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tn~nt, uneasiness might be created in the minds of ll1en, whose 
kindness and liberality deserve to be rewarded with the most scru­
pulous attention to their feelings. 

General Bonaparte once observed to a gentleman, at whose hous€ 
he seenl€d to bear his lot with considerable composure, that so many 
extraordinary things had happen~d to hiln in his life, which had 
happened to no other man, that he should not be surprised, i6 
some time hence the English GoverUlnent ,vere to recal hinl. 

CI-IAPTER XXVI. 

Preparations to leave St. Helena. Rumours of a war betu'een Eng­
land and Algiers. Exercises at great guns, and small arms. Ap­
pearance qf Ascension island. Singular colouring of its rocks and 
hills. Captain Rich of the Racoon sloop oj·'(~ar. Landing. Great 
1nountain. Volcanic scorice and cinders. Scan(y supply of ,(q)ater .. 
Lava. Obsidien. Spotted crabs. Coxcomb oysters. Broken shells. 
Beautiful rnoon-light vie'(~). 1Yater-spout. Remarks on reading 
the history oj' Greece and Rome. Strange noises on board. Character 
of rn.1f late -Father. Conversations with Captain Forbes. Storlny 
weather. Accuracy oj' recleoning by the chronometel~. Enter the 
British Channel. At'rival at Spitltead. 

OCTOBER SIsto Captain Forbes, on his return from: to,vn, yester­
day, infornled us, that he should sail in the forenoon, and ,ve pre­
pared to leave this hospitable nlansion, which, but for the strong 
drawing felt to,vards hOlne, I should have done with the nlost sen .. 
sible regret. Determined, ho'wever, to lose no tilne, I ,vas ready 
for nly Inorning's walk before sunrise, and having found a good 
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road to the top of the hill above the cave, I onc€ ·more treated my­
self with a general view of this lovely spot and the surrounding 
country, and entering the cave, lnade a dra\ving of Plantation-house, 
and the chapel of ease above it; after ,vhich, I once more examined 
the heap of stones in the garden, and got some good specilnens of 
volcanic scorire. 

After breakfast, Captain }i1orbes rode to to\vn, Mr. Somerset and 
I follo'wed, and in about an hour, Sir Hudson and his retinue. We 
alighted at Sir frhomas Reade's, and finding that we could not im­
n1ediately go on board, Captain :Forbes and }\tIro Somerset rode up 
Rupert's hill, to pay a visit to }\tIre Balcombe. I intended to write 
one or two letters to be sent to the Cape, but the servant having 
locked the room at the Adlniral's house, where I had deposited lny 
,vriting apparatus, I took a walk a little \vay up Ladderhill, and 
back to the jetty, intending to proceed along the rocks, to the 
arch I had observed on our landing, but found it inaccessible by 
land. 

On the Captain's return, we \vent with Sir Thomas to the castle, 
to take leave of the Governor. The castle is an old building, pps­
sessing no beauty or peculiar feature. It lies to the left, on enter­
ing the gate from the jetty. Having expressed to his Excellency, 
as wen as to Sir Thomas and the other officers, the grateful sense 
,ve shaH ever retain of that kind attention ,vhich we had so largely 
experienced, \ve entered the Captain's gig, and went on board. 
Sir Thomas took charge of our letters, an opportunity soon offering 
for the Cape. But if the plan of obtaining provisions frolll the 
Portuguese settlements of Angola and Benguela on the opposite 
coast of Africa, succeeds, the conl1nunication between St.I-Ielena 
and the Cape will not be so frequent. The loss in live stock im­
ported from the Cape, is found to be too great. 'Ve had a good 
and s\vift passage, and yet lost twenty of our sheep, and not long 
ago, out of thirty brought frorn the Cape for the use of the officers, 
nine-and-t,venty died during the voyage. 

rrhe \veather was :fine~ the sea smooth, and the wind as fair as 
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we could ,vish. We had been threatened ,vith a repetition of a fit 
of sea-sickness, after spending three days on shore, but felt no 
sympt0t11S of that unpleasant malady. St. Helena remained in 
sight all day, and for SOlTIe hours ,ve could see Long,vood through 
an opening behind the Barn-rock. In the evening, the moon 
shone bright, and ,ve sat long on deck. 

