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ROCK ART AND ROCK HYRACES                                         CHAPTER 5 

 
This study was initiated on a field trip to the Mapungubwe Heritage site in December 

2001 under the leadership of Prof. Andri Meyer (Archeology Department, University of 

Pretoria), who spent a large part of his life excavating the Mapungubwe archaeological site. The 

other team members were Prof. Ian Meiklejohn (Department of Geography, Geoinformatics and 

Meteorology of the University of Pretoria) and Isabelle Barrier (see photo’s in article), at that 

time an Archaeology student from the University of Pretoria. 

 

The results of this study were presented as a poster contribution at the 3rd International 
Conference on the Application of Raman Spectroscopy in Art and Archaeology held in Paris, 
31 Aug. –3 Sept. 2005 and the full results published in the Journal of Raman spectroscopy 
and follows as chapter 5.  
 
L C Prinsloo, Rock hyraces: a cause for San rock art deterioration?  
 

The poster won a Young Investigater’s award at the conference 

 

The unique properties of hyrax urine and its use as traditional medicine that came under 

my attention during this study motivated me to send a hyraceum sample to Prof. Anna Jäger, 

Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. She tested the sample 

for affinity to the GABA-benzodiazepine receptor and obtained a positive result, which supports 

its use as traditional medicine for the treatment of epilepsy. In order to establish if there is a 

connection between the hyrax diet and the activity of the samples we asked Prof. Louis Scott if 

we could use samples from his large collection of hyraceum samples, collected in different 

biomes, for further testing. The results from this study are published in an article and were 

presented at an international conference.  

 

Jäger AK, Olsen A, Prinsloo LC and Scott L. 54th Annual Congress on Medicinal 
Plant Research, 29 August-2 September, Helsinki, Finland. Planta Medica, 2006, 
72: 993. 

 
Andreas Olsen, Linda C. Prinsloo, Louis Scott and Anna K. Jäger, Hyraceum, The fossilised 
metabolic products of rock hyraces, shows affinity to the GABA-benzodiazepine receptor, South 
African Journal of Science 2007; 103: 437. 
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