University of Pretoria etd — Bediako, A (2000)

A STUDY OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE
VENDORS IN THE CENTRAL REGION OF THE
EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

BY

ABORA BEDIAKO

Submitted in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of
M.Inst. Agrar (Agricultural Economics)

in the
Department of Agricultural Economics, Extension and
Rural Development
Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

University of Pretoria

PRETORIA

June 2000



University of Pretoria etd — Bediako, A (2000)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This research report is the outcome of a wide consultation with individuals and
institutions. Their assistance and co-operation have made this end product possible.

The author, therefore, wishes to record his sincere thanks to the following:

il Professors J.F. Kirsten, (Head, Department of Agricultural Economics,
Extension and Rural Development) and J. Groenewald, (University of
Orange Free State) my study leaders, who encouraged me throughout the
study and found time and energy to direct the study to a successful -

completion.

2. The vendors of fruit and vegetables in East-London-Mdantsane, King
William’s Town-Bisho and Alice, who willingly spared their valuable time
to respond to the questionnaire. Hopefully this report will help them in

their trading endeavours.

32 The management and staff of the East London and King William’s Town
Fresh Produce Markets and the Amatola District Council for allowing the

use of their premises to collect information for the study.

4. My wife Nombeko (Nombie) and my kids Antoinette, Kim and Iko for

their prayers and moral support.



University of Pretoria etd — Bediako, A (2000)

11

5. Rose (University of Fort Hare) and Elizabeth (Border Technikon) for

neatly typing this document.

6. Finally, my gratitude goes to the Alrﬁighty God whose Love and Grace

have led me to the successful end of the study.

Abora Bediako

Pretoria, June 2000.



University of Pretoria etd — Bediako, A (2000)

i
ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE VENDORS IN THE CENTRAL

REGION OF THE EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

By
ABORA BEDIAKO
Degree: M.Inst.Agrar (Agricultural Economics)
Department: Agricultural Economics, Extension and Rural

Development

Study Leader:  Prof. J.F. Kirsten

Unemployment numbers are very high in South Africa. The Eastern Cape province is
one of the poorest provinces in South Africa and is characterised by a large number of
unemployed people. Many of the unemployed have entered the hawking business as

a way to survive and to supplement the meagre income.

The objective of this study is establish a profile of fruit and vegetable vendors in the
Eastern Cape and to highlight the constraints they experience in their trade. The study
highlights the conditions in which the vendors trade, discuss the sources of supply, their

prices and profit margins and also the sites where they operate.

Various methods including a questionnaire survey, personal observations and interactions

were used to investigate the activities of the vendors.
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The central region of the Eastern Cape is the focus of this study. Four magisterial
districts within the region were selected for analytical purposes with regard to fruit and

vegetable vendors.

The results show a mixture of negative and positive trends. The trade activities of these
vendors reflect more positive and favourable trends albeit the negative ones which are
surmountable. Despite the negative trends the potential for success is high if the right

approach is adopted.

The unemployment problem is not going to be solved by government efforts alone but
with the help of others with self initiatives e.g., the group in this study. It is therefore
recommended that the initiatives and interest shown by these traders should be
encouraged and supported through viable policies and less costly government

interventions.
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