Of our fello,v-passengers, only Captain Crawford and Lieutenant 
I(eelillg had been on shore. The fornler complained sadly of the 
expense he had been put to at a tavern. Lieutenant Keeling had 
been in camp ,vith the fifty-third reginlent, called ,vith Dr. O'~Ieara 
on 13ertrand, and ,valked over the grounds at Longwood. 

November 1st. "Ve had entirely lost sight of St. Helena, and 
were gently gliding along towards the island of Ascension. Hav­
ing goL rid of General Bonaparte's goods, our decks were clear, 
and ,\ve had room to \valk t,vo abreast fi1 0m the ,vheel to the ladder. 
Having been infornled, that ·we were at ,var ,vith the Algerines, 
our valiant tars conceived good hopes, that we should "have a 
brush" with sorne of thenl. 

In the afternoon the Captain ordered a general exercise of great 
guns and slna11 arnlS, ,vithout firing. 

2d. ...1\ target being fixed at the end of the fore-top-sail-yard, the 
marines and artillery-nlen fired at it. A general exercise took place. 
The whole operation of calling the lnen to quarters, mustering 
at the guns, each officer taking his particular station, ,vas put in 
practice; firing ,vith great guns; boarding; resisting boarders; ex­
tinguishing fire; falling down to avoid raking broadsides; jumping 
up to fire; &c. 'fhe 111anreuvres ,"vere directed by t.he captain, unex­
pectedly, as he thought fit, and the lllen seemed to go through 
their ,"York ,vith great spirit. rrhe ,vhole represented a naval en­
gagement, and ,vas to rne a very entertaining exhibition. In the 
sequel, this exercise was frequently repeated. 

4th. Every preparation ,vas made, and I was infornled, that in 
case of an attack, in a few lllinutes ,ve lllight be ready for the fight. 
]?or SOllle days past, I had perceived a slight pain in my left leg, 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



SB4 ';OUItNAL OF A 

which to-day increased, with some s,vel1ing. I sub111itted it to the 
~urgeon's inspection, who pronounced it to be of not l1luch conse­
quence, and gave Ine a lotion, which I b'elieve was of service, 
though the pain haunted me for some tirne. The clouds seelned 
to announce a change of weather, and the ,vind freshened; for 
which we ,vere thankfu1. SOl1le sho\vers' passed over us in the 
afternoon. 

6th. 1\ t breakfast, the master annou need land froul the lIH1St­

}lcad, and in about an hour after, we could discern it frorn on deck. 
l{unning with a fine breeze, at the rate of eight knots an hour, we 
hoped to cast anchor at the island of Ascension, early in the after .. 
~lloon. 

l\lost of the officers on board saw this island for the first time. 
'tVe expected to see a low, flat, uninteresting country, noted 
merely as a resort for turtles; and were therefore agreeably disap­
pointed, ·when, at a distance of forty Iniles, ,ve beheld an outline, 
much more varied and picturesque than that of St. Helena, and the 
volcanic origin nlore perceptible. Sailing along the coast frOlll the 
south-east, the whole island appeared dreary in the extrelDC. 'rhe 
sandy beach ,vas as ,vhite as snow, with black, rugged rocks inter­
spersed. Behind it, a horrid ·waste, with black gullies between 
the hillocks. The latter differed in height, and seemed chiefly 
heaps of scorire, of a conical fornl, one set up above the other, and 
enclosing higher hills of a dark-brown colour. A hi,~h nlountain 
rising in the centre of the island, showed three peaks. A black 
cloud rested upon it for some time, and is said generally to obscure 
the sun1mit, but we ,vere favoured with 'So clear a sky, that the 
cloud, though hovering above, seldom descended upon it. 

One headland after the other presented itself: as·we ran do,vn; 
and no vessel being seen for SOllle tinIe, the Captain began to en­
tertain doubts, respecting the situation of the anchoring ground, as 
pointed out in Hosburgh's Directory. At length, the Inasts of the 
llacoon sloop of ,val' ,vere discovered rising behind a promontory, 
l~ut more to tlu~ ,vestward than expected. Various signals ·were 
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lllade and answered frolT} a signal-house on one of the hills, by 
v~'hich the arrival of the Zebra was announced to the Racoon. 

