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Summary 

In this dissc1ation, Th, Rrvrrsal of Ro"s as tilt Rtasoning for Rtmaining Christian in tilt 

Faa of Hardship in th, First Epist" of pan; th, mdorical motivation which th, author 

of first Ptttr UStS to pmuadt tilt Ixlitvm to remain Christian in th, foa of hardship is 

fXlJmintd. Intnxiuctory discussions sa tht fob" for m,aningfol discourst to follow. It is thm 

shown that tht original rradtrs of th, first (pist" of Pdlr focrd both sodaal and 

gOVt17lmmfol hardship, mmly for Ixing Christian. Valu(5 such as honour and sham( wm 

uS(d by soddy as Irvtmge to prrssurizt Ixlievrrs into apostosy. Such hardships, intu alia 

pnMdt.d amp" rrason to forsak thtir ntW found foith. Th, Roman system of govunana 

forthtr hampmd tht Christian caUst as thdr paradigms 5((ffl to b, opposill. 

Th, author of tilt book maks uS( of, intu alia th, rrvmal of rolts as his !?asoning and 

pmuasion to !?main Christian rrge1l7iltss of tht hardships foad Employing artoin rcvmais 

tht author changes tht bdimr's symbolic univtrst and ",,, mod<L j(5US is prrsmlld as thdr 

ntW "''' mod<L Ptttr sums to suggrst that what happtd to jesus will also happm to 

btUcvus. Hmct, contkmnation and shame win rrverse with vindication and ~rificadon. 

lImongst othm, thts( thoughts arr us(d to change thl b,/ievrr's identity and community with 

diffirmt attribulls than th, old community that thty """" plaas with, viz. Sodtty Thdr 

pmptctivt on lift is modifi,d to blcom, rsmatoiogical. Not only a!? attitudfs atllmpttd to 

Ix ammdld by th, author but also thdr Ixhaviour. Th,S( changes arr brought into '!fict on 

both macro and micro kwis as /'ttu mdtavours to mak his inf/uena pmetrate into their very 

houS(holds. 

Tht end rrsult is that tht who" pictu1? of thtir situation is changes to such an allnt that, 

in thtir minds, soddy has no rral authority to grant !rut honour in th, first plaa. God on 

tht othtr hand, has tht authority to do so, and uS(s it to b,stow genuint honour on the 
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bcliMrS and sham' on th, non-bcliMrS 1?5ulting in a rtVtTSQL In a similar >my soday and 

Christians txdzangt plaas on many diffirmt plants through rtVtTSQls mgin((red by th, author 

of first Ptttr. 

nz, wlmination of such rtVtTSQls transpire at tht parousia wm soday tokts th, plact thty 

malld for tht Christians, viz. amdtmnation, whilst tht Christians are vindicat,d and savtd 

nzus tht rtVtTSQl of roks is primarily tht frasoning [or rrmaining Christian in th, [oct of 

hardship in th, first 'Pistk of Ptttr. 
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i. Introduction 


The first epistle ofPetrr has to a ctrfoin attnt been relativtly academically nedtcttd This 

probably motivated EOiott to call this book ofPettr an tttxlgetical step..mild".2 Yet; the book 

is rich in theological1?asoning and has much to offir the academic world In order to be 

plaad in the wider academic scope ofwhat has been studied in first Petrr the following survey" 

is supplied: 

i.i Survey ofAcadmzic Work on First Peter 

As can be rxpected there have bem the usual commentary and introductory studies on first 

Peter. Furt:hernwre, thematic studies have also bem pubUshed Such studies may, inter alia, 

be categorised as follows: 

1 This does not p1?suppose in any way that Petrr is the author ofthe book that 

canies his name. For the purpose of1?ftrence this dissertation caOs the author "Peter". The 

subject ofauthorship will be discussed at a later stage. 

2 Elliott (1976). 

3 Peter attempts to persuade christians to remain Christian in the face ofhardship by 

means of, inter alia rhetoric. As such, first Peter argues theologically and presents as his 

solution to the suffiring probkm, inter alia, the reversal ofcertain rolts. The notion that first 
Peter's argument is theological is supported by Perkins (1995:17). 

