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CHAPTER 6

DIVERGENCE AND'CONVERGENCEL_IQGO -.1984

The ©book had been closed and an era had ended, but certain events would
not let themselves be bound in this way. They appeared far more promi-
nently in the table of contents of the book that was sbout to be writ-
ten. Three apparently glaring omissions from the preceding chapters are
particularly relevant in this regard. These lacunae are those of educa-
tion, the homelands and 1labour. This does not suggest that they were
not matters ofvconcern in preceding eras, but the context in which they
were perceived make them extremely significant to the era about to be

discussed.

The gist of the arguments and perceptions that had been developed and
set out in chapters two to five could be concluded to form the basis of
the justification of current attitudes. Therefore although the present
chapter appears to deal solely with contemporary issues, the views

given are rooted in particular interpretations of the past.

Sharpeville had 1left an impression. The new directions adopted in the
preceding era appeared to have led to the deaths and repression that
followed on the events of March 21, 1960. Therefore further self-analy-
sis was needed to answer two fundamental éuestions. These in turn led
to further queries that required answers as well. The first question re-
lated to the ideological directions that had crystallized by 1960, and
which were the most viable in the light of past successes or failures.
Equally important was to provide the historical logic to justify the di-
rection taken. The second question related to how supporters for a par-
ticular ideology could be recruited. A particular stance had to be jus-
tified through a particular interpretation of the past. The divergence
of perceptions in the forégoing chapters must be seen in this context.
The perceptions that now come to the fore are a continuation of this
trend. Thus the introduction of the book-in-making required a preface

that rejected earlier premises as the framework of perceptions to be
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reflected in subsequent chaptérs. A marked characteristic of the percep-
tion that was to emerge in the cqffent period was it increasingly be-
came én expression of ‘3‘personal experience of(the past; and that in
the light of this perceptién a particular attitude was adopted. The

present confirmed what was perceived to have gone before.

Naturally the point of departure would be the Sharpeville shootings and
governmental action against the organisations it held responsible for
these events. The comments on this tended to become more generalized to
the question of repression as a whole and not a particular incident. A
crucial question that had to be answered was what form the future resis-
tance to current conditions should be. The central issue was that of
violence, and more specifically whether violence should be a matter of
principle or strategy. To justify arguments a review of the past was
essential to show whether the viclence in whatever form or for which-

ever reason was validated or not.

Whatever the reasons for adopting violence Ngubane held that opting for
violence would play into the hands‘of the communists, which, in the
eyes of Ngubane, would belie the real power of the South African Commu-
nist Party. He believed that legislative restrictions since 1929 had
effectively denied the SACP the chance to claim leadership of the liber-
ation struggle.1 This wviewpoint concurs with Ngubane's particular

political standpoint, which was consistently anti-communist.

Modisane saw a pattern in police action against Blacks. Blacks were
goaded to the point of retaliation, to allow the police to act on the
grounds of self-defence. When blame had been apportioned, "and the more
charitable have blamed it on history", the police claimed that they had
acted in the interests of "protecting the Africans against tsotsis,"?

Modisane’s comments, and the thoughts of those who follow his

JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, p. 139 and pp. 182-183,

B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 143 and p. 147.
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‘reasoning, point towards a significant development in Black perceptions

of the past. With the passage of time the distinction between Whites on
the basis of ‘political 'affiiiétions was beccmiﬁg blurred. So was the
distinction between police, government and state. The blunt assertions
of Modisane are refined soméwhat by Ngubane who still assigns an
ulterior motive to repressive measures and actions. Ngubane outlines
two motives for repression. Firstly to confirm in the minds of Blacks
that they are permanently inferior and to force them to fight for their
cause on a terrain and on terms determined by Whites. Secondly, by
portraying the situation as one of "us (Whites) and them", a racial

solidarity is forged that discourages breaking of ranks .3

Mokgatle argues that repression had reached the point that Blacks were
no longer prepared to stand up for human rights and a share in the
administration of the. country.4 Mphahlele does not concur that Blacks

had been cowed into acquiescence. Insﬁead he believes that repression
had caused a throwback to the "freedom wars our ancestors of two
centuries ago waged against the whites.“5 There were those, however,
particularly in the wake of Sharpeville, who took the "often
soul-mutilating road to exile",6 rather than face the dilemma of

taking up arms.

The children of the Sharpeville era became "the generation which waé to
write the Soweto Rebellion into South African history." This generation
neutralized the aims behind the banning of the ANC and PAC which sought
to create a leadership wvacuum to be filled by compliant chiefs "who

would accept the prescribed destiny on behalf of their people."7 The

3 JK Ngubane, An Afg;gan Explains Apartheid, p. 94.

4 N Mokgatle, The Autobiography of an Unknown South African, p. 349.
5 ¥ Mphahlele, The African»lmagg, p. 53.

6 E Mphahlele, Afrika My Music..., p. 177.

4

JX Ngubane, Conflict of Minds..., p. 139.
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arrests of Mandela, Sobukwe and others were seen as ample evidence that

the current government would not countenance a non-racial society.8

What optiens were.opeq to Blacks to achieve‘their,ends?

Modisané saw no percentage in dying a martyr. There was nothing heroic
in facing loaded guns.9 Similarly there seemed little to be gained in
a fatalistic resignation that said that they had antagonized the
ancestral spirits and now had to atone. There was no relief in comply-
ing to a "Messianic myth" that held the prospect of redemption in acts
of Christian contrition.® Speaking for himself Modisane states that
"Africans have for far too long been at the business end of the sjam-
bok, I wanted to feel the handle of the whip.“ll But then he warns
violence will destroy mankind itself. Thus violence, while a tempting
prospect, will not bring a solution to the South African situation.12

The dilemma is clear, even if the solution is not.

Violence, as a method of resistance, had to be carefully motivated in
order to justify it. For instance it is suggested that the only reason
that the ANC and PAC followed this optioh was that they did not ade-
quately comprehend non-violent methods. In addition these two organisa-
tions had concluded "that the problem was not a rational one but a
psychological one...years and years of domination and exploitation
which made it difficult for Whites to let go of their unjust
system.“13 The psychological trauma of violence was needed to jolt

Whites out of their inertia and refusal to accommodate Blacks.

8 E Mphahlele, The African Image, p. 53.
9 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 140.
10

B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 165.

11 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, pp. 125-126.

12 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, pp. 231-232.

13 M Motlhabi, . The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 194.
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Underlyiﬁg all the sentiments expreéSed.in regérd to this crucial phase
of - Bléck protest was the feeling that Blacks Qoald no ldﬁger collabo-
rate in their own oppreséidn.la After the failure of the Defiance
Campaign ‘of 1952 and the Anti-Pass Campaign of 1960 other options had
to be considered. Violence appeared to be the only way to indict Whites
for their position in a society based on "arrogance, larceny, lying and
hatred for the African."? Naturally such a charge sheet had to in-
clude a review of the past to substantiate the indictment. While the
prospect of bringing Whites to book was an incentive for force, it
should not be forgotten that "the cult of the gun" could,also be coun-
terproductive and lead to the same excesses it sought to eradicate.
Physical conflict was useless unless based on considered
principles.16 These preconditions were not of such immediate concern
to Mandela who argued that it was evident from Scuth Africa’s military
alliances with the Portuguese and the Central African Federation that

the government only understood violence.l’

With due regard to symbolism, the first act of sabotage was committed
on December 16, 1961. "On that day we spoke to the White oppressor in a
new way", claimed the ANC.18 This act was conducted by the armed wing

of the ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe. The founding of Umkhonto and a policy of

14 "The Voice of the All African Convention Vigilance Committee"”,
Newsletter, July 1961, quoted in T Karis and GM Carter (eds), From
Protest to Challenge. Vol 3, pp. 702-703.

15 JK Ngubane, Ushaba: The Hurtle to Blood River, p. 10.

16 L Nkosi, "Literature and Liberation®, in L Nkosi (ed), Home and Ex-
ile and other Selections, p. 161.

17 N Mandela, "A Land Ruled by the Gun", in N Mandela, No Eagy Walk
to Freedom..., pp. 118-120.

18 OR Tambo, "Mobilise Our Black Power. Statement by O.R. Tambo on

the 10th Anniversary of Umkhonto we Sizwe, 16 December 1971", quot-
ed in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 13Z.
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sabotage had been decided on in June 1961,lg althoﬁgh the exiled ANC
leadership only openly recognized its relationship with the armed wing
in 1963.29 1n retrospect the ANC stated that the road to force had
already been entered onto in 1952 with the Defiance Campaign. The name
of the'Cémpaign indicated a new militancy and an increasing realization
that violence was inevitable given’the governmént’s own tendency to-

wards violence.Zl

The quandary that confronted the ANC over the issue of violent action
was not as great for the PAC. The then leader of the PAC, Robert
Sobukwe, stated that Blacks had no doubt about the céurse that the
organisation had set itself. The battle lines had been drawn between
oppressed and oppresscr.22 Sobukwe conceived of violence as a form of
civil war that obviated the need to resort to terrorism and militarism.
Later the PAC claimed that the first definitive step towards armed -
struggle was taken in 1972‘when the PAC proposed a joint ideology for |
all liberation movements. The proposal for a2 joint ideoclogy caused a

furore in Black resistance movements.Z>

In view of subsequent developments, John Nyati Pokela, who had become
president of the PAC after his release from Robben Island in February
1981, advised the Organisation of African Unity in 1982 that terrorism

aimed at individuals was the only answer to White intransigence.24 It

19 N Mandela, "The Rivonia Trial", in N Mandela, No Easy Welk to Free-
dom..., p. 168-170.

20 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 67.

