e
&
UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA

i.i UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
A 4

YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

The role of development assistance
in

the promotion and protection of human rights in Uganda

June 2011

Thesis submitted in fulfilment of the requirements of the degree Doctor Legum
(LLD) of the University of Pretoria, South Africa

by
Donald Rukare

Under the supervisorship of Professor Michelo Hansungule

And with Professor Frans Viljoen as co-supervisor

© University of Pretoria 1



.4,

ﬁ UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
‘ UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
Qe

YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

Declaration
| declare that this thesis, which I hereby submit for the degree Doctor Legum
(LLD), at the University of Pretoria, is my own work and has not previously

been submitted by me for a degree at this or any other tertiary institution.



Dedication

This study is dedicated to my late father, Professor Enoka Rukare, who will always be

my beacon and inspiration.



- R
\ ATHHHMA
Acknowledgments

In the course of preparing and writing this study | have received support, guidance
and assistance from various people. I would like to thank Professor Michelo
Hansungule for his tireless guidance as my supervisor. | would also like to thank
Professor Frans Viljoen for his assistance as co-supervisor. My thanks also go to all
those that provided comments and input to this study. I cannot forget to make mention
and thank all the members of the ‘Hansungule family’, Serges Kamanga, Lyntette
Bonareri, Rita Ozoemena, Mmaise Mooki, Chacha Murungu, Anthony Munene and
Innocent Maja. You all have been a source of encouragement and inspiration.
Marcella Karekye, Tina Turyagenda, Fiona Arach and Jackie Namara, | appreciate

your time and effort in proofreading this thesis.
Finally I remain indebted to my dear wife Jackie, son David, my dear mother Mrs

Gwen Rukare, my brothers , Daniel, Dunstan, Derrick, Dora my sister and her family

for their unwavering support and patience.



UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
YUNIBESITHI YA PRETORIA

."‘v_
W UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
4

Summary
Uganda, like several developing countries, is a recipient of development
assistance. This assistance, which is provided by rich developed countries,
supports among others human rights programmes in these countries.
Development partners that provide this assistance wield considerable influence
arising from the assistance they provide. This study seeks to determine what
role development assistance plays in the promotion and protection of human

rights in Uganda.

The study establishes that, similar to several African countries such as Malawi,
Zambia, Kenya and Ghana, Uganda is aid-dependent. Although Uganda is
committed to reducing this dependence, it is concluded that without this vital
lifeline of development assistance, Uganda would not be able to fully fund and

run its human rights programmes or development budget.

The study further establishes that international cooperation and the provision
of development assistance are embodied in international human rights treaties
and declarations. However, while there is an obligation to provide
development assistance, stipulated in international human rights treaties, the
study establishes that some development partners do not recognise this
obligation. A model convention providing for the obligation to provide

development assistance is elaborated in this study.

The study arrives at the conclusion that development partners through the

provision of development assistance have advanced the human rights agenda
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in Uganda, though sometimes impedding the development of an authentic
domestic human rights culture. The study recommends that there is a need to
reverse this situation. The study concludes with several recommendations

aimed at making Uganda own its human rights agenda.

Keywords: Development assistance, development partners, human rights,
development, local ownership, right to development, law of development,
development assistance treaties, aid modalities, budget support and project

support.
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