4- This survey is by no means a compnhensive one. It will discuss some ofthe works 

on first Peter over the last ttn years. The idea is to supply only an overview. 

S Examples ofsuch commentaries are Michaels (1988); Marshall (1991); Achtemeier 

(1996); Best (19J1). 
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a. Wives and husbands.6 

b. The use ofthe Old Testament in Pder;l 

c. Ethics in Peter.6 

d HoliTl£Ss oflifo I priesthood!) 

6 Studies on this theme have been published, amongst others, the following: Wives Ukt 

Sarah, and the husband who honor (sic) them: 1 (sic) Peter 3:1-7 (Grudon 1991); Arr the 

wives of 1 (sic) Peter 3:7 Christian? (Gross 1989); The co-elect woman of 1 (sic) Pdtr 

(Applegate 1992); Pd:tr's instructions to husband in 1 (sic) Pdtr 3:7 (SlaughtEr 1994); 

Instructions to Christian wives in 1 (sic) Pdtr 3:14; (SlaughtEr 1990). As can be seen from 

these publications these themes seem to be rather limited to either a spedfic section ofthe book, 

for txample, first Pdtr 3:1-7 or a very narruw theme. 

1 It seems evident that Peter uses the Old Testament extensively in his book. 

Publications that discuss this occumnce orr, intEr alia: The use of the Old Testament for 
Chrlstlan ethics in 1 (sic) Pdtr (Grren 1990); The Israelitt imagery of1 (sic) Pdtr 2 (G1enny 

1992); First antury Bible study: Old Testament motift in 1 (sic) Peter 2.'4-10 (France 1998). 

Another study that might be ofintmst is Wanien (1989). 

6 It is acknowledged that not much seems to have been said on ethics in Peter. This 

is probably due to the fact the studies on holiness and Christian lifo touch on this subject too. 

Sinet these two topics arr morr visible in Peter they seem to be studied morr than the subject 

ofethics. To consult a publication on ethics in Peter set Gllen (1990). 

!) As mentioned in the pn:vious footnote, this topic is studied morr frequently than that 

ofethics in first Peter. The following will suffice as txamples: Holiness oflifo as a way of 

Christian witness (O'Connor 1991); The message of 1 (sic) Peter. The way of the Cross 

(Clowney 1992); The Priesthood ofaU believers: 1 (sic) Peter 2:1-10 (Schweizer 1992); The 

common priesthood ... (Seland 1995). 
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L 

e. 	 Aliens and strangers.'0 

Pmecution / suffiring.11f 
g. 	 Peter in the light ofthe other writings. 1% 

h. 	 Eschatology.'3 

The household code. t4 

j. 	 Metaphors / rhetorlc.'5 

k. 	 Churdz and cult:ure.16 

10 Rtfor to: A heavenly home for the homeless: Aliens and strangers in 1 (sic) Peter 

(Chin 1991); To an those SCQttmd throughout ... (Marin 1998). 

n This topic has been hotly contested between those who believe that the suffiring / 

pmecution was societal and those who believe that it was off/dal Some publications that deal 

with this and other aspects ofsuffiring / pmecution art, amongst othm: Imperial pmecution 

C)nd the dating of1 (sic) Peter and Revelation (Wanim 1991); Suffiring servant and suffering 

Christ in 1 (sic) Peter (Achttmeitr 1993); Abundant living in a hostik world (Grmz 1997). 

1% Examples ofsuch studies are: 1 (sic) Peter3:6b in the light ofPhilo andjesphus (Sly 

1991); The common priesthood ofPhllo and 1 (sic) Peter ... (Seland 1995). 

13 Martin, Troy (1992); The esdzatology of1 (sic) Peter (Parker 19.94). 

'4 This appears to be one topic that has enjoyed the attention ofthe academic world 

PtTUse the following: Non-rrtaliation and the haustaftln in 1 (sic) Peter (Sdzertz 1992); Order 

in the "house" ofGod : the haustaftl in 1 (sic) Peter 2:11-3:12 (Krentz 1998). 