21 "The Role of the Indian People in the South African Revolution. In-
terview with Dr Yusuf Dadoo®, in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 66.

22 R Sobukwe, T"Unterdrlickte gegen Unterdrlicker", in RM Sobukwe, HBrt
ie Stimme Afrikas, p. 47.

23 "Rurze Zusammenfassung der. Politik und des Programms des PAC von
Azania®", quoted in RM Sobukwe, H¥rt die Stimme Afrikas, p. 100.

2% M Pheko, Apartheid..., pp. 178-179.
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was. also suggested that hiStory had shown that even non-violent protest
had drawp‘vehement police‘action} Therefore PAC activists might as well
be attacked for _more concrete deeds.2> Modisane concurs with this
conclusion but adds one of his own: Whites could not be party to the
use of 'fdrce, it was illogical to expect to connive at their own de-

struction.2® By implication they had become targets;

A somewhat. more equivocal stance was taken by Motlhabi who concedes
that while the PAC had logically accepted violence, it had not consid-

27 Can Themba also be-

ered the moral implications of its actioms.
lieved that the issue was not as simple as a rejection or acceptance of
violence. He says that the use of force did not only imply a rejection
of either Christianity or democracy. Blacks who subscribed to African-
ism did not reject these systems per se. These doctrines had been re-
jected ©because their chief proponents, the Whites, had not personified
these value systems. Christianity. as experienced, was weak and ineffec-
tive. Democracy was applied selectively. Whites had failed to respond
to the demands made by these ethical guidelines, and had only listened
to calls for redress underlined by force.2® The significance of these
pronouncements is that they appear to be based on a reading of the past
- that indicated to the protagonists of violence that the earlier reli-

ance on non-violence had borne no fruit.

Whatever the motive for adopting violence as a strategy or principle it
is clear that the first few years of the 1960s were seen as crisis

years. In this time new directions were adopted in response to a reap-

25 JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, p. 103.

26 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, pp. 245-248.

27 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 99, p. 104 and p. 198.

28 C Themba, "Requiem for Sophiatown”, in E Patel (ed), The World of
Can Themba..., pp. 241-243.
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praisal ‘'of what had gone before. Nevertheless not much occurred in
Black political circles that excited much comment. Perhaps the reasons
for this(can be attributed to two cauéés. Firstiy there was the need to
consolidate ideoclogical directions and e§tablish covert internal organi-
sational structures. Secondly an overt and high-profile external infra-
structure had to be established. This‘had become necessary after the
ban was placed on the dominant political organisations. Governmental
action was facilitated by the fact that Black resistance had, until the
bans, been overt which allowed the state to pick off its targets with
relative ease. Thus state intervention also limited Black actions that
would have been considered worthy of note. Despite these constraints,

commentators still found some developments remarkable.

When the Union of South Africa left the British Commonwealth on May 31,
1961 to Dbecome a Republic, Blacks did not devote much comment to this
development. This was due to‘the view that the creation of the republic
was essentially of concern to‘ Whites.?® Those Blacks who still be-
lieved in the supposed British liberal values were alarmed at South Af-
rica's exit from the Commonwealth. On the one hand it was argued that
the withdrawal from the Commonwealth was an adroit move to weaken "the
British for the purpose of forcing them to identify themselves with the
Afrikaner.">0 Ngubane’s viewpoint is in keeping with the increasing
- dominance of the perception of "us and them" which made no distinction
between Whites on the basis of political or moral criteria. On the oth-
er hand Ngubane also sees a positive result in South Africa having cut
its constitutional ties with Britain. Verwoerd had believed that his
anti-communist stance was sufficient to keep South Africa within the
Commonwealth. But African opposition had been so vehement that it was
clear that given the right stimulus Africans could "confront apartheid

with the reality of disaster. This is the real power in the hands of

28 M Pheko, Apartheid..., p. 101.

30 JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, p. 54.
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Africans.“Bl

It was 'av delusion to think that an antierepublican alliance between
Black and Whité signified & sense of a common destiny. The
English-speékers who opposed the republic and enlisted Black support
were ‘"unscrupulously using the African people in an issue that had
nothing to do with their aspirations.“32 The'perception of the new

republic was that its name might be new but its nature not.

The constitutional foundations of the Republic of South Africa were "a
monument to . racialism and despotism that until 1983 made the legisla-
tive process a White monopoly."33 It was not surprising that the new
state had been conceived without consulting the majority of the people
to determine the “socio-political structure of a proper African
state.">* past developments ensured that the new state was made up of
a people bound together in such a way that no form of homogeneity could
be claimed to exist. According to Magubane the bourgeois concept of a
pluralistic society was a misleading premise, because society was de-
fined by secondary characteristics which hid its real character. In
terms of this conception society was split into empirical entities
which were differentiated from each other by cultural differences. This
conceptual framework was absurd and merely designed to create confu-

sion.35

The birth of the new state did not go entirely unopposed. The ANC
called - for a stay-at-home on May 29-31, 1961 through the All-In African

\ 31 JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, pp. 120-121.

32 M pPheko, Apartheid..., p. 101.

33 ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 18.

34 0 Tambo, "The Building of a Nation", in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 50.
35 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-

ca, p. 152-153.
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Natiocnal Action Council.>® VThe aim of the general strike was to pro-
test,'ovér the creation of a state "based completely on White domination
over é non-white majority”. TheAstrikévwas also ‘seen as a last ditch
bid to force the governmentytb heed the legitimate claims of Blacks; to
call a‘naiicnal convention; and to draw up & mutually acceptable consti-
tution. In this way "a period of increasing bitterness and hostility

and discord" could be avoided.>’

The proposed mass action was not an unmitigated success. Numerical sup-
port was lower than expected even if those involved displayed a "magni-
ficent courage". The demonstration at least had an educational func-
tion. Mistakes were made and "weaknesses and shortcomings were discov-
ered." This brought home the realization that adjustments had to be
made to methods and style of work to counter unforeseen
contingencies.38 Furthermore Mandela clajimed that despite government
propaganda the stay-at-home was a success. The government had to create
the impression of a failed campaign, or concede that the majority of

the people opposed a republic.39

Aside from purely strategic considerations, Mandela also appeared sensi-
tive to accusations that the anti-republic strike had not been unani-
mously agreed to by the National Action Council. The National Action
Council had been convened in March 1961 as a result of decisions taken

by the ad hoc Continuation Committee, formed in December 1960, to de-

36 N Mandela, "General Strike" and editor's note, in N Mandela, No Ea-

sy Walk to Freedom..., p. 94.

37 N Mandela, "Black Man in a White Court", and N Mandela, "General
Strike", in N Mandela, No Easy Walk to Freedom..., p. 146 and p.
90 respectively. :

