traditional and ortho-
dox form and a growing desire among Eastern Bloc nations for
greater democratic rights and complete freedom from communism;

b) the ending of the Cold War and with it a marked decline in the
incidents of regional conflict and terrorism that had formed
such an important part of it;

c) the desire of the Soviet Union, embattled by serious econonic,
political and ethnic problems, to reduce conflict with the West
in regional disputes through political means;

d) growing indications of a cooling down of relations between
Moscow and the ANC, particularly with regard to the Soviet
Union’s support for armed conflict; and

e) growing indications of a change among some European but parti-
cularly African leaders in their attitude towards the South
African government.

Locally, factors that had an influence on the position of Umkhonto
‘and the armed struggle after 1988 were:

1. South African Update 1 (1), 1989.07.15 - 31, pp. L - 8.
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a more conciliatory attitude from the South African government
towards the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc countries in Europe,
increased diplomatic and other activity between South Africa
and the Soviet Union,

a continuation of the pllgrimage of South Africans (academics,
students, politicians, church leaders and other fnterest
groups) to talk with the ANC,

reports in the local press of a definite shift in Soviet think-
ing and attitude towards South Africa, the ANC and the armed
struggle,

repeated reports that Blacks were sick of protest and violence,
particularly Black-on-Black violence,

the unexpected meeting between State President, Botha and the
imprisoned leader of the ANC, Nelson Mandela on 5 July 1989,
the government's proclaimed willingness to negotiate with any-
one including the ANC, the SACP and Umkhonto as long as they
foreswore violence,

a growing awareness among the supporters of both the ANC and
the Mass Democratic Movement that the ANC and Umkhonto were no
longer in a favourable posit!oh to escalate or intensify the
armed struggle and thus bring about the destruction of White
minority rule through armed violence,

increased pressure from the White political opposition to the
left of the government party to begin talks ﬁith the ANC while
conditions were advantageous for it,¢2’ and

the resignation of President Botha in August 1989 and the
election of a more enlightened government under President

F.W. de Klerk to power in September 1989.

The latter development was perhaps the most significant developuent
of 1989 in that 1t brought to power a new government whose declared

2.

South African Update i (1), 1989.07.15 - 31; The Dally News

(Durban), 1989,03.13; The Sunday Tribune (Durban), 1989.03.19.
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policy it was to promote talks with the ANC, the SACP, Umkhonto and
other extra-parlianentéry. groups and to create a new South Africa
based on equality before the law and the protection of human rights.
Every South African would have the right to participate in the
decision-making process at all levels of government affecting his or
her interests, but no individual or group would be allowed to
dominate or be dominated. The new South Africa would be based on the
principle of self-determination regarding own affairs, vith joint
decision—néklng on géneral affairs.¢?’

At a pre-election meeting held in Cape Town in July 1989, De Klerk
made it clear that the only obstacle In the way of talks between the
government and the ANC was the latter's insistence on the
continuation of Its armed struggle. He openly challenged the ANC and
its leaders to renounce armed violence as a political solution and to
compit themselves (as Mandela and President Botha did on § July) to a
peaceful settlement of South Africa’s problems.¢*’

The objective of the new South African government under De Klerk was
clearly, to convince the international community of South Africa’s
willingness to move to a negotiated settlement in South Africa; to
discredit the ANC-SACP's pro-communist stance at a time when the
entire system of communise was collapsing all over Europe, and to
nmove as rapidly as possible to solving South Africa’s political and
econoric isolation.

To the ANC-SACP alliance, on the other hand, the changes that took
place in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe in 1989, and the loss of
its operational facilities, bases and general sanctuary in Angola, as
well as the changing attitude of African leaders such as President
Kenneth Kaunda towards the ability of the ANC and Umkhonto to bring
an end to apartheid and White minority rule in South Africa through

3. Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1988/1989, Overview, pp. xxiv,
501.

4. South African Bureau of Information, Beleidoorsig. Die Gesprek
met Mnr. Mandela, Jaargang 2 (8), Oktober 1989, pp. 39 - 47.
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armed struggle, placed it at the cross-roads in 1989. The new South
Afflcan government ‘s growing willingness, highlighted by the meeting
between Botha and Mandela 1in mid-1989, to meet and talk with the
leaders of the ANC, had forced the ANC-SACP alliance to give serious
feconsideration to its position on negotiations. It was clear that
if 1t did not react to the South African government’s reconciliatory
attitude, it ran the risk of being presented as an unwilling partner
in the search for a peaceful solution to South Africa’s problenms.

Although the ANC continued to deny that its ability to bring about an
armed victory 1in South Africa had declined after December 1988,
changes that were effected to the organisation’s leadership in 1989,
Clearly indicated that the ANC was giving increasing consideration to
a negotiated settlement as an alternative to armed struggie in South
Africa. This apparent shift 1n emphasis was highlighted by the
surprise appointment of Thabo Mbeki, the organisation’s Chief of
Information and Publicity, to head the influential Internatlonal
Department in mid-1989. Mbeki, who is the son of ANC and Umkhonto
veteran, Govan Mbeki, was known to be a "moderate” communist and a
strong supporter of a political settlement in South Africa.t¢®’

Since his appointment to the International Department, Mbeki has
taken tentative Steps to keep the ANC up to date on If not abreast of
developments both 1in Europe and South Africa. There have been two
significant developments 1in this direction. The first has been the
strengthening of the Mbeki- and thus the pro-negotiations faction in
the  ANC-SACP alliance at the cost of military hardlinérs in the
organisation such as Kasrils and Hani. The second has been a growing
shift in the ANC's attention and contact from the East to the West.
Since Mbeki became head of the ANC "foreign office” in 1989, the ANC
has sought increased contact with the United States whom it sees as a
natural ally in f{ts search for a political settle- ment in South
Africa. What the ANC and Umkhonto could no longer do through military

5. South Africa: The ANC's arr-ca vontl-
: Diplomatic Offensive, (Africa Confi-
dential 30 (13), 1989.06.03, pp. 3 - 4). ( o
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Eeans after 1988, the_ United States was now expected to do through
diplomatic and economic pressure after 1989. In search of America’s
support for its campaign against the South African government, the
ANC under the direct influence of Thabo Mbeki, established an office
in Washington i{n November 1989. The person appointed to this new
office was Dr. Lindiwe Mabuza, the ANC's former chief representative
to Stockholm, Sweden, and a personal friend of Thabo Mbeki. In fact
it was Mbeki who engineered her transfer from Kenya to Washington in
1989, ¢¢)

Up to 1989, the ANC, because of its étrong ties with the SACP and the
Soviet Union, has largely neglected the United States as an important
ally 1in its struggle for democratic rights in South Africa. But with
the dramatic shift that has taken place in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Burbpe since the 1latter part of the 1980°s, and the rapid
collapse of both orthodox communism and the Cold War, not to mention
the changes that have taken place in the Soviet Union’s attitude
towards regional conflict, America‘s anti-apartheid stance and its
insistence on sanctions have become of vital importance to the ANC in
its diplomatic {initiatives, in order to force the South African
government to the negotiating table.

Since the beginning of 1989, the ANC has also increasingly called on
the MDM inside South Africa to intensify its pressure on the South
African government. It has also called for a major meeting with the
MDM to discuss developments inside South Africa and to work out a
joint strategy. Part of the reason for this latter development has
been a growing fear in the ANC-SACP alliance that the exile
leadership might become isolated by developments inside South Africa
and lose the {nitiative to the 1leaders of the MDM who were in
constant contact with events and developments inside the
country.¢”?

