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SUMMARY
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by
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University: University of Pretoria

Degree: Master of Engineering (Computer Engineering)
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extraction, morphological processing, virtual line.

People counting system involves the process of counting and estimating the number of people in

a scene. The counting system has a number of useful applications, ranging from pedestrian traffic

surveillance and monitoring the number of people that enters and leaves shopping malls to commercial

buildings, vehicles and a number of other security-related applications. Over the years, significant

progress has been made. However, people counting systems still have not overcome a number of

challenges such as occlusions, human pose and direction, multiple people detection, varying lighting

and weather conditions.

The aim of this research is to present an optimal solution that is invariant to the challenges. That

is, the outcome of the results will not be affected by the challenges. Also, the solution will handle

the trade-off between the counting accuracy and the time it takes to implement the counting process.

As a result, a new background subtraction method known as single pixel method is proposed. This

is where useful features are collected from each scene using frame difference method. Then, these

features are reduced into single pixels. The single pixels are then used to estimate the total number of

people in the scene. Furthermore, a virtual-line direction-estimation method is presented where the

directions in which the people are heading are estimated prior to counting.

 
 
 



OPSOMMING

ENKELLOPEND-PIXEL ROBUUSTE BENADERING VIR AGTERGROND

AFTREKKING VIR VINNIGE MENSE TEL EN RIGTING RAMING

deur

Adedolapo Olaide Adegboye

Studieleier(s): Prof. Gerhard Hancke (University of Pretoria, South Africa)

Departement: Elektriese, Elektroniese en Rekenaar-Ingenieurswese

Universiteit: Universiteit van Pretoria

Graad: Magister in Ingenieurswese (Rekenaaringenieurswese)

Sleutelwoorde: mense tel, agtergrond aftrekking, rigting skatting, Feature Extraction,

morfologiese verwerking, virtuele lyn.

Mense-telstelsels behels die proses van die tel en die beraming van die aantal mense op ’n toneel. Die

telstelsel het ’n aantal nuttige toepassings wat wissel van voetgangerverkeer toesig en die monitering

van die aantal mense wat binnekom en verlaat tot winkelsentrums, kommersiële geboue, voertuie, en

’n aantal ander sekuriteit-verwante programme. Oor die jare is beduidende vordering gemaak. Daar is

egter ’n aantal uitdagings wat mense-telstelsels nog nie oorkom het nie, soos afsluiting, menslike in-

hou en rigting, die opsporing van veelvoudige mense, wisselende beligting en weerstoestande.

Die doel van hierdie navorsing is om ’n optimale oplossing aan te bied, wat invariant is teen die

uitdagings. Met ander woorde, die uitdagings sal nie die resultate affekteer nie. Die oplossing sal

ook die uitruil tussen die tel akkuraatheid en die implementeringstyd van die telproses hanteer. As

gevolg hiervan, is ’n nuwe agtergrondaftrekkingsmetode, wat bekend staan as ’n enkele beeldelement

metode, voorgestel. Dit is waar die nuttige funksies van elke toneel, met behulp van die raamver-

skilmetode ingesamel word. Dan word hierdie eienskappe in enkele beeldelemente verminder. Die

enkele beeldelemente word dan gebruik om die totale aantal mense in die toneel te skat. Verder is

daar van ’n virtuele-lyn rigting-skatting metode gebruik gemaak wat die rigtings waarin die mense

beweeg vooraf beraam.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

“Engineering is the art of modelling materials

we do not wholly understand,

into shapes we cannot precisely analyse

so as to withstand forces we cannot properly assess,

in such a way that the public has no reason

to suspect the extent of our ignorance.”

Dr AR Dykes - British Institution of Structural Engineers, 1976.

1.1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

1.1.1 Context of the problem

Visual surveillance is an important security application where people’s activities can be monitored

and recorded. People counting is an extract of the visual surveillance application and it serves as

an estimation process where different point of interest (POI) areas are monitored and the number

of people in those areas are counted and recorded. The monitored areas vary between outdoor and

indoor environments such as buildings, shopping malls, hotels, residential areas, universities, streets,

parks and other recreational areas.

People counting is quickly becoming a significant aspect in computer vision because it is widely

implemented in various areas such as visual surveillance, intelligent transportation systems, people

monitoring, behaviour recognition, direction estimation and security access control.

Due to advances in intelligent systems, people counting has attracted a lot of attention in recent years

where extensive studies and algorithmic proposals have been successfully performed. However, it

 
 
 



Chapter 1 Introduction

is deemed as one of the challenging and key problems in robust real-time systems where restric-

tions such as occlusions, human pose and direction, multiple people detection, lighting and weather

conditions, are present.

1.1.2 Research gap

Several research studies have been published in order to solve the problem of counting the number of

people present in a scene using a video camera. In a typical scenario, an area is monitored and each

person in the scene is counted and recorded after a period of time.

As easy as this sounds, the counting process faces a number of challenges or restrictions that limit

its performance. Firstly, the people must be moving. If little or no movement is observed from

the person, the person is considered as the background image. Secondly, the background of the

scene must be simple, i.e. non-complex scenes and the image resolution should be high quality [1].

Furthermore, the counting process could be affected when non-human movements are observed and

the complexity of the scene could greatly increase if multiple targets are observed.

Other challenges include partial and full occlusions, imperfect foreground extraction, false detections,

illumination changes, human pose and direction, to name but a few [1]-[3]. One of the most difficult

challenges is occlusions which mostly occurs when a person is partially hidden from the camera’s

field of view or when two or more people are moving at the same pace in the scene. In the process,

crowds of people are entering or exiting an area at the same time so it is very difficult to distinguish

between all the humans in the scene.

With regards to human pose and direction, the field of view is an important aspect in people detec-

tion. If a top view is presented, only the head (sometimes shoulder) of the person is observed and

detected. If a side view is presented, then most of the parts of the body can be observed [4]. These are

some of the challenges that need to be properly addressed before people counting can be successfully

implemented.

There have been many advances that aim to solve these challenges affiliated with people counting

but the solutions are highly application specific so they fall short in robust cases. The attempts either

solve one of the challenges [1], [5]-[11] or bypass them using hardware-based methods [11], [12]

and direction-flow methods [13]. People counting algorithm consists of other image processing al-

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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Chapter 1 Introduction

gorithms which increases the complexity of the algorithm. Therefore, there is a trade-off between the

complexity and performance of the algorithm; that is, an increase in the performance accuracy of the

algorithm will unfortunately result in an increase in the complexity of the algorithm.

1.2 RESEARCH OBJECTIVE AND QUESTIONS

People counting algorithms are mostly implemented in different scenes for security reasons. Some of

the reasons are: 1) the need to monitor the number of people entering and exiting a building so that

when an emergency occurs, it is easier to know the number of people that have exited the building

and quickly locate the people left in the building; or 2) for traffic surveillance where pedestrian traffic

flow can be estimated. As mentioned earlier, people counting faces significant restrictions which have

to be properly addressed and resolved.

In the ideal scenario, a proposed people counting system should be capable of:

• successfully counting the number of people at a specific location in the scene,

• addressing and solving all the above-mentioned significant restrictions that people counting

systems face, and

• being implementable under as many different scenarios as possible such as simple and complex

cases of public, private, outdoor and indoor environments.

Due to time constraints, man-power and funding, this research will be unable to solve all the above-

mentioned challenges that people counting systems are faced with. Therefore, the following con-

straints were imposed on the operational processes of the system.

1. The system can be implemented for outdoor and indoor applications; however, success will

only be guaranteed for public-outdoor and private-indoor environments.

2. The system will be invariant to significant restrictions such as occlusions, illumination condi-

tions, human pose and direction; however the performance of the system will be diminished

when heavy occlusions are observed.

Given those restraints, the primary objectives are defined as: 1) the implementation of robust people

counting algorithm that is not application specific; 2) that is invariant to occlusions, illumination

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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Chapter 1 Introduction

conditions, human pose and direction; 3) that provides direction estimation of the people; 4) with low

complexity and high performance accuracy.

These primary objectives are correlated with the research questions provided as follows:

• How do we develop a robust people counting algorithm that is application-specific?

• How do we deal with restrictions that affect the performance accuracy of people-counting al-

gorithm?

• How do we determine the direction in which a person is moving, prior to counting, without

increasing the complexity of the algorithm?

• How do we reduce time, increase speed and performance accuracy of people-counting al-

gorithm?

• How do we implement a robust background segmentation algorithm that significantly improves

the performance accuracies of people-counting and related image processing algorithms?

1.3 HYPOTHESIS AND APPROACH

The hypothesis presented in this research states that the accuracies of people counting and other

related image processing systems are significantly reduced where the above-mentioned challenges and

restrictions are present. It is mandatory to solve these challenges in order to increase accuracy of the

proposed system. Therefore, the approach taken in the implementation is explained as follows.

An important step in people-counting is background subtraction where targets are detected either by

extracting their necessary features or isolating their shapes. The targets can be easily counted once

they are accurately detected so it is very crucial to only extract useful and necessary features from the

scenes. Therefore, a robust and effective background subtraction method is proposed using single-

pixel method. In this method, background and other unnecessary objects are removed by observing

and extracting frame differences from each frame. Then, each extracted frame difference is collected

as useful features and reduced into single pixels; allowing easier counting and tracking of the people

in the scenes.

Furthermore, a virtual-line direction-estimation method is proposed where the directions in which

the people are heading are estimated prior to counting. Suppose multiple persons are observed in

the scenes and it is required to determine if the people are entering or leaving a building; a vertical

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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or horizontal virtual line is drawn at the entrance point of the scene. The people are tracked by

collecting the xy-coordinates of their single pixels. If vertical line is drawn, the system will compare

the x-coordinates of the single pixels with the x-coordinates of the virtual line. If the x-coordinates are

increasing, then we know that the person is trying to enter the building. If decreasing x-coordinates

are observed, then the person is trying to exit the building. As a result, if the person′s direction is

towards the building, the person is counted as entering the building. If not, the person is counted as

exiting the building. If the person never gets to the building, the person is counted but “unassigned”.

Alternatively, if a horizontal line is drawn, the process is repeated for y-coordinates.

1.4 RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION

The main research contribution of the dissertation is the single-pixel method which answers the re-

search objectives that are questioned in the study. The single-pixel method is a process that is able

to accurately: 1) extract useful and necessary features in scenes; 2) count the number of people that

are in different scenes with a minimized-low complexity; and 3) estimate the directions in which the

people are heading with low complexity and high accuracy. As a result, it employs better accuracies

for people counting and other related computer vision algorithms.

The method can be implemented on inputs with varying environmental conditions. These environ-

ments include indoor and outdoor areas; public places such as state libraries, stadiums, parks and

fitness centres; and private places such as residential areas. Also, it is invariant to most significant

challenges concerned with people counting algorithm such as partial and heavy occlusions, varying

lighting conditions, different human pose and direction. As a result, an effective and robust people-

counting and direction estimation approach is presented.

Other contribution includes the functionality of single-pixel method with other related image pro-

cessing and computer vision algorithms.

1.5 OVERVIEW OF STUDY

The rest of the dissertation is organised as follows: Chapter 2 presents an overview of state-of-art

people counting algorithms while Chapter 3 provides a literature study on background subtraction

methods. The various approaches for the implementation of background subtraction methods are dis-

cussed. Chapter 4 provides an overview on morphological image processing and Chapter 5 provides

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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a literature study on state-of-art tracking techniques. Chapter 6 provides the complete detailed ap-

proach and implementation of the developed people counting system while Chapter 7 presents the

experimental results and performance evaluation. The dissertation concludes with Chapter 8 which

presents the summary of the results achieved and future work in the research community.

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria

6

 
 
 



CHAPTER 2 PEOPLE COUNTING ALGORITHMS

“When a distinguished but elderly scientist states that

something is possible, he is almost certainly right.

When he states that something is impossible,

he is very probably wrong.”

Arthur C. Clarke (1917 - ), Clarke’s first law

2.1 CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

People counting is an estimation process where the number of people in image scenes are observed

and counted over a period of time in a frame-to-frame analysis. The counting process is divided into

two classes, namely, region of interest (ROI) counting and line of interest (LOI) counting [14]. These

two classes are explained in detail in this chapter.

2.2 LOI COUNTING

LOI counting involves the process of estimating the total number of people across a detection line over

a certain period of time. It is implemented using a specific type of feature extraction-based method

known as feature trajectories clustering [1], [14], [15]. This is the process where useful features are

collected over a period of time across the frames and tracked into trajectories. Then, the feature

trajectories are clustered into objects. The number of objects recorded in each scene is denoted as the

number of people.

 
 
 



Chapter 2 People counting algorithms

2.3 ROI COUNTING

ROI counting involves the process of estimating the total number of people in a specific region over

a period of time and the counting process can be implemented through detection-based and feature

extraction-based methods [16], [17].

2.3.1 Detection-based methods

Detection-based methods involve the process of individually detecting all the people present in the

scene. The entire person or parts of their bodies can be detected, such as head, head-shoulder, face

and upper body [4], [16], [18]-[21]. Also, the people can be detected by reconstructing their 3D

human shapes [2], [3], [22]. Once detection has occurred, the total number of detected persons is

counted and recorded.

Detection-based method is not popular with regards to implementation because its performance is

strongly dependent on which detection algorithm is implemented [17]. Also, the performance of

the algorithm is severely affected in the presence of occlusions, multi-target detection and varying

lighting conditions [17], so the detection-based methods can be achieved using motion detection and

analysis-based methods [23], [24]; template-based methods [25]; background differencing [26] and

spatio-temporal methods [14], [27].

