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Summary

The intention of this research is to develop a homiletical approach that will
better equip the preacher in proclaiming the Glory of God. The study comes in
a context where there has been a legitimate shift in emphasis in the direction
of the listener, but it is the contention of this study that the pendulum has
swung away from the pre-eminence of God that should permeate sermons

being preached.

Having established the need for a renewed apprehension of God in preaching
the writer examines the general preaching landscape leading up to and
including the 21% century. This part of the study includes some of the
influences on the present day understanding on the role of knowledge and the
guestioning of God’s ability to communicate truth to man. The study also
shows how these influences have led to a focus in preaching on human

feeling and experience.

The weight of Gods glory is then examined with the consequent implication of
God's passion for His own glory and the need for all preaching therefore to be
Theo-centric. This is reinforced by an examination of the transcendence of
God, unfolding the dangers of domesticating God by eliminating a sense of

mystery as to the infinite nature of God.

An overview of more recent developments in homiletical theory is examined
demonstrating the conspicuous absence of the pre-eminence of God in
preaching. A summary of the following three preaching models is presented,
expository, narrative and topical, to provide a basis for later comparison.

Key theological convictions and practices necessary to proclaim the Glory of
God are then identified from the literature study. These are then used in a
guestionnaire compiled to be used in churches where the listeners are

exposed to the three identified preaching models.
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The results from the empirical study is then analysed in the light of the theory
presented in the literature studies. On the basis of these outcomes the

following guidelines were recommended:

e Guidelines on determining the content of the sermon.

e Guidelines on the focus of the sermon.

e Guidelines on the content of the sermon.

e Guidelines on believing that God is primarily concerned about Himself

leading to greater confidence in God’s grace to sinful people.

And then finally, concluding that if the desired goal of proclaiming the Glory of
God is to be consistently accomplished, then the expository model of

preaching is best suited to the task.



University of Pretoria etd — De Kiewit, C (2007)
Vi

Keywords

Preaching

Knowledge

Human Feelings

Human Experience
Emerging Church

The Glory of God

The Transcendence of God
The pre-eminence of God
Preaching models
Expository

Narrative

Topical

Listener

Apprehension of God

Theo-centric



University of Pretoria etd — De Kiewit, C (2007)
Vil

Table of Contents

I [ 011 (e Yo ¥ [ 0] o PP UPRTRTRRRN 1
1.1  The Problem Stated............uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3
1.2 PUIPOSE ettt e e e e e e e eeaaas 5
IRRC T Y/ 111 0T To (o] [0 |V 5

1.3.1 A Lterature StUAY........ucieiieeeeieeeeiiice e e e 5
1.3.2 Practical-theological Method ..............coooviiiiiiiiii e, 6
1.4  Development of StUAY .......uuueiiiiiiiiiii e 8
14.1 Understanding the 21%' Century Challenge...........c..ccccocveveveneene. 8
1.4.2 A Biblical View of the Glory and Transcendence of God............. 9
1.4.3  Theological Theories and Preaching Models.............cccceuvvvnnnnn. 9
1.4.4  Towards a Homiletical APProach ..........ccccvvviiviiiinieeeiiieeeiiiinn 9
1.4.5  The Effect on the LIStENEer ..........cvviiiiiiiiiiiieiee e 10
1.4.6  An Adjusted Theory of PraxiS .......ccccceeeeveeeeiiiiiiiiiee e, 10

2. Understanding The 21st Century Challenge.........ccccccceeevviviciiiieennnnnn. 12
2.1  The Role of Knowledge in the Christian Faith..................ccoovvvvnnnn... 12
2.2 An Emphasis on Human Feelings ... 21
2.3  The Church in the Market Place .......ccccceevviiiiiiiiiiiie e 24
2.4  The Emerging ChUrCh.........cooiiiiiiiii e 30
2.5 Is Something MiSSING?.....coii e e 35

3. ABiblical View of the Glory and Transcendence of God................ 38
3.1 The GIory Of GO .....ccuuiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 38