The meeting between the ANC and the MDM took place at Lusaka between

6. South Africa: The ANC’s Diplomatic Offensive, (Africa Confi-
dential 30 (13), 19689.06.03, pp. 3 - ¢).
7. South African Update I (10), December 1989, p. 1.
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6 and 7 June 1989, and involved the entire NEC of the ANC. At this
meeting the ANC admitted that there were clear signsbthat the South
African government was serious about a negotiated settlement in South
Africa and that it beiieved that the government would take positive
steps towards negotiations and towards meeting the pre-conditions
laid down by the ANC in 1987.¢®) In August 1987, following a
meeting between representatives of the ANC, the SACP and Umkhonto and
a large delegation from South Africa in Dakar, Senegal, in July of
the same year, the ANC announced five *minimal conditions" that had
to be met by the South African government before talks about talks
between the South African government and the ANC could begin. The
five conditions were:

1. the release of all political prisoners, detainees, captured
"freedon fighters" and prisoners of war;

2. the lifting of the state of emergency and the withdrawal of all
South African Defence Force (SADF) personnel and police from
the townships and other African residential areas;

3. the repeal of all "politically repressive laws, which included
laws that empowered the regime to proscribe persons, political
organisations and institutions and/or restrict freedom of
assembly, the press and of speech®; |

4. the ending of the “"bantustan system" and the reintegration of
the “independent homelands" into South Africa; and

5. the allowing of the unconditional return of all exiles and
political refugees to South Africa.¢®’

Consequently, at the Lusaka meeting with the MDM in June 1989 it was
decided that the time had come for the

liberation movement 'to collectively review our
position on negotiations. Our perspective in
doing so is to find the appropriate response that
fend off this initiative in a manner that:

8. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.07.20. See also South African
Update 1 (1), 1989.07.15 - 31, p. 5.
9. Du Pisani, When Apartheid Goes: Dialoque with the ANC, p. 3;

Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1987/1988, p. 702.




&
93 UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
b

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

-614-

a) Does not'éreate confusion or division in our
ranks

b) Does not result in the demobilisation of the
masses; :

c) Does not result in any lessening of pressure
frorn the international area; and

d) Results in us maintaining the initiative
against the regime.¢2°)

The meeting also examined the position of the ANC, its major allies
and opponents on the question of negotiations and the South African
governwent ‘s diplomatic initiatives. It subsequently concluded that,
while the West in general wanted dialogue and a negotiated settlgment
fn South Africa, they differed in their interpretations of how this
should come about. America, it pointed out, wanted to initiate a
process of contact, dialogue and negotiations gimilar to that in
South West Africa and Angola and which led to the expulsion of the
ANC from the latter in 1988. Its role in this process, the meeting
was told, was to maintain sufficient pressure on the South African
government to come to the negotiating table. Britain on the other
hand had a somewhat different approach. Unlike America, it believed
that pressure should be applied to both the South African gdvernment
as well as the liberation movement to force both to sit down to talks
on a negotiated settlement. The meeting also concluded that the
British government under Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher did not
support far-reaching changes in South Africa, and was considering
sending a new "contact group®, similar to the Eminent Persons’ Group
(EPG) to South Africa. The EPG was formed in 1986 to act as go-.
between between the ANC and the South African government. The group,
however, failed 1in its efforts when the South African governpent
sanctioned a Defence Force raid on ANC-Umkhonto bases in Botswana,
Zambia and Zimbabwe in May of that year.

The meeting further pointed out that there were also those in the
British government who belleved that a solution to South Africa’s
problems could be found without the ANC and the SACP and that as long

10. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.07.20.
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as South Africa showed progress towards a negotiated settlement, the
British government should refrain from supporting sanctions against
the country.¢*1)

As far as the “frontline states" were concerned, the meeting noted
Zambia’s “predisposition" towards negotiations, Mozambique’s frequent
contact with South Africa, and Eduardo dos Santos of Angola’s view
that “we may not have the time to develop that position of strength”
in response to the MDM view that “we must be in a position of
strength before we commence negotiations”.¢32?

The meeting also expressed its concern over the changing attitude of
its international allies. *At a recent meeting between the Chinese
and our comrades,” it pointed out, "the Chinese made a distinction
between the ending of apartheid and the ending of White rule. Their
view was that we should be prepared to move slowly and accept [a]
modification of the status quo as a starting point." It also
referred to the role of the Soviet Union and pointed out ;hat indica-
tions were that the latter was prepared to work side-by-side with the
West for a peaceful settlement of the South African situation. The
possibility of such a scenario in the immediate future was a great
worry to the ANC and the MDM who felt that they might eventually be
pushed into a negotliated settlement in which they would not be in a
position to dictate the terms. What was particularly disturbing to
the group (ANC, MDM) was the fact that the West, with the support of
"our long-established friends", was pushing for “a modified/reformed
capitalist society" to replace the current apartheid system in South
Africa, a soclety quite different from what they have envisaged and
fought for over the years.‘**’

In view of these developments and the assessment of the international

11. The Dally News (Durban), 1989.07.20.

12. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.07.20; South African Update I (1)
1989.07.15 - 31, p. 5.

13. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.07.21; South African Update I (1)
1989.07.15 - 31, p. 5.
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compunity’s approach towards South Africa in 1989, it was concluded
that the ANC and the MDM must

dictate the terms of change. Nothing should start
that we are opposed to. Our struggle is to take
control of the process and ensure that negotla-
tions, should they come about, are genuine and
serious. For this reason it is {mportant that we
should all have the same agreed positions both
inside and outside South Africa; we have a
strategy to remain in control so those who inter-
vene have to deal with out position ...

It was therefore considered absolutely essential that

We have to present proposals on this issue before
the rest of the world comes up with something.
The world must deal with our proposal rather than
us having to deal with another initiative. This
would place us at an advantage and give us the
ability to control and direct the process. ¢ *¢?

It was thus critical for the ANC and the MDM to produce an alterna-
tive proposal and to ensure that they retained the initiative. At
the same time this should be done in such a way that there was no
demobilisation of the masses nor the creation of a fake impression
that the South African government was prepared to hold genuine
negotiations. Since the South African government appeared to be
willing to accept the ANC's pre-conditions, it was suggested that
~perhaps the stakes should be raised through the introduction of new
pre-conditions, part of which may be that the negotiating process
should lead to the establishment of a constituent assembly or an
interin governnent, to chart a new constitution for South Africa.
With the OAU's annual summit meeting only three weeks away at the
time and the Commonwealth conference taking place in mid-October
1989, there was understandably an urgency among the ANC and the MDM’s
leadership to reach unity of action and to win the OAU's support for
its pre-conditions on a negotiated settlement in South Africa.¢*s?

14. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.07.20.
15. The Dally News (Durban), 1989.07.20.
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Unfortunately for the ANC and the MDM they were not quick enough.
The South African government pre-empted their proposed pre-emption
when Botha met with Mandela on 5 July. The ANC’'s officlal reaction -
to this development was that it was

a carefully orchestrated ploy by the regime to
defuse the struggle inside our country by holding
forth prospects of a just political settlement and
a ploy of defusing the mounting campaign for
- sanctions by sending the bogus signals that
Pretoria is ready to enter into serious negotla-
tions with the real leaders of our people.¢?*®’

1. THE HARARE DECLARATION OF 21 AUGUST 1989

Although the ANC-MDM's negotiating initiatives suffered a setback
with the Botha-Mandela meeting in July 1989, the movement however
managed to regain 1its balance in August of the same year with the
adoption ‘of the Harare Declaration in which the OAU’s Special
Committee on Southern Africa attached its approval to the ANC-SACP’s
settlement plan for South Africa at its Harare conference on
21 August. The Harare Declaration which was allegedly based on a
letter that Mandela wrote to the ANC in Lusaka in early 1989 and
which was apparently also presented to Botha at his meeting with
Mandela in July, was largely an elaboration of the ANC's 1987
negotiating principles and the issues considered by the ANC and the
MDM at their meeting in Lusaka in June. Only minor alterations were
made by the OAU's Secretariat to the settlement plan of the ANC
before it was presented to the organisation’s Special Committee on
Southern Africa for discussion and ratification.¢27?