2.3.2 Feature-based methods

Feature extraction-based methods, also known as map or measurement-based methods [16] involve

the process where various features are extracted from the input frames and the useful features are

grouped according to their similarities into a feature vector. The feature vector is then employed to

count the number of persons in the scene. Feature extraction-based method is the preferred approach

in the implementation of people counting algorithms because it preserves privacy, are more robust

and are not primarily dependent on detection.

The process of extracting useful features (feature vectors) in the input images is known as image

representation or description. Significant features can be extracted using the following techniques:

Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT) and Discrete Cosine Transform (DCT) [28] in the frequency do-

main filtering; Discrete Wavelet Transform (DWT), Fast Wavelet Transform (FWT) or Haar Wavelet

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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Chapter 2 People counting algorithms

Transform [29] in time-frequency domain filtering; Gabor filtering (which can be implemented in

both the spatial and spatial-frequency domain) is employed to obtain textual features [30], [31]; and

in the time domain where local (spatial) features such as edges, perimeter and area [32] can be ex-

tracted.

Feature extraction-based methods can be further sub-divided into feature trajectories clustering [1],

[15] and low-level feature regression methods [4]-[10], [13], [16], [32]-[34]. In low-level regression

methods, sets of features (edges, textures) are extracted and grouped into a regression function which

is used to estimate the crowd or people that are present in the scene [13]. The regression methods can

range between linear regression [28], discrete regression, neural networks [8], [12], [13] and discrete

classifier (SVM) [10].

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria
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CHAPTER 3 BACKGROUND SUBTRACTION

“Science is facts; just as houses are made of stones,

so is science made of facts;

but a pile of stones is not a house

and a collection of facts is not necessarily science.”

Henri Poincare (1854 - 1912)

3.1 CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Background subtraction has received a lot of attention in recent years where various approaches have

been proposed and successfully implemented. However, other factors contribute to the selection

process of a suitable background subtraction algorithm. These factors include computational time

and load complexity of the algorithm, illumination changes, bad weather conditions, detection of

non-stationary background images, ghosts and shadows [35]. Therefore, this chapter provides de-

tailed analysis and illustration of different methods that are followed in background subtraction pro-

cess.

3.2 BACKGROUND SUBTRACTION

Background subtraction, also known as background segmentation, is a computational process where

background pixels are subtracted from input images. As a result, useful features or foreground pixels

are extracted from the images. In its simplest form, a background subtraction process is explained

as follows. A background model is obtained. The input images are then observed and compared to

the background model over a period of time in a frame-to-frame analysis. In each frame, the current

image is subtracted from the background image and the result is thresholded accordingly to obtain
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the desired result.

Essentially, the foreground pixels could be defined as useful object features contained in the images.

In this case, the foreground pixels are denoted as moving people in the scene. Suppose a moving

person can be observed in an outdoor scene, it will be required to identify the moving person whilst

ignoring unnecessary movements that occur in varying weather conditions (wind causing moving

leaves). So the approach that should be employed is the differentiation of the background model from

the foreground pixels over a period of time in a frame-to-frame analysis.

Several background subtraction methods have been successfully implemented and most of these fol-

low a simple flow diagram presented in Fig. 3.1. There are four major steps that constitute the

implementation of background subtraction [36]: pre-processing; creation of a reference background

model; foreground classification, which is the suitable subtraction process of the background image

and the remaining images provided in the frame-to-frame analysis [37]; and data validation.

Figure 3.1: Illustration of the approach followed for the implementation of background subtraction.

In image pre-processing, the provided input (video) is converted into frames in order to perform

frame-to-frame analysis over the period of time. The second step questions how well the background

image can be modelled while the third step questions which distance metrics can be used to implement
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Chapter 3 Background Subtraction

a suitable subtraction process in order to classify the foreground pixels into target objects. These two

questions generally serve as the key objectives in the background subtraction process, so detailed

overviews of the background modeling and foreground classification are provided as follow.

3.3 BACKGROUND MODELING

Background modeling is regarded as a key step in background subtraction because it creates the back-

ground image. The background modeling can be further categorised into non-recursive and recursive

methods. Usually, background pixels are assumed to be static and constant over time i.e. there are no

significant lighting changes in the scenes, so non-recursive methods such as frame differencing [38],

median filtering, non-parametric kernel density estimation (KDE) and sequential kernel density (KD)

approximation, can employed in such cases.

However, in a real-world scenario, most of these non-recursive methods fail when lighting changes

are observed in the scenes. Therefore, it is important for background models to allow variations

in the background values. Several studies have been performed on these systems in order to allow

robust changes in the scenes and these methods are known as recursive methods. Commonly-used

recursive methods include approximate median filtering, Mixture of Gaussians (MoG) and Kalman

filtering.

3.3.1 Non-recursive methods

Commonly-used non-recusive methods such as frame differencing [38], inter-frame differencing [39],

median filtering [40], non-parametric kernel density estimation (KDE) are described below.

3.3.1.1 Frame Differencing

Frame differencing is one of the simplest methods of background subtraction. It involves the process

where the initial frame of the frame-to-frame analysis is set as the background image at time t and

the remaining frames are compared with the background frame over the period of time t. The current

frame at time t + 1 is subtracted from the background frame at time t and an absolute difference is

obtained.

The absolute difference is then compared against a specified threshold and the result is returned as
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either foreground or background pixels. The foreground pixels are regarded as the desired targets

(the moving people in the scene in this case) and the background pixels are regarded as unnecessary

materials in the images. As a result, this technique will be able to locate the position of moving people

and track their movements [37]. The frame differencing procedure is formulated as follows.

Suppose the initial (background) frame is denoted as:

Ib
t−1(x,y) (3.1)

where time t = 1 and each current frame is denoted as:

Ic
t (x,y) (3.2)

where t = 2,3, ...,N and N is the total number of frames. The frame difference of the two images is

represented in eq. 3.3 as:

Id
t (x,y) =

 1 if|Ic
t (x,y)− Ib

t−1(x,y)|> Ts

0 otherwise,

 (3.3)

where:

• Id represents the frame-differenced output image,

• Ib represents the background image,

• Ic represents the current (or foreground) image,

• (x,y) represents the two-dimensional (rows and columns) form of the images,

• Ts is the specified threshold, and

• || is the absolute difference of the two images.

The performance of the algorithm will significantly decrease and the accuracy of the results can

be severely affected when varying illumination conditions are observed [37]. Changes in lighting

conditions is highlighted as one of the key problems in frame differencing [38]. This problem can be

bypassed by implementing frame differencing based on logarithmic intensities [41]. Other challenges

include sensitivity to noise and the fact that properties of local consistency are not considered during
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the implementation. Also, the method fails when limited or no movements are observed from the

people in the scenes.

In summary, this background method works well under situations when there is no drastic change in

the background i.e. lights are not suddenly switched off in an indoor scene. When significant changes

are experienced, the method becomes ineffective and its performance decreases. So various methods

were employed to cater for changes in scene lighting and weather conditions. These methods include:

one-Gaussians [42], [43]; Gaussian mixture model (GMM) (also known as mixture of Gaussians)

[44]; approximate median (temporal median filtering); non-parametric models; Kalman filter and

particle filter. In these methods, there might be no need to define a prior threshold.

3.3.1.2 Inter-frame Differencing

W 4 is a background subtraction technique that caters for variation in the background values where the

background is modelled by computing minimum and maximum intensity values, and the maximum

difference between the frames (inter-frame difference) [39], [43].

3.3.1.3 Median Filtering

Median filtering is defined as one of the most commonly-used background modeling methods. It

consists of a process where each background pixel is modeled as the median of all the pixel values

collected over the period of time t of the frame-to-frame analysis [40]. The main disadvantage is that

it is computationally expensive because median O(LlogL) needs to be computed for each pixel [36],

[45].

3.3.1.4 Non-parametric Kernel Density Estimation (KDE)

Non-parametric background modeling technique follows a slightly-different approach to other non-

recursive methods that are described above. Instead of modeling each background pixel to the col-

lection of its intensity values, a recent sample of all intensity values per pixel is collected and used to

create a non-parametric estimate of the pixel probability density function [36], [46]. The probability

density function is defined in eq. 3.4 as:
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P(It) =
1
N

N

∑
i=1

K(It − Ii) (3.4)

where:

• It is background image at time t,

• N is the number of frames, and

• K is kernel estimator function (Gaussian or Normal function)

3.3.2 Recursive Methods

Commonly-used recursive methods include approximate median filtering, Mixture of Gaussians

(MoG) and Kalman filtering. These methods are described below.

3.3.2.1 Approximate Median Filtering

In approximate median filtering, the non-recursive median filter [40] is updated into a recursive pro-

cess [47]. Instead of modeling each background pixel with the median of all the intensity values, an

extra clause is provided to the median estimation process where the background pixel is compared

to the median estimate. If the background pixel value is larger than the median estimate, a value of

1 is added to the current estimate [36], [47]. If the background pixel value is less than the median

estimate, then the current estimate is decremented by 1.

3.3.2.2 One-Gaussian

One-Gaussian is a background subtraction process where the background image is modelled by ob-

taining each background pixel using Gaussian probability density function (pdf). Pfinder is one of the

commonly-used one-Gaussian methods. Low-order statistics such as covariance matrix and spatial

mean are used to represent each pixel location [42], [44], [45]. Alternatively, standard deviation can

also be used. The probability density function is fitted for each pixel over a frame-to-frame analysis

and in order to reduce the computational time, the pixel is updated by using an adaptive filter provided

in eq. 3.5. The adaptive filter is otherwise known as the running (or cumulative average).
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µt = αγ +(1−α)µt−1 (3.5)

where:

• µt is denoted as the spatial mean or average of the pixels at time t,

• µt−1 is denoted as the previous spatial mean or average of the pixels at time t−1,

• α is the empirical weight and

• γ is the current pixel.

Once the background model is obtained, the subtraction process between the background and other

images (also known as foreground classification) is implemented by comparing the current pixel to

the updated average. This can be represented in eq. 3.6 as:

|It −µt |> kσt (3.6)

where k is denoted as the specific threshold and σt is the standard deviation of the pixel in time

t.

3.3.2.3 Mixture of Gaussians

This is the background subtraction process where each background pixel is modelled with mixture of

Gaussians [48] rather than one-Gaussian process described earlier. The mixture of Gaussians process

is described as follows:

Suppose 50 frames of input images I(x,y) are provided where (x,y) represents the spatial xy- coordin-

ates of the input images. Each pixel’s value is collected over the period of time t of the frame-to-frame

analysis. As a result, 50 values will be collected per pixel. Therefore, the collection process can rep-

resented in eq. 3.7 as:

P1,P2, ...,Pt = I(x0,y0, i) where 1≤ i≤ t (3.7)

where:
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• P1,P2, ...,Pt represents each pixel,

• i is the total period of time and

• I is the image sequence.

Thus, the probability of observing each pixel value P at time t in order to determine the occurrence

of a colour is represented in eq. 3.8 as:

P(Ip,t) =
K

∑
i=1

ωi,p,t ∗η(Ip,t ,µi,p,t ,Σi,p,t) (3.8)

where:

• K denotes the number of mixture of Gaussians distributions (typically ranges between 3 and 5),

• Ip,t is the pixel value of the ith Gaussian in the mixture K,

• µi,p,t is the spatial mean or average value of the ith Gaussian in the mixture K over time t,

• Σi,p,t is the covariance matrix of the ith Gaussian in the mixture K over time t,

• ωi,p,t is the weight of the ith Gaussian in the mixture K, and

• η is a Gaussian probability density function.

The covariance matrix over K distributions can be represented in eq. 3.9 as:

Σk,t = σ
2
k I (3.9)

and the mixture of Gaussians is computed over K distributions. This background model approach

is robust to scene lighting changes, when limited movements are experienced in the scene and when

people are abruptly introduced or removed from the scene. However, it is computationally more

expensive and time consuming than the earlier statistical background models described in previous

sections of this chapter.
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3.3.2.4 Kalman Filter

Kalman filter is widely implemented in several tracking systems [49], [50], [51], [52]. It is a mathem-

atical process that is designed so that the position of a targeted object (or objects) in a current frame

can be predicted from a series of previous noisy measurements [50]. Therefore, current state or loca-

tion of the object can estimated by using its estimated-previous state and current measurements. The

Kalman filter is regarded as an optimal linear estimator where mean and covariance values are calcu-

lated and are used to predict and estimate the locations of the target object. However, the assumption

is only true on Gaussian-based noise [50]

Over the years, Kalman filtering has also been proposed for background modeling. The background

model is estimated by using Kalman filtering process where estimated-previous state and current

intensity values of the background pixels are computed over time t in a frame-to-frame analysis.

Since it is a linear estimator, the noise should be Gaussian-based. Spatial derivatives (mean and

covariance) and intensity values are then used to estimate the background pixels per frame [54].

Also, the estimation process can be implemented using intensity values and temporal derivatives

[55].

The Kalman filter-based system is represented with a state-space model and the model is represented

with two main variables, namely, posteriori state estimate and posteriori error covariance matrix.

The posteriori (prior) state is estimated at time k. This is the collection of observations from the

starting time till time t. Secondly, the posterior error covariance matrix is the measure of the estimated

accuracy of state estimate from the starting time till time t. Fig. 3.2 shows the typical representation

of a Kalman filter using graphical state-space model.

Figure 3.2: The typical representation of a Kalman filter using graphical state-space model [56].

In Fig. 3.2, all the states of the image frames are represented with x vector. Each xt should contain
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the mean and covariance of the states. Similarly, all the estimated states of the image frames are

represented with y. That is, the locations of the target are estimated, predicted and returned as the

estimated states. If a video sequence is provided, the video has to be converted into image frames

m = 1,2, ...,N. Suppose the second frame is the current frame, the posteriori state can be defined as

the collection of observations from the initial frame till the second (current) frame while the posterior

error-covariance matrix is the measure of the estimated accuracy of state estimate from the initial

image frame until the second (current) frame. Fig. 3.3 shows the illustration of the state of state-

space model.

