University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

a

SPIRITS IN THE FIRST-CENTURY
JEWISH WORLD, LUKE-ACTS AND
IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT:
ANANALYSIS

GOODMAN AGRIPPA KHATHIDE

Submitted in accordance with the requirements for the degree of
PHILOSOPHIAE DOCTOR
in the Faculty of Theology (Section B)

Department New Testament
University of Pretoria

PROMOTER: Prof. J.G. van der Watt
CO-PROMOTER: Dr. S.J. Joubert

December 2003

\




University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

To my loving wife MALEFU ESTHER without whose help,
support and godly patience this academic exercise
would not have been possible.



University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A thesis owes its plan, pattern and development, directly and indirectly, to people who inspire it, encourage its
progress and contribute to its content. This thesis is no exception. After finishing an academic activity such as
this one, one is usually overwhelmed by a feeling that it is not solely a personal achievement. This1s exactly
how I feel about this work. Many people have in one way or another contributed to making this dream

possible.
Although my indebtedness is to all, it gives me pleasure to mention a few by name:
My promoter, Prof. J.G. van der Watt and co-promoter, Dr. S.J. Joubert for their guidance and support.

Drs Grace and Mohlomi Mohlomi for their generosity, especially in the beginning stages of this study.

Drs Hlanganani and Hlengiwe Mabasa for opening their spacious home in Carolina for me to find time to
continue with this work at various stages.

My colleagues and students at Auckland Park Theological Seminary for their encouragement and inspira-
tion. A special word of appreciation goes to Sammy Tshabalala, Eugene Mouton and Manfred Sangweni
who, as students, took a personal interest in this exercise.

John Wesley College for opening their facility for this research project.

Rika Matthews of AFMIN (Africa Ministries Network) for her God-given immeasurable capacity of
patiently working on this document.

Kirsten Alexander and Rosa Reyneke for proofreading my other publications, including this one.
My wife, Malefu and our children whose support I will eternally be grateful for.

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the gifts of life, salvation, health and for the inspiration to go
through this work.

Countless people, known and unknown to me, for ideas, suggestions, insights and especially those who
interceded for me and my family for the duration of my study.

iii




University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

CONTENTS
Dedication (i)
Acknowledgements (i1)
CHAPTER 1

THE SCOPE AND ARGUMENTATION ON DEMONOLOGY: INTRODUCTION

3 The background of the problem 1
Ly The imperative of theological incarnation 1
1.1.2 Resurgence of interest in the spirit-world 11
11.3 Split-level Christianity in Africa 14
1.2 The literature survey and the debate 17
2.1 New Testament Scholarship 17
1L.2.2 The spiritual warfare paradigm 28
1.2.3 The Third World (African) primal religions 34
1.3 Problem statement 38
1.4 Approach and purpose 39
1.5 Various interpretations of demon possession 40
3.1 The mythical theory , 40
132 The accommodation theory 40
1053 The hallucination theory 41
1.5.4 Summarising conclusion 42
1.6 Exorcism: A working definition 42
1.7 Limitations 43
1.8 Chapterlayout 44
CHAPTER 2

DEMONOLOGY IN THE FIRST-CENTURY JEWISH WORLD

21 Introduction 45
i The dynamics of the first-century world-view 45
2.3 Materials and dates 46
2.4 Development of demonology in Jewish thought 48
24.1 The influence of the Near East 48
242 Etymology of ‘demon’ 52
2421 From pre- to post exilic period 52
2422 Philo and Josephus 53
2423 ‘Demon’ in the Septuagint 57
2424 Conclusions 58
243 Contributory factors to demonic belief 59
2.5 Demonology in the Old Testament 61
2:5.1 Yahwism and evil 61
252 Satan in the Old Testament 63

2:5.2:1 References to Satan in the Old Testament 63



University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

CHAPTER 2 (CONTINUED)