In essence, the OAU’s Declaration consisted of two sections, namely a
set of “Principles” to be followed in a negotiated settlement for a
new constitutional order in South Africa, and a series of "Guide-

16, Radio Freedom (Lusaka), 1989.07.11; South African Update 1 (1)
1989.07.15 - 31, p. 3.

17. . The Weekly Mail (Johannesburg), 26 January - 1 February 1990,
(The Inside Story of Mandela's Peace Plan). See also South
African Update 1 (3), 1989.08.15 - 31, pp. 2 - 3.
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lines" to serve as . a “mechanise” for the drawing up of the new
constitution. In the introduction to the *Principles® the
declaration stated that it believed that a conjunction of
circumstances exist which, 1f there is a demonstrable readiness on
the part of the Soﬁth African government to engage in serious
negotiation, could create the possibility to end apartheid through
negotiations. Such an eventuality, it stated, should be an
expression of the long-standing preference of the majority of the
people of South Africa to arrive at a political settlement.

We would therefore encourage the people of South
Africa, as part of their overall struggle, to get
together to negotiate an end to the apartheid
syster and agree on the measures that are
necessary to transform their country into a non-
raclal democracy.

We support the position held by the majority of
the people of South Africa that these objectives,
and not the amendment or reform of the apartheid
systen, should be the aim of the negotia-
tion.c1s)

The declaration 1listed nine principles which were to serve as the
basis for a new constitutional order that would be internationally
acceptable. In addition to these principles the declaration also
listed five basic pre-conditions that the South African government
had to meet in order to create a climate for negotiations. These
pre-conditions were similar to those raised in Dakar in July 1987 and
listed by the ANC in its official statement released a short while
afterwards in August. '

The second part of the Declaration dealt with the various "Guidellines
to the Process of Negotiations®, and contained a nine point
“Programme of Action” in which the OAU committed itself to do two
things, namely, to gain the widest possible international support for

its position on South Africa, and to step up the pressure on the

South African government to abandon apartheid and to accept the ANC’s
negotiating principles.

18. South African Update 1 (3), 1989.08.15 - 31, p. 3.
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Unlike previous ANC .statements, the OAU's Declaration on Negotiations
for the first time stressed the need for an interim government (as
rentioned by the ANC and the MDM at thelr meeting in Lusaka in July)
to draw up a new constitution and to effect the transition to a
democratic order, Including the holding of elections.¢?**?

Although the South African government dismissed the document as “an
act of desperation by the ANC",¢2°? the organisation had neverthe-
less succeeded in having it adopted without any alterations by the
102 member Non-Aligned Movement (MAM) at its meeting in September, as
well as in part by the United Natlon's General Assembly at its
meeting in December 1989. Although the adoption of the "nine
principles” by the General Assembly had been described as “represen-
ting no 1less than the General Assembly’'s officlal, though qualified
recognition of the ANC's 21 August Harare bPeclaration”, ¢2*’ the
Western delegates’ opposition to that part of the declaration which
called for the establishment of an interim government to supervise
the drafting of a new constitution and the administration of the
transitional phase leading to its implementation, represented a clear
vote of confidence in President de Klerk's reform initiatives since
his election to the Presidency in September.

*"In many ways, of the Harare Declaration’s various clauses, " wrote
South African _Update in 1ts December 1981 issue, ¢22’> “that
proposing the interim government is the most significant, because it
sets out the most important means by which the ends are to be
negotiated. Thus, although the UN resolution accepts much of what
would constitute the ANC's negotiating goals, the refusal to accept
the means 1is a setback.” It went on to state that, what this meant
was that the UN, but especially the West, was showing increased
willingness to give De Klerk's reform initlatives a chance and to
recognise the South African government s need to retain some of the

19. Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1988/89, pp. 642 - 644.
20. The Daily News (Durban), 1989.08.22.

21. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 1.

22. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 1.
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The South African government, however, refused to accept the United
Nations® resolution. R.F. (Pik) Botha, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, rejected the document as “fundamentally flawed and
unacceptable”, In a letter to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Botha made it clear that as far as the South African
government was concerned, the process of negotiating for constitu-
tional changes in any sovereign state was the inallenable right of
that State. Any attempt by international organisations to usurp this
responsibility should be rejected. He, however, reaffirmed the South
African government's “irrevocable committment"” to the creation of a
new South Africa based on a free and equitable constitutional, social
and econonié systen. ¢ 3¢)

In addition to the United Nations General Assembly meeting on
Southern Africa, two other important events on the question of
negotiations and a negotiated settlement in South Africa took place
towards the end of 1989. The first was the so-called "Paris Indaba”
which took place in Paris (France) from 27 November to 2 December
1989 and was organised by Danielle Mitterand, the wife of the French
President, and the Institute for Democratic Alternatives for South
Africa (IDASA). The Indaba, which was a continuation of the meetings
between groups and individuals from South Africa and the ANC which
began in 1985, was given an exalted status by the French government.
Attended by South African academics, politicians, trade unionists,
newspapermen and other interested parties, the meeting was seen as a
diplomatic triumph for the ANC. Although the question of negotia-
tions received a fair amount of attention at the meeting, the event
was not organised around the issue as such. During the course of the
five days that the meeting lasted, a wide rénge of subjects ranging
from recent political developments in South Africa, to the economy,
sanctions, a new post-apartheid constitutlion as well as the need for
a Bill of Rights were discussed.

23. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 1.
24. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 2.
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According to political commentators and journalists who attended the

_Paris meeting, some leading anti-apartheid “activists™ have
criticized the wmeeting as little more than “an insignificant and
purely academic exercise” arranged by the organisers "to presume to
choose the peoples’ leaders ...".¢2%) Although the identity of the
activists who criticized the meeting was never revealed, it was
argued by some sources‘?®’ that the criticism probably care from
some leading MDM figures who were in the process of organising the
Conference for a Democratic Future ({(CDF), that was planned for
Johannesburg on 9 and 10 December 1989.

According to Peter Sullivan, (27’ a journalist who attended the
Paris Indaba, the MDM felt that the Johannesburg meeting was of
greater importance and significance than the Paris Indaba. In
contrast to the Paris meeting, the Johannesburg CDF was attended by
more than 4 462 delegates representing some 2 138 organisations and
some 15 million people in South Africa.(2®’ While this did not
necessarily mean that the MDM leadership in South Africa saw
themselves as significantly more important than the ANC's exile
leadership by the end of 1989, there were however those who argued
that given the role that the MDM had played in the political
developments 1in South Africa over the previous two to three years,
and the fact that they were at the centre of the changes that were
taking place inside the country, it was not unnatural for the MDM
leadership inside South Africa to place themselves on an equal
footing with the exile leadership of the ANC-SACP alliance.
According to some observers, who attended the Paris meeting, the
fdeological dominance in the 1liberation movement appeared to have
shifted “from the SACP and the exile ANC to the inmternal forces of
Cosatu, the UDF and the MDM ..." because the *insiders” they argued,
were closer to the reality of South Africa than the exile leadership.

25, The Daily News (Durban), 1969,12.01. See also South African
Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 7.

26. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 7.

27. South African Update 1! (10), December 1989, p. 7.

28. South African Update 1 (10), December 1989, p. 7.
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They were more familiar with the terrain of apartheld and were more
able to see tactical possibilities. In addition, they could act more
fndependently and be more creative in their thinking than the exile
leadership of the ANC-SACP alliance.