38 N Mandela, "General Strike”, in N Mandela, No Easy Walk to Free-
dom..., p. 104,

39 N Mandela, "Black Man in & White Court", in N Mandela, No Easy
Walk to Freedom..., p. 154.°
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vise Vétrategies in response. to the banning of the ANC and PAC. %40 The
brief unity betweén the rival organisgfions foundered a2t the first meet-
ing of the National Action Council when the PAC withdrew from the delib-
erations of the Council wifﬁout‘prior consultation. The PAC’s action
came as no surprise to Mandela who saw this move as symptomatic of the
political bankruptcy of the PAC. To compound the berfidy of the PAC it
was accused of conniving with the Soﬁth African Police in breaking the
strike.41 Again according to Mandela; the PAC’s pre-emptive call for
'a strike on March 21, 1961 was an abysmal failure that amply demon-
strated that the PAC was a spent force and had become totally irrele-

vant.42

Clearly Mandela was trying to put the PAC in a bad light, but not only
on political or propagandist grounds. Mandela'’s position in the
National Action Council had been criticized at the time, and subseguent-
ly, £from various quartets. Much of the criticism and the responses to
it contribute to the enigma that surrounds Mandela. Mphahlele believed
that Mandela viewed non-violence and collaboration with other races as
a tactic. Mphahlele further claimed that Mandela saw no benefit in
cooperation with the South African Communist Party. Mandela was also
claimed to have assured Whites that they had nothing to fear from Black

enfranchisement.43

Opposed to Mphahlele, Ngubane criticizes Mandela on two points in re-
gard to the National Action Council., Firstly Mandela’s dramatic and
unexpected entrance at the Pietermaritzburg conference when he called

for a stay-away to be held on May 29-31, 1961 forewarned and thus fore-

40 Editor’'s note, in N Mandela, No Easy Walk to Freedom..., p. 89.

41 N Mandela, "General Strike", in N Mandela, No EFasy Walk to Free-
dom..., pp. 99-100.

42 N Mandela, “"General Strike", in N Mandela, No Easy Walk to Free-
dom..., p. 100. .

43 E Mphahlele, The African Image, pp. S54~535.
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armed the government. Consequently the strike was doomed to failure. Se-
condly, as reprehensible as the precipitate‘call for a strike was, Man-
dela’s aétions had a more damaging‘ppliticél effect onjthe‘ANC. By mak-
ing the entrance End demands as Mandela did, Luthuli’s status within
the ANC was effectively undermined. By contributing to‘Luthuli’s de~
cline Mandela not only enhanced his own position, but alse played into
the hands of the comm.um.sts.M In addition Ngubane maintained that
Mandela had become an unequivocal advocate of violence by 1960, which
marked ‘"one of the critical turning points in the history of South

Africa."45

To rebut this type of accusation, Mandela said that Luthuli had sent a
popularly acclaimed address to the Pietermaritzburg conference and
therefore had implicitly sanctioned the proceedings. In reply to sugges-
tions that he had hijacked the National Action Council by his actions,
Mandela contended that this was the result of the need for other lead-
ers to keep a low profile.46 In a further attempt to rationalize the
relative failure of the stay-at-home, Mandela condemned the press. The
press had initially, and correctly, reported that the strike would be a
resounding success. But a week before the action the press, under pres-
sure from the government, produced a different evaluation giving promi-

nence to opponents of the demonstration.*’

It is clear that as much as opposition to government policies was in-
creasing so was division in the ranks of Black opposition. Each faction
would try to justify its position by giving a particular interpretation

to the present. Depending on what interpretation was given to South

44 JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, pp. 172-173.

45 JK Ngubane, An African Explains Apartheid, p. 138,

46 N Mandela, ‘"General Strike®, in N Mandela, No Eazsy Walk to Free-
dom..., pp. 104-105.

47 N Mandela, "General Strike", in N Mandels, No Easy Walk to Free-
dom..., pp. 94-96.
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African autonomy this realignment affected either strategy or princi-
ple. Ancther important need was for reorganization and consolidation.
And it is in this area that the three omissions that were mentioned in
" the dintroduction to this chapter were of great importance. The three
omissions mentioned in the introduction were those of labour, the home-
lands and education. What makes these three facets important is that in
many respects they represented a major‘shift in Black politics and thus

also on how the past was perceived.

Past atteﬁpts to achieve mass mobilisation had had little success. Prob-
ably this failure can be attributed to a legacy of the past. Political
leadership of the past appeared to have been more concerned with its
own particular interests than with the more fundamental issues that af-
fected the common man. The era that had been ushered in by Sharpeville
saw a shift to the demands of the rank-and-file. It is however diffi-
cult to determine whether this shift was initiated by the leadership or
the masses. Some of the earlier generation of leaders survived the tran-
sition and emerged as even more prominent in the political hierarchy.
Some of the latter were able to exploit conditions advantageously. Oth-
ers had the ability to articulate the demands of their constituencies,
because they understood the plight of those they came to represent.
Still others were able to provide the philosophical foundations and
terminology that allowed the masses to express their own demands, which
in turn would encourage action in support of them. This last develop-
ment mnot only had implications for the nature of Black resistance to
White rule, but also for Black attitudes towards "accepted" interpreta-
tions of the past. It is in this‘respect that the philosophies of the

Black Consciousness and Charterist movements became important.

It 1is perhaps as well to start with the homelands because of the close
perceptual link established between the reserves, bantustans, home-
lands, self-governing and independent states on the one hand and labour.
procurement and exploitation and political manipulation on the other.
To an extent these two areas of cdncern were viewed as an entity.

Similarly education and more specifically "Bantu education" came to be
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seen as an integral part of the "success" of the other two components

of this trilogy of perceptions.

There has been a tendency iﬁ contempbrary writing to impute parentage
of the hoﬁelands to the present governing party . But the concept is
seen by a number of commentators to have originated in the last cen-
tury, and then more particularly duting the Shepstonian era in Natal
from the 1850s onwards. Motlhabi credits the origins of this policy to
Shepstone, although he does qualify this statement: Shepstone "merely
gave explicit utterance to what was already being carried out in
practice wherever a ‘native problem’ was already perceived‘to exist in
the country.“48 The ANC, in a document prepared for submission to the
penal reform commission of 1946, cited Shepstone’s location policy as
one of the major sources of crime amongst Blacks. The gist of the
document was that the antisocial behaviour of Blacks was the result of
the decline of Black autonomy and social structures, which in turn was
“the result of the location system implemented in Natal. The signifi-
cance of Shepstone’s policy lay therein that the "process of dismember-
ment of African hegemony was sealed for all time when ... Shepstone
came down upon it with a heavy hammer and annihilated its foundationms
to smithereens.'“? Through moral pressures and the legislated encul-
turation Shepstone sought *basically to bolster up white
supremacy.“s0 Essentially Mbeki and Tsotsi agree with this submission
when both claim that Shepstone manipulated traditional social and power
relationships to create "a crouching, humiliated people."51 What

makes these comments interesting 4is that they are a clear indication

48 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 6.

49 AWG Champion, et al, Evidence Given Before Penal and Prison Reform
Commission, 6 July 1946, p. 2.

S0 AWG Champion, et &l, Evidence Given Before Penzl and Prison Reform
Commission, 6 July 1946, np.

51 G Mbeki, South Africa The Peasants’ Revolt, p. 32 and WM Tsotsi,
From Chattel to Wage Slaverv..., p. 123.
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theét the origin of contemporary problems is sought in developments of

nearly a century earlier.

In & retrospective fictional recreation of reaction to Shepstone's poli-
cy, Dhiomo has a member of Shepstone’s staff criticize his policy for
implementing a system, that if followed to its logiéal conclusion of al-
lowing Blacks to advance on the ladder of civilization, would create a

fear of "swamping” amongst Whites. The policy bore the seeds of its own

- destruction. White fears would result in more repressive measures.

Whites were able to limit Black progress "under the guise and pretext
of being benevolent guardians of the Natives."52 Thus Dhiomo was indi-
rectly criticizing Shepstone’s paternalism and suggesting that Shep-
stone must have been aware of, but chose to ignore, the implications of
his policy. Superficially Dhlomo was criticizing Shepstone but oblique-

ly he was targeting present policies as well.

In his comments on the origins of the reserves and their successors,
Magubane brings two aspects to the fore that were of critical impor-
tance to the arguments that he had and was to develop. At the same time
they were an indication of the changes in ideology that had taken
place. He states:
By negating their history through conguest, the white settlers were
able to usurp the operation of the Africans’ pre-colonial social
formations. The reserves were deliberately designed so that the
people who reside in them have no choice but to seek
work,>>
By expressing these sentiments here and elsewhere, Magubane resonates
strongly with Plaatje when the latter criticizes the land allocations
proposed by the Beaumont commission. Plaatje refers to the reserves as

"human incubators” for the procreation of labour and hospices for spent

52 KIE Dhlomo, "Cetshwayo", in N Visser and T Couzens (eds), H.I.E.
Dhlomo. Collected Works, p. 144-145. ‘

53 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-

ca, p. 87. (My emphasis)
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labour. Furthermore they are a refinement of the "slave-pens" of the
American south. ‘The American slave owner at least had to accept some
responsibility for the moral and‘physicalrwell-being of his chattels.
In South Africa the farmer only had to come to the gate of the breeding
ground and whistle for labour. Meanwhile the selfsame labour would have

to maintain itself at its own cost.54

One wonders how much of an intellectual debt Tsotsi owes to Plaatje
~when the former uses virtually identical sentiments and at times termi-
nology to that of Plaatje to describe the homelands?° Against this
perceptual background it is not surprising that the ANC described re-
serves as "glorified concentration camps”,s6 a particularly striking
image in the wake of World War II and the concentration camp issue in
the context of the South African War of 1899-1902. Magubane suggested
that the reserves and their nominal successors should be "conceptual-
ized as internal colonialism."s7 In the case of the latter Magubane’s
perception of the origin, mnature and function of coloni&lism must be

borne in mind.

