&

e.a UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
0 UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
C

YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

SUMMARY

Recently scholars are more and more coming to a consensus
that the purpose of Hebrews is paraenetic. Specifically, many
agree that Hebrews is written to persuade the readers to
persevere in their faith.

"Perseverance" is mentioned as one of the major themes,
but in many cases this is dealt with only in 10:32-39 and 12:1-
13, where the terms Umopovf or Vmouévw are used. The purpose of
this dissertation is to show that the theme of perseverance 1is
really one of the predominant motifs in Hebrews as a whole,
specifically focusing on the latter part of Hebrews (10:32-
13:17).

In chapter 1 the method of "discourse analysis," which is
a kind of "semantic discourse analysis" as developed in South
Africa and is sometimes called "colon analysis," is explained.
In chapter 2 we try to identify the rhetorical situation of the
readers. The causes of the crisis to which the readers are
exposed are identified as general moral lethargy, the threat of
external persecution and possibly the temptation to return to
Judaism. In chapter 3 we examine the macrostructure of Hebrews
to explain why we chose 10:32-13:17 as the object of the
present investigation. In chapter 4 the mesostructure of 10:32-
13:17 is analyzed.

The detailed analysis of 10:32-13:17 by "colon analysis,"
including the investigation of rhetorical devices used, is

given in chapter 5. It is shown that all that has been said by
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the author, including the christology, is used to persuade the
readers to persevere in their pilgrimage of faith. Christ’'s
work in the past as the ground of faith, the future goal
secured by it and the present proleptic participation in the
ultimate goal through worship motivate the readers to persevere
in the present suffering and temptation. The foundation and
means of perseverance is shown to be faith. Faith produces
perseverance. By combining the word of God with faith, coming
to Jesus in faith and holding fast to the christological
confession, praying and worshipping in the community of faith,
looking forward tc the ultimate goal, and actively doing good
works in the worshipping community, the readers can persevere.
This motif of perseverance is shown to be determinative for all
the areas from the lexical choice to the macrostructure. In

chapter 6 what has been studied is summarized.
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OPSOMMING

Resente navorsers kom steeds meer tot die consensus dat
die doel van Hebreérs paraneties van aard is. Meer spesifiek
stem baie saam dat Hebreérs geskrywe is om sy lesers te
oorreed om in hulle geloof te volhard.

"Volharding" word vermeld as een van die oorheersende
temas, maar in baie gevalle word dit net in 10:32-39 en
12:1-13, waar die terme Umopory) of UWOUEVW gebruik word,
ondersoek. Die oogmerk van hierdie proefskrif is om aan te
toon dat die tema van volharding in werklikheid een van die
dominante motiewe 1in Hebreérs as dgeheel 1is, terwyl meer
spesifiek op die laaste deel van Hebreérs (10:32-13:7)
gefokus word.

In hoofstuk 1 word die metode van "diskoersanalise",
soms oo0K genoem "kolonanalise", verduidelik. In hoofstuk 2
probeer ons om die retoriese situasie van die 1lesers te
bepaal. Die oorsake van die krisis waaraan die lesers
blootgestel 1is, word geidentifiseer as algemene morele
laksheid, die bedreiging van eksterne vervolging en moontlik
die versoeking om na die Judaisme terug te keer. In
hoofstuk 3 ondersoek ons die makrostruktuur van Hebreérs om
te verklaar waarom ons 10:32-13:17 as die objek van hierdie
ondersoek gekies het. In hoofstuk 4 word die mesostruktuur
van 10:32-13:17 ontleed.

Die gedetailleerde analise van 10:32-13:17 deur middel
van diskoersanalise, insluitend die ondersoek van die
retoriese tegnieke wat aangewend word, word in hoofstuk 5
aangebied. Daar word aangetoon dat alles wat deur die outeur
gesé 1is, die christologie inkluis, gebruik word om die
lesers te oorreed om op hulle pelgrimstog van geloof te
volhard. Christus se werk in die verlede as die basis van
geloof, die toekomstige bestemming wat daardeur verseker is
en die huidige proleptiese aandeelname aan die uiteindelike
doel deur aanbidding motiveer die lesers om te volhard in
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hulle huidige lyding en versoeking. Daar word aangetoon dat
geloof die basis en middel tot volharding uitmaak. Geloof
bewerk volharding. Deur die woord van God met geloof te
verbind, deur in geloof na Jesus te kom en vas te hou aan
die christologiese konfessie, te bid en te aanbid in die
gemeenskap van delowiges, vorentoe te kyk na die
uiteindelike doel en daadwerklik goeie werke in die
aanbiddende gemeenskap te verrig, kan die lesers volhard.
Daar word aangetoon dat hierdie motief van volharding
bepalend is vir al die gebiede, van die leksikale keuse tot

die makrostruktuur.
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