3.1.1 Gloryinthe Old Testament...........cccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee 38
3.1.2 Gloryinthe New Testament..........ccccevevvviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeiicee e 41
3.1.3  God’'s Passion for His OWn GIory ...........ccceeeiiiieiiiiieiicieeeeee, 49
3.1.4  God Created the Universe to Show his Glory..........ccccoeeeeeeeeee. 50
3.2 The Transcendence and Immanence of God ............ccooeeiiiiiiiiiinns 52
3.2.1 DefiNItiONS.....coeeieieee e 52

3.2.2 [2]]0][Tor=1 I N g T=To] [ o |V 20 55



University of Pretoria etd — De Kiewit, C (2007)

viii

4. Theological Theories and Preaching Models ...........cccccooviiiiiiiennnnn. 64
4.1  An Overview of Recent Developments in Homiletical Theory.......... 64
41.1 Developments Around the Kerygmatic Theory ..........ccccoeeene.. 66
4.1.2  The Growing Importance of the Listener ............ccccceeveeeeiiiennn, 71
4.1.3 The New HOMIIELIC ...coeevvviiiii e 73

4.2  Contemporary Preaching Models ..........cccccciiiiiiiiiee 75
4.2.1 Narrative Preaching..........coouuuuiiiiiiiiiieeeiciee e 76
4.2.2 EXxpository Preaching.............uiiiiiiiiiiiiecce e 81
4.2.3 Topical Preaching...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 90
4.2.4  Summary of Preaching Models ............ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins 92

5. Toward a New Homiletical Approach...........cccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 94
5.1  Speaking God's WOIAS .......ccoeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 94
5.2  The Pre-eminence of GOd .........ooooeveiiiiiii, 97
5.3 God is the Most Self-Centred Person in the Universe ................... 104
5.4 The Transcendence of GOd............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 105
5.5  The Light of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ.............ccceevvvivinnnnnnn. 106
6. The Effect On the LIStENEer........ccccviiiiiiiie e 108
6.1  Method Of SUIVEY .....ooeveiiiiii e 108
6.2  Analysis and Discussion of the Survey.........ccccccviieiiieiecceeeeeeiin, 111
6.2.1 One Way Frequency ANalySIS .........cooieeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiinne e eeeeeeiiens 112
6.2.2  Second Level “chi-squared” Analysis ..........ccccoeeveiiiiiiiienennenn. 139

7. An Adjusted Theory Of PraxXiS .........coocueiiiiiiiiieeiiieee e 144
7.1 Recommended GUIdENINES ........cccoiiimmmmiiiiiiiiieees 145
7.1.1  On Determining the Content of the Sermon ........................... 146
7.1.2 On the Focus of the Sermon ...........ccceoiviiiiiiiiii e 148
7.1.3 On the Content of the Sermon.........ccccoovveeviiieeiiiiiii e 150

7.1.4  On Believing that God is Primarily Concerned about Himself.154

7.2
7.3

Recommended Preaching Model .............ccoovviiiiiieececeecee 155
A SamPIe SEIMON ..o 157



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

University of Pretoria etd — De Kiewit, C (2007)

iX
BIDHOGIrapy ... 164
Appendix 1 — Questionnaire: Preaching ........cccccccoviiiiiiiiinnn, 179
Appendix 2 — Narrattive Sermon: NL..........ccccocceieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 184
Appendix 3 — EXpOository Sermon: EXL ........cccccvvvevveeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 187
Appendix 4 —Topical SErmMON: Td......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiieee e 198
Appendix 5 — Topical SErMON: T2........cooiiiiiiiiieieeee e 202
Appendix 6 — Topical SErMON: T3.......ccooiiiiiiieieeee e 207
Appendix 7 — Topical SErMON: Td........cooiiiiiiiiieieeee e e 215
Appendix 8 — EXPOSItory SErmon: E2 ........ccccvveeeveeeee i 219
Appendix 9 — EXpOository SErmon: E3 ........cvveeeeiiiiiiieieeeee e 223
Appendix 10 — EXpOsitory SErmon: E4 .........eveeeveieciiiiiiieeee e 229

Appendix 11 — Topical Sermon: T5.......ccciiivieee e 235



	FRONT
	Title page
	Declaration
	Acknowledgments
	Summary
	Keywords
	Table of Contents

	Chapters 1-3
	Chapters 4-5
	Chapters 6-7
	Back