There is a consistency in Magubane's viewpoint when he describes the
aims of the Glen Grey Act of 1894. He saw the introduction of individu-
al land tenure and the creation of local councils, in terms of the Act,
not as a progression but a regression. Social relationships based on
access to land were dislocated. And the chiefs were made agents of the

58

colonial power. Similar viewpoints are manifested by Ngubo who also

4 8T Plaatje, "Report of the Lands Commission: An Analysis", in ST
Plaatje, Native Life in South Africa..., p. 413-417.

>3 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 51.

o6 A Nzo, "For the Release of All Political Prisoners in South Afri-

cal", guoted in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 87.

57 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 87.

58

BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 78. '
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enlarges on the guestion of the erosion of social relationships. He
peréeives ~the impact of the Glen Grey Act as a move towards "the
individualization of labour and the break ﬁp of the family as an econom-
ic unit.” This transition ‘resultéd from the limited accessibility of
land which  in turn led to the "emergence of a landless class whose
economic subsistence depénded" on their entering the agricultural and
industrial labour markets.>® Ngubo's study is limited to the period

1882-1910 but he is viewing it from the perspective of the 1970s.

Clearly mneither of the two preceding authors view this development as
an example of well-intentioned British paternalism as Molema did fifty
years previously.60 Molema did note that the obligatory three-month
labour clause in the Glen Grey Act was greatly resented although he was
uncertain "fhlow far the reason is sentimental and how far
practical".61 Presumably his reference to ‘"sentimental" alludes to
the passing of an era, and "practical" to the inconvenience and disrup-
tion of the three-month absence from home and the "individualization of
labour®” which Ngubo highlighted. In the same context Molema commented
that the scale of resentment came nowhere near to that experienced in
Natal. It must, however, be remembered that Molema could not have
envisaged the developments of the next half century. But his
contrasting viewpoint  does serve to i1llustrate the point that
perceptions of the past are influenced by the period in which the
- particular writer or commentator writes. Even here one should bear in
mind Plaatje’s comments on ”slave-pens" which in many respects

foreshadow the views of today’s writers.

The next steps in the evolution of "internal colonialism®, the home-

39 A Ngubo, "The Development of African Political Protest in South Af-
rica, 1882-1910: An Analytical Approach", p. 45.

60 SM Molema, The Bantu Past and Present, p. 240.

SM Molema, The Bantu Past and Present, p. 257.
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lands, were the Natives’ Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 and various influx-
control measures. As these have already been discussed in preceding
chapters it is not intended to review them again.'Insfead‘the percep-
tions of the homelands in their wvarious guises since 1960 will be

looked at.

At various times in this dissertation reference has been made to a
rationale .being sought in the past for a critique of the present. This

is nowhere more apparent than in the perceptions that are formed with

regard to the homelands. Four major threads are woven into these no-

tions. These are that the homelands are devices for the economic, soci-
al and political control of Blacks in order to satisfy the demands of
various pressure groups in White soclety. Lastly a persistent theme
that runs through the first three is how this control was possible. It
is clear that if the conditions were as abhorrent as they were made out
to be, then it could be assumed that there would be a vehement rejec-
tion of the system that no measure of physical coercion would be able
to contain. The problem that then arises is why this resistance to
"grand apartheid" and its predecessors failed. Frequently the answer to
this conundrum was that Blacks contributed to their own situation, and
consequently only they could extricate themselves. But before one can
proceed to discuss this issue, one has to lock at how the homelands

were perceived.

The homelands have been ascribed to "the result of European conquest
and land robbery.“62~ The homelands are dismissed as a fraud by the
ANC. This conclusion is based'on the contention that to take shelter
from the winds-of-change that were coursing through Africa from the
late 1950s, South Africa had to create a semblance of independence for

the indigenous people.63 At the same time it was held that Black

62 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 75.

63 A Luthuli, "Chief Luthuli: On False Leaders and ‘Separate Develop-
ment’'", quoted in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 162,
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pressure also forced the government to follow this policy.64 Mandela
gives anqther perspective to Tsotsifs statement by saying that the
pressure for home;and government was the result of déspefatidn. Blacks
had met such intransigence to the demands of theifﬂearlier agenda that
they pleaded for "any 1little corner where [they] may be free to run
[their] own affairs."” Such an opportunistic option was rejected by the
anc.53 Tsotsi believed that the‘ homelands were an attempt to thwart
the process of proletarianization by denying Blacks permanent urbaniza-
tion. On the one hand (by implication) revolution was being thwarted.
On the other hand a ceaseless supply of labour was ensured that would
not endanger its already precarious position through strikes and other

industrial action.66

Broadly speaking the theory of the bantustans postulates that Blacks
should satisfy their socio-political and economic aspirations within
defined geographical areas. But criticism of the realization of this
theory indicates that, as fat as these critics were concerned, the
ideal had not and would not be attained. Whether this failure was due
to maladministration, malfeasance or deliberate policy is a point of
considerable debate. In many respects the perceptions that applied to
the promulgation of the Natives' Land Act of 1913 apply in this con-
text. Particularly in respect of those who favoured a form of segrega-
tion but expreséed misgivings about the inequitable distribution of

land.

Luthuli linked the shortage of land and labour as follows. He claimed
that while people in the bantustans were being forced off the land by
the Land Husbandry Act others were being forced out of the cities by

influx-control measures. Economic and administrative pressures were

64 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 76.

65 N Mandela, “"Verwoerd’'s Tribalism", in N Mandela, No Easy Walk to
Freedom..., p. 77. .

66 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 68.
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creating "the wvast circular tour of the people with empty bellies.“s?
Similar.nsentiments had been expressed by DDT Jabavu fifty years earli-
er. He argued that the migrant was'part of a "vicious circle® of debt

creation, debt payment and debt creation.%8

Subsequently these interpretations of Luthuli‘andiJabavu were developed
by Luli Callinicos under the headiﬁg of "The circle of poverty in the
reserves” which discusses the evolution of migrant labour in the period
1886-1924 .59 Poverty in the homelands, caused by overpopulation, was
used to create a ready supply of labour that was also used to counter
industrial waction for higher wages in the urban areas.’The threat of
the availability of abundant alternate labour was used to dampen any

claims for increased wages.70

The ‘"circular tour" was not a recent phenomenon, according to the ANC,
but had already been evident in the 1920s when the reserves were "rural
slums, where agrarian degradation” had become so acute that they were
beyond redemption.7l Although the terminology may differ it can be
concluded that, from an economic point of view, the reserves, locations
and their derivatives were interpreted as being a means to meet the lab-
our requirements of mining, agriculture and industry. Whether this lab-
our was created as a result of legal demands or to escape increasing im-
poverishment is not that relevant. The salient point is that the bantu-
stans were viewed as labour reservoirs that could be tapped at the whim

of employers. And because labour was readily available, employers could

67 A Luthuli, Let My People Go..., p. 180.

68 DDT Jabavu, "Natives and Agriculture", (Address to the Rand Native
Welfare  Association, University College, Johannesburg, 17th
December, 1919), in DDT Jabavu, The Black Problem..., p. 98.

69 L Callinicos, A People's History of South Africa. Volume 1, Gold

and Workers, 1886-1924, p. 30.

70 A Luthuli, Let My Pecple Go..., p. 181.

71 ANC, Sechaba, October 1980, p. 26.
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pay wﬁges which ensured that the ﬁcircula;'togr" remained in perpetual

motion.

It was stated that the women in the homelands, who had been deprived of
their men’s labour, found scant relief in the return of these workers
to the reserves. The workers returning home were a spent force because
"the world of grinding machines has no use for men whose lungs are
riddled with T.B. and Miner’s Phthisis."’? Even if the "widows of the
reserves" were able to eke out an existence on the land they would not
know whether they had security of tenure or not. They only had usefruct
of the land and could be put off it at the discretion of the chief. The
men of the family based economic unit experienced an equal insecurity
at their workplaces as ‘"only their labour [was] wanted - themselves

not“.73

Had Blacks become so directionless that they had become submissive,
albeit unwilliné, participants in a White ordained system? The answer
to this question is in part yes, but equally relevant was the perceived
function assigned to leadership in the homelands, the success of govern-
ment propaganda and a sense of resignation amongst Blacks. By 1976 the
government had been so successful in "myth-making" and had
done a lot of engineering of human values, views and ideas - and
found many people who wittingly or unwittingly (mainly wittingly, I
believe) have found refuge in the ‘comforts of unreason’ which the
government created for them. As & result many of us nowadays talk
in the government’s own terms without even being aware of doing
so.’%

When children are subjected to the "engineering of human values" and

72 P Ntantala, "The Widows of the Reserves®, in Africa South, Vol 2,

#3, April-June 1958, p. 9.