Figure 3.3: The illustration of the state of state-space model [56].

The Kalman filter algorithm is illustrated as follows. In order to create a background model, the state

of all the objects in each scene has to be estimated. The estimation process is computed using a linear

stochastic difference equation. The state transition matrix from frame t−1 to t is defined in eq. 3.10

as:

xt = A xt−1 +B ut +wt−1 (3.10)

where xt is the current state, A is the state transition matrix, wt−1 is the process Gaussian noise with

zero mean and covariance matrix Q. Subsequently, the states are estimated using Kalman filtering

by computing the measurements yt . The measurements yt can be expressed in terms of xt . The

measurements are defined in eq. 3.11 as:

yt =C xt + vt (3.11)

where vt is the measurement Gaussian noise with zero mean and covariance matrix R and random

variables wk and vk are independent of each other. The probability distribution of their covariance
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matrices Q and R are defined in eq. 3.12 and eq. 3.13 as p(w) and p(v) respectively:

p(w)∼ N(0,Q) (3.12)

p(v)∼ N(0,R) (3.13)

The Kalman filter can be computed using two main stages: time update (predict) and measurement

update [51]. The two stages are represented with two main equations which the Kalman filter is

computed with.

Stage 1: Time Update (Predict)

In the time update stage, the current state (or location) of the target as well as the error covariance

matrix are estimated at the current image frame m. The priori estimates x̂−t for each frame can be

obtained by computing both the current state and error-covariance matrix estimates for each image

frame. The priori (current) state estimate x̂−t can be computed using eq. 3.14:

x̂−t = A x̂t−1 +B ut (3.14)

Similarly, the priori covariance matrix estimate P̂−t for each image frame can be computed using eq.

3.15:

P̂−t = A P̂t−1 AT +Q (3.15)

Therefore, the priori estimates can be measured by computing the current state and error-covariance

matrix estimates at the current frame of the frame-to-frame analysis. It is important to note that the

priori estimates do not include the current observation information of the image frame.

Stage 2: Measurement Update

In the measurement update stage, the priori estimates are combined with the observation information

at the current frame m+1. The combination is returned as the updated estimate which can be regarded

as the posteriori state estimate. The first step is to compute the Kalman gain, Kt , using eq. 3.16:
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Kt = P−t CT (C P−t CT +R
)−1

(3.16)

Once the Kalman gain is computed, it is used to compute the posterior state estimate x̂t . The posteriori

state estimates can be measured by combining the predicted (priori) estimates and the observation

information at the frame t. The posterior state estimate is defined in eq. 3.17:

x̂t = x̂−t +Kt
(
yt −C x̂−t

)
(3.17)

Similarly, the posterior error covariance matrix estimate is defined in eq. 3.18:

P̂t = (I−Kt H) P̂−t (3.18)

The observation information is needed for the successful implementation of tracking each moving

object in all image frames, so that background model can be updated when the position of the moving

object changes. At each image frame, the observation information includes:

• the xy center coordinates of the object’s location,

• radius of the object’s location,

• the change in the xy coordinates of the object’s location during subsequent frame (time) inter-

vals,

• the width and height of the object’s bounding rectangle, and

• the change in the width and height of the object’s bounding rectangle during subsequent frame

intervals.

3.3.3 Foreground Classification

Once the background image has been modeled, it is required to correctly classify the useful inform-

ation into foreground pixels. This can be achieved by implementing a suitable subtraction process
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between the background model and the remaining input images that are provided in the frame-to-

frame analysis [57]. Distance metrics such as Euclidean, Hamming, Mahalonobis, Manhattan and

Bhattacharyya distance can be used to implement this subtraction process. In the simplest case, the

difference between the background and input images per frame is computed over time t. If the result-

ing image is higher than a prior-defined threshold, the foreground pixels are retained. Otherwise, the

pixels are discarded and set to 0. This process is represented using eq. 3.19:

|It(x,y)−Bt(x,y)|> T (3.19)

where:

• It is the current image,

• Bt is the background image, and

• T is the specified threshold.
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CHAPTER 4 MATHEMATICAL MORPHOLOGICAL

PROCESSING

“A theory may be so rich in descriptive possibilities

that it can be made to fit any data.”

Phillip Johnson-Laird - The Computer and the Mind

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Mathematical morphological processing is a digital image processing approach that is based on shape.

It serves as an image data-preserving tool because it retains the image shape while removing unne-

cessary and irrelevant features in the image [58]; otherwise, it extracts components that are useful for

the representation and description of region shape of the image [59], [60]. These components include

boundaries and skeletons of the images. Basic morphological operations such as erosion, dilation,

opening and closing, are implemented on input images so that necessary features are highlighted.

These features are critical for the direction estimation and counting of the people.

Originally, mathematical morphology was developed for binary images [61] so that set theory could

be applied directly to two-level images i.e. foreground pixels at intensity value of 255 and background

pixels at intensity value of 0. The mathematical morphological processes were then extended to

greyscale images so that set operators such as set union, intersection and complementation, could

also be used.

The general idea of mathematical morphology on an input image is to observe the geometric structure

of the image then include and/or remove patterns from various locations in the image. The process

operates on two sets: input image and its structuring element. The structuring element, also known as
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the kernel or filter mask, is a neighbourhood of point (x,y) in the input image. The detailed overview

of these morphological operations are explained in the following sections.

4.2 SET THEORY

The mathematical morphology is operated with set theory language. Some important set and logical

operations are illustrated in the following sub-sections.

4.2.1 Basic set operations

Given A, a set composed of real numbers. If a = (a1,a2) is an element of A, then:

a ∈ A (4.1)

If a is not an element of A:

a 6∈ A (4.2)

If a has no elements:

a ∈∅ (4.3)

If every element of set A is also an element of a set B, then A is a subset of B:

A⊆ B (4.4)

The union of two sets A and B is expressed as:

A∪B (4.5)

The intersection of the two sets A and B i.e. sets belonging to either or both is expressed in eq. 4.6

as:

A∩B (4.6)

Two sets are mutually exclusive if they have no common elements. This is expressed in eq. 4.7

as:

A∪B =∅ (4.7)
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The compliment of set A i.e. sets of elements that are not in A is expressed in eq. 4.8 as:

Ac = {w|w 6∈ A} (4.8)

The difference of two sets A and B is expressed in eq. 4.9 as:

A−B = {w|w 6∈ A,w 6∈ B}= A∩Bc (4.9)

Finally, U is a set universe; the set of all elements in a given application.

However, the preceding concepts are not applicable in greyscale images because the intensities of

the pixels resulting from a set operation must be specified. The elements of a greyscale image can

be represented by a set A whose elements are represented in the form (x,y,z), where x and y are the

spatial coordinates and z is the intensity. This is expressed in eq. 4.10 as:

a = {x,y,z} (4.10)

The compliment of set A i.e. sets of elements that are not in A is expressed in eq. 4.11 as:

Ac = {(x,y,K− z)|(x,y,z) ∈ A} (4.11)

where intensities have been subtracted from a constant K = 2k−1, where k is the number of intensity

bits used to represent z. Therefore if A is an 8-bit greyscale image, the compliment of A is expressed

in eq. 4.12 as:

Ac = {(x,y,255− z)|(x,y,z) ∈ A} (4.12)

The union of two greyscale sets A and B are defined in eq. 4.13 as:

A∪B = {maxz(a,b)|a ∈ A,b ∈ B (4.13)

Fig. 4.1 illustrates the preceding concepts, where sets A and B are the sets of coordinates contained

within the boundaries shown and the set universe, U is the set of coordinates contained within the

rectangle provided.
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Figure 4.1: (a) Two sets of coordinates, A and B in 2D space. (b) Union of A and B. (c) Intersection

of A and B. (d) Complement of A. (e) Difference between A and B. (c) A and B containing empty

sets. Shaded areas indicate the members of the indicated set operations.

4.2.2 Morphological Operations

The basic preceding set operations and other set operations such as set reflection and translation are

used extensively in morphology. The reflection of a set A is expressed in eq. 4.14 as:

Â = {w|w =−a, for a ∈ A} (4.14)

where A is the set of pixels representing an object in an image and Â represents the coordinates (x,y)

of A which have been replaced with (−x,−y). The translation of a set A by point z = (z1,z2) is

expressed in eq. 4.15 as:

(A)z = {c|c = a+ z, for a ∈ A (4.15)

where A is the set of pixels representing an object in an image and (B)z represents the coordinates

(x,y) of A which have been replaced with (x+z1,y+z2). Fig. 4.2 shows the reflection and translation

of simple set A.

The structuring elements (SE) operations are formulated using set reflection and translation. When

working with images, they are represented as rectangular arrays. This is achieved by appending

the smallest possible number of background elements necessary to form the rectangular arrays [59].
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Figure 4.2: (a) A simple set A. (b) its reflection. (c) its translation by z.

Fig. 4.3(a) shows some examples of structuring elements and Fig. 4.3(b) the structuring elements

represented as rectangular arrays.

Figure 4.3: (a) Structuring elements. (b) Structuring elements represented as rectangular arrays

4.3 MORPHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

The two primitive morphological operations, erosion and dilation, are discussed in the following

sub-sections. These operations are fundamental to morphological processing as many of the other

algorithms are based on these operations.

4.3.1 Binary Erosion

Erosion is the morphological transformation that combines two sets using the vector subtraction of

set elements [58]. It is otherwise known as a shrinking or thinning operation where the elements of
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a set (image objects) are strategically reduced. Given sets A and B in the Euclidean N-space, N2, the

erosion of A and B is defined in eq. 4.16 as:

A	B = {z|(B)z ⊆ A} (4.16)

that is, the erosion of A and B is the set of all points z such that B translated in z is contained in A.

Alternatively, the erosion is defined in eq. 4.17 as:

A	B = {z|(B)z∩Ac =∅} (4.17)

where Ac is the complement of A and ∅ is the empty set. The erosion is simply defined as: set B has

to be completely contained in A whilst not sharing any common elements with the background. The

erosion process is illustrated in the following case example.

Given set A and structuring element (SE), B, a new set is created by running B over A so that the origin

of B visits every element of A. The origin of SE is usually at its centre. At each element location of A

where the origin of B is currently visiting; if all the elements of B (excluding the appended zeros) are

completely contained in the same neighbourhood elements of A, then the location is marked/shaded

as a member of the new set. Otherwise, the location is neither marked nor shaded as the member of

the new set. Fig. 4.4 shows the illustration of the erosion case example. The elements of A are shaded

as grey while the elements of B are shaded as dark blue.

Figure 4.4: (a) A set (each shaded square is a member of the set). (b) A structuring element padded

as a rectangular array. (c) First erosion process. (d) Last erosion process. (e) Set processed by the

structuring element.
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A morphological erosion process of a binary image is presented in Fig. 4.5. The image contains basic

shapes including an upright rectangle, a diamond, a circle, a star and lines connecting to the border

pads. All the elements of the SE are 1. The lines connecting to the border pads are removed by

eroding the input image in Fig. 4.5(a) with square structuring element of size 15×15. Similarly, the

star shape is removed using square SE of size 25×25. Eventually, all the shapes are removed using

SE of size 50×50 except the circle which became a diamond shape. Fig. 4.5(b)-(d) show the eroded

results.

Figure 4.5: (a) Binary image. (b)-(d) Image eroded using square SE of sizes 15× 15, 25× 25, and

50×50 respectively.

As observed, the erosion process shrinks or thins objects in a binary image. The higher the SE size,

the higher the shrinking/thinning of the binary image and eventually, all objects will be removed and

the eroded output will only include background values.

4.3.2 Binary Dilation

Dilation is the dual morphological process of erosion. It is the morphological transformation which

combines two sets using vector addition of set elements [58]. It is otherwise known as the growing or

thickening operation because it tends to thicken objects in a binary image. The rate of the thickening

is dependent on the size of the SE used, that is, a larger SE would result in larger thickening. Given

sets A and B in the Euclidean N-space, N2, the dilation of A and B is defined in eq. 4.18 as:

A⊕B = {z|(B̂)z∩A 6=∅} (4.18)

Alternatively, the dilation is defined below in eq. 4.19; where it is the set of all displacements z, such

that B̂ and A overlap by at least one element.

A⊕B = {z|(B̂)z∩A 6=∅} (4.19)

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria

29

 
 
 



Chapter 4 Mathematical Morphological Processing

Furthermore, the dilation operation is illustrated as follows:

Given set A and structuring element(SE), B; a new set is created by flipping (rotating) B about its

origin and successfully displacing it so that it runs over A so that the origin of rotated B visits every

element of A. The origin of SE is usually at its centre. At each element location of A where the

origin of rotated B (B̂) is currently visiting, if B̂ and A overlap by at least one element, provided

that B̂ is completely contained in A; then the location is marked/shaded as a member of the new set.

Otherwise, the location is neither marked nor shaded as the member of the new set.

Fig. 4.6 shows the illustration of the dilation case example. The elements of A are shaded as grey

while the elements of B̂ are shaded as dark blue.

Figure 4.6: (a) A set (each shaded square is a member of the set). (b) A structuring element padded

as a rectangular array. (c) First erosion process. (d) Last erosion process. (e) Set processed by the

structuring element.

The dilation morphological process is implemented in Fig. 4.7(a) which shows a binary image with

characters. Various SE sizes are implemented in order to thicken the characters. Fig. 4.7(b) - (d)

show the result of the dilated images.
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Chapter 4 Mathematical Morphological Processing

Figure 4.7: (a) Binary image. (b)-(d) Image dilated using square SE of sizes 2×2, 3×3, and 4×4

respectively.

It is observed that SE of size 2×2 was the optimal approach for thickening the characters. Higher SE

size increases the thickness of the characters.