2.5.2.2 The Satan in Job
2.5.2.3 The Satan in Zechariah
2.5.2:4 Satanin 1 Chronicles

253 Demons (powers) in the Old Testament

2.54 Witches, mediums and spirits

9555 Conclusions

2.6 Demonology in the apocrypha, pseudepigraph and some other
Jewish and Greco-Roman writings

2.6.1 The origin of Satan and demons

2.6.2 Names, classes and numbers

2.6.3 The nature

2.6.4 Appearances and forms

2.6.5 Places and times

2.6.6 Functions and activities

2.6.6.1 The leader of demonic forces
2.6.6.2 Demons

2.6.7 Exorcism and apotropaic measures
2.6.7.1 Magic

2.6.7.2 Spiritual means

2.6.7.3 Exorcists, miracle-workers and holy people
2.6.8 Destiny and overthrow of demons

2.6.9 Conclusions

2.3 Demonology in the New Testament

2:7:1 Background

272 Satan

2.7.2:1 Satan as the central focus

B2.7.2.2 Satan’s enmity with God

2.9.2.3 Satan’s hostility towards humanity
2.7.2.4 Other features and functions of Satan
2.47.2.5 Satan cast out

2.7.3 The powers of evil

2.7.31 Demons in New Testament writings
2.7.3.2 Jesus and the powers of evil
2:73:3 Paul’s conception of powers
2.7.3.4 Conclusions

2.8 Summary and conclusions
CHAPTER 3

POWER ENCOUNTER IN LUKE-ACTS

3.1 Opening statement

3.2 Therelevance of Luke

3.3 Introductory notes on Luke-Acts
3.3.1 Authorship

B.3.4.1 External evidence

B3nl.2 Internal evidence

68
72
75
79
87
92

93

a3

98
100
100
101
103
103
104
110
110
119
123
129
131
132
132
133
133
137
138
140
144
146
146
179
194
205
205

207
207
209
209
209
210




University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

CHAPTER 3 (CONTINUED)

3.3.1.3 Working hypothesis

3.3.2 Place and date

3.3.3 Purposes

334 The readers

3.3.5 Luke as historian

3.356 Luke as theologian-evangelist
3.4 Special interests of Luke
3.4.1 The poor

342 Women

343 The universality of Luke’s message
3.4.4 The Holy Spirit

345 Prayer

3.4.6 Joy

3.4.7 Conclusions

3.5 The theology of Luke-Acts
3.5.1 The plan of God

3.52 Christology

3.5.3 Soteriology

3.54 The kingdom

3.5.5 Ecclesiology

356 Eschatology

3.5.7 Demonology/power encounter in Luke-Acts

3.5.9.1 An overview

3.5.7.2 The Beelzebul controversy (Lk 11:14-23)
3573 Simon Magus (Acts 8:4-25)

3.5.7.4 Elymas the sorcerer (Acts 13:4-12)
3.5.7.5 The Philippian slave-girl (Acts 16:16-18)
3.5.7.6 The spiritual conflict in Ephesus (Acts 19)
3.5. 7.7 Conclusions

3.6 Summary and conclusions
CHAPTER 4

THE AFRICAN SPIRIT WORLD

4.1 Introduction

42 Terminology: “African”

4.3 Key elements in the African spirit world
43.1 Vital force

43.2 The Supreme Being

433 Spirits

433.1 The origin of spirits

4332 Different types of spirits

4333 Evil spirits

4.3.4 Ancestors

43.4.1 Ancestors: The reality

4.3.42 Ancestors: Description and identification

211
211
211
213
216
218
220
220
221
222
223
225
227
227
227
227
231
239
246
251
258
257
257
258
267
272
276
275
286
287

289
290
292
252
295
300
300
301
304
306
306
308

vi



University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

CHAPTER 4 (CONTINUED)