73 P Ntantala, "African'Tragedy“, in Africa South, Vol 1, #3, April-
June 1957, pp. 66-67. S

74 N Mkele, "Trojan Horses of Apartheid”, in M Mutloatse (comp and
ed), Reconstruction..., pp. 271-272.
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are inculcated with the benefits of the homelands and the claims that
they ‘have been created in compiiance with the ethics of Calvinism they

would do well to remember how their‘grandmothers were toiling on their
75 | S

lands in the sun.

An important component of the "many" that have succumbed to "engineer=-
ing in human values" that Mkele refers to are the chiefs. It is in the
evaluation of their role that previously discerned perceptions of the
corruption of traditional society through the impact of colonization,
Christianity, capitalism and western civilization are brought into
play. Magubane avers that while the form of chieftainship had been
retained and ruling dynasties maintained, the content of the system had
changed as the "traditional ruling chief gave way to the administrative
chiefdom."’® Chiefs were either seen as having been subtly co-opted
into collaboration or motivated by personal greed. Alternately they,
erroneously, believed that they could fight the system from within,

Mphahlele sees the title ©“"chief" as ‘"pejorative ... appropriate to
their supervisofy role: mere shadows of a great past, mere policemen of
the government."?7 Chiefs had been finessed into the position where
they had to manipulate their subjects in order to retain their own
privilege:..“78 They had become "the paid manipulators of the channeling
taps" that regulated the flow of migrant labour. The chief had thus had
a dual personality thrust upon him that simultaneously made him "the
most obsequious servant of his white master and the most extortionate

ruler of his black subjects ... eminently suited to the role of trai-

75 M D Tuwani, "Learn to Read and Write Only", in 8 Ndaba (ed), One
Day ip June,.., p. 74.

76 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
Eé.g pc 101.
7 E Mphahlele, Afriks My Music..., p. 28.

’8 G Mbeki, South Africa The Peasants’ Revolt, p. 75.
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tor."’? From this perspective the claimed function of the homelands
as an outlet for Black political aspirations does not appear viable.
Those leaders who had adopted theA"homelahd option® as a means to ob-
tain redress were believed to have succumbed to a delusion. Even a
leader who worked from within said at one stage "not even those who
state complete belief in separate development‘are‘good enough to make
concrete suggestions that are taken seriously."80 The past and

present indicated that a negotiated resolution of the dispensation was

impossible.

Motlhabi considers those who had chosen to operate from within apart-
heid structures as having denied themselves an "alternate strategy
towards change", as "[c]hange has to be negotiated - not imposed by the
guilty party.“81 Dube believed it a contradiction in terms to
negotiate £for the end of oppression from a platform of oppression, as
he conceived of the homeland political structures.®? Homeland
elections were merely a sop‘ as their results were manipulated by
"gerry-mandering and terror®. Potentially inimical voices within the
homeland parliaments were neutralized by loading the assemblies with
nominees of the central government.83 In the final analysis homeland
leaders were “"government-approved and enjoy =& certain measure of
freedom of expression, thus making of protest and criticism fringe
benefits which bantustan leaders enjoy for making apartheid seem

w84

respectable. Ultimately Mkele says that most discussion on

79

WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 76 and p. 127.

80 GM Buthelezi, White and Black Nationalism, Ethnicity and the Fu-
ture of the Homelands..., p. 7

81 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 239.

82 D Dube, The Rise of Azania..., p. 49.

83 National Executive Committee, "Forward to Armed Seizure of Power",

quoted in ANC, ANC Speaks..., p. 137.

84 N Mkele, *Trojan Horses of Apartheid”, in, M Mutloatse (comp and
ed), Reconstruction..., p. 279.
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worker-related questions were seen as part of the broader spectrum of
society. This development should be. seen within the framework of
attempts to create a mass solidarity that transcended group interests

amongst the oppressed.

Ncube blames the decline of the Industrial and Commercial Workers Union
of Africa in the 1920s on 4its inability to distinguish "legitimate
trade union activities and general political rhetoric".8? This
comment applied to the situation in the 1920s but the post-1960 period
required a different interpretation. This need resulted from shifts in
ideology as the 1linkage between economy and society became more
pronounced and race became a secondary, albeit important, issue. The
realization set in that changes in society had to be brought about by

changing the relationships of production.

It was also realized that the best lever to obtain social change was
through economic leverage in the struggle for this change. Thus the
modern critic was to show that Black workers and non-workers were part
of the same system, and that there was a community of interest between
these two components of the same class, the oppressed. Distinctions
within this class had to be blurred and finally erased. Motives for the
withholding of labour for the benefit of all the oppressed had to be

. provided.

In the light of the above modern writers tended to see the evolution of
modern society in global terms. Global in the sense that it was futile
to make distinctions betweenthe impact of colonization and all that
issued from it. The only perceived benefit of colonization and its
successors was that it helped to create a united front against
domination and exploitation by Whites. This was necessary despite a

discernible “"class amalgamation" between poor Whites and Blacks from

87 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-

lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 53.
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different societies in the first decade of the twentieth century.88

The class amalgamation had anyway been lost by the 1920s.

It haé previously been sﬁated that class c0nside:ations began to super-
cede those of race. So it couid be assumed that the ch&racter of labour
Prganisation took on afﬁon-racial character and became a demonstration
of class solidarity. But when one looks at the membership and leader-
ship of the contemporary trades union then it appears that they still
have a strongly racial inclination. From the comments on the develop-
ment of Black-oriented trades union this development is not in conflict
with their professed aims. Historical precedent had forced them into

this direction.89

Until 1948 trades union that accepted Blacks excluded them from leader-
ship for a variety of reasons.”? Alternately White trades union devel-
oped links with Black counterparts and so formed parallel unions.??t
The implication of this was;that the Black unionists and their member-
ship were considered, for whatever reason, incapable of either leader-
ship of a mixed union or independent stewardship of their own unions.
Therefore links between White and Black at the union level were not
evidence of <c¢lass solidarity. But even if these links were not ideal
they were still considered a danger to the Afrikaner by the National
Party. After 1948 the National Party made it policy to segregate unions
in order “"to save Afrikaner workers from foreign influences which were

labelled as ‘communistic’, ‘unnational’, ‘un-Christian’, and

88 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 121. ‘

89 BM Magubane, "Sports and Politics in an Urban African Community. A
Case Study in African Voluntary Organisations™, p. 132.

90 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, pp. 56-57.

91 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 85.
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‘un-Af:ikaans'.“g2
Mere organisaticnal segregation was not eﬁéugh, accofdiﬁg to Modisane.
Union power also )had to be broken through legal measures such as the
Natives Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act No. 48 of 1953. The prohibi-
tion on African strike action was seen to be a measure to ensure cheap
labour.?? Ncube, however, does nét ehtirely agr;e with this interpre-
tation of the restrictions imposed on Black unions. The limitations
assuaged the fears expressed by Mr Ben Schoeman who reckoned that legit-
imate unionization amongst Blacks would ultimately result in a mass
political movement. At the same time the strictures did allow for a
degree of collective bargaining on a wage determination, and thus
pre-empted a motive for unionization.gé Labour legislation affecting
Blacks was formulated in terms of the Botha Commission report of
1951.°° This Commission was likened to Dr Ley's - coordination of

trades union in Germany in the Hitler era.?®

Against this background - and that of the formation of the ideological
directions of the ANC and PAC it was to be expected that two formula-
tions of a union policy amongst Blacks would develop. On the one hand
there was that which ascribed to a multiracial class alliance that was
led by workers. This tendency was represented by the Federation of
South African Trade Unions (FOSATU). On the other hand there was that

faction, known as the Congress of South African Unions (CUSA), that

22 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 81.
93

B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 307, and WM Tsotsi, From Chat-
tel to Wage Slavery..., p. 93.

94 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, pp. 83-84.

95 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-

lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, .p. 72.

26 N Mokgatle, The Autobiography of an Unknown South African, p. 277.
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believed that White workers were reactionary and incapable of mobilisa-
tion for’Ameaningfﬁl change in Sou:h Africa. Thus worker leadership

would effectively mean Black worker leadership.97

Ironically the foundation of FOSATU and CUSA was enabled by government~
al action, namely the Wiehahn Commission appointe& in 1977 and which
reported in 1979.98 The irony lies therein that the Wiehahn Commis-
sion was seen, together with the EBuropean Economic Community Code of
Conduct and the Sullivan Code, as the means to "provide a climate of
capitalist investment, enforced through the callous and brutal repres-
sion of the democratic wunions throughout the world."%% Ncube links
the Wiehahn Report and the resultant enabling legislation £for
non-racial unions as proof of reform.100 Opposed to this the ANC took
the viewpoint that these reforms were merely a form of window-dressing

to appease international condemnation of South African policies.lo1

It appears that there were very real fears that an important ccmponent
of Black solidarity would be 1lost if Black workers were allowed to
believe that they had an effective means to have their demands, needs
and aspirations met. Therefore it was dimportant to let the worker
recognize that his struggle was not complete until that of his brethren
was finished. Therefore many perceptions of the past were formulated to
ensure that the Black worker recognized that he was part of the same
system that oppressed the non-worker. The worker had to place

superficially political issues on the agenda as well, in solidarity

97 M Seloane, "Workers Will Always Regroup", in M Mutloatse (ed),
Umhlaba Wethu..., p. 133.

98 M Seloane, "Workers Will Always Regroup", in M Mutloatse (ed),

Umhlaba Wethu..., p. 133.