SOBle of the strata of the rocks along the coast are singular, 
both as to form and colour. 'rhey lie chiefly horizontally, or dip­
ping a little towards the south, in SOlTIe places in curved lines. rI'he 
colours generally follow each other dow1lwards thus: blueish­
black; dark-brown; light-red; yello,v; grey; earthy; and ,vhite, 
11ear the beach. All seen} to consist of a rotten, crumbling stone. 
Not a green spot is to be seen. T'he ,vhole island is a buge mass 
of cinders and hardened lava. 

Large flights of the frigate-bird, and other sea-fow 1" kept hovering 
about the ship. 

On doubling the point, ,ve saw Captain Rich of the llacoon, 
coming towards us in his boat. Ile was soon on hoard, and di­
rected us where to cast anchor. "\rVe did not arrive at the anchor-· 
ing-place till seven P. :1\1. and after a late dinner, Captain :Forbes 
accompanied Captain Rich on board the llacoon. 

7th. 'I'hough I felt a considerable degree of pain in Iny left leg,. 
and the surgeon advised my staying on board, yet in so extraor­
dinary a situation, in view of one of the most renlarkable islands 
in the Atlantic, encouraged by the finest 'w"eather, with little wind 
and surf, and every convenience fo~ landing, I hope I nlay be for­
given for disregarding the surgeon's advice; nor blalned as pre­
sumptuous, in venturing, at the risk of a little increase of pain, to 
visit a place of such an inviting character. Captain Forbes and 
Ca ptain Crawford ,vent to breakfast on board the Racoon, but 
the gig was ordered to attend ~fr. Somerset and Ine .. 

To land on the sandy beach, even ,vhen the surf is least violent, 
,vould be attended with great danger. 'rhe only safe ,yay is to 
back the boat into sonle cove between rocks, and as the s,vell heaves 
its stern towards the rock, without touching, to leap on shore. 

On landing, some people showed us to Lieutenant Roberts's tent. 
This officer had the cOll11nand on 5hore, in the absence of Cap­
tain Rich.. The tents of the garrison are placed among heaps of vol,.. 

DDD 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



386 JOURNAL OF A 

canie matter, resembling cinder-heaps in the neighbourhood of 
London. Every hill" both near the coast and in the interior, consists 
of the same substance, chiefly of a deeper or lighter bro,vn co­
lour. Some look yellow and violet. At a distance, the brown 
tints change to a deep purple. On the great nlountain, the colour 
is a bl ueish-grey, ,vith greenish spots owing to the growth of a spe­
cies of milk-bush, here cal1ed parsley, and considered poisonous. 
'rhe ,,,,hite colour of SOIne of the rocks seenlS to proceed from cal­
careous substances. 

'Ve were infornled by the officers, that there ll1ay he about 
1,ventv acres in the island fit for cultivation. They have made a 

01 • 

garden on the great Inollntain, but they must fetch their supply 
of garden-stuff, turf for firing, and fresh ,vater, from a distance of 
fronl seven to nine nliles. No tree is to be seen throughout the ,vhole 
island. r:J\vo ~mall springs of fresh ,vater are known, the nearest, 
seven miles from the tents. But it is rather a continual dropping 
froln a rock, than a regular spring, and yields two tons in twenty­
four hours. '-fhe. second is at the garden, near the sUllllnit of the 
great Inountain, ~ nine llliles distant from the battery, and in the 
saIne space of time, yields one hundred and forty gallons. As 
our ,vater on board sent forth a very unpleasant sinell, and could not 
be used, the sweet ,vater of this island was considered by us as a 
great luxury. 

rfhe t,vo naval Captains having joined us on shore, 'we took a 
,valk with Lieutenant Roberts to,varcis the spring, but the heat ,vas 
so great, being 115 degrees Fahrenheit by one, and 122 by another 
thernl0rneter, and the sand, or rather powdered cinders, so trouble­
sODle to the feet, that after forcing ourselves forward for about t\yO 

miles, ,ve ,vere obliged to return. In all directions, nothing but 
the 1110st barren and desolate region TIlet our view'". It appeared 
as if the tremendous eru ption, by which this island has been raised 
from the depths of the ocean, had but lately ceased.J 