4.3.3 Binary Opening and Closing

Opening is a morphological process that generally smoothens the contour of an object, breaks narrow

isthmuses and eliminates thin protrusions [59]. It is the dilation of the erosion of a set A by the

structuring element B. It is denoted as A◦B and defined in eq. 4.20 as:

A◦B = (A	B)⊕B (4.20)

Thus, the set is initially eroded, then the output of the eroded image is dilated.

Similarly, closing is the dual morphological process of opening. Although it also smoothens the

sections of contours of an object, it opposes to opening, by eliminating small holes and filling gaps

in the contour. It also generally fuses narrow breaks and long thin gulfs [59]. It is the erosion of the

dilation of set A by the structuring element B. It is denoted as A•B and defined in eq. 4.21 as:

A◦B = (A⊕B)	B (4.21)

In practice, dilations and erosions usually function in pairs in order to remove specified image details

smaller than the structuring element without global geometric distortion [58]. Therefore, opening and

closing morphological operations serve as noise removal operators because opening removes small

objects while closing removes small holes present in the binary or greyscale image. One particular

significance of dilations and erosions is their idempotent character. Therefore, these two operations

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria

31

 
 
 



Chapter 4 Mathematical Morphological Processing

can be iteratively reapplied without further changes implemented on the previously transformed res-

ult. Other properties include increasing, extensive and translation invariant functions.

Opening and closing morphological operations can be used to construct filters similar to spatial filters.

The objective is to remove noise whilst distorting (blurring) the image as little as possible. Fig. 4.8

illustrates the opening process of the morphological filtering where erosion is initially implemented.

Fig. 4.8(a) shows the binary image corrupted with noise. Fig. 4.8(b) shows the structuring element

used. Fig. 4.8(c) shows the implementation of erosion and Fig. 4.8(d) shows the implementation of

dilation on the eroded results to obtain the opening set.

Figure 4.8: (a) Noisy image. (b) Structuring element. (c) Eroded image. (d) Opening of A.

It is observed that the background noise was completely eliminated in the erosion stage of the opening

process but the noise elements contained within the shapes were increased. This increase is reduced

or removed completely when the dilation stage of the opening process is implemented. Fig. 4.8(d)

shows this result. Alternatively, Fig. 4.9 illustrates the closing process of the morphological filtering

where dilation is initially implemented and the dilated results are subsequently eroded to obtain the

closing set.

Figure 4.9: (a) Noisy image. (b) Dilated image. (d) Closing of A.

It is observed that the noise removal implementation is not successful due to initial implementation of

the closing process rather than the opening process. Therefore, in order to implement morphological
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filtering for noise removal, the opening process must be implemented first. Then any other required

removal or gap filling can be implemented with the closing process. Fig. 4.10 illustrates the correct

sequence of the opening and closing stages of morphological filtering.

Figure 4.10: (a) Noisy image. (b) Structuring element. (c) Eroded image. (d) Opening of A. (e)

Dilation of the opening. (f) Closing of the opening.

After the dilation-erosion process (repeated process in Fig. 4.8(c) and Fig. 4.8(d)), it was observed

that new gaps were created between the shapes’ ridges. Therefore, the closing process was implemen-

ted on the opened results. Firstly, the opened results are dilated to produce the results shown in Fig.

4.10(e) where most of the gaps were filled but the ridges were thickened. Hence, the implementation

of the erosion stage in the closing process corrected the thickened ridges. Fig. 4.10(f) shows the

final result that is remarkably clean of noise specks although there are some visible gaps in the print

ridges.
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CHAPTER 5 TRACKING USING PARTICLE FILTER

ALGORITHM

“Nothing in life is to be feared,

it is only to be understood.

Now is the time to understand more,

so that we may fear less.”

Marie Curie

5.1 CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Object tracking is considered as one of the important tasks in computer vision [52]. It is the process

where moving objects are detected and the behaviour of the objects are recognised in a frame-to-

frame analysis. Movements of a person (or persons) are observed and monitored over a period of

time. Then, all the positions of the people are located and collected in every frame of video. This

might serve as a challenging task because human beings have similar appearances so it is important to

track multi-targets with state-of-the-art tracking techniques. Tracking is a key component in people

counting because it provides the ability to monitor and estimate the location of the person. In this

chapter, multi-target tracking approaches are explored and explained in detail.

5.2 STATE-OF-THE-ART TRACKING TECHNIQUES

There are three types of tracking methods: point, kernel and silhouette tracking methods [52]. A

detailed overview is provided for four types of point and kernel tracking methods: mean-shift blob

and KLT (Kanade-Lucas-Tomasi) tracking methods which fall under template kernel tracking; and

Kalman and particle filters which fall under statistical point tracking[52].

 
 
 



Chapter 5 Tracking using Particle Filter Algorithm

Mean-shift algorithm is an algorithm that was originally developed for data analysis [62]. However, it

was successfully adapted for image segmentation [63] and object tracking [53], [64]. The Mean-shift

blob tracking algorithm is one of the popular tracking algorithms because it is simple to implement

and computationally efficient [65]. It is explained as follows.

Given an input image that contains an object that needs to be tracked, each pixel (intensity) value

of the image are denoted as sample points and they are weighted according to the following criteria.

Each background pixel (excluding the object) is assigned to a low weight value while each foreground

pixel of the object is assigned to a high weight value. These weights are then combined as sample

weights in a local neighbourhood with a set of kernel weights in order to produce an offset [66]. The

offset is used to track the centroid of the blob in the image.

The sample weights are examined in a local neighbourhood. The size of the neighbourhood is signi-

ficantly dependent on the size of the mean-shift kernel. Therefore, the size selection is very important

because, if the selected size is too large, then unwanted pixels (which contain background pixels) are

included in the sample weights. Similarly, if the selected size is too small, necessary pixels (which

do not contain enough foreground pixels) are not included in the sample weights.

Although, the mean-shift blob tracker is simple and efficient, its accuracy is largely dependent on

fine-tuning the spatial, colour range bandwidths parameters [52] and the scale selection of the ker-

nel.

KLT (Kanade-Lucas-Tomasi) tracker algorithm is the process of extracting the best features in an

input image which are optimal for tracking. Then, the positions of the features are monitored over

a pre-defined period of time. The algorithm highlights the importance of extracting the best features

in an image so that these features can be accurately tracked. As a result, the features that need to

be tracked must be relatively unique and be able to be compared with other points in the image

[67].

The KLT tracker algorithm is explained as follows. The eigenvalues of the gradient matrix are com-

puted. If the values of the two eigenvalues are larger than the value of a predefined threhold, then the

features are selected [68].

Additionally, the features are correctly tracked by the implementation of an improved KLT tracker

based on affine image changes [69]. The appearance of a feature is observed in the first and current
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image frame. The dissimilarities between these frames are measured. If the dissimilarity is large,

then the feature is not selected. This way, only the best features are selected for tracking.

Kalman filter is a mathematical process that predicts the position of a targeted object or objects in a

current frame from a series of previous noisy measurements [50]. That is, the current state is estimated

by using the estimated-previous state and the current measurements. If all noise is Gaussian-based,

then it is regarded as an optimal linear estimator where the mean and covariance are used to predict

and estimate the targeted object locations.

In the Kalman filter, the tracking system is represented with a state-space model. Then, the space

of the filter is represented with two main variables: posteriori state estimate and posteriori error

covariance matrix. The posterior state is estimated from collection of observations that are measured

from the starting time until time k. Similarly, the posterior error covariance matrix is the measure of

the estimated accuracy of state estimate from the starting time until time k.

Although the Kalman filter can be computed by using a single equation, it is often computed with

two main equations: time update (predict) and measurement update equations [51]. The time update

equation firstly computes both the current state and error covariance matrix estimates (expected val-

ues) at the current time t. These estimates are then regarded as priori estimates for time t + 1. It is

important to note that the estimates do not include the current observation information.

Then, for time t + 1, the measurement update equation combines the priori (predicted) estimates

with the observation information at the current time t. The updated estimate is then regarded as the

posteriori state estimate.

In the case of object tracking, the video sequences are converted into frames. Given that the first

frame is regarded as the current time (frame), the priori estimates are measured by computing the

current state and error covariance matrix estimates at the current frame. Then, the posteriori state

estimate is measured by combining the predicted estimates and the observation information at the

second frame.

The observation information is very critical for the successful tracking of objects in the frames. The

information is what each object in the frames is represented by. In the tracking system, each object is

bounded with a bounding box. Therefore, the observation information includes:
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• the xy coordinates of the object’s location,

• the change in the xy coordinates of the object’s location during subsequent frame (time) inter-

vals,

• the width and height of the object’s bounding rectangle, and

• the change in the width and height of the object’s bounding rectangle during subsequent frame

intervals

Kalman filtering is only an optimal solution when linear functions are observed and the state variables

are normally distributed, that is, they have a Gaussian distribution [52]. However, for non-linear

functions, it is not the best. Therefore, the extended Kalman filter (EKF) was implemented by [70].

The EKF linearises the non-linear functions by using Taylor series expansion. However, the state

variables are still conditioned to be normally distributed. Therefore, when an object state cannot be

assumed to be Gaussian and it is non-linear, the state estimation can be performed using particle filters

[71].

Particle filters are also known as Sequential Monte Carlo methods. The particle filter is a model

estimation technique that is used to implement recursive Bayesian filter by Monte Carlo sampling. It

computes the estimation of the distribution of each target state rather than computing the estimation

of each target state which is how it is implemented in the Kalman filtering process.

It is regarded as the bootstrap filter because the density of the target state vector is represented as

a set of random particles. These are approximate probability density function of each target state.

Furthermore, iterative weighting is applied when fast camera motion is observed [72]. Since particle

filters are recursive Bayesian filters, they can also be implemented in two steps, namely, prediction

and correction (update).

Therefore, with regards to object tracking, particle filters are employed to obtain the approximated

probability distribution of each target state by computing the prediction and correction equations. In

the prediction step, new sets of random particles (samples) are generated for each selected sample

(obtained through probability distribution computation).

Subsequently, the weights corresponding to these samples are computed using the measurements in

the correction step. Therefore, the position of the targeted object can be estimated using the newly-

Department of Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering
University of Pretoria

37

 
 
 



Chapter 5 Tracking using Particle Filter Algorithm

obtained random samples.

Kalman and particle filters are primarily applicable to single object tracking. It is therefore a require-

ment to obtain a joint solution of data association and state estimation problems in order to track

multiple persons in a frame-to-frame-analysis.

5.3 PARTICLE FILTER

Kalman filter is extensively used for object tracking in computer vision algorithms [52]. It has two

limitations: the presented model is assumed to be linear and the state variables are assumed to be

Gaussian - normally distributed. Therefore, if a non-linear model is presented with non-Gaussian

state variables, the Kalman filter will fail (due to poor state estimations).

As a result, an extended Kalman filter (EKF) was proposed where the provided non-linear model is

approximated into a linear model. However, the filter still assumes the state variables to be normally

distributed. These assumptions can be successfully removed in particle filtering [52] [71]. Fig. 5.1

illustrates the result of extended Kalman filtering and particle filtering of a non-linear model.

Figure 5.1: The result of extended Kalman filtering and particle filtering of a non-linear model (from

observed data).

The particle filter employs a sequential Monte Carlo framework where the state density is represented

by a set of random samples (particles). In object tracking, states are the location of the object that will

be tracked in each frame. Therefore, the particle filter is concerned with tracking multiple (or single)

target objects in an image. This is implemented by approximating the filtered posterior distribution by

a set of weighted particles. The particles are weighted by computing the maximum likelihood value.

Then, these particles are propagated according to the system (non-linear) model. Also, the particle
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filter is known as the particle bootstrap filter because it follows a recursive approach.

Suppose a sequence of image frames is provided and it is required to track multiple targets in the

image frames. The xy coordinates of each target location are obtained and stored as the state density

for each frame. Therefore, for each frame, the state density is represented by a set of random samples

with associated weights. The generation of the samples is explained as follows:

The state xk is assumed to evolve according to the following model [73] in eq. 5.1

xk+1 = fk (xk,wk) (5.1)

where k is the frame time, fk is the system transition function and wk is the zero mean white-noise

sequence, independent of past and current states. It is assumed that the model is non-linear, the

noise is non-Gaussian and the probability density function (PDF) of wk is known. At discrete times,

measurements yk is represented in eq. 5.2 as:

yk = hk (xk,vk) (5.2)

where hk is the measurement function and vk is the measurement noise. Similarly, it is assumed that

vk is non-Gaussian and its PDF is known. Suppose that PDF p(xk−1|Dk−1) is known at frame time

k− 1. That is, the location of the target is known at the initial frame. The PDF of the target state at

frame time k is then represented in eq. 5.3 as:

p(xk|Dk−1) =
∫

p(xk|xk−1) p(xk−1|Dk−1) dxk−1 (5.3)

where p(xk|xk−1) is a Markov model, a probabilistic model of the state. It is represented in eq. 5.4

as:

p(xk|xk−1) =
∫

δ (xk− fk−1(xk−1,wk−1)) p(wk−1) dwk−1 (5.4)

and p(xk|Dk) is represented in eq. 5.5 as:
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p(xk|Dk) =
p(xk|Dk) p(xk|Dk−1)

p(yk|Dk−1)
(5.5)

Therefore, the set of random samples are obtained from p(xk−1|Dk−1). The samples are represented

in eq. 5.6 as:

{xk−1(i) : i = 1, ...,N} (5.6)

where k is the frame time, i is each sample and N is the total number of particles. It is important to note

that the higher the number of particles, the better the accuracy of the target state estimation. Then, the

samples are propagated and updated recursively so that these sets of values {xk−1(i) : i = 1, ...,N} are

obtained which are approximately distributed as p(xk|D− k) [73]. The particle filter is implemented

in two distinct stages: prediction and correction.