If the latter assessment of developments in the liberation movement
1s correct, it will go a long way towards explaining why the ANC had
adopted anllncreasingly poderate stance on a negotiated settlement In
South Africa towards the end of 1989. Although the new flexibllity
and pragmatic attitude of the ANC by 1989 could be ascribed to the
influence and views of individuals and factions such as Thabo Mbeki
in the ANC, there can be 1little doubt that the growing power and
influence of the MDM inside South Africa and the rumours that Mandela
would be released in early 1990, undoubtedly contributed to the
growing concern In the exile leadership of the ANC-SACP alliance by
the end of 1989, that unless they changed direction and were seen
doing so, they might become isclated by the speed with which
developments were taking place inside South Africa. This latter
concern was clearly reflected by the release of the SACP document
"Has Soclalism Failed" in early 1990 in which the organisétlon while
stating its continued commitment to the basic tenets of socialism

committed itself and thus the ANC and Umkhonto to a *pulti-party

post-apartheid democracy® in South Africa.¢2*®’

What made this latter document and its contents even more significant
was the fact that it came a mere six months or more after the SACP’'s
Seventh Party Congress held in Havana, Cuba in June 1989. At this
latter venue the SACP reaffirmed its total commitment to its old
pro-Stalinist beliefs set out in 1its 1962 document on policy and
programme entitled “Road to South African Freedom", allegedly
authored by Joe Slovo and Joe Matthews.¢?><’

29. The Weekly Mall (Johannesburg), 1990.01.19 - 25. See also The
Natal Mercury (Durban), 1990.0l1.19.

30. South Africa: The Party Paithful, (Africa Confidential 31 (1),
1990.01.12, p. 1. See also The Natal Mercury (Durban),
1990.01.19, and Cooper, Race Relations Survey, 1989/1990,

p. 747.
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2. THE UNBANNING OF THE ANC-SACP ALLIANCE AND UMKHONTO,
FEBRUARY 1990 ‘

Perhaps the most significant political development of £;ZO was the
announcement of President de Klerk in his opening address to the
South African Parliament on 2 February 1990 that the government had
lifted the ban on the ANC, the SACP, Umkhonto we Sizwe as well as 30
other extra-Parliamentary organisations opposed to 1its policles.
Shortly afterwards on Sunday 7 February the government also released
Nelson Mandela, the first commander of Umkhonto, from prison.
Although the ANC and particularly Umkhonto’s reaction to the events
of February 1990 was to state that the armed struggle was to cqntinue
until the government acceded to the creation of a sovereign
constituent assembly and an interim government, the general view
among observers was that it was highly unlikely that the ANC and
Unkhonto would be able to maintain this view for long or that
Unkhonto was in any way in a position, considering the setbacks it
had suffered in December 1988, to contlnue with the armed struggle In
any meaningful way. While the militants in the ANC-SACP alliance
night have demanded such a development, it would have been
increasingly difficult to 3justify both internationally and to those
it wished to draw into an ANC-led front. Any attempt to step up the
armed struggle after 2 February would cost the ANC dearly In
international support, especially financial support, something
without which it could not effectively rebuild its presence inside
South Africa. A new spate of bombings and destruction was thus not
in the Interest of the liberation alliance after February 1990, and
any talk of armed struggle or the possibility of armed struggle was
likely to remaln just that - talk. Both sides had too much to lose
to allow the hawks or militants to dominate the negotiating process.
Umkhonto we Sizwe was a spént force and all indications are that it
will be pushed increasingly into the background as the negotiations
process gains momentum in the months and years ahead.
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Mandela and others. {Rivonia Trial. Also on micro-film from
Microfile, Johannesburg).

Van Der Riet

Microfile Johannesburg, Sundry Trials, The State against Miss L. van
der Riet. . :

4. COMMISSIONS OF ENQUIRY, REPORTS

Transvaal Archives Depot, Pretoria

The following reports are all obtainable from the Transvaal Archives
in Pretorlia.

Balk, H., Report of the Commission of Enquiry into the recent unrest
and disturbances in the Linokana and other native areas in the
district of Marico and in the native areas in adjoining
districts, Pretoria, 4 December 1957.

Diemont, M.A., Verslag van die Kommissie van Ondersoek na die gebeure
in Langa en Nyanga lokasies, in die distrik Wynberg, Kaap die
Goeie Hoop, op Maandag 21 Maart 1960. Pretoria, 1960.

Rabie, The Report of the Commission of Enquiry into Security Legis-
lation, R/P 90, 1981, Government Printer, pPretoria, 198l.

Snyman, J.H., Verslag van die kommissie wat benoem is om ondersoek in
te stel na die gebeure op 20 tot 22 November 1962, te Paarl, en
die oorsake wat daartoe aanleiding gegee het, Blouboek, Republiek
van Suid Afrika, R/P 51, Government Printer, Pretoria, 1963.

Van Heerden, J.A.C. Departmental Committee of Enquiry into the Pondo-
l1and Disturbances, Bizana, 11 October 1960, Pretoria, 1960.
(Restricted).

Wessels, P.J., Verslag van die Kommissie van Ondersoek na die gebeure
te Sharpeville en Evaton lokasies in die Vereeniging en Vander-
bijlpark distrikte in die Transvaal op 21 Maart 1960, Pretoria,
1961.

5. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

Bureau of Information, Talking with the ANC. Government Printer,
Pretoria, 1986.
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Government Blue Books, 1960 - 1988.
Covernment Gazette (Extraordinary), various issues 1957 - 1965.

Union of South Africa, Debates of the House of Assembly, 1950 - 196l.

Republic of South Africa, House of Assembly Debates, 1961 - 1988.

Statutes of the Republic of South Africa, 1965 - 1973.

Oliver, J. (ed), Communism in Africa, South African Information
Service, Perskor, Pretoria, 1978.

6. NEWSPAPERS

The following newspapers have been consulted for the period 1960 to
the middle of 1990. Consultation was mainly based on important dates
and events -during this period.

{({a) Daily Newspapers

Die Beeld (Pretoria), 1980 - 1990.
Die Burger (Cape Town), Select issues.

Business Day (Johannesburg).

The Cape Times (Cape Town).

The Citizen (Johannesburg), Select issues, 1984 - 1988.

The Daily Dispatch (East London).

The Daily News (Durban).

The Diamond Fields Advertiser (Kimberley), 1960 - 1970.

The Evening Post (Johannesburg).

The Financial Mail (Johannesburg), Select issues, 1986 - 1990.

The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles), 1984.06.21.

The Natal Mercury (burban) (Since 1988 the paper has been part of
The Daily News).

The Natal Witness (Pietermaritzburg).

New Nation (Johannesburg), 1989 - 1990.

The New York Times (New York), Select Issues, 1983 - 1988,

Post (Johannesburg), Select issues.

The Rand Dally Mail (Johannesburg) 1960 - 1980.
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The Star (Johannesburg), 1960 - 1981.

Die Transvaler (Johannesburg]).

Die Vaderland (Pretoria).

Die Volksblad {Bloemfontein).

Die Vrye Weekblad {Johannesburg), 1989 - 1990.

The Weekly Mail {Johannesburg), 1987 - 1990.

The Washington Post (Washington DC), Select Issues.

The World (Johannesburg), 1958 - 1964.

(b) Sunday Newspapers

Rapport (Johannesburg), 1980 - 1990.

The Sunday Express (Johannesburg).

The Sunday Star (Johannesburg).

The Sunday Times (Johannesburg).

The Sunday Tribune (burban), 1970 - July 1991.

7.  PRIMARY SOURCES

ANC. Directives to all regions and branches, 1963.03.10.

the underground ANC.

ANC. Directives to all regions and branches, 1963.04.25.

the underground ANC.

Issued by

Issued by

ANC. Directives to all regions and branches. What do we do,

1963.05.01. 1Issued by the underground ANC.

wee. —
ANC. Directives to all regions and branches, 1963.06.12. Issued by

the underground ANC.

ANC. Directives to all regions and branches, 1963.07.10. Issued by

the underground ANC.