\Vhen we had regained the coast, the Captains returned on 
board. Mr. SOlnerset walked with me to the battery and store-
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houses, and along the coast, examining the rocks. '-rhey are a 
black lava, full of pores, cavities, and crevices. Innuluerable 
spotted crabs crawled about then1, and nlany of the cavities were 
filJed with cockscornb oyster-shells, which stuck so fast, that it was 
with difficulty I obtained one whole sp~cimen. In SOIne places, 
the rocks are covered with a vitreous matter, like glazing. Lieu­
tenant Roberts presented lue with several large lunlps of obsidien, 
or volcanic glass, found in the interior. 

rrhe sand on the beach consists chiefly, and I luay ahnost say, 
"wholly, of fraglnents of small shells, alnong which were several 
broken parts of beautiful varieties of a larger sort, but not one of 
them left whole. 

There are no animals on the island but 'wild goats, and nUlllber ... 
less rats, ,vhich proved very troublesoole to our people. Lieu­
tenant Roberts having showed us the officers' tents and Iness-roonl, 
carried us on board the Zebra in his boat, where we found several 
of the officers of the Racoon on a visit to those of our vessel. 

rrhe establishlTIent at Ascension, was nlade in consequence of 
General Bonaparte's confinelnent ill St. Helena, and under an 
apprehension, that unless we took formal possession of this island, 
SOllle other power, or adventurer, luight make it a stepping­
stone to forward his escape. 

'rhe sun shone in full splendor, and il1uluined the ,vhole island. 
it is a beautiful object, as far as outline and colouring are con .. 
cerned.. One ,vould not irnagine that nature's pencil could give 
such effect to so desolate a spot. I endeavoured to obtain an ex­
act sketch of the whole coast~ before which we lay, and as the 
cloud had entirely withdrawn from the great mountain, nothing 
was ,vanted to render it com plete. The colours were iniluitably 
beautiful, and as the sun began to decline, almost every shade of 
red, brown, purple, lilac, blueish-grey, yellow, orange, black, and 
white, was produced, in one or other part of the landscape. 

About four o'clock, the two Captains, Mr. Somerset, and I, went 
on board the Racoon to dinner. She is a very handsome ship, 
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large for her class, rated at eighteen guns, but carrying twenty­
six, with a roomy cabin, state-rooIn, and quarter-galleries. 

A boat having been sent to some distance, to procure fish for 
Captain Forbes, we were detained on board till long after sunset, 
when Captain Rich accotnpanied us on board the Zebra, in his 
own boat. The anchor was now discovered to be foul, and it 
lasted a considerable tit11e, before \ve ,vere disengaged, and could 
set sail. At length, the buoy-rope being cut, \ve launched forth. 
I had Ineanwh.ile enjoyed the pleasure of long contelnplating one 
of the finest nocturnal views ever seen. rr he peaks of the great 
mountain were enveloped in black clouds, of threatening aspect, 
but appeadng stationary. 'The full n100n distinctly showed the 
whole outline of the island, illu111ining the edges of the lliany loose 
airy clouds, which, disengaging thet11selves frOlU the grand mass, 
by degrees spread over the heavens. The Racoon in the fore­
ground, with the play of the distant surf and of the nearer waves, 
enlightened by the moon's rays, added greatly to the enchanting 
beauty of the scene. As the ,vind rose with the increase of clouds, 
we did not carry lnuch sail during the night. 

10th. Being Sunday, the Captain read prayers on deck. '-fhe 
service was conducted \vith th.e greatest order and solemnity. 
Ilnlnediately after, a strange sail was announced, which proved" 
to be a large merchantman, corning froll1 the east-ward, and stand­
ing athwart our course. 'rhis is the first vessel we have seen at 
sea, since we left the Cape. 

15th. Porpoises and albicores were frequently about the ship, 
and by the appearance of .the clouds, cairns and squalls were ex ... 
pected. A heavy shower overtook us about nOOll, and the sailors 
gained a good deal of fresh water for washing. 