In the prediction stage, each of the N samples is passed through the non-linear model in order to

obtain new samples xk from the prior distribution at each frame time-step k. xk is defined in eq. 5.1

but it is adapted into eq. 5.7 below for better understanding.

xk = fk−1 (xk−1(i),wk−1(i)) (5.7)

Once the measurements yk are obtained, the weights are evaluated and normalized by resampling in

the correction (update) stage. The weights are evaluated by computing the likelihood of each sample.

The normalized weight wi for each sample i is represented in eq. 5.8 as:

wi =
p(yk|xk(i))

∑
N
j=1 p(yk|xk(i))

(5.8)

Once the weights are successfully normalized, the effective number of samples are estimated. The

effective samples N̂e f f are computed using eq. 5.9:

N̂e f f =
1

∑
N
j=1(w

2
i

(5.9)
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Finally, resampling is performed if the number of effective samples obtained is less than the given

threshold value Nthresh. The resampling process is explained as follows. A random sample r is drawn

from a uniform distribution and it is evaluated using eq. 5.10:

M−1

∑
j=0

wi < r ≤
M

∑
j=0

wi (5.10)

where w0 = 0 is selected as the initial weight of the sample. Each state xk is then determined by

computing the mean of the effective samples, once the appropriate weight is obtained. It is important

to note that this is a recursive process. Therefore, the two steps discussed above are performed recurs-

ively. The particle filter is implemented as sequential importance re-sampling (SIR). Particle filter is

computationally more expensive than other tracking algorithms (Kalman filter, Mean-shift, etc) but it

produces the highest accuracy in comparison. Algorithm 1 shows the pseudo-implementation of the

SIR particle filtering algorithm.
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Algorithm 1 SIR particle filter iteration

1: procedure SIR(k, Xk)

2: Input Parameters:

3: k = frame time-step

4: Xk = k-th particle set

5: for i = each iteration do

6: Initialize the initial state for first frame x

7: Set Xt = 0

8: Generate the set of random particles {xk−1(i) : i = 1, ...,N}

9: for j = 1−N each sample or particle do

10: Pick the jth sample

11: Draw x j
k = p(xk|xk+1

12: Calculate the normalized weight w j
k

13: Add (x j
k,w

j
k) to Xk

14: end for

15: for i = 1−m do

16: Calculate the effective number of particles

17: Perform resampling so that the appropriate weights wi
k are obtained

18: Select effective particle xi
k

19: Add xi
k to Xk

20: end for

21: end for

22: end procedure
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CHAPTER 6 IMPLEMENTATION: APPROACH

“It is the theory which decides

what we can observe.”

Albert Einstein

6.1 CHAPTER OVERVIEW

This chapter provides a detailed analysis of the approach followed for the proposed people counting

algorithm which uses the novel background subtraction method known as the single-pixel method.

The detailed analysis of the virtual-line direction-estimation method is also explained in this chapter

where the directions in which the people are headed are estimated prior to the counting process.

Furthermore, the detailed analysis of the implemented techniques such as background subtraction

method using frame differencing and single-pixel method, morphological processing, image smooth-

ing, feature extraction and virtual-line direction-estimation method are presented.

6.2 IMPLEMENTATION

An input video feed or real-time video recording that shows active movements of people in an outdoor

or indoor environment must be provided so that accurate functioning of the proposed algorithm can be

achieved. One of the research objectives questions the robustness of people counting algorithms, so

the proposed approach should be implementable on different scenarios. Examples of these scenarios

are presented in Fig. 6.1.

Once input video feeds of active moments of people in outdoor or indoor environments are provided,

the videos must be converted into image frames. After video-to-image conversion is implemented,
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(a) Shopping mall entrance/exit (b) Airport entrance/exit

(c) Wembley stadium (d) PETS

Figure 6.1: Typical people counting scenes.

the following techniques are applied to the input frames: background subtraction method using frame

differencing and single-pixel method, morphological processing, image smoothing, feature extraction

and virtual-line direction-estimation method. These steps consolidate the approach taken for this

study and are illustrated in Fig. 6.2.

6.3 VIDEO-TO-IMAGE CONVERSION

The input data can be provided in a video or image format. If data is provided in the video format,

it will be required to convert the video into a MATLAB usable format so that the algorithm can be

implemented over a frame-to-frame analysis. Otherwise, the algorithm can be implemented using the

original input data if it is already provided in a MATLAB usable format.
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Figure 6.2: Illustration of the approach followed to implement robust people counting algorithm.

6.4 BACKGROUND SUBTRACTION

One of the most important and crucial step in people counting is background subtraction as presented

in Chapter 3. Background subtraction consists of a process where a reference background model is

firstly obtained, followed by a subtraction process between the background model and other input

images, where the primary objective is to extract useful and necessary foreground pixels using a

specified threshold value. In this study, an additional step, known as single-pixel method, is added to

the background subtraction process as presented in Fig. 6.3.

6.5 MORPHOLOGICAL IMAGE PROCESSING

Two morphological processes namely, dilation and hole filling, will be performed on the input binary

images. Morphological dilation is implemented so that the foreground objects (blobs) can be enlarged

and visible, while morphological hole filling is performed so that all the broken gaps visible in the

blobs can be repaired by filling the holes with foreground pixels.

6.6 SINGLE-PIXEL METHOD

The single-pixel method is the additional step that is included in the background subtraction process.

It is the process where each object in the scene is represented with xy-coordinates. Therefore, xy

center coordinates are obtained for each person in this step. The idea is to firstly represent each
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Figure 6.3: Illustration of the implementation of background subtraction including single-pixel

method.

person in the scenes as blobs so that single-pixel method can be successfully achieved. Once the

people in the scenes are bounded with bounding boxes, the dimensions and xy center coordinates of

each bounding box of the people, as well as the current frame number, are collected and stored in a

csv file. The xy center coordinates are regarded as the ground truth because they represent the actual

location of each person in the scene over the frame-to-frame analysis.

The single-pixel method aims to answer two of the research questions defined in the study. The first

objective questions the development of a people counting algorithm that is invariant to occlusions,

illumination conditions, human pose and direction; while the second objective questions the devel-

opment of a people counting algorithm with low complexity and high performance accuracy. The

single-pixel process is divided into four steps, namely, blob-like shape analysis, median area value

computation and single-pixel centroid xy-coordinates as shown in Fig. 6.4.
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Figure 6.4: Illustration of the single-pixel method process.

6.6.1 Blob-like shape analysis

Foreground classified pixels are obtained using the background subtraction process and these pixels

are displaced on output images over time t on a frame-to-frame analysis. Further image pre-

processing techniques such as morphological processing and image smoothing can be implemented

in order to remove extra unwanted pixels and noise still present in the output images. Once the blobs

are obtained, they are bounded with bounding boxes.

A bounding box, also known as minimum bounding rectangle, is a rectangular model which contains

measurements such as area, perimeter and boundary xy coordinates of the binary images. It is the

smallest rectangle that can be created for each two-dimensional (2D) object that is found in a 2D

(x,y) coordinate system. The boundary coordinates specifies the lower-left, lower-right, upper-left

and upper-right corner xy coordinates of the bounding box.

6.6.2 Median area value computation

The general idea is to represent each person in the scene as blobs, then segregate the blobs using

bounding boxes. Once this process is successfully implemented, the area pixel (intensity) value of

each blob is calculated for each scene in the frame-to-frame analysis. Then, a median (average) area

pixel value is calculated for each blob which is used as the deciding criteria on which objects to bound

with bounding boxes. Suppose 50 frames are provided and the first detected person is denoted as the
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first blob. Area pixel value is calculated for the blob in each frame so that an average area can be

calculated over the 50 frames. The process is then repeated for the second blob, third blob, and so

on, until the area pixel values for all the blobs have been calculated. The median area value MAV per

scene t is defined in eq. 6.1 as:

MAVt =
∑

ON
i=1 Ai,t

ON
where {t = 1,2,3, ...,N} (6.1)

where:

• I(x,y) denotes binary images,

• ON is the total number of objects,

• Ai,t is the area value per object i in frame t,

• O is the total number of frames, and

• t is the total number of frames (scenes) in the frame-to-frame analysis.

6.6.3 Single-pixel centroid xy-coordinates

Once the objects representing the people are bounded with bounding boxes, the centroid xy-

coordinates of these objects are computed in the last step. These values are fed into the system in

order to:

• count the number of people present in each scene,

• estimate the direction in which the people are headed and

• track the movements of the people using particle filtering tracking technique.

Algorithm 2 shows the pseudo-implementation of the single-pixel method.
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Algorithm 2 Single-pixel Method

1: procedure SINGLE-PIXEL(I, t, h, w)

2: Input Parameters:

3: I(t) = pre-processed input images for all frames t where i = {1, ..., t}

4: h, w: height and width of the input images

5: for i = each frame do

6: Read in the pre-processed (differenced and morphologically-processed) input image per frame i

7: Locate all the objects o in each frame i:

8: for j = each object do

9: Compute the area Ai, j of object o j

10: end for

11: Compute the median area value MAVi of all objects o in each frame i

12: if vertical virtual-line then

13: for k = 1 : w do

14: Compute x(kr = 2∗ k−1) to obtain only centroid x-coordinates in each frame i

15: end for

16: else if horizontal virtual-line then

17: for k = 1 : h do

18: Compute x(kc = 2∗ k−1) to obtain only centroid x-coordinates in each frame i

19: end for

20: else

21: otherwise nothing

22: end if

23: end for

24: end procedure
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6.7 COUNTING: DISTANCE COMPUTATION

In this section, the counting method using distance computation is presented. It serves as a sig-

nificant step in people counting algorithm because it requires actual counting of the people in the

scenes.

In an ideal scenario, each person is represented by blobs where each blob is bounded with a bounding

box. Then, the counting method can be implemented by counting all the boxes and returning the

total number as the estimated number of people in the scene. Due to contributing factors such as

occlusions, varying lighting conditions and cast shadows, it is not always possible to represent each

person with a blob. As a result, a counting process is proposed where multiple people contained in

blobs can be accurately counted using distance computation as well as camera angle and point of

view. A case scenario presented in Fig. 6.5 is used to explain the process.

(a) (b)

Figure 6.5: Case scenario used to explain the counting process.

Two blobs are presented in Fig. 6.5a and denoted as blob A and blob B. Unknown to the viewer,

each blob contains the same number of people. Suppose it is required to count the number of people

in each blob by calculating the distance between each blob and the virtual line; once the distance is

calculated, it will be observed that blob A is closer to the virtual line whilst blob B is further to the

virtual line. However, it will be virtually impossible for the viewer to deduce that equal number of

people is present in both blobs using the distance computations only. Therefore, another measure

should be employed where a threshold value should be used to separate blobs in close proximities

from blobs in far proximities. As a result, the blobs are classified according to their proximities as

shown in Fig. 6.5b. With this, one is able to deduce that there are equal number of people in both

blobs.
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In summary, the proposed counting method is illustrated as follows. First, the distance computation is

implemented where the proximity of each blob is computed by calculating the total distance between

each blob and the virtual line. Using this, one is able to estimate the distance of the blob that is close

or far to the virtual line. Then the blobs are classified according to short-distanced blobs or long-

distanced blobs using a pre-defined threshold value. Short-distanced blobs are blobs that are closer to

the virtual line or camera’s point of view while long-distanced blobs are blobs observed at a further

angle from the virtual line or camera’s point of view.

The total distance D between each blob and virtual line is computed by implementing a subtraction

process between the x-coordinates of the virtual line and x-center coordinates of each blob. If a

vertical virtual-line is provided, the computation process of total distance D(x) is defined in eq. 6.2

as:

D(x) = Iv
t (x1)− IPersonZ

t (xc) (6.2)

where:

• Iv
t (x1) represents the x-coordinate of the virtual line v,

• x1 represents the width of the virtual line,

• IPersonZ
t (xc) represents the x-centroid coordinates of each person,

• xc represents the x-centroid coordinates, and

• Z is the detected person (represented as a blob) for each scene t.

If the horizontal virtual-line is provided, the computation process of total distance D(y) is defined in

eq. 6.3 as:

D(y) = Iv
t (y1)− IPersonZ

t (yc) (6.3)

where:

• Iv
t (y1) represents the y-coordinate of the virtual line v,
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• y1 represents the height of the virtual line,

• IPersonZ
t (yc) represents the y-centroid coordinates of each person,

• yc represents the y-centroid coordinates, and

• Z is the detected person (represented as a blob) for each scene t.

The difference between short-distanced and long-distanced blobs is computed by implementing both

the median area value (MAV) computation process and distance computation process (D). Once all

the distances of the blobs are calculated using either eq. 6.2 or eq. 6.3, the blobs are classified and

grouped as either short-distanced or long-distanced blobs. The process of computing short-distanced

blobs SDblobs is represented in eq. 6.4 as:

SDblobs =

 1 if D(x) or D(y)< Dthreshold

0 if D(x) or D(y)≥ Dthreshold

 (6.4)

where Dthreshold is the pre-defined threshold value. Similarly, the process of computing long-distanced

blobs LDblobs is represented in eq. 6.5 as:

LDblobs =

 1 if D(x) or D(y)≥ Dthreshold

0 if D(x) or D(y)< Dthreshold

 (6.5)

The blobs are grouped according to their distance values and the average area value is computed for

short-distanced and long-distanced blobs. If the vertical virtual-line is provided, the average value for

short-distanced blobs AVv
short is calculated using eq. 6.6:

AVv
short =

∑
ON,short
i=1 D(x)
ON,short

(6.6)

The average value for long-distanced blobs AVv
long is calculated using eq. 6.7:

AVv
long =

∑
ON,long
i=1 D(x)
ON,long

(6.7)
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If horizontal virtual-line is provided, the average value for short-distanced blobs AVh
short is calculated

using eq. 6.8:

AVh
short =

∑
ON,short
i=1 D(y)
ON,short

(6.8)

Similarly, the average value for long-distanced blobs AVh
long is calculated using eq. 6.9:

AVh
long =

∑
ON,long
i=1 D(y)
ON,long

(6.9)

where:

• ON,short represents the total number of short-distanced blobs, and

• ON,long represents the total number of long-distanced blobs.