99 ANC, Sechaba, November 1980, p. 8.

100 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 117.

101 ANC, Sechaba, November 1980, pp. 7-8.
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with other Blacks. Black workers had to realize that apartheid on
whatever . terrain was seeking "to frustrate the inevitable consequences
of the contest between labour ‘and a'a.p;i.tf:’d.."]‘02 Rewarding signs of
solidarity were believed to have manifested themselves during the
strikes in Durban in 1973, which brought into focus again the important
role of the African working class.vlo3 FOSATU felt that the 1973
strikes meant the rebirth of non-racial unionism that over the next ten
years "built a base to advance the struggle for justice and equality
for all".104 Motlhabi says that the 1973 strikes were spontaneous.
And as one of their results the Black Consciousness Movement felt it
had to became involved with worker issues.l0> Manganyi considers the
strikes as important because they were an "indication of the burgeoning
tension-creating potential of blacks."10® Ncube however reckens that
solidarity was not immediate as the lack of ‘"viable political
institutions" resulted in "the birth and mitiplicity of independent
and legitimate unions. "107 To an extent this problem was overcamne
with the founding of FOSATU in April 1979 under the aegis of the Trade
Union Advisory Co-ordinating Council, the Industrial Aid Society and
the Black Consultative Committee. But this was not a sign of
politicization as FOSATU initially refused to align with either of the
two major political organisations that were to emerge in the 1980s, the

102 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 238.

103 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Af-
rica, p. 156.

104 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Cagitalism,onvthe‘Deve—

lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 121.

105 Motlhabi, The Theory and Practise of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-FEthical Analysis, p. 125.

NC Manganyi, Being-Black-in-the World, p. 67.

107 DMJ Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 143.
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United Democratic Front (UDF) and the Naticnal Forum(NF).108

The dangers of political affiliations became apparent with the forma-
tion of the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU). Tentative
unity talks were held in 1981, but the unions that aligned with the
Black Consciousness ideology were excluded. The formation of the NF and
the UDF in June and August 1983 respectively, heightened tensions be-
tween wumions. Ultimately the tensions reached the point where the
~Black- Consciousness-supporting unions walked ocut to form the Azanian
Congress of Trade Unions, and left those who would ultimately form
COSATU to do so in November 1985. Subsequently AZACTU and CUSA formed
the National Congress of Trade Unions (NACTU).109 Thus a truly united
front to oppression still remained an ideal.

The error of past divisions and the historical logic for unity had been
shown but this was clearly not enough to mobilize the masses. What was
still needed was the psychological conviction and determination to
bring about the changes that were deemed necessary for a just society.
It was felt by most modern writers that there was a distinct correla-
tion between the lack of inner motivation and education based on West-
ern norms. In this regard one must remember the comments that were made
with reference to mission-based education and the teachings of Christi-
anity in chapter 3. At the same time it must be remembered that irre-
spective of the criticism that was levelled at colonization and its at-
tendant problems there was the underlying recognition that the arrival
of Wwhites had initiated an irreversible process of change. Africa and
South Africa had been drawn into an international complex of relation-
ships from which they could not withdraw.

Molema and his generation had generally been very disdainful of tradi-

.
108 pug Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 111 and p. 129.

109y Seloane, "Workers Will Always Regroup®, in M Mutloatse (ed), Um-
hlaba Wethu..., pp. 134-135.
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tional pre-literate society for being stagnant and incapable of evolu-
tion. ihé modem writers disagree with the concept of a static society.
Instead they argued that the development of traditional society had
been disrupted by colonial penetration. Therefore new cortent had to be
given to education to facilitate adaptation to new conditions. But this
education had to have a content that was campatible with the changed
conditions, and did not serve to reinforce and legitimate the status
quo.

The perceptions of Magubane, Mbeki and Jabavu previously referred to
are significant in this context. "By negating their history through
conquest"” Blacks had been reduced to a "crouching, humiliated people"
who 1lived a life of “tranquility-in-sterility". The perceptions of
these three are an indication of a view that transcends the interpreta-
tion that coleonization and its aftermath was just physical deprivation.
From this view colonization 'was, also seen as psychological manipulation
as Manganyi previously suggested. Past actions were thus also seen as
having broken the will to resist. A more explicit expression of this
sentiment is given by Luthuli who said, "The length of the temm of
slavery depends largely on the oppressed themselves and not on the

oppressor. »110

. Bantu education, introduced in 1955, as it was officially designated
was seen as the medium through which Whites hoped to prolong the "term
of slavery" indefinitely by creating minds that were voided of any
thought of resistance. In addition this education should serve to incul-
cate the subordinate status in and docility of Blacks. Several other ob-
jectives were adduced to Bantu education as will became clear in the
discussion that follows.

It should not, however, be assumed that the philosophy underlying Bantu

110 4 Luthuli, quotation from presidential address to the 45th annual

congress of the ANC, Johannesburg, December 1957, in African Na-
tional Congress Handbook, np.
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education was an invention of the National Party. Luthuli contends that
the fmdanmtal tenets belonged to a much earlier era, that of C T
Loram. Dr Loram was Natal’s first Chief Inspector of Native Bducation,
"a vigorous product of the craze for ‘practical’ education...His driv-
ing intention seems to have been, in all good faith, to equip African
children for the lives white South Africa decreed that they would have
to live."!1 a more explicit interpretation was given by Ntantala who
described the new educational format as "education for slavery", which
she said was how the system was generally perceived amongst
Blacks.112 |

Modisane, in a literary allusion pregnant with meaning, perceived of
the Bantu education as "education for Caliban". Despite parental objec-
tions based on this perception government continued unmoved. 113 Mande-
la had no doubt about Verwoerd’s intentions when he introduced the -
Bantu HEducation Bill: they were overtly political. Verwoerd was said to
have meant that it was inconsistent with state policy that Blacks
should acquire an education that gave them aspirations above their offi-
cially-ordained station in life. It was equally subversive of official
policy that Blacks should be part of an educational system premised on
a belief in racial equality as the mission schools were. Should parents
seek to provide their children with an education outside of the system,
either in the home or at a private school, this was made illegal.
Mdisane reckoned that if the parents wanted to introduce hame-based
education the law placed such restrictions on private tuition that it
would be illegal. Possession of a chalkboard, chalk, pencil and paper
as teaching aids would be interpreted as the conduct of a private
school and thus grounds for prosecution.114

111 A Luthuli, Let My People Go..., p. 33.

112 P Ntantala, "The Abyss of Bantu Education®, in Africa South, Vol
4, #2, January-March 1960, p. 42.

113 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 309.

114 B Modisane, Blame Me On History, p. 309.
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Parental mput in the fommlatmn of polmcy and govemlng of schools
existed in theory. But Luthull maintained that parental part:.c:lpatz_on
on the schocl boards was purely nominal. The criterion for election was
not expertise in or relevance to education and the school but approval
by the security police and the ability to intimidate teachers into

campliance with the new system. 115

- What were Blacks to do about this system that Mphahlele claimed had
been ‘"reduced to a level that naturally corresponds to the low mentali-
ty of its Boer architects"?!1® Initially it appeared that a boycott
was the only effective means of protest against the educational dispen-
sation imposed by the Nationalist government. Calls were made to boy-
cott those "agencies designed to poison the minds of children." But
this was perceived as counterproductive and only of benefit to the
goverrment. A boycott would serve to swell the ranks of unskilled la-
bour and thus add to the success of the perceived aims of apartheid.
The boycott call was not answered for this reason and also because
parents did not know what would became of their children while they
were at work.1l? In addition Mphahlele beljeved that the issues at
stake were far too complex and philosophical for most parents to campre-
hend, let alone protest against by taking their children out of the
schools.118 Tsotsi refers to the attempt by the Glen Grey district
Parents’ Association to organize a meeting to discuss the proposed
educational system as another example of obstacles placed in the way of
parents wishing to air their wviews on the Bantu Education Bill. He
claims that permission for a meeting had to be obtained from the local

115 4 Luthuli, Let My People Go..., p. 44.