16th. A water-spout appeared in the south-\vest, the course of 
which we watched for sonle tilne, but i.t passed a great way a­
stern of us. 'fhe south-east trade-wind had renlailled steady and 
fair, to this day'i' but after a violent shower at nOOD, it suddenly 
fell calm, and we began to fear, that we had got into the region of 
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calms and squalls. But in about an hour's time, a breeze sprung 
up from the north-east, \vhich continued fair and strong. 

21st. Some showers passed over us. Every preparation was 
Inade for any unforeseen event, in reference to the war with the 
Algerines. Blue lights \vere got ready, and shot brought on 
deck. 

22d. A merchant ship hove in sight, and a square-rigged vessel 
was seen to windward. Boxes of case and grape-shot \vere brought 
on deck. About noon, a sea-man fell fronl the fore-top, and 
bruised his head exceedingly. The loss of his services was much 
regretted, as he was a relnarkably clever and active mao, and 
captain of the top. 

23d. Captain Forbes and I have been lately, at our leisure, 
reading Goldsll1ith's cornpendiulll of the histories of Greece and 
ROlne, which Mr. Sonlerset had brought with him. I cannot di­
vest myself of the party-feelings I had, when a boy at school. I 
then took a dislike to the character of the ROlnans, and always 
wished success to their enelnies, Inore especially to I-IannibuJ. 
Goldsmith's great admiration of thenl therefore did not accord 
with fily sentiments. But the history of Ilorne is peculiarly in .. 
structive to an Englishman, and he may thereby learn, what real 
enemies of the happiness of mankind all dernagogues have ever 
been, however plausible their pretences. 

25th. This 11l0rning, about four o'clock, the sky being covered 
with dark clouds, and the moon set, a ship corning from the east­
ward, approached us within two cable-lengths. She hoisted lights, 
but the night was so dark, that she was not immediately perceived 
by the men on the look-out. By God's providence, she did not 
run foul of us, which, as she ·was coming in full sail, and right 
before the wind, luight have proved a serious inj ury to both 
vessels. The wind freshened towards evening, and we ran at the 
rate of froln eight and a half to ten knots an hour. 

26th. In sleepless nights, I was both disturbed and alllused by 
the various 119ises on board a shi p of ·wa!". F.irst, the celltillel be-
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fore our door cried, Log-tilll-e r 'rhe officer of the watch on deck:' 
Ifeave the log! IIold the reel! Shortly after: Strike the bell t 
'rhe Zebra's bell, however, being broken when she ,vent on. 
shore in Silnon's bay, it sounded like an old tin kettle, fill 
the broken piece fell out, by which its tone 'was improved. rrhis. 
lasted about a fortnight, when by some means it got another 
crack, and lost its voice entirely. As luake-shifts. are very COLI1-

lllon aluong sailors, they found, on trial, that striking with the 
hanlnler on the flook of the anchor, answered the purpose as well, 
and that was now our bell. It is struck every half hour, but not 
in inlitation of a clock. The day is divided into s-ix parts. At 
twelve at nOOIl, it strikes eight tillles, or eight bells.., as the phrase is, 
two and two strokes distinct, " • " . " . " . at half after twelve, one 
stroke;. at one, two strokes; at half-past one, three; and so on till 
four o'clock; when, of course, the eight strokes-return. Then, be-­
ginning. with one at half past eight o'clock, they are again cOlnplete· 
at bvelve. If the officer says to the C'aptain, it is twelve or six 
o'clock, the answer is, " make it so/' ~Vhen the I{ing wassailing in 
a. frigate at WeYlllouth, hearing the cOlulnander use that expres­
sion, he observed: " You, Sir, have more power than I have; I 
cannot make it 'what time I please." After the bell has. struck, 
the sailors placed as watch on the shrouds, and fore.castle, cry 
out, as loud as they can, lest they should be suspected of sleeping: 
Larboard quarter; Starboard quarter; Larboard. bow. In the 
morning, there is pUlnping., scrubbing, trampling overhead, 
and the noise increases. 

27th. The wind was variable with short calms, and much 
lightning. 

29th. It Inay seem impertinent, that 1 again introduce a memo­
rial of lny late father on this anniversary of his death, having. already 
in my account of the saIne day, spent at sea, on my voyage to 
the Cape, expressed Iny feelings on that subject; but as I wrote this 
journal for the perusal of my children, I could not heJ p adding a 
few lines in reference to. it; and now, on revision,. cannot resolve to 
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<>mit thenl, requesting the indulgence of such, to ,vholn they tllay 
appear obtrusive. 

