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SAMEVATTING
DIE LATERE YSTERTYDPERK IN SUIDOOS- EN SENTRAAL-MARICO

In ’n interdissiplinére studie van die Latere Ystertydperk in die Suidoos- en Sentraal-Marico in die
Noordwesprovinsie word argeologiese en etnografiese data, mondelinge oorleweringe, pleknaamkundige
inligting asook dokumentére getuienis vergelyk en geintegreer om ’'n kultuurchronologie vir die gebied
saam te stel, aspekte van die leefwyse van die eertydse bewoners te rekonstrueer en verklarings aan die
hand te doen vir patrone van sosio-kulturele verandering en/of kontinuiteit wat in die argeologiese rekord
weerspieél word. Dit blyk uit 'n etnohistoriese rekonstruksie dat die landbouergemeenskappe wat die
gebied gedurende die Latere Ystertydperk bewoon het, Tswanasprekendes was wat polichrome potwerk
vervaardig het wat tot die Molokotradisie gereken kan word. Die radiokoolstofdatums vir die aanvang van
die Vroe€ Molokofase in Sentraal-Marico korreleer met die mondelinge oorleweringe van die Hurutshe
waarvolgens hul vestiging in die omgewing van Tswenyane tot die vyftiende eeu n.C. teruggevoer word.
Die grootste Vroeé Molokoterrein, Rabogadi in Suidoos-Marico, bestaan uit minstens 59 hutvloerreste en
is waarskynlik in die sewentiende eeu deur die Lete bewoon. Vroeé Molokoterreine bevat geen of min
klipmure en is gewoonlik aan die voet van heuwels of in valleie geleg.

Die aanvang van die Latere Molokofase in die tweede helfte van die sewentiende eeu het met die einde
van 'n warmer en natter tussenpose in die Klein-Ystyd saamgeval. Gedurende hierdie fase is die
nedersettings bo-op of teen die hange van heuwels opgerig en is daar toenemend van klip gebruik gemaak
om die mure van veekrale en die afskortings van wooneenhede (malapa) te bou. Verskeie Latere
Molokoterreine kon as hoofsetels of belangrike woonsentrums van histories bekende Tswanagroepe
geidentifiseer word, waaronder Mmutlagae, Mmakgame en Kaditshwene van die Bahurutshe booMenwe,
Borutwe van die Bahurutshe booManyane en Buispoort van die Bakgatla ba Mmanaana. Hoewel die
radiokoolstofchronologie nie akkuraat genoeg is om die presiese bewoningstydperke van terreine
gedurende die Latere Molokofase te bepaal nie, kom dit nietemin voor of ’n patroon van
vestigingsmobiliteit onder die Tswana onderskei kan word, waarvolgens hoofsetels gereeld verskuif is,
gewoonlik nadat 'n nuwe stamhoof ingestel is.

Die dispuut oor die ligging en naam van Kaditshwene, die hoofsetel van die Bahurutshe booMenwe met
'n geskatte inwonertal van 16 000 of 20 000 op die vooraand van die difagane, is deur 'n kombinasie van
verskillende inligtingsbronne opgelos. Die vestigingsuitleg van Kaditshwene, wat drie geografiese afdelings
omvat wat elk uit verskeie wyke (dikgdrd) saamgestel was, stem ooreen met dié van ander bekende
hoofsetels van die Tswana. Die sametrekking van die Tswana in groot nedersettings teen die einde van
die agtiende en die begin van die negentiende eeu kan aan 'n aantal komplekse faktore toegeskryf word,
waaronder bevolkingsgroei, die inkorporering van groepe deur middel van die wykstelsel en toenemende
onderlinge konflik tussen stamme wat op gereelde veestrooptogte uitgeloop het.