116 E Mphahlele, The African Image, p. 1987.

117 ZK Matthews, Freedom For My People..., p. 179-180.

118 E Mphahlele in an interview with NC Manganyi, published under the
title "Looking In: In Search of Ezekiel Mphahlele®, in KC
Manganyi, Looking Through the Kevyhole..., p. 20.
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magistrate. Permits were granted in terms of the Suppression of Camm-
nism Act, which required that an agénda be submitted with the applica-
tion. The magistrate deemed the inclusion of dis.cuésim on the educa-
tion bill as political and ordered that it be deleted as this was in
contravention of the act,ll?

Thus the parents were caught in the horns of a dilemma which only of-
fered one solution - acquiescence. However there were those pupils who
 boycotted classes, teachers who resigned and night schools that devel-
oped in protest against the new schooling syste:n.lzo And there were
also sare, 1like the Nazarites, who in fact welcamed the innovation of
an ethnic-coriented education. The Nazarites had had strong reservations
about the mission-sponsored education which had been used to "sabotage
traditional cultures and traditional loyalties". But not even the
- ethno-centricity of Bantu education was viewed as entirely secure be-
cause Shenbeite children were treated as religious deviants by their
religious instruction teachers.121

with their children thus locked into the system the perceived secondary
aspects of Bantu education could be brought into play. Bantu education
was said to have been introduced to counter a broad African nationalism
by creating ethnic nationalism. The new educational process was

meant to realign the process of training the African child and
focus his thinking on the things that really endure - the totems
that give meaning to tribal life.122

Thus Bantu education was geared to enforce apartheid, and
was being peddled by white politicians as just the kind of system

119 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slaverv..., p. 98.

120 DMY Ncube, The Influence of Apartheid and Capitalism on the Deve-
lopment of Black Trade Unions in South Africa, p. 94.

121 4 vilakazi, Shembe..., p. 116 and pp. 118-120.

122 JK Ngubane, An African Exglainé Apartheid, p. 59.
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. that would help to J:eStore our tribal cultures. They knew that
nat.l.onaln_sm had cut across our ethnic boundaries. This had to be
destroyed and with it the unity it had forged among the African
peoples. 123 :

It appeared that Mphahlele realized that the missionary education was

severely limited, and did corrupt traditional values. But at least it

taught critical thinking that could be applied creatively once the
pupil had left the confines of the mission establishment.l24 |

Despite the attempts to mobilize resistance and the anger that was felt
over policy developments like Bantu education and stricter implementa-
tion of apartheid, it appeared that Black activism in the 1960s had
gone into decline. There was little to indicate any new directions. But
by the 1970s this situation was to change.

The relative calm of the 1960s can probably be ascribed to a variety of
reasons. The logic and energy that had taken events to March 21, 1960
were spent. State repression had effectively disjointed Black politic-
al, social, cultural and labour organisations and discouraged protest
activities. The tightening of the apartheid screws encouraged fragmenta-
tion, particularly as there were some prominent leaders who chose to
operate within the system. Finally it appeared that the maligned Bantu
education was having the effect that its critics claimed it intended to
have. Blacks seemed to have became a "crouching, humiliated people" who
had lost the will to take an active part in deciding their destiny. It
is ironic therefore that what had been seen as the final humiliatiom,
Bantu education, should also be the seedbed of a Black renaissance.

It was at the level of tertiary education that the products of primary
and secondary level Bantu education began to turn apartheid on its head
and use the system against itself. It was the first generation after

123 E Mphahlele, Afrika My Music..., pp. 178-179.

124 E Mphahlele, Afrika My Music..., pp. 178-179.
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the introduction of Bantu education that turned the logic of apartheid
against - itself. The movement that generated this change was that known
as Black Consciousness. Black Consc;.ousness was born of the "generation
of oppressed youth which had been nurtured on apartheld from the mo-
ment their eyes opened on the world." 125

Dissatisfaction amongst Black students over representation in national
student bodies, and the National Union of South African Students
. (NUSAS) in particular, had been evident since 1961 and 1962. The argu-
ment was that although NUSAS was a national multiracial student body
its power bases lay on the "White" campuses of the universities of Cape
Town, Natal, Grahamstown and the Witwatersrand. Conseguently Blacks at
the ethnic-based university colleges were virtually excluded from the
leadership of NUSAS. It was felt that White students could not presume
to speak for Blacks because they had not experienced being Black.

The first positive steps taken to remedy this perceived incongruity
were taken with & the formation of the University Christian Movement in
1967, which acted as a forum for Black studenﬁs to meet. In a series of
meetings between July 1968 and July 1969 the South African Students
Organisation (SASO) was officially launched at the University of the
North.126 wMotlhabi put the case for the birth of SASO very succinctljr
when he said that it had its or:.g:.ns in the "dichotomy between princi-
ple and practise which was so apparent among many members of NUSAS. w127

Part of the motivation for launching SASO smacked of the PAC’s rejec-
tion of the participation of non-Africans in the Congress of the

125 5 Sikakane, A Window on Sowetoc, p. 77.

126 Editor’s note, in S8 Biko, "South African Students’ Organisation -
Its Role, 1Its Significance and Its Future", in A Stubbs (ed),
Steve Biko..., pp. 3-4. '

127 M Motlhabi, The Theory anvaractice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Soecial-Ethical Analvysis, p. 109.
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People.v In his argument Biko claims that SASO was neither a Black NUSAS
nor anti-NUSAS, but because of the peculiar situation of Blacks they
had to form an independent organisation that unde:stood'the'situation
of Blacks and thus could best articulate their demands.128 A similar
interpretétion is given by Pheko who states that NUSAS had played a
significant role in expressing Black oppression. Nevertheless NUSAS
also had an allegiance "to the liberal Congress Alliance led by the
Communist Party", 129 and therefore could not be said to truly identi-
fy with Black aspirations. Motlhabi suggests that any similarity be-
tween the PAC and SASO was due to the same circumstances pertaining at
the time of the inception of both organisations.l?’o Magubane believed
that SASO remained loyal to the Congress Alliance slogan of "Unity of
all the oppressed classes, unity first, 131 If, however, one looks at
the early formulation of SASO policy and the underlying philosophy of
Black Consciousness then Magubane's interpretation appears to be fanci-
ful. The particular slant that he gave it was probably due to his be-
lief that an analysis of South African society should be based on
class. Another motivation was that because of the inroads that Black
Consciousness made on Black political allegiances it had to be rehabili-
tated into what the ANC perceived to be the mainstream of Black poli-
tics in South Africa, the progressive movement. Mashabela also contra-
dicts Magubane when he says SASO held that "the whiteman was in fact
part of the problem, not the solution."132 as will become apparent in
the next few paragraphs this was a complete about face for the ANC.

128 g Biko, "South African Students’ Organisation - Its Role, Its Sig-
nificance and Its Future", in A Stubbs (ed), Steve Biko..., pp. 5-
6.

129 M Pheko, Apartheid..., p. 160.

130y Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 116.

131 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 320. '

132 H Mashabela, People on the Boil..., p. 10.
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Given if:.he ANC's commitment to - the Freedom Charter and thus
multi-racialism at the time of the J.nceptmn of SASO and its
philosophy, it is not su::pr:z.smg that the ANC should have looked at the
brash young upstart askance. The philosophy of SASO was based on the
- perception of the position that historical developments had bestowed on
Blacks in modern society. Biko justified the position of SASO on the
grounds that "as long as blacks are suffering from an inferiority
camplex - a result of 300 years of deliberate oppression, denigration
and division -~ they will be useless as co-architects of a normal
society where man is nothing else but man for his sake. w133 an
historical awareness was essential to make the Black realize his
“camplicity in the crime of allowing himself to be misused and
therefore letting evil reign supreme in the country of his birth. n134
For this particular aspect of his exposition Biko is drawing on the
work of Fanon.!35 an ineradicable lesson from the past, in the view
of Black Consciousness, was that Blacks would have to establish pride
and confidence in themselves without reference to White nomms or
reliance on White support. The exclﬁsion of White influences meant a
reliance on own institutions. Mphahlele foresaw a problem in this as it
pointed towards "‘independent homelands’®.13® The earlier comment
about turning apartheid against itself is clarified by Motlhabi, when
he says that the government favoured the foundation of SASO because it
believed that this was a move towards "tribal consciousness”. Black
Consciousness "was praised [by the goverrment] as the most positive
step to came from the Black world for a long time." The government "saw
the movement, initially, as same sort of endorsement of the ‘holiness’

133 8 Biko, "Black Souls in White Skins", in A Stubbs (ed), Steve

Biko..., p. 21.

134 g Biko, "We Blacks" and "White Racism and Black Consciousness”, in
A Stubbs (ed), Steve Biko..., p. 29 and p. 69,

135§ Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, pp. 166-199.

