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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to identify the issues that are specifically important for an
understanding of biblical interpretation within the Russian Orthodox Church. Its purpose is
not to advocate pro or contra Russian biblical scholarship, but to place the emphasis on the
history of biblical interpretation in the Russian Orthodox Church and on Orthodox biblical
hermeneutics. Two considerations are specifically pertinent to our study of this topic. First,
the history of biblical interpretation is surveyed from a sole and specific perspective - from
within a historical-dogmatic development of the Russian Orthodox Church from the Kiev
period of its history (IX-XIII cc.) till the Synodal period (1721-1917). Second, it is true that
once originated, the Biblical Study in Russian Orthodoxy formed its own way and
developed its own fundamental principles of interpretation. Although many principles
correlated and corresponded with general principles of biblical interpretation, in essence
they form “Russian Orthodox Hermeneutics™.

Chapter 1 considers the problematic character of the subject and indicates the
specific target group of readers, namely the biblical experts outside the Russian Orthodox
confessional boarders, both in the East and in the West.

Chapter 2 addresses the methodological issues. We considered general ideas as
applicable in the historiography and we defined our position with regard to the leading
opinions that motivates a discipline of historical research.

Chapter 3 focuses on characteristics and factors that played the main role in
determining the inquiry of bible interpretation in the Russian Orthodox Church during the
Kiev period (x-xiii cc.) up to the Synodal period (1721-1917).

Chapter 4 examines selected anthropological aspects relevant to the Russian
Orthodox Church that exercised both a direct and indirect impact upon the Orthodox
biblical hermeneutics. This chapter presents a general overview of some key Orthodox
anthropological beliefs, followed by an account of several specific features of Orthodox
anthropology as examined, such as: (1) the nature of Russian man, (2) the wholeness of
man; and (3) the concept of theurgy which proved to be particularly helpful in
understanding of how the Church’s anthropological ideas are not only linked with Orthodox
hermeneutics, but actually determine it.

Chapter 5 gives an account of Bogdashevskii’s life and scholarship, emphasizing his
hermeneutics. A performed case study which focuses on the analysis of the Russian

Orthodox hermeneutics according to the work of one particular scholar, is reflected in this
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chapter and it serves as an example of the hermeneutical trends as observed in the Russian
Orthodox Church.

Chapter 6 summarizes and interprets the fundamental principles and main features
peculiar to Russian Orthodox biblical interpretation, using the attestation to these principles
in the foregoing study as a basis. The chapter demonstrates that the main hermeneutical
features of the Russian Orthodox Church: (1) are deeply influenced by patristic exegesis; (2)
show that the Orthodox Church is a priori in reading the Bible; (3) place an entire dogmatic
premise as a quintessential criterion for the Bible interpretation; (4) exalt the Church
tradition as the indispensable guide to the understanding of Scripture; (5) consider Christ as
the beginning-centre- and end of biblical interpretation; (6) base Orthodox exegesis upon
cooperation between the Holy Spirit and the human interpreter; (7) demands a critical
reading of the Scriptures guided by the Church dogmatics, and a multidisciplined approach
to the text which includes proper attention to questions of grammar, logic, history of the
text, translations, criticism of editions, and exegesis proper.

Chapter 7 summarizes our discussions, outlines the results of this study and

indicates the possible directions for further studies.
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