4.3.4.3 Communication and manifestation
4344 The role of the ancestors

4.3.4.5 Ancestors as mediators

4.3.4.6 Veneration and worship

4.3.4.7 Conclusions

4.3.5 Sorcery and witchcraft

4.3.5.1 Broad definitions

4352 The reality of witchcraft

43.5.3 Witcheraft - A universal phenomenon
4354 The social role of witcheraft

4.3.5.5 The nature and activities of witchcraft
4356 Gender and witchcraft

43.5.7 Witchcraft and devil-worship

4.3.5.8 Eradication of witchcraft

4359 Protection and fortification

4.3.5.10  Conclusions

4.3.6 Diviners and healers

4.4 The African devil?

4.5 Spirit possession and exorcism

45.1 The reality of spirit possession

452 Spirit possession: good and bad
453 Ancestral possession

4.5.4 Spirit possession and gender

4.5.5 Exorcism

4.5.6 Conclusions

4.6 Churches’ responses to the spirit world
4.6.1 Negative and non-engaging response
4.6.2 Split-level or dual system response
4.6.3 A syncretistic response

4.6.4 The spiritual warfare response

4.6.5 Inculturation response

4.6.6 Conclusions

4.7 Summation and conclusions
CHAPTERS5

THE SPIRIT WORLD: HERMENEUTICAL ISSUES

5.1 The spirit world: Jewish/Biblical and African

5.2 The relevance of Luke-Acts for the African context

5.3 The question of the ancestors

5.4 Worldview

5.5 The social sciences and the Biblical spirit world

5.6 Jesus, the early church and the spirit world: Lessons for
the church in Africa

5.7 Demonisation: A critique

5.8 Pastoral counselling

310
311
312
313
316
316
316
319
321
321
323
325
327
328
329
330
331
334
336
336
339
343
344
346
348
348
348
349
350
351
352
353
353

355
357
359
361
364

366
369
371

vii




University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

CHAPTER 5 (CONTINUED)
5.9 Discipleship
5.10 Towards a spint-world affirming theology

5.10.1 Theology ofthe invisible
5.10.2 A holistic message

5.10.3 Contextualisation

5.104 African Biblical hermeneutics
ol | Areas for further research

Bibliography

Summary

372
372
372
373
374
374
375

377

415

viil



University of Pretoria etd — Khathide, G A (2006)

SUMMARY

In many African traditional societies, the felt needs of people are usually met by the serv-
ices of the shaman or other traditional medicine specialists. These needs vary and they
could include the need for protection against witchcraft and evil spirits. Another need in
Africa is for physical and psychical health. These needs are felt by many Africans inside
and outside ecclesiastical structures. Despite centuries of western influence and teaching
by missionaries, these felt needs have not gone away. The sensitivity to the spirit world and
its impact on the human and material world still remains a firm belief'in the African socio-
spiritual reality.

In its missiological responsibilities in the past and now, the church in Africa continues to
display a theological deficiency in addressing this vacuum in African spirituality. Conse-
quently, many African Christians are trapped in the dual, two-tier or split-level Christianity.
This shows itselfin times of existential crises in which many committed and respectable
African Christians revert to traditional religious practices as a means of meeting their spir-
itual needs, due to the church’s inability to do so. This observed lack of traditional Chris-
tian theology and its irrelevancy to African life, has left many African Christians in adi-
lemma.

It is this lacuna in Christian theology and practice that the researcher seeks to address in
this study. By analysing documents on spirits in the first-century Jewish world and the two-
volume work of Luke-Acts, the researcher endeavours to show the relevance and possi-
ble appropriation of the New Testament message to African spiritual realities. This is based
on the understanding that the world of the first-century Jews and other communities in the
Mediterranean region at the time, has more in common with Africans than the extremely
naturalistic, rationalistic and abstract-oriented worldview of the early western missionaries
who initially brought the gospel to Africa. Central to the researcher’s thesis, is the argu-
ment that, if early Christians, as exemplified by the Lucan audience, could respond to the
fears, problems and realities of the spirit world by using God-ordained, spiritual and bib-
lically acceptable means and not magical ways, African Christians, too, who find them-
selves in similar situations, can do the same. The contention in this study is that the redis-
covery of the aspect of the spirit world of the New Testament message will go a long way
towards resolving the problem of split-level Christianity in Africa. This task remains a
theological imperative for New Testament scholarship in order for the church to present a
holistic message to the masses of Africa and to demonstrate how the immanence of the
Christian God in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, relates to the daily
needs of spirit-sensitive Africans - a message that Luke tried so hard to convey to his
readers in the first century.

Key words:
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