The ANC is alive. Umkhonto we Sizwe Fights on, 1963.08.08. TIssued by

the underground ANC.

Arusha Conference: Programme of Action adopted at the Arusha Confer-
ence, 14 December 1987, ANC, Arusha, Tanzania, 1987.

Arusha Conference: Declarations adopted at the Conference [of the]
Peoples of the World against Apartheid for a Democratic South

Africa, Arusha, Tanzania, 1987.
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Letter by M.G. Buthelezi to Mr. G.M. Mxenge, Umlazi Township, Durban.
- Letter dated 16 October 1965. ‘

Letter by T.A. Carr (nom de guerre for PAC Secretary in Swaziland) to
#r. C.T. Uys in Durban, Natal. Letter dated 21 August 1964.

The Constitution of the ANC. ANC, thannesburg, 1958.

Letter by Abram Fischer to advocate H.J. Hanson, Johannesburg. Letter
dated 22 January 1965 (4 pages).

The Freedom Charter. ANC, Johannesburg, 1955.

Freedom Radio, Letter addressed to "Dear Chief" informing the reader
that the ANC has decided to put into operation an underground
radio to advocate the freedom struggle. The letter is dated
6 May 1963 and signed "Amandla".

The Indian People. Attack and counter attack. A single typewritten
sheet issued by the ANC, nd. :

June 16th - Freedom Day. ANC, 1963.

June 26th; South African Freedom Day. A Brief History and Back-
ground. ANC (SA), Mission in Exile, 1978.

Kabwe Consultative Conference: African National Congress National
Consultative Conference, Lusaka, June 1985: Commission on Cadre
Policy, Political and Ideological Work. Internal Commission
Report, Commission on Strategy and Tactics. ANC, Lusaka,

June 1985. (34 pages).

Documents of the Second National Consultative Conference of the
African National Congress, Zambia, 16 - 23 June 1985.

Documents of the ANC Conference “People of the World United Against
Apartheid for a Democratic South Africa, Arusha, Tanzania,
1 - 4 December 1987.

Leballo, P.K., Press Release by the PAC of South Africa. Department
of Publicity and Information, 20 March 1963.

Luthuli, A., Presidential address by Albert Luthuli, President-
General of the African National Congress given at the 47th
Annual National Conference of the African National Congress in
Durban, Natal, 12 - 13 December 1959.

Mbeki, G., Bantustans. A Death Trap. 32 page document dated 1959.

ANC: Letter by Griffiths Mxenge to Rowley Arenstein, Lincoln House,
Masonic Grove, Durban. Letter dated 20 December 1965.

Nokwe, D., Executive Report submitted to the African National Con-
gress’s Annual National Conference, Durban, December 1959.

Nokwe, D., The Federation of Free African Trade Unions of South
Africa. The African National Congress comments. ANC,
Johannesburg, October 1959.
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Nokwe, D., Memorandum submitted by the African National Congress to
the 1959 session of the General Assembly of the United Nationms
on the question of race conflict in South Africa resulting from
the policies of Apartheid of the Government of the Union of
South Africa. Johannesburg, 1959.

Nzo, A., African National Congress {SA) Press Release. ANC, np.
1976.10.20. {13 pages}).

Operation Mayibuye. Johannesburg, 1963 {(?) (six page typewritten
document).

Operation Mayibuye. Copy of typewritten document contained in the
Carter and Karis Microfilm Collection, vol. 21 B.

Ooutlines of a syllabus for a brief course on the training of
organisers, ANC, Johannesburg, 1963.

Report of thé National Executive Committee of the ANC, 46th Annual
National Conference, Durban, December 1958 (authors collection).

Radio Freedom/Freedom Radio: Full text of inaugural broadcast made
by the ANC's Freedom Radio (also known as Radio Liberation),
Wednesday 26 June 1963.

SACP; The New Year - Some tasks and perspectives. SACP, Johannes-
burg, 1962 (?).

SACP: The Revolutionary Way Out. Statement made by the Central
Committee of the South African Communist Party. Johannesburg,
1964 (2).

SACP; The Road to South African Freedom, Programme of the South
African Communist Party. Johannesburg, 1962.

Sisulu, W., Letter written by W. Sisulu to the Secretary of the ANC
of Northern Rhodesia, ANC, Lusaka, letter dated 6 June 1963.

Some facts on the situation confronting the National Liberation Move-
ment in the final challenge of the power of the white supremacist
South African Republic State. A five page document that appears
%o have come from the South African Communist Party. nd.

A Statement by the Emergency Committee of the African National
Congress. ANC, 1960.04.01.

A Statement by the Central Committee of the SACP. Department of™
Education, SACP, Johannesburg, February 1963.

Unkhonto we Sizwe - Army of the Liberation Movement. The ANC spear-
heads Revolution, Leballo No! ANC, May 1963.

The Voice of the ANC about passes for women. Document issued by the
Durban Regional Committee of the ANC, Durban, January 1963.
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8. SERIES, SURVEYS END 0THER4$IMILAR PUBLICATIONS

Africa Confidential, 1980 - July 1991.

Africa Contemporary Record, 1968 - 1984.

Africa Diary, 1962 - 1989.

Africa Report, 1980 - 1989.

Africa Research Bulletin, 1960 - 1989,

The African Communist. (Individual copies for the period 1963 - 1980
and all copies for the period 1980 - 1989.)

The African Natfonalist 1 (2), December 1976. (single copy).

The Africanist, 1959 - 1963.

Amandla Matla 5 (2), 1976 (single copy).

ANC Bulletin, June - July 1959.

Assegai I (1). January 1963 {single copy).
Azania News, (single copy, no volume, no date).

Carter and Karis Microfilm Collection. (University of Z2ululand,
Umlaz! Extramural Division, Durban. Complete collection.)

Clarion Call, 1985 - 1991.

Congress Voice, February 1961 - April 1961.
Contact, 1957 - 1965.
Dawn, 1983 - 1985 (various issues).

Dawn Souvenir Issue, 1986 {(single issue).

Defence and Ald Fund Newsletter 5, 1964 (single copy).

Drum, 1963 - 1964.
Frank Talk, 1984 - 1985.

Freedom, also known as Inkululeko Freedom, 1966 (single copy).

Izwe-Lethu 9, June 1965 (single copy).

Ingaba Ya Basebenzi 1, January 1981 (single copy).

Jana Shakti, 1980 - 1986.

Keesings Contemporary Archives, 1960 - 1989.

Mayibuye 1, 1968 - 1991 (various 1séues).
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New Age, 1961 - 1962.
New African, 1975 - 1980.
News Week, June 1980.

Objector 3 (2), 1985 (single copy).

The Pan Africanist Congress Newsletter 2 (1), March 1963 (single
copy).

Peace Freedom and Socialism 7 (4), April 1964 (single copy).

Problems of Commﬁnism, January 1981 - May 1990.

Sechaba, 1967 - 1979’(various issues).
Sechaba, 1980 - 1991 (complete set),

Spotlight South Africa, ANC newsletter 3 (32) August 1965 (single
Copy ) . . . .

Spotlight South Africa 5, July 1990 (single copy).

South African Institute of Race Relations. Annual Survey of Race
Relations in South Africa, 195§ - 1990.

The South African Review, 1985 - 1989.

To_the Point, 1979 - 1980.

South African Update, July 1989 - July 1991.
Umnsebenzi, 1985 - 1988.
Umxoxi, 1985 - 1987. -

Voice of Women, 1 (1), March 1971 (single copy).

Work in Progress, January 1980 - June 1991.

9. SOUTH AFRICAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION (SABC); COMMENTARY

Die Bekamping van Terrorisme, 1981.05.07.

Die Stryd Teen Terrorisme in Suid-Afrika, 1981.09.03.
SA-Helslae in die Terreurstryd, 1981.09.15.

