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CATALOGUING ETHNOGRAPHIC MATERTAL
IN MUSEUMS.

- - The Scheme that is here described for the compila‘bion
-of d card catalogue of ethnogPaphic material in miseums is. the -

o uutcmm .of considerable study of the routine needs” of’ 4 mniseum-.
v é'bh‘nographic department and %he convenience of Hﬁldents, and of
anxiety over the very backward state of our records of the ma-—
“terial culture of the native peoples of South Africa. The 3

' scheme was originaliy outlined in SAMAB, Sepiember 1940, with
arguments in favour -of its adoption which need not be repeated
here. - Such modifications as now appear are the result of ‘imy |

. -own attempt to put the scheme into prac'blee ; and of some he],p—

- ful criticisme and suggestions #Pom other mseum workers, and
in particula.r from Dr. N.J. va.n Warmelo, Guvernment Ethnologist. ’

The most. important ‘change is that general inrormation
) cancernin.g the different spécimetis no longer. appears on the
i individ.ua.l cards: 'This will be &iscuasecl later. E:
. To a.saist th.ose who unﬁiartake the work there &ge inclu.d.-
‘ed lists of terms to be used for: the various.objects; a list of
works where terms to be used indescriptions of soms of the ob-
jects may be found, and table of South Africdan tribeg arpang- -

ed ‘and numbered according to grou.ps " There is also a specimen. -

of the cards to be used with papticulars as to where they may be
obtained. - _

- TR

. . I‘t‘. is earnestly h.oped. that all Sbuth ,a:fmca:n. mu.seums whic]
.have in their collections objectsd of -gath African ethnogrs.phy,

- -however féw they may be, will-adopt thig syster -of - cataloguing,- -
~ In order that we may have a u.nifqrm system’ thrmigl:&qu'ﬂ ‘the counw
tryy end: that we may thraug%
na ivq,

1 eénabled to build- ﬂ pro r-_ :
: pic‘t‘u:l:‘e of South A;t‘m.can 1’ ‘up pe

matemal cultm:'e-' ;

- _:ﬁs_mcﬁm
Each o‘b:}ec‘b-sh :
. - jeeta. ave iden
.# . Jeécts have beeft g
_".,.,.‘_133 Ibf 10] e‘bc

; mg division anq mmﬁainn
‘ba'bﬂ.'e‘ D- ‘ Y

By o v nﬂnﬁ“ qﬂ‘ b ect. Thia‘ shmﬂ.ﬁ.. -‘be n-dh th
: nqt,i e ?-3111:- and checked in thgilatem
3 T on s dictionar_j_’ of the 19113:035

'6"9‘Eté%ch of - Gty with ‘g o1 MeBEUTeRNY, -
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7+ Description of object. a. details of appearance such as

are not evident from the picture, e.g. nature
and -colour of the materials, or the shape of
such parts as cannot be seen, e.g. the concave
base of a basket. Particular care. should be
taken to be accurate in describing materiails,
e.g. not to call all basketwork material
"grass". Where possible the scientific name
of the raw-material should be given. b.
information obtained with the epecimen and
pertaining to it alone e.g. '"belonged to
Dingaan's favourite wife".

8. How and when obtained - by whom collected, given, or s_old.,

and date of entry into museum. Toan collec=-
tions, if accepted, should be kept apart, and
not given to ordinary serial registration
nunmbers.

8. Where object is to be found in mseum - noted in pencil for

domestic convenience.

10. For items 2,3.,5 and b, it should be 1ndica1:ed whether the

Ee

F_o ‘.
G

H.

TI.

g

.K,-

information is known to be absolutely authentic
or is merely concluded from various types of
evidence. This should be done by putting next
to the statement a letter referring to the
following key of the possﬂale classes of
information.

Information supplied by donor, seller or collector a.nd
knewn to be authentic.

Information supplied by donor, seller or collector but-
not certain.
Conclusion from knowa collecting field of donor, seller
or collector.

. Gonclusion from evidence in record 'book or on label on

specimen.

.Conclusion from corrcspondence or conversation.

Conclusion,from comparison with authentic specimens.
Conclusion from nature of mterialg. op ueclm..q_ue used.
Conclusion from native name given.

Cconclusion from place name given.

Conclusion from tribal name given.

Ooncluaion from literature.

All but “A,“ to be mrkad in red ink, 80 as to make it at once
apparent that the information is not absolutely authentic. .
Without this precaution it is impoesible, in the present
state of our collections s to approach the study of material

. culture in a scientific manner.

: 'Attached hereto is a Bpecimen of the card that should be used,
showing the way of setting out the information. The information
should be written in a clear hand or typewritten. If any item -
of information is uncertain, and there is reasonable hope of being
able to check it, it may be written tempar arily in pencil.
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© 'The arrangement of the cards in the filing cabinet, after the
information has been recorded on them, depende largely on the :
reference requirements of the museum concerned. For ordinary
peferencé purposes it seems to.me that the most useful is a first
divigion according to objects, with sub-divisions ‘according to -
tribal groups. ' Division into subjects is a research requirement,
and one which would itself need considerable research. Rather
then divide the cards themselves into subjects, which would involve
making duplicates for objects that belong to more than one subject,
it would be better to keep a short separate index, with a card for
each subject, and on the card the names of all objects likely to
be connected with that subiect. '
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