I have seen and kno,vn some persons, ,vho possessed one or other 
quality of my father's Inind and heart, in an equal, and, perhaps, 
superior degree; but never any man, in ,vhom so many excellent 
and useful qualifications ,vere combined. In his conversation 
,vith those, over ,vhom the situation he held in our Church had 
placed hiln, he understood the nixe art of gaining their esteern and 
respect, and even.securing perfect subnlission to his superior judg­
ment, without ever, in the least degree, appealing to his station or 
authority! He ,vas open and comrnunicative, heard patiently the 
opinions of others, though differing from 'his own; received their 
instrnctions, ,vhen needed, and felt no hesitation in confessing, 
that he had been guided by the judglnent of an inferior in situation 
and ability. He was the friend of all, and froIn the lowest to the 
highest, all felt at ease in his company. The lowest placed con­
fidence in his sincerity, as addressing a man, attentive to and 
interested in his concerns, and ever 'willing to ad vise and assist. 
Again, I might quote nlany instances, in ,vhich even the King'i 
nlinistcrs treated hilll ,vith Inarked regard and attention, ho~ 

nouring the uprightness of his heart, and the nobleness of his spirit. 
In conversing with inferiors, he had nothing of that affectation of 
condescension, which generally proves a cobweb too thin to hide 
the pride lurking beneath; and before men in power, his courteous~ 
ness partook of nothing like fear or cringing. As a rnan of 
strong feelings, he may have felt strong partialities; but he never 
suffered thelll to interfere with his judglnent, nor did I ever hear 
him express dislike, much less resentlllent, against any individual. 
not even against a fe,,y, ,vho treated hiru ill. Though strong in his 
declarations of abhorrence against vice, and especially against 
untruth and insincerity, he never directed his displeasure against 
the sinner, but only agcrinst the sin. As a peace-nlaker, he pos­
sessed an extraordinary talent, and it ,vas ever his heart's delight, 
to bring about reconciliation and good-wil1. God's blessing at-
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tended his labours of love, and what seclned incurable hatred, wa., 
often changed into perfect friendship, through his nlediation. 

In disinterested devotedness to the cause, to 'which he had 
dedicated his talents and his life, he set a noble example to all in 
pu blic stations of every description. fIe never sought 'worldly 
ad vantage, either for himself or his fan1ily, in any thing he undertook~ 
But for the temporal as ,veIl as spiritual ,velfare of others, he ,vas 
at all till1es ready to use his influence and best exertions. 

In native eloquence, in1proved by study, ,ve have never seen 
his equal in our Church, and those ,vho have heard .him. in the pul­
pit, will grant, that his pre-en1inence over 1110st preachers in hi$ 
day, w"as great. Ifis language flowed ,vith such ease, that, even 
,vhen he raised his audience to the highest enjoY111ent of the most 
sublilne and rapturous su~jects, it was perfectly intelligible to 
all classes, ,vithout ever descending into ,vhat ll1ight be considered 
too colloquial or vulgar. I-Iis manner ,vas always lunlinous, power­
ful, and full of fine ill1agery, explanatory of the subject before hhn. 

In setting forth the great doctrines of Christianity, of the depra­
'vity and helplessness of man, the necessity and all-sufficiency of 
the atonelnent 111ade by Jesus Christ, justification by faith, and the 
hope of glory, he spoke with an energy and unction, ,vhich never 
failed to arrest attention, and touch the heart. 

Being possessed of a soultruly musical, while he encouraged the 
use and practice of music in the church, by every means within his. 
reach, he resisted all innovation, tending to destroy the grandeur 
and simplicity of the true church-style, and his remarks on that 
part of the service ,vere most judicious. 

In his whole deportment ,vas seen, ,vhat a combination of natu~ 
ral talent diligently irnproved, sweetness of temper, and the grace 
and love of God in the heart, may effect. 