Finally, the process of accurately counting the number of people that are contained in each blob is

illustrated as follows. If vertical virtual-line is provided, the process of counting the number of people

in short-distanced and long-distanced blobs Cv is represented in eq. 6.10 as:

Cv =


Ai,t

AVv
short

if D(x)< Dthreshold

Ai,t

AVv
long

if D(x)≥ Dthreshold

 (6.10)

where:

• Ai,t represents the area value of each blob, and

• AVv represents the average value for either short-distanced or long-distanced blobs, if vertical

virtual-line is provided.

Similarly, if horizontal virtual-line is provided, the process of counting the number of people in short-

distanced and long-distanced blobs Ch is represented in eq. 6.11 as:
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Ch =


Ai,t

AVh
short

if D(y)< Dthreshold

Ai,t

AVh
long

if D(y)≥ Dthreshold

 (6.11)

where:

• Ai,t represents the area value of each blob, and

• AVv represents the average value for either short-distanced or long-distanced blobs, if hori-

zontal virtual-line is provided.

Algorithm 3 shows the pseudo-implementation of the virtual-line direction estimation method.
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Algorithm 3 People counting process

1: procedure COUNT(It(xp,yq), N)

2: Input Parameters:

3: It(xp,yq) pre-processed input images for all frames N where t = {1,2, ...,N}

4: p, q: width and height of the input images

5: Choose either vertical v or horizontal h vertical-line

6: for i = each frame do

7: Locate all the objects o in each frame i:

8: for j = each object do

9: Collect centroid xy-coordinates of object o j

10: Calculate the area value Ai,t for each object o j

11: end for

12: Compute the average area value MAV

13: for j = each object do

14: if Area value Ai,t > average area value MAV then

15: Calculate the distance D between each blob and virtual-line

16: Compute the short-distanced SDblobs and long-distanced LDblobs

17: Calculate the average value for short-distanced blobs AVshort

18: Calculate the average value for long-distanced blobs AVlong

19: Compute the counting process C:

20: if Distance D < pre-defined threshold value Dthreshold then

21: Count the number of people contained in the short-distanced blobs

22: else if Distance D≥ pre-defined threshold value Dthreshold then

23: Count the number of people contained in the long-distanced blobs

24: else

25: end if

26: end if

27: end for

28: end for
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6.8 VIRTUAL-LINE DIRECTION ESTIMATION METHOD

In this section, virtual-line direction estimation method is presented where it is required to observe all

the people in a frame-to-frame analysis over time t and determine the direction in which the people

are headed. An entrance point is virtually created in the scene so that the people can be categorised

as either going towards (entering) the entrance point or going away (leaving) from the entrance point

of the scene. The virtual-line direction estimation method process is explained as follows:

A virtual-line is drawn as the entrance point of the scene; this line can be drawn vertically or hori-

zontally. The virtual-line is formulated in eq. 6.12 as:

It(xp,yq) = 1 where {t = 1,2,3, ...,N} (6.12)

where:

• I(x,y) denotes binary images,

• N is the total number of frames,

• p is the total width and

• q is the total height of the binary image.

If a vertical virtual-line is required, the process is represented in eq. 6.13 as:

It(x1,yq) = 1 where {t = 1,2,3, ...,N} and {yq = y1,y2, ...,yh} (6.13)

where a specific width is provided at x1(i.e. x1 = 40) and h is the height of the binary images.

Similarly, the process of horizontal virtual-line is presented in eq. 6.14 as:

It(xp,y1) = 1 where {t = 1,2,3, ...,N} and {xp = x1,x2, ...,xw} (6.14)

where a specific height is provided at y1(i.e. y1 = 90) and w is the width of the binary images.
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Once the virtual-line is created, each person is observed and their location is collected over the frame-

to-frame analysis using the single-pixel method. The process is represented in eq. 6.15 as:

IPersonZ
t (xc,yc) = {IPerson1

t (xc,yc),IPerson2
t (xc,yc),IPerson3

t (xc,yc), ...,IPersonZ
t (xc,yc)} (6.15)

where:

• (xc,yc) denotes the centroid coordinates and

• Z denotes the number of people in each scene t.

Then the centroid coordinates of the single pixels are compared with the coordinates of the virtual

line. A subtraction process is implemented where the centroid coordinates of the single pixels are

subtracted from the coordinates of the virtual line in order to provide output differences. A compar-

ison check is then implemented on each output difference. If the output difference is less than 0, it is

estimated that the person is heading towards the entrance point of the scene. Otherwise, it is estimated

that the person is heading away from the entrance point of the scene.

If a vertical virtual-line is created, the subtraction process is executed between the x-coordinate of

the virtual-line (x1) and the x-centroid coordinates of the single pixels (xp
c ). If the person is headed

towards the entrance point, the direction-estimation process DEtowards is represented in eq. 6.16

as:

DEtowards =

 1 if xp
c − x1 < 0

0 if xp
c − x1 > 0

 (6.16)

where:

• DEtowards denotes the direction estimation process for people heading towards the entrance

point, and

• xp
c = {x1

c ,x
2
c , ...,x

width
c } denotes the x-centroid coordinates of the singe pixels.

If the person is headed away from the entrance point, the direction-estimation process DEaway is

represented in eq. 6.17 as:
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DEaway =

 1 if xp
c − x1 > 0

0 if xp
c − x1 < 0

 (6.17)

where:

• DEaway denotes the direction estimation process for people heading away from the entrance

point and

• xp
c = {x1

c ,x
2
c , ...,x

width
c } denotes the x-centroid coordinates of the singe pixels.

Similarly, if a horizontal virtual-line is created, subtraction process is implemented between the y-

coordinates of the virtual-line (y1) and the y centroid coordinates of the single pixels (yq
c). If the

person is headed towards the entrance point, the direction-estimation process DEtowards is represented

in eq. 6.18 as:

DEtowards =

 1 if yp
c − y1 < 0

0 if yp
c − y1 > 0

 (6.18)

where:

• DEtowards denotes the direction estimation process for people heading towards the entrance

point and

• yp
c = {y1

c ,y
2
c , ...,y

height
c } denotes the y-centroid coordinates of the singe pixels.

If the person is headed away from the entrance point, the direction-estimation process DEaway is

represented in eq. 6.18 as:

DEaway =

 1 if yp
c − y1 > 0

0 if yp
c − y1 < 0

 (6.19)

where:

• DEaway denotes the direction estimation process for people heading away from the entrance

point and
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• yp
c = {y1

c ,y
2
c , ...,y

height
c } denotes the y-centroid coordinates of the singe pixels.

As a result, if the person′s direction is towards the entrance point, the person is counted to be entering

the specified area. If not, the person is counted as exiting the specified area. If the person is present

in the scene but never gets to the entrance point, the person is counted but “unassigned”. Algorithm 4

below shows the pseudo-implementation of the virtual-line direction estimation method.

Algorithm 4 Virtual-line Direction Estimation Method

1: procedure VLDSL(It(xp,yq), N)

2: Input Parameters:

3: It(xp,yq) pre-processed input images for all frames N where t = {1,2, ...,N}

4: p, q: width and height of the input images

5: for i = each frame do

6: if vertical virtual-line then

7: It(x1,yq) = 1 where t = {1,2, ...,N} and yq = {y1,y2, ...,yh}

8: Locate all the objects o in each frame i:

9: for j = each object do

10: Collect centroid xy-coordinates of object o j

11: end for

12: Compute the direction-estimation process DE:

13: if xp
c − x1 < 0 then

14: Person is heading away from the entrance point of frame i

15: else if xp
c − x1 > 0 then

16: Person is heading towards the entrance point of frame i

17: else

18: Person is neither heading towards nor away from the entrance point of frame i

19: end if

20: else if horizontal virtual-line then

21: It(xp,y1) = 1 where t = {1,2, ...,N} and xp = {x1,x2, ...,xw}

22: Locate all the objects o in each frame i:
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Algorithm 4 Virtual-line Direction Estimation Method (continued)
23: for j = each object do

24: Collect centroid xy-coordinates of object o j

25: end for

26: Compute the direction-estimation process DE:

27: if yq
c− y1 < 0 then

28: Person is heading away from the entrance point of frame i

29: else if yq
c− y1 > 0 then

30: Person is heading towards the entrance point of frame i

31: else

32: Person is neither heading towards nor away from the entrance point of frame i

33: end if

34: else

35: end if

36: end for

37: end procedure

In summary, all the implementable techniques of the approach to robust people counting algorithm is

consolidated into a work flow and illustrated in Fig. 6.6.
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Figure 6.6: Workflow of the approach followed to implement robust people counting algorithm.
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CHAPTER 7 EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

“No amount of experimentation

can ever prove me right;

a single experiment can prove me wrong.”

Albert Einstein

7.1 CHAPTER OVERVIEW

This chapter presents public outdoor and private indoor environments which are used as test input

data. Each test environment is analysed and explained in detail. Then, the results are contextually

evaluated.

7.2 INPUT DATA

In order to test the robustness of the approach, different test scenarios were obtained for input data.

These scenarios include public-outdoor and private-indoor environments which are explained in detail

as follows. A video sequence based on PETS dataset [74] is provided as an illustration of public

outdoor environment while a video sequence based on EPFL dataset [75] is provided as an illustration

of public indoor environment.

Input data are mostly provided in video formats. In some cases, an input video can be provided

in a MATLAB unreadable format. This can be resolved by converting the input video into a read-

able and acceptable standard before video-to-image conversion is implemented. This is the process

where the input video is converted into image frames and saved into output folders for later use (or

observation).
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7.2.1 Public outdoor environment

The public outdoor environment is represented with PETS dataset [74]. The PET datasets consist of

multiple crowd scenarios ranging from simple to complex scenes where different levels of difficulties

are observed over varying time periods. The scenarios were captured using various cameras.

The dataset framework consists of four datasets namely: S0 till S3. These are specifically designed for

the implementation of different computer vision functions such as people tracking, people count and

density estimation, multiple flow, event recognition and camera calibration [1]. The representation of

each dataset is illustrated as follows:

1. S0 dataset: This dataset represents the background model of the system so it contains eight

different views of the target area. The views are captured from eight cameras mounted in

different locations of the target area. Fig. 7.1 shows the sample frames of the S0 dataset.

Figure 7.1: Sample frames of the S0 dataset [74].

2. S1 dataset: This dataset is designed for the implementation of people count and density estima-

tion, therefore it contains images that are captured so that the number of people in the targeted

area can be counted using density estimation. This is the process where the density of crowd is

estimated by computing the maximum occupancy of groups of people. Fig. 7.2 shows sample

frames of the S1 dataset.
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Figure 7.2: Sample frames of the S1 dataset [74].

3. S2 dataset: This dataset is designed for the implementation of people tracking therefore it

contains images that are captured so that all the individuals within the sequence can be tracked

by estimating their locations. Fig. 7.3 shows the sample frames of the S2 dataset.

Figure 7.3: Sample frames of the S2 dataset [74].

4. S3 dataset: This dataset is designed for the implementation of multiple flow analysis and event

recognition therefore it contains images where multiple flows can be observed, detected and

estimated in each frame of the sequence. Also, crowd activities can be observed in event

recognition.

Since S1 dataset is specifically designed for people counting, it is regarded as the best choice for the

implementation of the proposed algorithm. As shown in Fig. 7.2, the S1 dataset was captured using

eight cameras that were tagged as view 001 until view 008. Each of these views represented the

angles and directions in which the cameras were mounted.

View 001 of S1 dataset was selected as the input data for public-outdoor environment. A network

security camera at a rate of 7 frames per second was used to capture the dataset. This camera is an

AXIS 223M 2.0 Megapixel that produces high-performance quality and exceptional image details.

Also, it delivers higher resolution images when compared to standard analog camera. Each frame
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measures 768 by 576 pixels [74].

7.2.2 Private indoor environment

The private indoor environment is represented with EPFL dataset which contains scenarios that are

specifically designed for people detection and tracking framework [75]. The video sequence that con-

tains the training session of a local basketball team is used as input data in private indoor environment.

The dataset of the basketball sequence was captured with four DV cameras at a rate of 25 frames per

second. Then, the frames were encoded with Indeo 5 [75]. Fig. 7.4 show the sample frames of the

indoor training session.

Figure 7.4: Sample frames of indoor basketball training session obtained for private indoor environ-

ment [75].

7.3 VIDEO-TO-IMAGE CONVERSION

Input data are collected from public-outdoor and private-indoor environment and used to implement

the proposed approach. Fig. 7.5 illustrates some of the image frames after the video sequence has

been converted. Frames 1, 19, 41, 78, 139, 158, 196 and 228 are observed in Fig. 7.5a - 7.5h

respectively.
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(a) Frame 1 (b) Frame 19 (c) Frame 41 (d) Frame 78

(e) Frame 139 (f) Frame 158 (g) Frame 196 (h) Frame 228

Figure 7.5: (a)-(h) Some of the image frames after video sequence of the moving people is converted

into image frames.