Vakbonde en Politiek, 1982.03.26.

Die Sowjet-Unie in Suider-Afrika, 1982.03.29.

Terrorisme in Suid-Afrika, 1982.11.29.



&
W UNIVERSITEIT YAN PRETORIA
0 UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
b

YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

-658~

Umkhonto we Sizwe - Skepping van die SAKP, 1983.03.15.

Die ANC se Offensief, 1983, 03.16.

Die ﬁitﬁlssing van Buitelandse Terroristebasisse, 1983.05.23.
Die Vergeldingsaanval, 1983.05.24.

Die Antwoord van die ANC, 1983.05.25.

Lesotho ontken ANC-verbintenisse, 1983.05.25.

Sulder-Afrika se“Keuse, 1983, 05. 26.

Reaksie op die Maputo Aanval, 1983.05.27.

Die Bom-ontploffings in Hillbrow en die ANC, 1983.08.08.

Die Redes vir die Aanval op die ANC-basis in Maputo, 1983.10.17.
Reaksie op die Aanval op die ANC-basis in Maputo, 1983.10.18.
Mosambiek en Terrorisme, 1983.10.19.

Suld-Afrika se Beleid teénoor Suider-Afrika, 1983.10.189.

Die ANC in Lesotho en Swaziland, 1983.11.23.

Die ANC, 1983.12.12.

Britse Wetgewing teen Terrorisme, 1984.02.06.

Vredestekens uit Maputo, 1984.02.08.

Die ANC se Verswakte Posisie, 1984.05.23.

Die Kwynende ANC, 1984.06.22.

Die Vérwerping van Geweld as Politieke Opsie, 1984.07.09.‘
ANC Infiltrasie, 1984.08.20.

SA se verwerping van Onderhandelings met die ANC, 1984.07.10.
Teen Revolusionére Optrede, 1984.10.10.

Die ANC, 1985.02.18.

6ptrede teen die ANC, 1985.06.17.

Verskepte ANC Terreur, 1985.06.28.

Dialoog met Terroriste, 1985.10.21.

Mislei deur die ANC, 1985.10.25.
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Die ANC Ontmasker, 1986.01.13.

Vcyheldsvegters, 1986.03. 20.

Die ANC Stel sy Saak, 1986.06.04.

10. SUMMARY OF WORLD BROADCASTS (THE BRITISH BROADCASTING
CORPORATION BBC)

SWB - January 1984 - December 1988. Inkatha Institute, Durban.

11. THESES (UNPUBLISHED)

Coetzee, P.J., Die Geskiedenis van die South African Congress of
Democrats, MA, RAU, 1977.

Daniel, A.J.C., Radical Resistance to Minority Rule in South Africa,
1906 - 1965. Phd, State University of New York at Buffalo,
Buffalo, 197s5. :

Dorabji, E.V., South African National Congress: Change from Non-
Violence to Sabotage between 1952 and 1964. Phd, University of
California, Berkeley, 1979.

Feit, E., Conflict and Communication: An Analysis of the Western
Areas and Bantu Education Campaigns of the African National

———oo ob SanLll sducation Campalgns of the African Natlional
Congress of South Africa based on Communication and Conflic

Theories. Phd, University of Michigan, 1965.

Hendricks, J.P., From Moderation to Militancy. A Study of African
Leadership and Political Reactions in South Africa, 1936 - 1960,
Phd, University of Michigan, 1983.

Koster, J., Die Invloed van die SAKP op die Revolutionére Strategie
van die ANC. MA, RaU, Johannesburg, 1984.

Le Roux, C.J.B., Die Pan Africanist Congress in Suid-Afrika, 1958 -
1964. MA, RAU, Johannesburg, August 1977.

Nelson, J.D., Some External Aspects of Internal Conflict within South
Africa: A Study of the Place of International Activities in the
Development of the African National Congress. Phd, George
Washington University, 1975.

Ranuga, T.K., Marxism and Black Nationalism in South Africa (AZANIA):

A Comparative and Critical Analysis of the Ideological Conflict
and Consensus between Marxism and Natlionalism in the ANC, the
PAC and the BCM, 1920 - 1980. Brandeis University, Phd, 1983.

Said, Y.A., Racial Belief Systems of Nationalist Movements. A Study
of Angola and South Africa. Phd, University of Denver, Colorado,
December 1975,
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Selfe, J., The Totai Onslaught and the Total Strategy. MA, University
of Cape Town, Cape Town, 1987.

Sonkosi, Z., African Opposition in South Africa from 1948 - 1969. An
Analysis of the African National Congress of South Africa’s Non-
Violent and Violent Actions. Phd, Free University of West
Berlin, September 1975.

Van der Merwe, €.J., 'n Stelselontleding van Revolusionére Aktiwi-
teite. Phd, University of Stellenbosch, 1980.

12, UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

Colins, L.J., Recent Developments in South Africa and our Task.
United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department of Political and
Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1975. (Notes and
Documents, no. 26/1975).

La Guma, A., Apartheid and the Coloured People of South Africa.
United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department of Political and
. Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1972. (Notes and
Documents, no. 18/1972).

Leballo, P., Statement by South African Liberation Movements to the
Special Committee on Apartheid. United Nations Unit on Apart-
heid, UN, New York, 1974. (Notes and Documents, no. 6/1974).

Friedman, J.R., Basic Facts on the Republic of South Africa and the
Policy of Apartheid. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Depart-
Bent of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New York,
1977. (Notes and Documents, no. 8/1977).

Makatini, J., Time for Mobilization. Challenge of South Africa’s
Military Build-up. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department
of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1978.
(Notes and Documents, no. 37/1978).

Mandela, N.R., Freedom, Justice and Dignity for all in South Africa:
Statements and Articles by Nelson Mandela. United Nations Unit
against Apartheid, UN, New York, 1978.

Naicker, M., The Defiance Campaign recalled. United Nations Unit on
Apartheid, Department of Political and Security Council Affairs,
UN, New York, 1972. (Notes and Documents, no. 11/1972).

Nzo, A., Address by Alfred Nzo, Secretary-General of the ANC (SA) to
the United Nations’ Special Committee on Apartheid, 8 March 1973.
United Nations, New York, 7 June 1973.

Ogbu, E.E., Path to Peace in South Africa. United Nations Unit on
Apartheid, Department of Political and Security Council Affairs,
UN, New York, 1974. (Notes and Documents, no. 32/1974).

Piliso, M., South African Liberation Movements address the Special
Committee on Apartheid: Statement by M. Piliso of the ANC (SA).
United Nations Unit on Apartheid, UN, New York, 1974. (Notes
and Documents, no. 6/1974).

-
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Resha, R., Statement by R. Resha a member of the NEC of the ANC (SA)
at the 112th meeting of the Special Committee on the Apartheid
policies of the Government of South Africa, on 18 March 1969.
United NMations Unit on Apartheid, UN, New York, 1969.

Shope, M.W., Victory is certain: Struggle against Racism and Apart-
heid in South Africa. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, UN, New
York, 1978. (Notes and Documents, no. 4/1978).

Suttner, R., Why I will go to Prison. United Nations Unit on Apart-
heid, UN, New York, 1976. (Notes and documents, no. 1/1976).

Tambo, 0., The Present stage of the Struggle against Apartheid in
South Africa. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, UN, New York,
July 1968.

Tambo, 0., The Victory of Our Cause is Assured. United Nations Unit
on Apartheid, UN, New York, 1976. (Notes and Documents, no. 33/
1976).

African Group at the United Nations Observes the 70th Anniversary of
the African National Congress and the 20th Anniversary of
Unkhonto we Sizwe; the military wing of the ANC. United Nations
Unit on Apartheid, UN, New York, 1982. (Notes and Documents,
no. 10/1982).

