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CURRICULUM VITAE

Jacques van Rooy was born in the city of Bloemfontein, Free State, South
Africa on 11 October 1953. He attended the President Brandskool in Bloemfontein
(Jan. 1960 — July 1965), the Laerskool Menlopark in Pretoria (July 1965 — Dec.1966),

and matriculated from Die Hoérskool Menlopark in 1971.

In 1982 he received a B.Sc. degree from the University of South Africa, majoring in
Botany and Zoology. This was followed by a B.Sc. (Hons.) degree in 1989 and a
M.Sc. degree in botanical taxonomy (awarded cum laude) in 1991, both at the
University of Pretoria. His M.Sc. thesis, entitled A Taxonomic Revision of the
Macromitrioideae (Orthotrichaceae: Musci) in Southern Afiica, won him the South
African Association for the Advancement of Science (S2A3)-GENCOR Bronze Medal
for the best Magister thesis at the University of Pretoria in 1992.

Jacques started his career in botany in 1978 when he joined the National Herbarium
of the Botanical Research Institute (now National Botanical Institute) in Pretoria. He
was assistant to Dr R.E. Magill of the Missouri Botanical Garden (then on contract to
the Botanical Research Institute to initiate research for the moss Flora of Southern
Africa project) from 1978 to 1981. During this period he gained valuable experience
in taxonomic research, herbarium management, and the running of a Scanning
Electron Microscope unit. He currently holds the position of Senior Researcher
responsible for the Cryptogamic collections of the National Herbarium where he

conducts taxonomic and phytogeographic research on the mosses of Aftica.

His collecting activities (more than 4000 specimens) has led to the description of
several new records and new species of southern African bryophytes. He is the author
or co-author of 40 scientific and popular scientific publications in national as well as
international journals. Jacques contributed to the first 2, and is co-author of the 3rd
fascicle of the moss Flora of Southern Africa. He is currently a member of the
International Association of Bryologists, the Mountain Forum, and the Lesotho

Mountain Research Group.
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