In the private-indoor environment, the input video is converted to image frames and illustrated in

Fig. 7.6. Frames 1, 76, 168, 375, 528, 625, 1009 and 1111 are observed in Fig. 7.5a - 7.5h respect-

ively.
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(a) Frame 1 (b) Frame 76 (c) Frame 168 (d) Frame 375

(e) Frame 528 (f) Frame 625 (g) Frame 1009 (h) Frame 1111

Figure 7.6: (a)-(h) Some of the image frames after video sequence of the moving people is converted

into image frames.

7.4 IMAGE PRE-PROCESSING

The image preprocessing step is the process where unnecessary materials and noise are removed from

the input images before major processing techniques are applied. The input images are provided in

RGB format which have to be converted into greyscale images for easier input data functionality. The

greyscale images are later converted to binary (black and white) images for simpler implementation

of the algorithm.

Fig. 7.7 and 7.8 illustrate the colour conversion processes of the images obtained from public-outdoor

environment and private-indoor environment respectively. It can be observed that the conversion

process is successfully implemented where the original colour images are converted into greyscale

and binary images.
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(a) RGB image 1 (b) Greyscale image 1 (c) Binary image 1

(d) RGB image 19 (e) Greyscale image 19 (f) Binary image 19

Figure 7.7: (a),(d) RGB input images converted to (b),(e) greyscale images and (c),(f) binary images

for public-outdoor environment.

(a) RGB 1 (b) Greyscale 1 (c) Binary 1

(d) RGB 195 (e) Greyscale 195 (f) Binary 195

Figure 7.8: (a),(d) RGB input images converted to (b),(e) greyscale images and (c),(f) binary images

for public-indoor environment.

7.5 BACKGROUND SUBTRACTION

The frame differencing method is implemented for the background subtraction process. Two of the

four major steps that constitute the background subtraction are addressed and implemented. These

steps include the creation of a background reference model and foreground classification.

After the input images are converted to greyscale images, the initial greyscale image is assigned as

the background reference model. The reference models for the indoor and outdoor environments are
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presented in Fig. 7.9a and 7.11a.

A subtraction process is implemented where each remaining greyscale image is subtracted from the

background image and the absolute difference is returned as the output frame-differenced image. Fig.

7.9 illustrates the background subtraction process for the public-outdoor environment using frame

differencing method.

(a) Background image (b) Input image 2 (c) Frame-differenced image

(d) Background image (e) Input image 37 (f) Frame-differenced image

(g) Background image (h) Input image 60 (i) Frame-differenced image

Figure 7.9: (a)-(f) Some of the results obtained after background subtraction method has been im-

plemented on the input image frames of the public-outdoor environment.

It can be observed that each individual is readily visible in the frame-differenced images so it can de-

duced that the background subtraction process was successfully implemented. Little or no occlusions

are observed in the first few frames of the public-outdoor environment. The background subtraction

process is implemented on more scene-complex frames and illustrated in Fig. 7.10.
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(a) Background image (b) Input 181 (c) Frame-differenced 181

(d) Background image (e) Input 212 (f) Frame-differenced 212

(g) Background image (h) Input 240 (i) Frame-differenced 240

Figure 7.10: (a)-(f) Some of the results obtained after background subtraction method has been

implemented on the more scene-complex frames of the public-outdoor environment.

It can be observed that the people are heavily occluded which highlights one of the significant prob-

lems in people counting. As a result, difficulties could arise when attempting to count each individual

in the bounding box.

Fig. 7.11a - 7.11l illustrate the background subtraction process of the private-indoor environment

using frame differencing method.
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(a) Background image (b) Input 45 (c) Frame-differenced 45

(d) Background image (e) Input 194 (f) Frame-differenced 194

(g) Background image (h) Input 225 (i) Frame-differenced 225

(j) Background image (k) Input 258 (l) Frame-differenced 258

Figure 7.11: (a)-(l) Some of the results obtained after background subtraction method has been

implemented on the input image frames.

Similar results are obtained in the background subtraction process. It can be observed that each

individual is clearly visible in the first few frames. But as scene complexities increase, clear visibility

and distinction of each individual is not always successfully achieved in the frames.
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7.6 MORPHOLOGICAL IMAGE PROCESSING

Fig. 7.12 illustrate the morphological process of the public-outdoor environment.

(a) Input image 1 (b) Binary image 1 (c) Morphological image 1

(d) Input image 19 (e) Binary image 19 (f) Morphological image 19

(g) Input image 42 (h) Binary image 42 (i) Morphological image 42

Figure 7.12: (a)-(i) Some of the results obtained after morphological image processing has been

implemented on the input image frames.

It can be observed that the foreground pixels of the queried individuals are highlighted and clearly

visible and some of the unnecessary pixels are removed from the images. Also, all the broken gaps

visible in the blobs are filled with foreground pixels.
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Fig. 7.13 illustrate the morphological process of the private-indoor environment.

(a) Input 1 (b) Binary 1 (c) Morphological 1

(d) Input 45 (e) Binary 45 (f) Morphological 45

(g) Input 225 (h) Binary 225 (i) Morphological 225

(j) Input 606 (k) Binary 606 (l) Morphological 606

Figure 7.13: (a)-(l) Some of the results obtained after morphological image processing has been

implemented on the input image frames.

Similarly, it can be observed that the foreground pixels of the queried individuals are highlighted and

clearly visible and some of the unnecessary pixels are removed from the images. In Fig. 7.13c and

7.13f, it can be observed that some of the broken gaps that are visible in the blobs are not completely

filled with foreground pixels. This issue is only visible in few frames, otherwise the broken gaps are

completely filled with foreground pixels as illustrated in Fig. 7.13i and 7.13l.
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7.7 SINGLE-PIXEL METHOD

7.7.1 Bounding Box

Each person in the scene has to be bound with a bounding box so that the total number of people

can be easily counted over the frame-to-frame analysis. The morphologically-processed images are

regarded as input images so they are fed into the system and returned as bounded images where the

people in the scene are bounded in individuals or groups.

Additionally, a virtual line which represents the entrance point of the scene (horizontal or vertical

line) can be created. The creation of the virtual line serves as a key step in the implementation

of virtual-line direction-estimation method. For public-outdoor environment, vertical virtual-line is

created. Some of the output images obtained after objects are bounded, are presented in Fig. 7.14a-

7.14f.

(a) Morphological image 1 (b) Bounded image 1

(c) Morphological image 40 (d) Bounded image 40

(e) Morphological image 235 (f) Bounded image 235

Figure 7.14: (a),(c),(e) Morphologically-processed images. (b),(d),(f) Output images where the

people in the scene are bounded with bounding boxes (in individuals or groups).
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The algorithm was implemented on 240 frames. It can be observed that the people in each scene

over the frame-to-frame analysis are successfully detected and bounded with bounding boxes. In the

first few frames, each bounding box contained one individual. But as the scene complexity increases,

most of the bounding boxes contained two or more people.

For private-indoor environment, vertical virtual-line is also created. The morphologically-processed

images are fed into the single-pixel method in order to obtain bounded blobs. Initially, it was difficult

to bound the blobs whose foreground pixels were included in the image borders. So morpholo-

gical border cleaning was performed on the morphological-processed images before the blobs were

bounded. This is the process where all foreground pixels on the image borders are converted to

background pixels.

Some of the resulting output images are presented in Fig. 7.15a-7.15f. These images are obtained

after the implementation of blob-shape analysis, bounding box and border cleaning processes in the

single-pixel method.

(a) Morphological 1 (b) Bounded 1 (c) Morphological 45 (d) Bounded 45

(e) Morphological 150 (f) Bounded 150 (g) Morphological 225 (h) Bounded 225

(i) Morphological 362 (j) Bounded 362 (k) Morphological 606 (l) Bounded 606

Figure 7.15: (a),(c),(e),(g),(i),(k) Morphologically-processed images. (b),(d),(f),(h),(j),(l) Output im-

ages where the people in the scene are bounded with bounding boxes (in individuals or groups).
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Most of the blobs in the scenes are successfully bounded with bounding boxes. The cases where

the blobs are not bounded are observed because the broken gaps of the blobs were not successfully

repaired in the morphological image processing step where dilation and hole-filling processes were

implemented. The dimensions (upper-left, upper-right, lower-left and lower-right xy coordinates) of

each bounding box are collected and stored in a csv file.

7.7.2 Median area value computation

The next step entails the computation of MAV. The process is illustrated as follows. Suppose bounded

blobs are labelled as blob A, blob B, and so on. Furthermore, suppose all the blobs are observed in

all frames. The area of blob A is calculated in each frame and the process is repeated for all frames.

Then the median value of blob A, across all frames, is returned. This process is repeated for blob

B and so on, until all the median values of all blobs have been calculated across all frames. In the

public-outdoor environment, 240 frames are presented in the test data. Table 7.1 illustrates some of

the median area values obtained for the public-outdoor environment.

Median area values (MAV) for public-outdoor environment

Frame Number MAV

1 789.5

40 1578.5

235 4645.5

Table 7.1: Median area values obtained for some of the scenes of the frame-to-frame analysis of the

input data.

Similarly, table 7.2 illustrates some of the median area values obtained for the private-indoor envir-

onment.

7.8 VIRTUAL-LINE DIRECTION-ESTIMATION METHOD

The directions in which the people are heading, are obtained using the virtual-line direction-

estimation method. In each scene over the frame-to-frame analysis, the xy center coordinates of

each individual are collected and stored in the single-pixel method. The coordinates obtained are

compared with the xy center coordinates of the virtual-line. In the public-outdoor environment, ver-
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Median area values (MAV) for private-indoor environment

Frame Number MAV

1 736.5

45 381.94

150 411

225 5362

362 444

606 2262

Table 7.2: Median area values obtained for some of the scenes of the frame-to-frame analysis of the

input data.

tical virtual-line is created as the entrance point of the scene. If an individual is heading towards the

entrance point, the direction DEtowards of the individual is represented in eq. 7.1 as:

DEtowards =

 1 if xp
c − x1 < 0

0 if xp
c − x1 > 0

 (7.1)

Similarly, if the individual is heading away from the entrance point, the direction DEaway of the

individual is represented in eq. 7.2 as:

DEaway =

 1 if xp
c − x1 > 0

0 if xp
c − x1 < 0

 (7.2)

where:

• DEtowards denotes the direction estimation process for people heading towards the entrance

point,

• DEaway denotes the direction estimation process for people heading away from the entrance

point and

• xp
c = {x1

c ,x
2
c , ...,x

width
c } denotes the x-centroid coordinates of the single pixels.
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In the public-indoor environment, horizontal virtual-line is created as the entrance point of the scene.

If an individual is heading towards the entrance point, the direction DEtowards of the individual is

represented in eq. 7.3 as:

DEtowards =

 1 if yq
c− y1 < 0

0 if yq
c− y1 > 0

 (7.3)

Similarly, if the individual is heading away from the entrance point, the direction DEaway of the

individual is represented in eq. 7.4 as:

DEaway =

 1 if yq
c− y1 > 0

0 if yq
c− y1 < 0

 (7.4)

where:

• DEtowards denotes the direction estimation process for people heading towards the entrance

point,

• DEaway denotes the direction estimation process for people heading away from the entrance

point and

• yq
c = {y1

c ,q
2
c , ...,y

height
c } denotes the y-centroid coordinates of the single pixels.

7.9 COUNTING

The counting process is the final step in the implementation of people counting algorithm. It consists

of counting and recording the number of people in each scene. It is implemented simultaneously

with the virtual-line direction-estimation method where the direction of each individual is estimated

for all the provided scenes in the frame-to-frame analysis; with the median area value computation

process where the area pixel values are computed for all the blobs in each scene over the frame-to-

frame analysis; and with distance computation where total distance of each blob is calculated from

the location of each blob to the entrance point of the scene. The computational process is described

as follows.
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The xy-centroid coordinates of all the blobs in each scene, over the frame-to-frame analysis, are

obtained in the single-pixel method and stored for later use. The area value Ai,t of each blob and the

average area value MAV of all blobs are calculated in the median area value computation step for

each scene, over the frame-to-frame analysis. These values are stored in excel spreadsheets for later

use or observations.

The average area value is set as a deciding factor so that only the blobs whose area values fit between

the range of the average area value are used. The blobs are regarded as targets. The blobs whose area

values do not fit, are regarded as non-targets so they are discarded and disregarded in the implement-

ation process. Also, a pre-defined threshold value is set to differentiate between short-distanced and

long-distanced blobs.

Public-outdoor environment

For public-outdoor environment, the distance between the targeted blob and vertical virtual-line is

computed by subtracting the x-centroid coordinate of the blob from the x-coordinate of the virtual-

line. The output distance value is grouped into short-distanced or long-distanced blobs using the

pre-defined threshold value. In this case, the pre-defined threshold value is set to 200. Therefore,

all the distance values that are less than 200 are classified as short-distanced blobs. Otherwise, the

distance values are classified as long-distanced blobs.

The average area values for short- and long-distanced blobs are calculated. In this case, the value

obtained for the average area value for short-distanced blobs is 760, while the average area value ob-

tained for long-distance blobs is 2210. The number of people that are bounded in the short-distanced

blobs are estimated by dividing the area value of each blob with the short-distanced average area

value. Similarly, the number of people that are bounded in the long-distanced blobs are estimated by

dividing the area value of each blob with the long-distanced average area value.

Private-indoor environment

Similarly for private-indoor environment, the distance between the targeted blob and horizontal

virtual-line is computed by subtracting the x-centroid coordinate of the blob from the y-coordinate

of the virtual-line. The output distance value is grouped into short-distanced or long-distanced blobs

using the pre-defined threshold value. In this case, the pre-defined threshold value is set to 200. There-

fore, all the distance values that are less than 200 are classified as short-distanced blobs. Otherwise,

the distance values are classified as long-distanced blobs.
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The average area values for short- and long-distanced blobs are calculated. The value obtained for

the average area value for short-distanced blobs is 220, while the average area value obtained for

long-distanced blobs is 900. The number of people that are bounded in the short-distanced blobs

are estimated by dividing the area value of each blob with the short-distanced average area value.