15 One ofthe books on this topic that made some impad is: Metaphor and composition 

in 1 (sic) Peter (Martin, Troy 1993). Also see The rhetoric of1 (sic) Peter (Thomson 1994); 

(Snyder 1995); (Slaughter 1995). 

16 Miroslav (19.94); Rowan (1996). 
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l The gospel in Peter.'7 

Generally speaking it appears as tlwugh most ofthese studies are either limited to a spedfic 

section of the book or limited to that topic in the book. It seems as if there are very few 

publications which study a topic that is applied to all the other topics in the book. 

Furthennore, these studies seem to deal with literary, theological and topical arguments on all 

kinds ofissues but do not seem to answer the questions why and how to remain Christian. 

For example, the topic ofholiness are discussed but one does not seem to find logic for why 

Christians have to be holy in the first place. Similarly the how question seems to be 

untouched It would appear as ifthere are certain voids when it comes to the study offirst 

PetEr. 

As shall be discovered in this dissertation the readers of first PetEr were fadng numerous 

serious problems. '8 Although scholars have looked at various themes within first PetEr there 

seems to be a void Firstly, it appears as if there are not many publications dedicated to pin 

point the exad problems fadng Christians. Secondly, and probably because the problems have 

not been adequately defined, one does not find many scholars presenting a tangible, practical 

solution to such problems. The interesting part is that this part ofhistory written about and 

refening to first PetEr seems to repeat itselfin history.19 One can also not preclude possible 

17 Elliott (1995). 

18 The whole first part ofthis dissertation is devoted in outlining and sketching these 

problems faced by Christians. In short, (since it is dealt with later) they suffered sodally, 

politically and physically. Furthennore, they even had problems within their households due 

to their new found faith. 

19 Examples ofsuch repetitions could possibly indude: the persecution ofthe dark ages 

and religious persecution in the previous communist block, where Christians were sodally, 
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jitf:u7? llligious pusecutkms. This implits that Christians foced similar problems than the 

lladers offirst Peter in the past. Furth.ermu1l, it is also possible that Christians might once 

again foce similar problems In the jitf:u7? The question Is, how did Christians foce and deal 

with similar suffiring since Pet:£rs day? The mort Important question to ask is how 

Christians are going to deal with such issues should they arise in jitf:u7?? Many studies on 

Peter bring with them new revtlations and wonderfUl thoughts, but are they practically helping 

Christians who foce haniship? This dissertation attonpts to flO that appa1l1lt wid Examine 

some past studies on first PetEr: 

In the nindlen·sixties certain articles appeared dealing with first Peter as a pasChal liturgy, 

ot:hm on baptism and Christian expectation.:u1 Similarly, church order and ministry in first 

politically and physically perseculld for their faith. 

:u1 Reftr to the articles ofThomton (1961); de Ru (1966) and Pamham (1969). Also 

look at Robinson who atttmpts to define baptism (1975). Please noll. that this dissertation 

Is in no way downgrading such studies. 71zey all aO filling certain voids and answering 

certain unanswmd questions. But to a large txIlnt thtse questions and answers seem to be 

those ofthe academic world, for example: Srrydtrs «Partidples and Imperatives in First Peter" 

(1995); Whitcomb's «Ccnttmporary Apologetics .. " (1977); Rodger's «71ze Longer Reading of 

1 (sic) Peter 4:1411 (1981); CahiO's "Hennmeuticallmplications of Typology" (1982); HID's 

article on liturgical formulas and pammesls In first Peter (1982); Johnson's article on imagery 

from Malachi three in Peter's theology (1986); Janse van Rensburg's 'Vse of Inllrsentmce 

Relational Particles and Asyndeton in First Peterl
' (1990). The Christian with no academic 

background in theology or llligion is hardly bmefltting in a practical way. This dissertation 

atllmpts to study the problems in first Peter with a view ofdefining them (since they are 

possibly the same problems that modern andjitf:u7? Christians might face) and also to provide 

answers and to assist in ordu that they may not only cope with such problems, but that they 
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PdEr came up for study in 1970.Z1 Polan worked toward practical advice in his article 

"Mantage in the Lord: A Significant Mode ofChristian fusence", but stiD the address ofthis 

dissertation seems to be missing.ll Al50 offiring advice to Christians is the study ofPiper on 

Christian behaviour in first PduY Yet; it is filt that the problems fodng Pdu's readers and 

the solution to those problems seem to be largely missing in the arsenal ofacademic battery. 