African National Congress call for campaign for the release of
political prisoners; Zinzie Mandela appeals to United Nations
for protection of her mother. United Nations Unit on Apartheid,
Department of Political and Security Council Affalrs, UN, New
York, 1973. (Notes and Documents, no. 5/1973).

African National Congress: Declaration of the National Executive
Committee of the African National Congress of South Africa,
Morogoro, 17 - 20 March 1975. United Nations Unit on Apartheid,
UN, New York, 1975. (Notes and Documents, no. 13/1975).

The Case for Mandatory Economic Sanctions Against South Africa by the
ANC (SA). United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department of
Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1980.
(Notes and Documents, no. 23/1980).

The Defiance Campaign of 1952. United Nations Unit on Apartheid,
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New
York, 1972. (Notes and Documents, no. 1/1972).

International Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims of
Colonialism and Apartheid in Southern Africa; Oslo, Norway
9 - 14 April 1973. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department
of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1973.
(Notes and Documents, no. 12/1973).

The Rivonia Trial - Ten Years after. United Nations Unit on Apart-
heid, Department of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN,
New York, 1974, (Notes and Documents, no. 8/1974).
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The Struggle Against Racism and Apartheid. United Nations Unit on
Apartheid, Department of Political and Security Council Affairs,
UN, New York, 1976. (Notes and Documents, no. 22/1976).

World Conference for Actlon against Apartheid; Lagos, Nigerla, 22 -
26 August, 1977. United Nations Unit on Apartheid, Department
of Political and Security Council Affairs, UN, New York, 1977.
{Notes and documents, No. CONF., 2/1977).

13. OTHER SOURCES DEALING WITH THE ANC, SACP AND UMKHONTO WE SIZWE

Por additional sources on the history of the ANC, the SACP and
Unkhonto we Sizwe the reader may also turn to the following biblio-
graphies:

Bohmer, E.W., A Bibliographical and Historical Study of Left Radical
Movements and Some Alleged Left Radical Movements in South Africa
and Namibia, 1900 - 1981. Unpublished MA Thesis in Library
Science, University of Stellenbosch, October 1984.

Kagan, A., The African National Congress of South Africa: A Biblio-
graphy, (A Current Bibliography on African Affairs 15 (1), 1982 -
1983). This bibliography on the ANC was first published by the
United Nations Unit on Apartheid in its “Notes and Documents"
series in March 1982.

Wynne, S.J. (comp), South African Political Materials: A Catalogue
of the Carter-Karis Collection. Southern Africa Research
Archives Project, Bloomington, Indiana, 1977.

14, MISCELLANEOUS

Telephone conversation with Prof. M. Hough, University of Pretoria,
1991.06.03.
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APPENDIX A

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FORMATION OF UMKHONTO WE §;ZNE. FLYER, RELEASED
ON 16 DECEMBER 1961

Units of Umkhonto we Sizwe today [December 16, 1961] carried out
planned attacks against government installations, particularly those
connected with the policy of apartheid and race discrimination.

Umkhonto we Sizwe is a new, independent body, formed by Africans. It
fncludes in its ranks South Africans of all races. It is not
connected in any way with a so-called Committee for National
Liberation whose existence has been announced in the press. Umkhonto
we Sizwe will carry on the struggle for freedom and democracy by new
nethods, which are necessary to complement the actions of the
established national 1liberation organizations. Umkhonto we Sizwe
fully supports the national 1liberation movement, and our nénbers,
Jointly and individually, place themselves under the overall
political guidance of that movement.

It _ls, however, well known that the main national 1iberation
organisations in this country have consistently followed a policy of
non-violence, They have conducted themselves peaceably at all times,
regardless of government attacks and persecutions upon them and ’
despite all government-inspired attempts to provoke them to violence.
They have done so because the people prefer peaceful methods of
change to achieve their aspirations without the suffering and
bitterness of civil war. But the people’s patience is not endless.

The time comes in the life of any nation when there remain only two
choices: subrit or fight. That time has now come to South Africa.
. We shall not submit, and we have no choice but to hit back by all

means within our power in defence of our people, our future, and our
freedon.
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The government has interpreted the peacefulness of the movement as
weakness;  the people’s non-violent policies have been taken as a
green light for government violence. Refusal to resort to force has
peen interpreted by the government as an 1nvitatiqn to use armed
force against the people without any fear of reprisals. The methods
of Umkhonto we Sizwe mark a break with that past.

We are striking out along 2 new road for the liberation of the people
of this country. The government policy of force, repression, and
violence will no longer be met with nonviolent resistance only! The
choice is not ours; it has been made bY the Nationalist government
which has rejected every peaceable demand by the people for rights
and freedom and answered every such demand with force énd yet more
force! Twice in the past eighteen months, virtual martial law has
been imposed in order to beat down peaceful, nonviolent gtrike action
of the people in support of their rights. It ts now preparing its
forces - enlarging and rearning its arsed gorces and draving white
civilian population into compandos and pistol clubs - for full-scale
nilitary actlons against the people. The Nationalist governmeng has

chosen the course of force and massacre, now deliberately, as it did
at Sharpeville.

Unkhonto we Sizwe will be at the front line of the people s defence.
it will be the fighting arm of the people against the government and
fts policies of race oppression. It will be the striking force of
the people for 1iberty, for rights, and for their final 1iperation!
Let the government, its supporters who put it into power, and those
whose passive tolerance of reaction keeps it in power take note of
where the Nationalist government is leading the country!

We of Umkhonto we Sizwe have always sought - as the liberation
novement has sought - to achieve liberation, without bloodshed and
civil clash. We do so still. We hope - even at this late hour -
that our first actions will awaken everyone to a realization of the
disastrous situation to which the Nationalist policy 1s leading. We
hope that we will bring the government and its supporters to thelir
senses before it is too late, So that both government and its
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policies can be changed before patters reach the desperate stage of
civil war. We believe our actions to be a blow agalnst the
Nationallst preparations for civil war and military rule.

In these actions, we are working in the best interests of all the
people of this country - black, brown, and white - whose future
happiness and well-being cannot be attained without the overthrow of
the Nationalist government, the abolition of white supremacy, and the
winning of 1liberty, democracy, and full national rights and equality
for all the people of this country.

We appeal for the support and encouragement oOf all those South
Africans who seek the happlness and freedom of the people of this
country.

Afrika Mayibuye!

Issued by command of Umkhonto we Sizwe.¢ )

1. S. Johns and R. Hunt Davis, (eds), Mandela, Tambo and_the
African National Congress. The Struggle Against Apartheid,
1948 - 1990. A Documentary Survey, pp. 138 - 139.
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UMKHONTO WE SIIZWE. ITS ROLE IN THE ANC'S ONSLAUGHT AGAINST WHITE
DOMINATION IN SOUTH APRICA, 1961 - 1988

SUMMARY

The above study examines the history and role that Umkhonto we Sizwe
(MK) played in the armed struggle led by the African Natlonal
Congress - South African Communist Party alllance between 1961 and
the end of 1988. The two dates represents the formation of Umkhonto
in November 1961 and the signing of the New York Accord in Decemnber
1988 respectively. The latter date is significant in that while it
secured a peaceful transition of power in South West Africa Namibia
it also helped to destroy the continued presence of Umkhonto and the
ANC-SACP alliance in Angola. This latter development, together with
other factors such as the éhanges that were taking place in the
Soviet Union and elsewhere in the communist world, contributed to the
decline of Umkhonto and thus the armed struggle by the end of the
1980°s despite continued assurance by its leaders that this was not
the case. By the beginning of the 1990's it had become abundantly
clear that neither the ANC-SACP alliance nor Umkhonto were in a
position to escalate the armed struggle into a full-scale people’s
war.

