
Chapftr 9. Conclusionary Remarks 


The nadus ofthe first epistlt ofPeter wen' faced with a peculiar situation. On the one hand 

they experienced societal pnssure andgovemmmtal action. On the other hand they mcountmd 

a paradigm shift in attitude, values and priorities. These Christians certainly had enough 

nason to fall into apostatecy. Peter faced a daunting task in his epistlt atttmpting to 

encourage them to remain in the faith. Peter's nasoning for mduring hardship and method 

ofremaining Christian, was the TfVtTSal ofroles. His argummts wen', amongst others, as 

follows: 

a. New symbolic universe. He introduced and Itgitimated a new symbolic universe. There 

is a new value syston apparent in the establishmmt ofthis universe. Both these value 

systems and these universes TfVtTSed roles with the old ones since they an opposites. 

b. New family. He introduced them to a new family. Their Christian community with 

God as the Patriarch was their new family. Since they experimad loss by becoming 

Christians their new family rqmsented manygains. This was also a TfVtTSal ofrolts. 

c. An eschatological perspective - He assisted them to see and understand the situation 

through the viewpoint ofeschatology. This viewpoint rmrsed their situation with their 

antagonists' since they wen' to exchange places. This exchanging ofplaces was due to 

two events: 

C.1 The judgemmt In this event the antagonists would be declandgUilty, and the 

believers would be vindicated Prrviously society decland the believers guilty and 

exonerated the antagonists. The judges also rmrsed this process: previously 

society was the judge whilt God became the Judge in the end time. 

C.2 The ~fication. Peter's rraders wen' to be ~rified as Christ was. Sodety 

at large was to be shamed Society shamed the believers and ~rified 

themselves. God would TfVtTSe this situation. 
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d Disdpkship. The believers We7l to become true disdpks. This rqmsmttd a rrversal 

ofaspirations as thty previously aspind to nach the pinnacle ofsodetnl status. Peter 

persuadtd thon that thty We7l to be servants rather. 

e. Good behaviour. They We7l to emphasize good behaviour as this would lead to the 

public shaming oftheir accusers and the approval ofGod. The rrversal was found 

in both society's and God's appwval which exchanged plaas. 

The mmal ofroks thus takts cmtre stage in Peter's llasoning for mnaining Christian in the 

faa ofhardship. 

9.1 Conclusion 

During this dissertation we asked the questions: 

a. Why mnain Christian in the foce ofhardship and suffiring? 

b. How to mnain Christian in a Christian-unftiendly world? 

l# have seen that Peter used rhetoric to prwide his lladm with valid llasons to mnain 

Christian, such as, amongst others: 

a. Current hardship and suffiring wiD end 

b. Christians will be vindicattd. 

c. The antagonists wiD be judged 


d Christians wiD be ~fled 


e. Christians all to gain an dmzal Inheritana. 


f The above mentioned llasons We7l based upon the suffering ofChrist. 
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»i' have also S«n that in each ofthese reasons presented by Peter thm were several reversals 

ofroles. (In fact, these reasons were amveyed to the converts by means ofsuch reversals). 

Peter also showed his readers how to remain Christian in their practical txptritnce by: 

a. Changing their way ofthinking. 

b. Pruviding a new, caring tnVironmmt via the Christian community. He gave them 

guidelines as to how such a community should fUnction. 

c. Showing them how to make cumnt hardship tolerable in view of a gJorlous 

eschatokJgical end 

d GMng them the prindples of discipleship and beseeching them to run their lives 

accordingly. 

e. Displayinggood behaviour at all times. 

In each ofthese practical solutions to the "how" problem (methodology) we find reversals of 

roles. In this instana he does not use the reversals as argumozts or reasons, but the reversal 

ofroles here becomes consequmtial to the adherma to, inter alia these five principles. 

The hypotheses ofthis dissertation is that Peter rhetorically provides the suf!iring Christians 

with: 

a. 	 Reasons to remain Christian through the reversal ofcertain wles. 

b. 	 Practical Wt1)S to remain Christian which, ifaccepted and adhered to, would eventuate 

in forthu reversal ofroles. 
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The contribution ofthis dissertation is that it fills the void oft 

a. Defining the problans faad by the Christian 11i1dm ofFirst Pdu. 

b. Pwvkling thon with both reasons and practical advia on "why" and "how" to remain 

Christian. 

c. Motivating modern Christians to remain Christian in a world where the Christian faith 

does not sean to attmct the secular mind. 

d Showing foture Christians how to deal with suffiring that might come their way. 

t. Pwviding modern chunks with factors they need to focus on if Christianity is to 

survive. 

The hypothesis ofthis dissertation was communicated by showing that the readers offirst 

Peter faad enmmous problans. Soddy t:xtrted almost unbearable pressure,733 such as the use 

ofthe honour and shame dynamic, in order to induce the Christians to relinquish their faitk 

It appeared as if the Christians were mentally on a diffirent planet as to the general sodety, 

for their way ofthinldng was totally diffirent from sodety'S.734 The political landscape did 

not look much better for the Christians either. As Pliny's letter iRustrated, RPman role had 

an adverse effict on thon, so much so that RPme peraived thon as political opponents. This 

peraption was not entirely unwarranted as there were startling similarities between Christianity 

and other mostly unpopulargoups. Furthermore, Christianity seemed to have mostly attracted 

733 Other examples ofpressure was shown to be, inter alia, ostracization, apologetic 

demand, possible loss ofinheritana and even the possible loss ofIdnship. The RPmans also 

applied such pressure, although not necessarily for religious reasons. 