This is an attonpt to fiU that void, to define and deal with such problems, and moreover, to 

provide Pdu's reasoning for remaining Christian in the foce ofsuch problems. 

i.H Survey ofthis Dissertation 

This is the reason why this dissertation is firstly concerned with a topic that deals with the 

why and how question. The original readers offirst Pd£r suffmd hardship dut to their 

acceptance ofthe Christian foith (1:6; 2:20; 3:14,17; 4:16,19).Z4 They were sodally ostracised 

may also be encouraged and assisttd to remain Christian when such problems do arise. In 

conclusion then, thm seems to be a need that current studies have not md. This dissertation 

is endeavouring to med that need which is pm:eived as a need ofthe !ay~people suffering and 

asking the question repeatedly, why they should remain Christian. It seems certain that church 

growth figures across the secular world would suggest that this question is asked It is 

granted that this is also an academic study, but it is hoped that it will be an inspiration to 

future non-academic worn with the same purpose. 

Z1 EUiott (1970). 

II Polan (1979). 

Z3 Piper (1980). 

Z4 Please take noll that refirences made to Bible verses without the mention of the 

book, throughout this dissertation, automatically refers to first Pd£r, for example 1:1 
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and Wt1l forad to abandon many social privileges. 1hey had many reasons for relinquishing 

duir faith as wiD be argued later. Peter was faced with the daunting task ofpersuading the 

believers to remain finn in their faith, as wiD be argued He does this by answering the "why" 

qutstion - why to remain Christian in the face ofhardship. But Peter also deals with the 

"how" question very practicaDy. Most studies stem to deal with "what" issues. Secondly. this 

dissertation deals with a topic that is applied to du whole hook dealing with most aspects 

thmof 

The quest of this study is then to investigate how Peter went about this task. It is the 

postulation ofthis dissertation that he did this by reversing certain roles and presenting that 

as du reasoning for remaining Christian in the face ofhardship - thus answering du "why" 

question. Firstly. duir hardship is defined, amongst others, regarding: 

a. The type ofsufftring they Wt1l enduring and du source thereof 

b. The negative effict ofRoman rule on Christianity. 

c. The negative application ofthe honour and shame dynamic against Christians. 

d The household code. 

Secondly. since these problems are defined, Peter's answers to such problems are discussed 

which is du reversal ofroles which , inter alia, is achieved by: 

a. The placement ofa new symbolic universe. 

b. The placement ofa new role model 

c. The creation ofa new group. 

d The creation ofa newgroup identity and value. 

e. Recommendations to du households. 

automaticaDy rep to first Peter 1:1. 
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The way in which Peter reverses these roles also supplies practical solutions to the trhow" 

problem. The author shows them how they should go about remaining Christian, by pruviding 

them with struct:ure, cohesion, a caOing and purpose. He also ckJes this by changing certain 

attitudes like eternity lmUS tempurality. This is also done by the mmal of roles. The 

mmal of roles not only gives hope in a seemingfy hopeless situation, nur does it only 

legitimate their ex.istma as a §"Up, but it also supplies gor;ous rrasons for remaining 

Christian, and rrasons fur guwing to be even better Christians. 

i.iii Prohkm Statement 

It seems in order to prrsent theorrtical rrasons and hypot:htses when it comes to the question 

of why people should remain Christian. Such argummts tend to lose their meaning in the faa 

of practical lift issues such as suffiring. It is a valid question to ask why people should 

remain Christian when it does not sam advantageous. Sometimes the morr important 

question, howevtr; is to ask how to remain Christian when most things seem to be an obstacle, 

and when the Christian lift becomes difficult These are the two basic questions of 

investigation in this dissertation, viz. why and how to remain Christian in a world that is 

unfriendly towards Christians. 

The authur of first Peter does not only provitk theoretical and hypothetical aTgUments, but 

suggests practical solutions of action and encouragement This will be discovtrrd by looking 

at the mmal of roles as Peter's rrasoning fur remaining Christian. 