While this study deals primarily with the history and role of

“Umkhonto in the armed struggle, the fact that the organisatlon was
the creation of the ANC-SACP alliance and that it stood under the
full control of the latter, makes it also in a way a history of the
ANC and the SACP and their role in the armed struggle. With its
formation in November 1961 Umkhonto we Slzwe was presented to the
world as a new and independent organisation formed by Africans in
their struggle against racial discrimination in South Africa. The
truth was that while Umkhonto was indeed a new organisation it was
neither 1independent nor a creation of Africans alone. On the
contrary, at the trial of the National High Command of Umkhonto in
1963 it was revealed that the organisation was almost exclusively a
fief of the SACP.

Not only was it predominantly staffed with members of the SACP and
its affilliated ‘organisations such as SACTU, but it was both financed

and controlled by the 1latter. Moreover, White leaders in the SACP
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played an actlve, if not .a leading role in the activities and
decisions of Umkhonto we Sizwe. Although White members of the
Connunist Party could not become members of the ANC's Natlonal
Executive Committee before 1985, this problem was overcome through
their membership of Umkhonto and the fact that most, if not all
African members of the SACP were also members of the ANC and Umkhonto
and vice versa. In 1985 for Instance it was decided at the ANC's
Kabwe National Consultative Conference that in future all members of
the Liberation alliance {(i.e. the ANC, the SACP and SACTU) should
undergo military training in Umkhonto’s training camps in Angola and
elsewhere. In fact, the overlapping in membership between Umkhonto,
the ANC and the SACP was so extenslve that for all practical purposes
they belonged to one predominant organisation, namely the SACP. All .
three the organisations were supporters of the Freedom Charter and

the Hérxist-Leninlst, Stalinist principles followed py the SACP which
called for the total desiruction of the South African government and
its replacement with a “democratic® South Africa based on the
socialist principles of Marx, Lenin and Stalin. These and other
aspects of the special relationship between Umkhonto, the ANC and the
SACP are dealt with in chapter six of the study. As for the
remainder of the study chapters one to £ive deals with the
development of the 1liberation struggle; the gradual drift to armed
resistance between 1912 and the banning of the ANC in 1960; the
decision to form Umkhonto in 1961 and the history of the armed
struggle both inside and outside South Africa up to the end of 1988.
In contrast, chapters seven to nine deals primarily with the
organisation, leadership, £und1ng,' recruitment, training and araming
of Umkhonto as well as the factors and conditions that helped to
prohibit the organisation’s armed activities and strategy since the
early 1960°s. The study ends with a short conclusion followed by a
postscript in which the development of the armed struggle since
December 1988 to the unbanning of Umkhonto, the ANC, the SACP and

about thirty other anti-apartheid organisations in February 1990 is
detalled.

C.J.B. le Roux
DURBAN

December 1991.
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UMKHONTO WE SIZWE. ITS ROLE IN THE ANC'S ONSLAUGHT AGAINST WHITE
DOMINATION IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1961 - 1988 -

OPSOMMING

Bogenoende verhandeling "beskryf die geskiedenis en rol wat Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) 1n die gewapende stryd vir nasionale bevryding tussen
1961 en die einde van 1988 gespeel het. Die begin- en einddatums
verteenwoordig onderskeidelik die stigting van die organisasie in
November 1961 en die ondertekening van die New York Verdrag deur
Suid-Afrika, Kuba en Angola op 22 Desember 1988. peur laasgenoemde
gebeurtenis is Umkhonto effektief gedwing om sy militére teenwoordig-
heid in Angola te staak, sy strategie te wysig en sy bestaande
basisse en ander fasiliteite honderde kilometers noord te verskuif.
Na dié terugslag het die leiers van Umkhonto desperaat gepoog om die
wéreld daarvan te oortuig dat dit weinig uitwerking op die organi-
sasie se militére stryd sal hé. Teen die einde van die 1980°s was
dit egter duidelik dat alhoewel Umkhonto nog aanvalle binne
Suid-Afrika kon onderneem, die moontlikheid wvan 'n volskaalse
guerrilla-oorlog verval het as gevolg van veranderde omstandighede
buite sowel as binne Suid-Afrika.

Hoewel hierdie studie hoofsaaklik te make het met die geskiedenis van
Umkhonto, sy organisasie, leierskap, en die finansiering en
bewapening van sy kadres, {is dit ook in 'n mate die geskiedenis en
verloop van die African National Congress - Suid-Afrikaanse
Kommuniste Party alliansie tussen 1961 en die einde van 1988, Met sy
stigting teen die einde van 1961 was Umkhonto aan die wéreld
voorgehou as 'n nuwe onafhanklike organisasie gestig deur Swartes,
maar dit het egter gou duidelik geword dat alhoewel Umkhonto wel ‘n
- nuwe organisasie was, dit beslis nie onafhanklik of deur Swartes
alleen gestig was nie; inteendeel, tydens die verhoor van die leiers
van die Nasionale Opperbevel van Umkhonto in 1963/64 het dit bale
duidelik aan die 1lig gekom dat die organisasie feitlik geheel en al
met die finansi&le en organisatoriése hulp van die verbode SAKP
gestig en onderhou was. Dit het ook duidelik geblyk dat die Blanke
leiers in die SAKP ‘n leidende rol in die stigting en leierskap van

Umkhonto dgespeel het. In der waarheid was daar gevind dat die lelers
van Umkhonto ook die leiers van die ANC en die SAKP, en vice versa,
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was. Die mate vén oorvleueling in die lelerskap van Umkhonto, die
ANC en die SAKP was so omvattend dat dit feitlik onmoontlik was om n
duidelike onderskeid tussen die drie organisasies ten opsigte van
hulle leierskab te maak. Dieselfde geld ook vir die jdeologiese en
politieke filosofied wat deur die drie organisasies verkondig was -
daarvolgens was dit duidelik dat Umkhonto, die ANC en die SAKP een en
dieselfde orqanlsasie was. Al drie was byvoorbeeld voorstanders van
die Freedom Charter en die daarstelling van 'n demokratiese
Ssuid-Afrika gebaseer op die sostalistiese beginsels van Marx, Lenin
en Stalin.

Die geskiedenié van Umkhonto en die organisasje se verhouding tot die
ANCFSAKP alliansie word dan ook in die grootste besonderheid behan-
del. Die studie ondersoek ook die redes en algemene omstandighede wat
aanleiding gegee het tot die besluit in 1961 om tot geweld oor te
gaan. Dié en ander gebeure wat aanleiding gegee het tot die stigting
van Umkhonto in 1961 word in die eerste gedeelte van die verhandeling
uiteengesit - hoofstukke een tot vyf behandel die algemene geskiede-
nis en verloop van die gewapende stryd vanaf die stigting van
Unkhonto in 1961 tot en met die ondertekening van die New York
Verdrag op 22 Desember 1988, Die tweede helfte van die studie - hoof-.
stukke ses tot nege - ondersoek Umkhonto in 'n meer tematiese vorm.
So "b#voorbeeld, behandel hoofstuk ses die hoogs teenstrydige verhou-
ding tussen Umkhonto, die ANC en die SAKP, terwyl hoofstukke sewe €n
agt Umkhonto, ten opsigte van sy organisatoriese struktuur, lejer-
skap, finansiering, werwing en die bewapening van sy kadres tussen
1961 en 1988, ondersoek. Die laaste hoofstuk (hoofstuk nege),
ondersoek die mislukking van Umkhonto se gewapende stryd en die
moontlike redes en faktore wat daartoe aanleiding kon gegee het. Pie
verhandeling word afgesluit met ‘n kort samevatting en ‘n naskrif wat
kortliks die verloop van die gewapende stryd vanaf Desember 1988 tot
- en met die ontbanning vaﬁ Umkhonto, die ANC, die SAKP en ongeveer
dertig ander anti-apartheidsorganisasies in Februarie 1990 ondersoek.

C.J.B. le Roux
DURBAN
Desember 1991.
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