136

E Mphahlele, Afrika My Music..., p. 157.
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and val:.dlty of the separate develogrent thesis simply because it
rejected ties with white llberals w 137 Only subsequently did the
government realize its exror but then acted cautlously.l38 But by
this time SASO had been able to consolidate with relatively little
govermnment interference, and give ‘content to its policy of comunity
involvement to demonstrate that Blacks could became self-reliant.l39

The ANC was so alammed at these apparently overt racial tendencies that
Tambo expelled Pascal Ngakane and AM Makwane for guestioning the role
of Whites such as Slovo and Carneson within the upper echelons of the
2. 140 put this was no surprise to Dube as men like Tambo still sub-
scribed to the myth of the empty land, while claiming to be grandfa-
thers of the revolution that had started in Sharpeville and continued
with the Soweto revolt of June 1976. However these were events that the
ANC could not claim to have initiated.l4l

Biko rejected collaboration with current institutions on the grounds
that this implied reform and thus a tacit acceptance "of the major
points around which the system evolves. »142 qhys the culmination of
the policy of Black Consciousness was confrontation, which Motlhabi
believed was like that of the PAC, a rejection of the ANC'’s negotiation
tactics.}3 This consideration aside, Motlhabi argued that Black Con-

137 g Mashabela, People on the Boil..., p. 11.

138 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 107 and p.147.

139 g Mashabela, People on the Boil..., p. 1l.

140 M pheko, Apartheid..., pp. 174-175.

141 D Dube, The Rise of Azania..., pp. %-10.

142 S Biko, "The Definition of Black Consciousness", in A Stubbs (ed),
Steve Biko..., p. 49.

143 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practiée of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 183.
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sciousness remained innocent of the ideology of either the PAC or ANC
thanks to censorship, and was thus a unique philosophy and ideology. 144

Its definition of Blacks was broader and yet narrower than that of the
Africanists. Black Consciousness included all those who were subject to
some fom of oppression or discrimination,us ‘which in the South
African context excluded all Whites. The PAC on the other hand included
among Africans those who identified with Africa, thus theoretically
Whites could be part of the pac.14®

What is clear from the tenets of Black Consciousness is that it was
very introspective and therefore an enigma to those not involved with
its philosophy, particularly whites.147 fhis introspection and near
obsession with the past was seen as a potential pitfall and source of
regressive atavism, with the result that many Blacks Africanised by
"collecting Jazz and dashikis for boasts", while avoiding camnitment to
any political struggle and contenting themselves with the sentiment of
an ‘"African personality”.l® Motlhabi criticized Black Conscicusness
for not defining the status of its ideology "as an operative tool" and
concludes by saying that Black Consciousness was "better understocd as
a means than as an end." Furthermore an element of naivete was present
in the movement’'s leadership. It was not all that cognizant of reali-
ties if it believed that the government of the day would be swayed by
confrontation or that foreign pressure would be exerted while there

144y Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid, p. 116.

145 M Pheko, Apartheid..., p. 170.

146 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri.
ca, p. 309.

147 S Biko, "White Racism and Black Consciousness®, in A Stubbs (ed),
Steve Biko..., pp. 68-69,

148 M Gwala, "Steve Bantu Biko", in S Ndaba (ed}), One Day in June...,
pp. 60-61. .
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were still profits to be made.l4?

Gwala, in the aftermath of the Soweto Riots of June 16, 1976, criti-
cized Black Consciousness for not defining the path to a national con-
sciousness, and for remaining a "static cultural thing“ failing to em-
brace "the more pressing issues". Nevertheless he does credit Black Con-
sciousness with creating the climate that showed that "the youth refuse
to remain any longer in the nest of contairment and repression". The
student riots at last showed that resistance was not the exclusive pre-
serve of any group but that of all Blacks. The Soweto uprising had set
South Africa on a course when the will of national consciousness could

no longer be turnmed from its course. 190

Mphahlele to an extent confirms this perception. Despite post facto
claims by campeting organiSaticns the Soweto revolt had been endoge-
nous. It was a reaction to the conditions that pertained in Soweto and
elsewhere. The Afrikaans language issue was the symbol of rejection of
authoritarian rule and discrimination in all spheres of life that led
to a sense of futility.1®! Similarly official claims of a commmist
conspiracy were rejected. And exiled leaders living on “international
time and money" would surely not wish to claim credit for sending
children armed with stones against quns? Following on these arguments
Mphahlele concludes "[tlhat the students did it all on their own,
driven by the demons of hurt and humiliation, by their own esteem for
themselves." But as much as it was a challenge to state authority it
was also a challenge to the parents of the students for having accepted
the status that they and their children held.l92 It appears therefore

149 M Motlhabi, The Theory and Practice of Black Resistance to Apart-
heid. A Social-Ethical Analysis, p. 153.

150 M Gwala, "Steve Bantu Biko", in S Ndaba (ed), One Dav in June...,
p. 61 and pp. 63-64. '
151 H Mashabela, A People on the Boil..., pp. 16-17.

152 g Mphahlele, Afriks My Music..., p. 173, p. 1?8 and p. 180.
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that’ Mphahlele sees echoes of Black Conscicusness in the Soweto rising.
Nagubane did not share this view on the causes. Instead he saw the
uprising as a flexing of proletarian ruscle that was "datandlng its
rightful place in the political economy. »153 f

Although Mphahlele and Magubane differ on the causes of the Soweto
riots they do have a point in cammon. This is that they saw in June 16,
1976 the culmination of trends that had been developing in the South
African past. Organisational and ideological credit for the revolt was
given to Zeph Mothapeng of the PAC and Steve Biko of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement,l3* which explains why Dube was previously so
sarcastic about the ANC’s claims. Dube was probably angered by the
ANC’s claimed blow for liberty paid for with "pathos and conscious
sacrifice."19® The organisation further commented-that this was "the
price that they were paying for fighting a racist, oppressive and
exploitative regime" 156 Magubane also claimed that the refugees from
Soweto were flocking to ANC training bases to learn the skill for armed

resistance. 157

Not even the shock of Soweto appeared to be able to persuade the oppos-
ing factions in Blacks politics to bury their differences. Instead they
could be said to be going along with the government’s new response of
divide-and-rule.1°8

133 BM Magubane, The Political Economy of Race and Class in South Afri-
ca, p. 149.

134 M Pheko, Apartheid..., p. 178 and p. 169.

135 OR Tambo, *"The Victory of Our Cause is Assured®™, quoted in ANC,
ANC Speaks..., p. 199

156 ANC, South Africa is Coming Back. Our Children, p. 9.

157 BM Magubane, The Political Economv of Race and Class in South Af-
rica, pp. 324-325.

158 WM Tsotsi, From Chattel to Wage Slavery..., p. 108.
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In a bid to reconcile .the conflicting parties, which were willing to
underline’ their opposing claims to leadetshi? with violence as recent
years have shown, Mokoena publlshed a document that tried to heal the
rift. In. this document he claimed that Biko had always endorsed the
progressive movement and had had nothing but the highest respect for
Mandela. By implication, respect for Mandela was taken to mean an
endorsement of the progressive movement. But this is not the issue
according to Mashabela. Biko’s critics claimed that he was a racist.
The critics "conveniently" forgot that Biko wanted Blacks to restore
confidence in themselves.l®® and this they could not do with the aid
of non-Blacks. Consequently reactionary forces of contemporary Black
Consciousness movements like the Black Commmity Programmes and its
successors evolved.l®0 This assertion is sumarily rejected by Dube.
He finds it curious that prior to his death Biko should have been
condemmed as a lackey of British liberalism and American imperialism,
but after his death the ANC claimed him as one of their own.l®lrt
appears that the opposing factions were trying to enhance their status
by claiming leadership in events that clearly had had an important
bearing on subsequent developments in South Africa.

Irrespective of the divergence that was clear over issues like the stat-
~us of Biko within a particular organisation, it was also clear that the
opposing factions were looking for unity, albeit based on adherence to
the principles that they xepmentéd. To emphasize the claim to leader-
ship it was important to show that their present position was the logi-
cal outcome of their interpretation of the past that had led them to
adopt the policies that they had. It is doubtful whether this debate
will ever be completed until this ideological conflict is samething of
the past. Therefore it is doubtful that the conflicting views of the
past will become reconciled. Nevertheless the challenge in the histori-

159

H Mashabela, People on the Boil..., p. 101,

160 4 Mokoena, "Black Consciousness in Perspective", pp. 1-5

161

D Dube, The Rise of Azania..., p. 172.
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cal perceptions that were based in the present had taken on a new dimen-
sion. 'Iﬁéée perceptions were not on_ly a chailemge to standard, White-
oriented interpretations. They also ’challemged - the interpretations
given by those Blacks opposed to their ideological standpoint.