1'here are no\v but fe,v. rernainjng, to wholn I nlay appeal for 
the truth of this account of Illy dear and honoured father. He 
'wished on his death-bed, that nothing lllight be said of hi!n, for 

. he thought it wrong to give any praise to man, ,vhen the ,,,,hole ,vas 
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due to God; yet \ve lna.y be allowed to thank God for sending 
such a servant, to benefit his cause on earth, and express our heart­
felt regret, that he ·was so soon relTIoved, for he had not yet com­
pleted his fifty-ninth year. 

The cause of his death ,vas an excrescence in the vitals, of the 
nature of a cornmon ,ven, ·which, had it gathered in any external 
part, according to the opinion of the surgeons, might have been re­
moved without rnuch, if any pain. 

May my end, "rhenever it pleases God to call nle hence, be like 
his, as full of peace and assurance of eternal bliss, through the me­
rits of n1yRedeell1er. 

SOtho \tVe ,vere to-day in the latitude of Corvo, one of the Azores, 
but too far to the w·estward to see it. The wind ·was rather high, 
and the sea turbulent. I finished reading Goldsmith's history of 
Greece. Both that, and his history of ROlne are excellent, Iutni­
nous conl pendiurns. rrhey sho,v \vhat the boasted pretensions of 
lllan are, without the influence of the Spirit of God. Can there be 
any thing Inore diabolical than the conduct of these people, once 
the most enlightened of lllankind by the powers of hUlnan reason. 

December 1st. Advent-Sunday. I read with peculiar delight the 
portions of Scripture appointed in our Church for this day, and 
was in spirit anlong those, who with heart and voice sing" Hosan­
na, blessed is I-Ie that cometh in the name of the Lord." In a con­
versation with the Captain this evening, I ,vas led to express Iny 
thoughts concerning the present mode of education in the ,vorld, 
·which, in general, rather forbids, than "suffers little children to 
COllle to Jesus," though not from the salne generous, but luistaken 
views, which Illade 1-1is disciples consider thern troublesorne. But it 
is said, that if men are to live in the ,,,"orld, and to be a nlatch for 
it, they ought to be Inade acquainted with its ways in early youth, 
and not brought up too religiously. I son1etirnes thought, that by 
the care taken to preserve n1e from the ways, lusts, fashions, and 
ensnaring pleasures of the ,,,"orid, I had· Inissed much; but frolu 
what I have seen, since it has been in my power, t(l kno,v nlore 
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of the vvorld, I find I have no cause to regret my very late ac­
quaintance ,vith it, having still to learn, ,vhere the great happi­
ness, so much boasted of, is to be found; and as I ,vish Inyself and 
every human creature to be conlpletely happy, I pray, that ,ve all 
Inay find the true and only source of that joy, which, as our Sa­
viour expressed it, " no Inan can take from us," and which, through 
l-liln, may become the portion of us all. 

2d. The sea ,vas restless, and the ship pitched heavily. In the 
afternoon, the breeze freshened, and the spray kept flying over the 
buhvarks, and on to the quarter deck. 'rhe sky looked "wild, and 
1ve took in sail. 

Sd. I did not feel weB, but ,vent' on deck to behold the sea, ,vhich 
appeared rather furious. 1\tlighty ,vaves assailed us on all sides, 
and every precaution ,vas taken. During the forenoon, ,ve sprung 
our 111ain-yard, and ran under close-reefed top-sails. 'rhe wind 
getting more aft, the ship began to roll very much. The hatch­
,vays ,vere closed, and tarpawlings put upon the sky-light of the 
cabin; but w"e ,vere proceeding fast in the right track. rrhe clouds 
in the ,vest had long looked very black, and no\" rose ,vith lightning 
and thunder, and a heavy squalL An hands were turned up, as a se­
vere gale ,vas expected. I retreated into 111Y cabin. Both this and 
the following day, the ,veather ,vas very boisterous and rainy. 