Similarly, the number of people that are bounded in the long-distanced blobs are estimated by dividing

the area value of each blob with the long-distanced average area value.

Fig. 7.16 provide some of the results obtained for public-outdoor and private-indoor environments

when the counting process is implemented.

(a) Public Outdoor: Input Frame

226

(b) Public Outdoor: Output

Frame 226

(c) Private Indoor:Input Frame

602

(d) Private Indoor: Output

Frame 602

Figure 7.16: Results obtained for public-outdoor and private-indoor environments when counting

process is implemented for people counting.
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7.10 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

The performance of the people counting technique is evaluated by comparing the ground truth (actual

number of people per scene) to the estimated number of people using mean square error (MSE) com-

putation [76]. MSE is quantified through the process where global difference is computed between

input and output images, then an error percentage of the difference is returned. This is defined in eq.

7.5 as:

MSE =
1
N

N

∑
t=1

[
Ĉ(t)−C(t)

]2
(7.5)

where:

• N is the total number of scenes over the frame-to-frame analysis,

• C(s) is the actual number of people per scene t and

• Ĉ(t) is the output estimated output for the number of people per scene t.

Similarly, the root-mean square (RMS) can be computed. It is defined in eq. 7.6 as:

RMS =

√
1
N

N

∑
t=1

[
Ĉ(t)−C(t)

]2
(7.6)

Depending on the dataset used for implementation, the ground truths may be provided. Otherwise, the

ground truths can be obtained using an alternative process where the number of people are manually

counted in each scene over the frame-to-frame analysis. The total number of people is collected and

stored in a csv file for each scene.
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Table 7.5 illustrates the results obtained when the number of people in each frame are summed up.

The ground truth total of people is provided, as well as the estimated total number of people.

Performance Accuracy for People Counting Process

Scenario No. of Frames Ground truth total Estimated total

Public Environment - PETS dataset 240 3935 3998

Private Environment - EPFL dataset 160 1608 2114

Table 7.3: Total number of people in all frames.

Table 7.4 illustrates the results of the performance evaluation from the computation of the the root-

mean square error.

Performance Accuracy for People Counting Process

Scenario No. of Frames RMS Error

Public Environment - PETS dataset 240 0.1581

Private Environment - EPFL dataset 160 0.5153

Table 7.4: Performance results of RMS.

Results for public-outdoor environment

The number of people in each scene are manually counted. Then the total number of people in each

scene are added to obtain the ground truth. A value of 3935 is obtained. Using the single-pixel

method, the number of people in each scene are estimated. Similarly, the total number of people in

each scene are added to obtain the estimated output of 3998 (including false positives) where over-

counting is experienced. Over-counting is the process where the value of the estimated number of

people is higher than the original number. In this case, a value of 62 was observed for over-counting,

achieved by computing the difference between the ground truth and the estimated number.

The original number of people in each scene is compared to the estimated number. The results are

plotted in a graph as illustrated in Fig. 7.17. It can be observed that the estimated number of people

are similar to the ground truth.
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Figure 7.17: Plotted results of the comparison of original and estimated counting of people in a

public environment using single pixel method.

Results for private-indoor environment

The same process of the public environment was repeated for the private environment, where the

people were manually added in each frame in order to obtain the ground truth. A value of 1608

was obtained. The single-pixel method was tested on the private-indoor environment by estimating

the number of people in each scene. A total of 2114 was obtained (including false positives) Over-

counting was highly experienced in the private-indoor environment where the estimated number of

people is higher than the original number of people. Over-counting was greatly due to the transition

process between limited movements and regular movements of the same people in the scenes.

The transition process is where little or no movement is observed from a person in the first frame;

then, regular movement is observed in the second frame. This produces significantly higher pixel

count. As a result, over-counting is experienced which affects the accuracy of the counting process
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of the single-pixel method.

Although a significantly low RMS value was obtained, the performance accuracy of the single-pixel

method was affected by over-counting in the private-indoor environment. Fig. 7.18 illustrates the

comparison between the original and estimated number of people in each scene in the private-indoor

environment.

Figure 7.18: Plotted results of the comparison of original and estimated counting of people in a

private environment using single pixel method.
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7.11 VEHICLE COUNTING

Vehicle counting in traffic surveillance has attracted a lot of attention in intelligent transportation

systems over the past years. Coupled with vision-based techniques, it plays a critical role in automated

systems. In order to test for the robustness of the proposed approach, the algorithm was further

tested on vehicle counting datasets with varying environmental conditions such as lighting, traffic

flow, shadowing, daytime and night-time traffic surveillances. Similarly to people counting, vehicle

counting is the process where vehicles in a specified area are counted and recorded. Fig. 7.19 - 7.21

present results of the proposed algorithm on the provided datasets.

Fig. 7.19a - 7.19h illustrate the results of the proposed algorithm for daytime traffic surveillance

scene where low light and traffic flow are observed. The surveillance scene is captured from a high-

way.

(a) Input Frame 1 (b) Output Frame 1 (c) Input Frame 9 (d) Output Frame 9

(e) Input Frame 73 (f) Output Frame 73 (g) Input Frame 95 (h) Output Frame 95

Figure 7.19: Results obtained after the implementation of the proposed algorithm on a highway

traffic scene with low traffic flow.

Fig. 7.20a - 7.20h illustrate the results of the proposed algorithm for daytime traffic surveillance scene

where heavy shadowing is observed due to the bright lighting conditions.

Fig. 7.21a - 7.21h illustrate the results of the proposed algorithm for vehicles captured at night. Also,

it can be observed the vehicles are inside a tunnel.
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(a) Input Frame 11 (b) Output Frame 11 (c) Input Frame 39 (d) Output Frame 39

(e) Input Frame 50 (f) Output Frame 50 (g) Input Frame 98 (h) Output Frame 98

Figure 7.20: Results obtained after proposed algorithm was implemented on daytime traffic surveil-

lance under bright illuminations conditions where heavy shadowing is observed.

The vehicle counting process was evaluated using Jaccard coefficient [77] by comparing the ground

truth with the estimated results. Jaccard coefficient is the process where comparison is implemented

using true positives (TP), false positives (FP) and false negatives (FN). The process is defined in eq.

7.7 below.

J =
T P

T P+FP+FN
(7.7)

where:

• True positives (TP) represent the number of vehicles that are correctly estimated,

• False positives (FP) represent the number of vehicles that are incorrectly estimated as other

objects, and

• False negatives (FN) represent the number of objects that are incorrectly estimated as vehicles.

Tables 7.5 - 7.7 provide the performance results of vehicle counting using the proposed algorithm.

Table 7.5 presents the Jaccard coefficient score for daytime traffic surveillance where low light and

traffic flow are observed.
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(a) Input Frame 29 (b) Output Frame 29 (c) Input Frame 33 (d) Output Frame 33

(e) Input Frame 41 (f) Output Frame 41 (g) Input Frame 65 (h) Output Frame 65

Figure 7.21: Results obtained after proposed algorithm was implemented on a night-time highway

tunnel scene.

No. of Frames 100

Actual no. of Vehicles 824

Estimated no. of Vehicles 708

Counting Score 85.9%

Table 7.5: Performance results of vehicle counting using daytime highway traffic surveillance with

low light and traffic flow.

Table 7.6 presents the Jaccard coefficient score for daytime traffic surveillance where bright lighting

conditions and heavy shadowing are observed.
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No. of Frames 100

Actual no. of Vehicles 349

Estimated no. of Vehicles 269

Counting Score 77.1%

Table 7.6: Performance results of vehicle counting process using daytime highway traffic surveillance

with long, heavy shadows.

Table 7.7 presents the Jaccard coefficient score for night-time traffic surveillance. Vehicle headlights

are present but no street lights are observed.

No. of Frames/ Time span 63

Actual no. of Vehicles 34

Estimated no. of Vehicles 38

Counting Score 89.5%

Table 7.7: Performance results of vehicle counting process using night-time highway tunnel surveil-

lance with vehicle headlights but no street lights.

The robustness of the proposed algorithm is successfully achieved because significantly good res-

ults are observed when the algorithm is tested on different objects (people or vehicle) with varying

environmental and weather conditions.
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CHAPTER 8 CONCLUSION

“There is one thing even more vital to

science than intelligent methods;

and that is, the sincere desire to find out

the truth, whatever it may be.”

Charles Pierce

The scope of the research was to address (and possibly solve) key problems that people counting

algorithms are faced with. As a result, single-pixel and virtual-line direction-estimation methods

were created in order to address and solve the challenging problems that people counting algorithms

are currently faced with.

Four primary objectives were defined for this study: 1) the implementation of robust people counting

algorithm that is not application specific; 2) that is invariant to occlusions, illumination conditions,

human pose and direction; 3) that provides direction estimation of the people; 4) with low complexity

and high performance accuracy. Therefore, this chapter discusses the extent to which these primary

objectives have been satisfied, the results that have been achieved, the brief explanation on why the

algorithm is not compared with existing counting algorithms and future work.

8.1 DISCUSSION 1: EXTENT TO WHICH PRIMARY OBJECTIVES HAVE BEEN

SATISFIED

This section discusses the extent to which the four primary objectives have been satisfied in the

study.
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8.1.1 Development of people counting algorithm that is not application specific

Two test scenarios, namely, public-outdoor and private-indoor environments, were presented in

chapter 7.2 as input data for the implementation and testing of the single-pixel method. These en-

vironments accurately capture challenges (occlusions, lighting conditions, etc.) that people counting

algorithms are faced with. For example, the lighting conditions in indoor scenarios might vary from

outdoor scenarios so it was necessary to test for such conditions in order to ensure that the accuracy

of the algorithm is not application specific.

As observed in the results in chapter 7.9, all the people in the scenes of private-indoor and public-

outdoor environments were successfully counted. However, over-counting was commonly experi-

enced in the private-indoor environment when limited or no movement was observed from the people

in the scenes.

8.1.2 Development of people counting algorithm that is invariant to occlusions, illumination

conditions, human pose and direction

The single pixel approach was developed as an extra step in the background subtraction method in

order to produce a people counting algorithm that is invariant to occlusions, illumination conditions,

human pose and direction. The steps followed in the single pixel process were presented in chapter

6.6.

As illustrated in the results in chapter 7.7, the steps in the single pixel process were not affected by

the challenging conditions. All the useful features in the scenes from the private-indoor and public-

outdoor environments were successfully extracted, morphologically processed, bounded into bound-

ing boxes and counted. As a result, the research question posed from this objective was accurately

addressed and satisfied.

8.1.3 Development of people counting algorithm that provides direction estimation of the

people

A virtual-line direction-estimation method was developed in order to produce a people counting al-

gorithm that provides direction estimation of the people. As presented in chapter 6.8, a vertical or

horizontal virtual line was drawn as the entrance point of the scene. All the people in the scenes
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from the private-indoor and public-outdoor environments were observed in order to determine the

directions in which they were headed.

As illustrated in the results in chapter 7.8, the directions in which the people were headed were

accurately determined. As a result, the research question posed from this objective was accurately

addressed and satisfied.

8.1.4 Development of people counting algorithm with low complexity and high performance

accuracy

The single-pixel and virtual-line direction-estimation methods were designed with low complexities.

Also, high accuracies were observed in the performance evaluation presented in chapter 7.10.

8.2 DISCUSSION 2: CONCLUSION OF THE ACHIEVED RESULTS

This study was involved with the combination of various image processing techniques, creation of a

virtual-line direction-estimation method, as well as creation of an extra step in background subtrac-

tion method known as single-pixel approach, in order to provide a fast and efficient people counting

algorithm that is invariant to the significant restrictions and challenges whilst monitoring the trade-off

between the complexity, speed and performance accuracy of the algorithm.

As observed and illustrated in chapter 7, satisfactory results were obtained from the performance

evaluation of the people counting algorithm. However, over-counting was experienced in cases where

limited or no movement was observed from the people in the scenes and other factors such as heavy

occlusions, reduced the accuracy of the system. Also, the proposed algorithm was tested on vehicle

counting where satisfactory results were obtained.

Finally, it can be concluded that the design and implementation of a fast and efficient people count-

ing algorithm is possible using single-pixel and virtual-line direction-estimation methods because

the performance the system was very satisfying and all of the desired objectives were successfully

met.
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8.3 DISCUSSION 3: COMPARISON TO EXISTING COUNTING METHODS

It should be noted that the proposed algorithm for people and vehicle counting is not comparat-

ively evaluated with existing counting algorithms. This is primarily because the proposed algorithm

is headed in a new direction thus difficult to compare with other algorithms. Also, the proposed

algorithm is primarily concerned with robustness and invariance so that it can be implemented on

different processes with varying environmental conditions; and invariant to all (or most) significant

restrictions.

8.4 DISCUSSION 4: FUTURE RESEARCH

Single-pixel method was successfully developed and implemented but there is always room for im-

provement. Some aspects of the method can be optimized or the study can be extended to cover more

aspects as listed below:

• Multi-target tracking can be appended to the system where the previous and current location

of each person is monitored and recorded. However, the tracking system will increase the

complexity. As a result, trade-off between the accuracy and complexity can be addressed.

Tracking can be implemented using particle filter.

• Currently, the extracted useful features only contain (pixel intensities) internal characteristics

of the images which becomes a challenge when large datasets are provided as input. As an

optimization, external characteristics (boundaries) can be included in the features. These char-

acteristics can be obtained from descriptors such as Fourier descriptors, regional descriptors,

statistical moments, SURF, and so on.

• Finally, the performance of the system was reduced when limited or no movements were ob-

served from the people in the scenes. Therefore, an approach where people’s movements are

invariant to the system, can be addressed and implemented in the future.
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