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ABSTRACT 
 

This study explores the phenomenon of serial murder from the perspective of 

narrative psychology. Using a case study approach and a grounded theory analytical 

process this qualitative study utilised the narrative concept of the imago to explore the 

motivation and development of those who commit serial murder in South Africa. The 

aim is increase our theoretical understanding of serial murder in directions that 

support offender profiling.  

 

Semi-structured interviews with two South African men who committed serial murder 

were undertaken and analysed alongside archival data. Their imagoes formed the 

focus of the analysis. This analysis included a consideration of how the individual’s 

motivations and developmental patterns were reflected in their crime scenes. This 

study demonstrated that imagoes play a significant role in the motives for offending, 

and development of offence behaviours, in men who commit serial murder. The 

imagoes help create motives; then embody these motives by encouraging and 

justifying certain types of behaviour in the individual. Interactions between imagoes 

were particularly significant in this regard. The dominant imago associated with the 

individual’s self was also associated with the development of a behavioural template 

for offending, and was thus especially significant in embodying motive. The 

development of offending was further encouraged by the separation between imagoes 

involved in offending and those that are not. However differences between the case 

studies were also observed, such as the extent to which imagoes develop in interaction 
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with others and the roles played by their imagoes in the developmental narrative of 

their offending.  

 

These findings shed novel theoretical light on the study of serial murder in South 

Africa. It suggests directions for research into the role of narrative and culture in 

offending, and for the study of the imago as an embodied mode of interpersonal 

interaction. It also offers opportunities for research aiming to support offender 

profiling, and proposes a possible synthesis of competing conceptions of serial 

murder.  

 

10 KEY PHRASES: serial murder; narrative psychology; imago; offender profiling; 

development of offending; motivation for offending; behavioural template; culture 

and crime; interpersonal interaction; violent crime. 
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OPSOMMING 

  

‘n Narratiewe uiteensetting van reeksmoorde in Suid-Afrika 

  

Die fenomeen van reeksmoorde  word vanuit die teoretiese perspektief van die 

narratiewe sielkunde ondersoek. ‘n Gevalle-studie benadering tesame met die 

analitiese proses van begrondingsteorie is gebruik om die narratiewe konsep imagoe 

te benut om motivering ten opsigte van reeksmoorde  asook die ontwikkeling van 

diegene wat hul skuldig maak aan reeksmoorde in Suid-Afrika, te ondersoek. Die doel 

was om  die teoretiese begrip van reeksmoorde uit te brei en om die proses van 

profilering van oortreders te ondersteun. 

  

Semi-gestruktureerde onderhoude is met twee Suid-Afrikaanse mans wat 

reeksmoorde gepleeg het, gevoer. Analises van die onderhoude is uitgevoer waarby 

inligting uit argiewe ingesluit is. In die analises is oorweeg hoe die individu se 

motiverings en sy ontwikkelingspatrone in die misdaadtonele gereflekteer is.  Die 

studie het aangetoon dat die imagoe ‘n betekenisvolle rol speel in die motiewe vir 

oortreding, en in die ontwikkeling van oortredingsgedrag. Die imagoe het bygedra om 

motief te skep wat dan beliggaam word in die gedrag van die individu deur die 

versterking van sekere tipes gedrag. Die interaksies tussen imagoes is ook 

betekenisvol in hierdie verband. Die dominante imagoe wat met die individu se self 

geassosieer was, hou ook verband met die ontwikkelingsproses van die 

gedragstemplaat van die oortredings, en was dus spesifiek betekenisvol vir motief. 

 Die ontwikkeling van die oortredingsgedrag is verder bevorder deur ’n skeiding wat 

tussen  imagoes was wat betrokke is in die oortreding en die wat nie betrokke is nie. 

Verskille tussen die gevallestudies is waargeneem, soos die mate  waartoe  imagoes 

ontwikkel in interaksie  met van die ander en die rolle wat deur die imagoes gespeel 

word in die ontwikkelingsnarratief van hul oortredings. 

  

Hierdie bevindinge werp nuwe teoretiese lig op die bestudering van reeksmoorde in 

Suid-Afrika. Navorsing ten opsigte van die rol van narratief en kultuur in oortredings 

word deur die studie gesuggereer, asook vir die bestudering van die imagoe soos dit 

beliggaam word in interpersoonlike interaksie. Die studie bied ook geleenthede vir 

navorsing ten opsigte van die profilering van oortreders, en stel  ‘n moontlike sintese 
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van vergelykende  konseptualiserings voor  ten opsigte van die fenomeen van 

reeksmoorde. 
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