There arr two parts in this dissertation. Part one has to do with the problems fadng the 

readers. Part two deals with Peter's solution to these problems. In Part one the following will 

be dealt with: 
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a. Introductory issues in order to place the rEader in the comet setting. 

b. Th£ problem ofsuffiring. 

c. The nelfItive efficts ofRoman ruk on Christianity. 

d The honour and shame dynamic. 

e. Problems fadng Christians within the household code. 

In part two the solutions ofthe above mentioned problems arE dealt with as follows: 

a. The revtrSal ofroles as the solution to the suffiring problem. 

b. Th£ revtrSal ofroks as the solution to the believer's alienness. 

c. Th£ revtrSal ofroles as the solutkm to macro and micro cosmic problems. 

Although possibk solutions will already be evident during the prdiminary discussions the actual 

solutions will be developed in chaptus six through to the end 

i.iv Methodology 

The mtthod followtd in rEsearching introductory issues, such as prEsented in the first chapter 

ofthis dissertation, is baSically the standarrJ method for dtaling with introductory material 

Certain criticisnzsl5, extunal fa~6 and intunal fa~7 aTE used in an attempt to answer 

25 Exampks ofsuch critidsms arE littrary and sodal sdentific critidsm. For forther 
infomtation as to these and other criticisms study the historical critical methodologies. 

26 Extunal factors may includt themes that aTE not spedfically mentioned in the first 

epistk of Pettr but which arE rElevant to the understanding or introduction thereof An 

examples could be Peter's linguistic abOity. 

27 Intunal factors aTE factors occurring within the book itself and could includt 
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introductcry questions. 

In asartaining the problems fodng the believm the flr:st epistle ofPeter is read through a filter 

which fl1tm out 11Wst information rrtaining 11Wstly infonnation about these problems. Such 

problems aTl then nsearched both from within the book and txttrnally. From within the book 

it is attempted to Unk artain themes, to study certain vocabulary and to examine sodal data 

relating to the problem being studied Externally, other material rmaling infonnation about 

the same topic in a similar sttting is researdzed It is then endeavtJtlTld to syncrrtize aO finding 

ofthe given problems. Finally, the conclusion about the problem is tested against the text and 

situations in the book. 

Part two ofthis dissertation follows a similar method as described above. The filter used this 

time, however; rrtains infonnation about possible solutions to the problems sketched in part 

one. This data is then examined to observe whether therr arr any COm11Wn threads. It appears 

as ifPeter's answers display remarkable threads throughout the book. Although he pruvides 

diffirmt solutions there aTl many reversals in these solutions. A hypothesis is then fonnulated 

on the basis ofthe many appearances ofreversals being part ofPeter's solutions. The fir:st 

epistle ofPeter is then rrad through yet another filter; viz. the filter ofreversals. 

These rrversals arr then examined both externally and, but 11Wstly internally (textually). The 

examination indicates the hypothesis which is then tested by applying it to the situation 

mentioned in the book. 

theology, the composition ofthe household code, etc. 
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i.v Hypothesis 

It stems apparent that the audience offirst Peter faced many problems. It also stems evident 

that Peter was, inl:u alia, addressing these problems in his first tpistk. 11zmfure, he mak£s 

Ust of, inter alia rhetoric to provide solutions for them. Rhetorically he seems to be providing 

basically trw categories ofadvice. FIrStly, advice which changes their thinking to help them 

see things difftmlt/y. Secondly, behavioural advice that changes both their conduct, and 

addresses their needs.:z4 

Both categories stem to be employing reversals as either the motivation for, or the act by which 

such advice is put in place. TIlest reversals thus strYt the role to point out that their affliction 

wiY be 1?VtT5td with fortune. They also strYt the purpose to change their behaviour so that 

reversals could eventuate. 

It is thalfore the hypothesis ofthis disstttation that the author offirst Peter uses the reversal 

ofrolts as the Tlasoning and method for remaining Christian in the face ofhmrIship. 

:z4 Some oftheir meds aTl, for example, met by Pettr's advice that the church becomes 

their new community. 
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