Die argeologiese oorblyfsels van Kaditshwene bevestig vroeé negentiende-eeuse berigte dat die Hurutshe
groot beeskuddes aangehou het en yster op 'n groot skaal bewerk en verhandel het. Daar is tot dusver
egter geen argeologiese bewyse opgespoor dat hulle koper op 'n beduidende skaal bewerk het of mielies
verbou het nie. Die min glaskrale en ander ingevoerde handelsitems wat op Kaditshwene en ander Latere
Molokoterreine in die navorsingsgebied teruggevind is, dui moontlik daarop dat handelskontakte met die
Kaapkolonie of die ooskus van beperkter omvang was as wat uit die dokumentére getuienis blyk. Hierdie
studie toon aan dat 'n wye verskeidenheid bronne lig op die histories bekende Tswana gedurende die
Latere Ystertydperk werp, maar dat elke bron met behulp van die metodes van die toepaslike dissipline
ontgin moet word voordat ’n sintese aangebied word.

Latere Ystertydperk, Molokotradisie, Marico, etniese geskiedenis, mondelinge oorleweringe,
landbouergemeenskappe, Tswana, Lete, Hurutshe, Kaditshwene
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SYNOPSIS
THE LATER IRON AGE IN SOUTH-EAST AND CENTRAL MARICO

In an interdisciplinary study of the Later Iron Age in South-East and Central Marico in the North-West
Province, archaeological data, oral traditions, ethnographic descriptions, toponymical information and
documentary evidence are combined and integrated to establish a cultural chronology for the area, to
reconstruct aspects of the way of life of the erstwhile inhabitants and to provide explanations for patterns
of socio-cultural change and/or continuity reflected in the archaeological record. An ethnohistorical
reconstruction indicates that the farming communities which occupied the area during the Later Iron Age
were Tswana speakers who manufactured multichrome pottery that can be assigned to the Moloko
tradition. The radiocarbon dates for the advent of the Early Moloko phase in Central Marico correlate with
oral accounts of the Hurutshe in which their settlement in the Tswenyane area is traced back to the
fifteenth century AD. The largest Early Moloko site, Rabogadi in South-East Marico, consists of at least
59 hut floor remains and was probably occupied by the Lete in the seventeenth century. Early Moloko
sites contain no, or few stone walls and are usually located at the foot of hills or in valleys.

The inception of the Late Moloko phase in the second half of the seventeenth century coincided with the
end of a warmer and wetter spell in the Little Ice Age. During this phase, settlements were erected on hill-
tops or against hill-sides and stone was increasingly used to build the walls of residential units (malapa)
and cattle kraals. Several Late Moloko sites could be identified as capitals or important centres of
historically known Tswana groups, amongst others Mmutlagae, Mmakgame and Kaditshwene of the
Bahurutshe booMenwe, Borutwe of the Bahurutshe booManyane and Buispoort of the Bakgatla ba
Mmanaana. Although the radiocarbon dates are not accurate enough to determine the precise period of
occupation of Late Moloko sites, it would appear that a pattern of settlement mobility prevailed among
the Tswana, according to which capitals were regularly shifted, usually after a new chief had been
installed.

The dispute about the location and name of Kaditshwene, the capital of the Bahurutshe booMenwe with
an estimated population of 16 000 or 20 000 on the eve of the difagane, was resolved through a
combination of various sources of information. The settlement layout of Kaditshwene, comprising three
geographical divisions which each included a number of wards (dikgdrd), resembles that of other known
Tswana capitals. The aggregation of the Tswana in large settlements at the end of the eighteenth and the
beginning of the nineteenth century can be ascribed to a number of complex factors, such as population
growth, the incorporation of groups through the ward system, and increasing conflict among chiefdoms
which resulted in regular cattle raids.

The archaeological remains from Kaditshwene confirm early nineteenth-century accounts that the Hurutshe
kept large cattle herds and worked and traded iron on a large scale. However, no archaeological proof has
as yet been found that they worked copper on a significant scale or cultivated maize. The few glass beads
and other imported items which have been recovered from Kaditshwene and other Late Moloko sites in
the research area, seem to indicate that trading contacts with the Cape colony or the East Coast were far
more limited than the documentary record suggests. This study demonstrates that a wide variety of sources
shed light on the historically known Tswana during the Later Iron Age, but that each source should be
exploited with the aid of the methods of the relevant discipline before a synthesis is attempted.

Later Iron Age, Moloko tradition, Marico, ethnohistory, oral traditions, farming communities,
Tswana, Lete, Hurutshe, Kaditshwene
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