5th. 'rhough " ,yell roused about," as the sailors call it, and not 
able to sleep, I was truly thankful for the swiftness ,vith ,vhich we 
,vere approaching our dear native country. Surely the mercies of 
the Lord have been every lTIorning ne,,,. Not a blast of contrary 
,vind have ,ve had since ,ve left the Cape, and this rllorning, just 
,vhen we ,vanted it, the ,vind shifted to the north-,vest, and ,ve ran 
at the rate of bvel ve knots for several hours. All hands were em­
ployed in getting out a spar to fish the Inain-yard. In these ope­
rations, the artillery-nlen are of great service, and ,york with cheer­
fulness. The ,vaves rose higher to-day, than I had ever yet seen, 
and it ,vas a great atnUSelnent to me to ,vatch the ship's passage 
over theln. 
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6th. 'Ve had proceeded swiftly and steadily during the night. 
About eight in the Dl0rning, it began to blo\v ,vhat even the sailors 
called a hard gale. 13ut the sky ,vas perfectly clear and the sun 
shone upon the boisterous ocean ,vith great brightness. The waves 
seemed to roll in upon us like lnountains. The royal masts ,yere 
struck, and we ran under close-reefed top-sails and a storm stay­
sail. During the forenoon, the Captain ,vas making great exer­
tions to get up the rnain-yard, ,vhich had been fished yesterday, but 
,vas obliged to give it up till four in the afternoon, when the ,vind 
abated a little. 

7th. vVe ,vere now in the chops of the Channel; and in the after­
noon, on sounding, found ourselves in ninety-eight fatholll ,vater. 
Our calculations by the chronometer have been so correct, that we 
,vere exactly ,vhere it ,vas supposed we should be. 'Ve sounded 
every four hours during the night. 

8th. rrhe morning set in ,vith a heavy squall, but in our favour. 
During the forenoon, sho\vers passed over lIS. I ,vas anlused wi th 
observing the sand cleaving t.o the bottOlll of the lead. rrhe most 
Ininute shells, aluong which 'were star-fish not above a quarter of an 
inch in diameter, ,vere brought up from a depth of from eighty to 
sixty fathon1s. 

About two o'clock, a fishing-boat calne to us. The man brought 
two newspapers. 'Ve ,vere sorry to hear of some serious disturb­
ances in several parts of England. vVe learnt also, that a severe 
engagelnent had taken place between the English and Algerines, 
in which our countrynlen were victorious; and that, during a dread .. 
ful s tonn, about three ,veeks ago, l1lany ships had been ,vrecked 
in the Channel. 

9th. In the afternoon, we saw the Lizard point, and entered the 
Channel \vith a gentle breeze at north-west. About Inidnight, the 
,vind changed to south-west, increasing in strength. '\IVe ran at the 
rate of nine and ten knots an hour, and though it began to grow 
hazy with drizzling rain, discovered the different promontories, as 
we passed swiftly along. About four miles to the ,vestward of the 
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Isle of Wight, a pilot-boat hove in sight, and a gun being fired to 
bring her to, the pilot soon canle on board. All crowded around 
him to hear the news. lIe gave an account of Lord Exmouth's 
victory, and the submission of the Dey of Algiers. ",Vith a fine 
steady breeze, ·we crossed the bridge between the Needles and the 
main land, over which the sea plays in a terrible manner, and reached 
the anchorage at Co,ves about six in the evening. During the 
night it ble,v hard, and ,ve were thankful to be in safety. 

10th. Early, ,ve ,veighed, and about eight A. M. anchored at 
Spithead. 'rhe Captain, IVlr. SOlnerset, and I, went on shore in the 
gig, and landed at the Sally Port. Nlr. SOlnerset set out from 
Portsmouth for the Duke of Beaufort's seat, and I took leave 
of Captain Forbes with sentiments of the greatest esteem and gra­
titude, nor shall I ever forget the kindness experienced from him 
during the whole voyage. 'fhe evening after our arrival, it blew 
a terrible gale. While I heard the tern pest roaring without, I can ... 
not express in ,,'ords my thankfulness to God, for the extraordi­
nary success, which attended us during the voyage, and for hav­
ing been brought in safety to shore, even at a season, when stonns 
are nlost dreaded. 

13th. I left Portsmouth, and in the evening arrived safe in lJon­
don, where I found my young friend Adolph, who had but that day 
landed froln the Brilliant. rfhus Lord Charles Somerset's hopes 
,vere verified; for, though I left the Cape a month and a day later 
than the Brilliant, I landed in England three days sooner thaN I 
should have done, had I sailed with that vessel. 

THE END. 
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