734 This seemed to be one ofthe objectives ofthe author offirst Pdu. This objective 

was achitved by creating and legitimating a new symbolic universe, identity, value system and 

even included a new community. 
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fo1lowtrs from those who werr In disfavour with RPme. Lastly, the Christians' views on many 

topics seemed to have contradicted RPman wishes.735 

Christians did not only flel the P1lSSWl txlmJally fomz society and the gwemment but also 

fom within their my households. Husbands pwbably did not tal« to kindly to the fad that 

their wives forsook their 1llig/on in favour ofChristianity. Their 1laction was presumably 

even WQ1S't when it came to their slaves doing the same thing as the wives did It also seemed 

plausible to conaive that their parental homes would have adtkd to such presSU1l. From the 

Christian ~ perspective, thm seemu:J to be some kind ofmalicious attack. on their faith from 

everywhm. 

Peter did not deny that these presSWlS existed Rather, he used the my conapts that wen 

used to work against them, rhetorically to persuade them to remain finn In their foith. just 

about every concept that impacted negatively on the Christians was reversed so that then the 

same concepts worked for them, and ag:zinst the enemy. Their way ofthinking and values 

werr reversed as was their role model736 Their identity reversed from being 1ljecttd be soddy 

to being electtd by God Similarly society's identity reversed from being electtd by themselves 

to being 1ljecttd by God Not only do we find singJe rrversals In which case only the 

Christians mal« certain reversals but we also find double rrversals in the sense that the so 

called "othergroup" (non·believers) mal«s a rrversal with Christians, albeit that their reversals 

73S Examples ofcontradicting thoughts wen' the beliefthat aD things wen' coming to 

an end, and the usage ofthe designation "/orrJ". 

73
6 Sodety and / or socidal values no longer held the position of role model for 

Christians. Nor did those who we1l held in high esteem by soddy retain their positions of 

moral influence. jesus now holds that position. 
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seem always to be in the oppositt direction to the Christians' revtrSQls.737 

This can be IOustrattd as follows: 

Christian Movement Non..Believer's Movement 

Eltcttd God's graa / favour; Eltcttd Sodety's grace / favour; 

Honoured dc. Gmnttd by Honoured dc. 

Socitty 

Society 

R.ejecttd UntkrJudganent, R.ejecttd Under Judganent, 

Shatn£d, dc. Shatn£d, de. 

Rgure 50 

Figure fifty illustratts a doubk reversal On the kft hand side are the Christians who always 

stem to be making a movonent frum bottom to top.738 Thus they muve ftom being Tljecttd 

shatn£d, de. to being ekcttd hon(JlJll(/, de. On the othtr side are the non·belitVtrS who always 

stem to be making a movonent fom top to bottom, the nverst of the Christians. Non· 

believers move from being ekcttd ttc. to being rejecttd dc. Thmfore we do not only have one 

group reversing but both. HowtVtT; they nverst in oppositt directions. The inttresting part 

737 An exampk ofsud! a doubk reversal can be seen in the judgtmtnt where it is not 

only the Christians that reverse their position but also the non·belitVtrS that reverse their 

position. These two groups thmfore stem to be exchanging places. 

7J1 It would seem as ifsocitty keeps on pladng the Christians at the bottom whereas 

Peter COTntS along and plaas thtm on top. 

Page 313 

 
 
 



is that there is also a mmal as for as the identity ofwho bestows thtst gradingjudgements, 

is amamed. Again t:hm atl tlw identities, God and society that reverse. 

Such mmals, amongst ot:htrs, atl used by Peter to help his 1taders to visualize and mate 

not only a new personal identity, but also to visualize and mate a new anporate identity. 

Their community is thus replaad by a new corporate body, viz. the church. Even hoe, we find 

mmals being onploytd to amvey the message. Amongst other things, their structu1t is 

reversed, their purpose is reversed and their behaviour is reversed T1ze end TlSUlt, according 

to Peter; is a magnit:ude ofmmals that wlO finaOy change everything. T1zis climax is 1tached 

in the parousia. Here, God makes known His judganmt (according to what Peter anticipates), 

viz. the Christians atl vlndicat:ed / honoured whilst the non.lJelievers atl condemned / shamed 

In this ~at day, Pet:er's naders atl saved. 

Rtadlng through this dissertation one might condudt that there seems to be a ~at measU1t 

of repetition characterlstd by a notiaable divtrsity but also a marked sameness. T1zis is 

inevitable seeing that the conapt ofmmals pmneates the first epistlt ofPeter like a golden 

th1tad ofwhich the dJstming appears and 1tappears repeatedly and in a gnat variety of 

aspects 1tlating to the lives and adverse drcumstanas ofChristians in their sodtty, adding 

difftrrnt perspectives 1tgarrling mmals lllevant to their existence as Christians in a p"sent 

situation and in the foture. In various WO)'S the author "peatedly employs the mmal of 

roles as the nasoning ofmnaining Christian in the faa ofhardship. 
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